Llenu B co3gaHum 3TOro nepesoga

Ma1T Trabbu npeactaBnseT Nyywme amepukaHCcKme XypHanmcTckue
Tpagnumm. OH CMOTPUT Ha UCTOPWM, CTOSILLME 32 STUMU NCTOPUSIMUA, 1
0COBEHHO Ha TO, Kaknm obpasom camu amepukaHckne CMU okasanumcb
Ype3BblYaliHO CKOMNPOMETMPOBaHbl. HECKONBKO MMEH AEMOHCTPUPYIOT
WCTUHHOCTb 3TOro npeanoxenus. hxynuaH Accanx ns Wikileaks rimnet B
3aKkniYeHn NoYvTK gecsatb net. [nexHH MpuHeanba u3 «lepexsaTay,
KaxeTcsl, cTankmBaeTca ¢ TeM xe. Takne nucarenu, kak [hxoH Ctoccen n
Hwukonac Yang ns New York Times, yBOMneHbl 3a TO, YTO OHU YECTHO
HanuMcanu o KnMMmare 1 3BOMLUMK YernoBekKa.

Kakumu Gbl HY BbINM HegoCcTaTKW, aMepUuKaHcKas XXypHanvcTmka -
nyduwiast u3 cyllecTeytomx. CpeacrTea MaccoBoii MHdopMaLum, B
KOTOpPbIX A1 XMBY B BocTouHoi EBpone, HAacToONbKO MNOSTHOCTbIO
KOHTPONUPYIOTCS ofiurapxamu, YTo MOXHO YCIbIlaTb MHAKOMbICTIVE.
Heyno6Hble penopTepbl NponafaloT C HEKOTOPOA PErynsipHOCTbIO, a
HeyO0GHbIe HOBOCTHbIE BbIMYCKU, MOXOXeE, AaXe HauyMmHaloTCs.

I:l,en n nepesoaa

Ons mHornx B BocTouHow EBpone CoegunHeHHble LLTaThl ocTatoTes
MasKkoM Ha XOrnMe, ngeanom gemokpatun. Moe HamepeHne B nepeBoae
paboTbl Tnabbu cocTonT B TOM, YTOOLI NOKa3aTh, YTO KOPPYNUMs
pacnpocTpaHsieTcst B AMEpUKe Tak e rnyboko, Kak 1 B ApYrMx CTpaHax,
1 4TO KOppynuus B AMepurke crnocobCcTByeT KOppynuun BO BCEM MUpE,
ocobeHHo B BocTouHon EBpone.

Cwm. [lokymeHT
http://grahamseibert.com/Translations/The_Great_Russia_caper/
Dual_Language_Russian.pdf

AN MHCTPYKUMIA MO YTEHWI0 TEKCTOB Ha ABYX SA3blKax.

See document
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for instructions on reading dual-language texts.
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Objectives in making this translation

Matt Tiabbi represents the best of the American journalistic
tradition. He looks at the stories behind the stories, and especially
the way in which American media itself has become extremely
compromised. A few names demonstrate the truth of this
proposition. Wikileaks' Julian Assange has been rotting in
detention for close to a decade. The Intercept's Glenn Greenwald
seems to be facing the same. Writers such as John Stossel and
the New York Times' Nicholas Wade get fired for writing honestly
about climate and human evolution.

Whatever its flaws, American journalism is the best there is. Media
where | live in Eastern Europe is so completely controlled by
oligarchs that one really hears of dissent. Inconvenient reporters
go missing with some regularity, and inconvenient news outlets
really seem even to get started.

Obijectives of Translation

To many in Eastern Europe, the United States remains a beacon
on a hill, the ideal of democracy. My intent in translating Tiabbi's
work is to show that corruption runs just as deep in America as
elsewhere, and that the corruption in America fosters corruption
throughout the world, especially in Eastern Europe.
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Benukas Poccua Kanep, nonbiTka otctpaHuTb JoHaneaa Tpamna ot
OOIMKHOCTU, NnoTpeboBana oTpaBneHns OTHOLLEHNIA MexXay
CoeamnHeHHbIMK WWTaTtamm n Poccnen. Cneucnyx6bl CLUA rny6oko
BMeLUMBanNuncb BO BHyTPeHHWE ferna Bcero beiwero Coetckoro Cotosa,
ocobeHHo B nocrnegHee Bpemsi Poccuu n YkpauvHbel. OHn genaroT 310 no
pa3sHbIM MPUYMHAM: BHYTPUNONUTMYECKNE aMEPUKaHCKMNE Lienu,
XOpOLLME OTHOLLEHUsI C BU3HECOM, ropAbIHA, KceHodobust u nonHas
rnynoctb. OHM oTpaBunNu oTHoweHus mexay Poccuen n CLUA un
obocTpunu BoeHHble aencteus mexay Poccuen n YkpanHon. B YkpauHe,
raoe 9 xmey, 60MNbLUNMHCTBO cenyac BuauT B [yTuHe camoro
BOMMOLLEHHOro AbsiBoMa. ATO He NonesHas nosvumsa Ans pelieHus
KOHIMKTa Mexay CTpaHamu.

YKpanHckas npecca cTpagaeT OT Tex e He4oCTaTKOB, YTO U
amepuKaHckasi npecca, BO3MOXHO, B 6onbLuert cteneHn. OH noyTu
MONHOCTBIO MPUHAANEXMNT OfMrapxam, KoTopble CUIbHO
3avHTepecoBaHbl B KOHTPOMe Haj noBecTBoBaHNEM. CunbHble Cuibl B
Amepuke 3anHTepecoBaHbl B MogAepKaHUM BbICOKOTO YPOBHS
BpaxaebHocTn mexay Poccuen n YkpanHon. TouHo Tak xe u B Poccuu,
n B YkpawuHe. NepcnekTuBbl, KOTOpble MOTYT ObITb NPegocTaBreHbl
TakvM NOCTOPOHHMM, kak Tnabbu, SBNATCA HOBbIMU 1 OCBEXaIOLLMMMU.

Tnabbu c Tpygom otmeyaeT, 4to MNyTuH He aHren - oH, No-BUANMOMY,
SIBNSIETCA aBTOPOM B3PbIBOB MOCKOBCKOIO XWIOro Aoma, NpuBeaLwmx ero
K Bnactu. Tem He meHee, CLUA He npuBbIKaTb K onepaumsam nog
danbLumnebiM briaroM, KOTopble NPUBOASAT K XXepTBaM cpeau
rpaxkgaHckoro HaceneHusi. XoTs NpoAosikalLwmecs BOEHHbIE AENCTBUS
MOTyT ObITb NOME3HbI AN 3MUTbl 3TUX CTPaH, aMepuKaHLam, PyCCKUM U
YKpanHuam BygeT nydile cnykutb nyTemM noucka nytm K Myupy.

MeTtoabl nepeBoaa




The Great Russia Caper, the attempt to drive Donald Trump from
office, required poisoning relations between the United States and
Russia. The United States intelligence agencies have meddled
profoundly in the internal affairs of all of the former Soviet Union,
especially recently Russia and Ukraine. They do it for a variety of
reasons: domestic American political objectives, sweetheart
relationships with business, hubris, xenophobia and sheer
stupidity. They have poisoned relations between Russia and the
United States, and exacerbated hostilities between Russia and
Ukraine. In Ukraine where | live, most now see Putin as the very
devil incarnate. This is not a helpful posture from which to seek a
resolution to the conflict between the countries.

The Ukrainian press suffers from the same deficiencies as the
American press, perhaps more so. It is almost entirely owned by
oligarchs who have a strong interest in controlling the narrative.
Strong forces in America have a vested interest in maintaining a
high level of hostility between Russia and Ukraine. Precisely the
same is true in both Russia and Ukraine. The perspectives that
can be provided by an outsider such as Tiabbi is novel and
refreshing.

Tiabbi is at pains to note that Putin is no angel — he apparently
authored the Moscow apartment house bombings that brought
him to power. However, the United States is no stranger to false
flag operations that result in civilian casualties. Though continued
hostilities may be useful to the elites in these countries, the
American, Russian and Ukrainian people would be better served
by finding a path to peace.

Methods of Translation
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Takou nucaTtens, kak Tuabowu, - XyaoxHuk. MoMnmo Toro, 4To OH
pacckasbiBaeT ybeauTenbHy0 UCTOpuo, cuctemaTuanpyeT akTbl U
npeacraBnsaeT X NOrnMYeckn, OH AOIMKEH NUcaTb Tak, YToObl ero Obino
WHTEPECHO YnTaTth. TpaauMLUMOHHbIA NEPEeBOAYMK pasdenseT 3Tu uenu.
Jlyywne n3 nepeBOAOB NbITanNCb BOCNPON3BECTU CTUMb, JIMPU3M,
Nno33unto opurMHana.

Mosi uenb npote: caenatb TeKCT TMabbu NOHATHLIM ANt UHOCTPAHHOTO
yuTaTens. OTo 03Ha4YaeT NpeoaosieHe HegoCTaTKOB B Npouecce
aBTOMaTUYECKOro nepesoa. ATO Takke 03Ha4YaeT 00 bACHEHue
KyNbTYPHBIX CCbINOK, KOTOpbIE, Kak npeanonaraet Tuabobu, 6yoyTt
3HaKOMbl aMepuKaHLy, HO He ByayT nHocTpaHuy. BonbWWHCTBO
yuTaTenen TekcTa Ha ABYX s3blkax byayT UMETb HEKOTOpPbIe 3HAHUS
aHrnuminckoro s3bika. Ecnv oH 4OCTaTOMHO CUMEH, OHU MOTYT UCKYNaTbCs
B KpacoTe opurMHarnbHoro Tekcta Tnabbu, obpaluasice k nepesoay
TONbKO ANS Pa3bsiCHEHMSI.

Mos TexHuKa ucnonb3yeT oHNanH-cpeay. Cneagys aMmeprKaHCKOMy
KpacHO-CMHeMy CornalleHuto, 1 NOMecTun Ha3BaHus NeBblX HoCUTEeNnen
B CVHWI, @ NpaBbIX - B kpacHbIn . Tiabbi wupoko ncnonbsyet
pa3roBOPHbINA aHIMIMNCKUIA, HE BCE M3 KOTOPbIX XOPOLLO MNepeBoasaTCS.
lMoHMMaHue nctopun Tnabbu TpebyeT HEKOTOPOro 3HAKOMCTBA C
aMepuKaHCKOW KynbTypour M NONNTUKONW. £ momeLualo cnosa, KoTopble
NMoOX0 NepeBOAATCA UMK HYXOalTCs B 06 bACHEHWM, 3eMeHbIM LIBETOM ,
1 cnepyto 3a HAMKU C OOBbSACHEHUEM, TakKe 3efleHbIM LIBETOM U B
ckobKax, UCnonb3ys NPOCTble CroBa, KOTopble, Kak s 0XXMaatk, XOPOoLLO
nepeseayT.

Owunbkn nepeBoa pasnuyarTcs B 3aBUCMMOCTHM OT A3blka nepesoga. B
OAaHHOM criyyae  NCnosnb3oBan pPycCKui A3blK, YTOObI CyauTb, YTO MITOXO0
nepesogutcs. Mo moemy onbITy, OLLIMOKM NepeBoda Ha YKPaUHCKUIA K
PYCCKMI A3bIkN OOBbIYHO CXOXW, MOSTOMY TO, YTO paboTaeT Ansi pyccKoro
yutartensi, 06bIYHO ByAeT NOMNe3HO yKpanHcKomy untatento. CrnaBsiHCkMe
A3bIKM OObIYHO HE NEPEBOAAT Tak e XOPOLLO, Kak 3anagHoeBponenckue
A3bikn. CnegoBaTernbHO, UCMONb30BaHNE PYCCKOro s3blka A1 3TOM
uenu, no-euganMomy, npegnaraeT onTUMarbHbI KOMIPOMUCC MEXAY
NOSTHOTOM M 3PPEKTUBHOCTBIO.



A writer such as Tiabbi is an artist. In addition to telling a
compelling story, marshaling facts and presenting them logically,
he must write in a way that is interesting to read. A traditional
translator shares these objectives. The best of translations have
attempted to reproduce the style, the lyricism, the poetry of the
original.

My objective is simpler: to make Tiabbi's text intelligible to a
foreign reader. This means overcoming deficiencies in the
automated translation process. It also means explaining cultural
references that Tiabbi assumes will be familiar to an American —
but will not be to a foreigner. Most readers of the dual-language
text will have some knowledge of English. If it is strong enough,
they can bathe in the beauty of Tiabbi's original text, turning to the
translation only for clarification.

My technique takes advantage of the online medium. Following
the American red-blue convention, | put the names of left-leaning
media in blue and right-leaning in red. Tiabbi makes extensive
use of colloquial English, not all of which translates well.
Understanding Tiabbi's story requires some familiarity with
American culture and politics. | put words that did not translate
well, or need an explanation, in green, and follow them with an
explanation, also in green and in parentheses, using simple words
that | expect will translate well.

Translation errors differ depending on the target language. In this
instance | have used Russian to judge what translates badly. In
my experience, Ukrainian and Russian translation errors are
usually similar, so what works for a Russian reader will usually be
useful to a Ukrainian reader. Slavic languages generally do not
translate as well as Western European languages. Therefore, the
use of Russian for this purpose seems to offer the optimal trade-
off between completeness and efficiency.
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A Hapelock, YTO 3TO AenaeT TekcT Tuabou B LIeNoM YMTaeMbIM Ha
LeneBoM s3bike. TeM He MeHee, NoAxoa Ha ABYX A3blkax
0O3HavaeT, YTo YnTaTenb BCeraa MMeeT A0CTYN K OpurMHanbHOMY
aHrMUICKOMY S13bIKy B KQ4YeCTBE 3arnacHOro BapuaHTa.

Tnabbun macTtepckm obecnevmBaeT rmMNepPCChIsiki B NOAEPKKY
CBOEWN NCTOPUU. DTO MOXKET OblTb HECKONBbKO MyratowmmMm Ans He
roBOPSILLIEro NO-aHrIMNCKN: 3TO TpebyeT nepexoaa no CCbISKe U1
yAaneHusi BCero, 4YTo NosiBNSETCS B NepeBogymke. A Bkoyaro
pasfaen B KOHLE 3TOro JOKyMeHTa C O4eHb KpaTKMM ObCyaeHnem
HEKOTOPbIX TEPMUHOB, KOHLIENLUIA U COKPALLLEHUIA, KOTOPbIE, KaK
oxxmnpaeTt Tnadbbwu, ymtatenu 3HatoT.



It is my hope that this makes Tiabbi's text generally readable in
the target language. However, the dual language approach means
that a reader always has access to the original English as a
fallback.

Tiabbi does a masterful job of providing hyperlinks to support his
story. These can be somewhat daunting for a non-English
speaker: it requires following the link and dropping whatever
shows up into a translator. | include a section at the end of this
document with a very short discussion of some of the terms,
concepts and abbreviations that Tiabbi expects readers to know.
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1. HoBbiu npoekT: Untitledgate

" nouemy Russiagate moxoxk na Deflategate

MaT1T Tant6u16 anpensa 2019r.

lNpumeyvaHune ansa YntaTenen:

Hate Inc. 3aBeplieHa ( Ha4HWUTE OTCloAa , eCnv Bbl €€
nponyctunn). 3To ByaeT Ha NonKax ¢ He3HaYNTENbHBIMN
n3mMeHeHusaMuU B okTabpe, onybnnkosaHHoM OR Books . No3axe
TOT e nsgarens 6yaet nybnvkoBaTtb neyaTHble Konun «busHec-
cekpemos 60pbbbi ¢ Hapkomukamuy ( Bbl MOXeETEe NPoYMTaTh

30€ecChb ) .

Ctp. 6


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://taibbi.substack.com/p/new-project-untitledgate
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://taibbi.substack.com/people/263053
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://taibbi.substack.com/p/introduction-the-fairway
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.orbooks.com/catalog/hate-inc/
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://taibbi.substack.com/p/authors-note-and-preface-the-business-secrets-of-drug-dealing
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://taibbi.substack.com/p/authors-note-and-preface-the-business-secrets-of-drug-dealing

1. New project: Untitledgate

And why Russiagate is like Deflategate

Matt Taibbi Apr 16, 2019

Note to readers:

Hate Inc. is completed (start from here, if you missed it). It will be
out on shelves with minor alterations in October, published by OR
Books. The same publisher will later be publishing hard copies of
The Business Secrets of Drug-Dealing (which you can read here).
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£ HeMHoro Goporncs 3a To, YTo AenaTtb Aanblle B 3TOM
npocTpaHcTBe. A Hayan paboTaTb Ha OAHUM
noBecTBOBaTENbHBLIM NPOEKTOM B cheBpare, a 3aTeM B MapTe.

W, HakoHeL,, HECKOMbKO Heaenb Ha3ag, nocne BCTyneHus
Substack, « Russiagate a1o nokornenue B OMI1 (opyxkue
MaccOoBOro rnopakenusa) ,» MeHda Bbi3aBanun Ha Fox News ObIBLUUIA
60 muHym penoptepa Jlapa JloraH. 3To NpuBENO K HOBOW Maee.

CyTb KOMMeHTapwus JloraHa 3aknodanach B TOM, YTO 6bino 6bl
HEenIoxo HanmcaTb O HECKONbKNX Belllax, koTopble CMU
owmnbnuck B « Pyccknx BopoTax» , HO eLle 04HO - NMOSIHOCTLIO
paccnegoBaTtb geno. NogpasymeBanock, YTO penopTtep U3
nnbepanbHON TOProBow TOYKK, Kak « PosinuHe CmoyH» , HUKorga
He nonaeT Tyaa.

370 cnpaeeanueo. NTak, urpa npogomnkaetca. A caenat 310
paccnenosaHue.

HasBaHue 3T1oro npoekra siBnsieTcsa 3anonHuTenem. A gobaento
HaCTOSALLYHO, KaK TONbKO CAenak A0CTaTOYHO KOMaHuM, YToObI
NOHATb, C YEM Mbl 34eCb UMEEM [ero.

3a nocrnegHne Heckonbko NeT Russiagate HaHecna MHe NUYHLIN U
NMCUXOSTOTMYECKMI YPOH, U 51 faxe He ocBeTun aTo! Heckonbko
paHHUX CTaTen C KOMMEHTaPUSIMU, BblpaXXaloLWMMN CKeNTULUM3M B
« PonnuHe CmoyH», n ogHo 6onbLuoe acce B 3TOM MecTe
HEeCKOmNbKO Heaenb Ha3azj 3aBoeBany NoYTH yHMBEpcanbHoe
npes3peHne Komnner, Kaxylleecs OTKNIoYeHNe Ha kKabenbHbIX 1
pagnocTaHumsx, rae s korga-1o 6bin NOCTOAHHLIM FrOCTEM, U
Bbl3Banu perynsipHble 06BUHEHWS (OT NONIMTUYECKUX N Meana
aeatenen obomnx) ObiTb PyCCKMM LUNMOHOM. OTO BbINo Ans
Havana.

Bce BbiwenepeydncneHHoe B nopsgke. HUKTO, KTO xo4yeT apysen,
He OOKeH natn Ha aTty paboTy. VcTHHas 06eCnoOKOEHHOCTb,
KOTOPYK nocTaBun « Panicrent» , 3akntoyanacb B TOM, YTO 3TO
3aCTaBuo MeHS BONTHOBATLCH, YTO A CXOXY C yMma.
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https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://taibbi.substack.com/p/russiagate-is-wmd-times-a-million
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-features/the-russia-story-reaches-a-crisis-point-121429/
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-features/the-russia-story-reaches-a-crisis-point-121429/

| struggled quite a bit over what to do next in this space. | started
working on one narrative project in February, then another in
March.

Finally, a few weeks ago, after the Substack entry, “Russiagate is
this generation’s WMD _(Weapons of Mass Destruction),” | got
called out on Fox News by former 60 Minutes reporter Lara
Logan. This led to a new idea.

The gist of Logan’s comment was, it was all well and good to write
about a few things the media got wrong on Russiagate, but
another to do the job of fully investigating the case. The
implication was a reporter from a liberal outlet like Rolling Stone
would never go there.

It's a fair point. So, game on. I'll do that investigation.

The title of this project is a placeholder. I'll add a real one once |
do enough digging to know what we’re dealing with here.

In the last few years, Russiagate has taken a personal and
psychological toll on me, and | haven’t even really covered it! A
few early commentary pieces expressing skepticism in Rolling
Stone and one big essay in this space a few weeks ago won the
near-universal scorn of colleagues, a seeming blackout on cable
and radio stations where | once was a regular guest, and spurred
regular accusations (from political and media figures both) of
being a Russian spy. That was for starters.

All of the above is fine. No one who wants friends should go into
this job. The real concern Russiagate posed was that it caused
me to worry | was losing my mind.
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B TeyeHmne noytun Tpex net 60nbLLMHCTBO MOUX KOSSer kasanoch
MHE yBEpPEeHHbIM B YeM-TO, YTO Ha MepBbIA B3rNg Kasanocb MHe
NPOHU3aHHbIM Abipamy. OHKM nonaranu, 4to JoHanba Tpamn Obin
ycTaHoBneH B benom gome B pesynbTate KOBApHOro, LLUMMOHCKOro
3aroBopa B CTUIe MaHbYXypcko2o kaHdudama,
npogomkasLlerocsi Aonrne rogapl, koraa n3 Mockebl ObiT BbiCaH
LAHTaXMPOBaHHLIM Tpamn, 4YTobbl NOrybmute Hac N3HYTPW.
Paccka3bl, ocHOBaHHble Ha rmnoTes3ax, Takue kak « Bom 18
MPUYUH, o KomopbiM Tpamn mo2 bbimb PYCCKUM aKmugomy,
HeoXnaaHHO cTann oObIYHBIM SAIBNIEHNEM B TaKUX U3AAHUSIX, KaK «
BawuHamoH nocmy .

OTa nctopus 6bina HaCTONbKO ManoBEePOSATHON, YTO A nogymarn,
YTO XypHanuMcTam noHagobutcsa BaBoe 6onbLue 06bIMHOro
noaTBepXaeHus, 4Tobbl NpeanoxuTs ee NyénuyHo. Bmecto aTtoro
UM, Ka3anocb, HY>KHO ropa3fo MeHbLUe, YeM 0OblYHO. A Havan
crnbllaTh OT ntoaen B busHece, YTo ObINIO 3HaYUTENBHOE
KONMYEeCTBO HErnacHoro LwenoTta, NoaKPEnsoLEro 3T UCTOPUMN.

OpHa 13 Tem, KOTOPYHO S NbITancst NoAYePKHYTb, - GOMBLUMHCTBO
3aroBOPOB MPOUCXOAAT MNof OTKPbITbIM He6oM. Mpobnema MHormx
cepbe3HbIX hOpM KOPPYMLUMKU HEe B TOM, YTO OHU AepxaTcs B
ceKpeTe, HO OHU BUAHbI BCEM, U HUKOMY HET [0 3TOro Aena.

Hanpumep, oo n nocne kpaxa 2008 roga Bbl MOrN 0GHapYXunTb
6e3yaepKHy CUCTEMHYIO (DMHAHCOBYIO KOPPYNUUIO B N060M
HanpasneHun. Bbl Takke MOXeTe NPONTU NpakTuyeckn B ntodoe
OKPY)XHOE 3JaHue cyaa no BCcen cTpaHe U HanTu AoKa3aTenbCTBa
MOLLEHHUYeCTBA.

BaHku n nx ropnagnyeckue pvpmbl, 3aHMMaLLMECs BbIKYNOM
nMmyLLecTBa, rogaMn Uckanm BbiCENeHUs Ha OCHOBaHUN
noaaenbHbIX «pobo-nognncaHHbIX» 4OKYMeEHTOB. Bce, 4To Bam
HY>XHO ObINo caenatb, YTOObl HAUTW NPECTYNIEHNE, - 3TO
npuHecTu B Ntobyto rpaddCkyto perncTpaTypy CrmMcoK rnaBHbIX
danbLINBBIX «CTapLUMX PYKOBOAUTENEN», KOTOPbIE Noanucanu
TbICAYN ApYrMX 4eNCTBUI MO noTepe npasa Bbikyna (« [luHaoa
[PVH » - NnpuMep), U Bbl MOrMY HANTN N3rHAHHOE U3rHaHWE Kenc.
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For nearly three years, most of my colleagues seemed certain
about something that to me looked riddled with holes at first blush.
They believed Donald Trump had been installed in the White
House as a result of a devious, years-long Manchurian Candidate
style espionage plot in which a blackmailed Trump had been sent
from Moscow to ruin us from within. Conjecture-ridden stories like
Here are 18 Reasons Trump Could Be a Russian Asset were
suddenly commonplace in outlets like the Washington Post.

This story was so unlikely on its face that | thought reporters
would need twice the usual amount of confirmation to suggest it in
public. Instead, they seemed to need far less than the usual
amount. | started to hear from people in the business that there
was a significant amount of off-the-record whispering buttressing
these tales.

One of the themes I've tried to emphasize is most conspiracies
happen in the open. The problem with many serious forms of
corruption isn’t that they’re kept secret, but they're visible to
everyone and no one cares.

For instance, before and after the 2008 crash, you could find
rampant systemic financial corruption in any direction. You could
also walk into almost any county courthouse across the country
and find evidence of fraud.

Banks and their “foreclosure mill” law firms for years sought
evictions on the basis of phony, “robo-signed” documents. All you
had to do to find crime was bring to any county record office a list
of the major fake “senior executives” who’d signed thousands of
other foreclosure actions (“Linda Green” is an example) and you
could find a bent eviction case.
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B TeyeHne MHOrMx neT 3To BbI3bIBANo U3rHaHWe nogen n3 nx
AOMOB M3-3a CUCTEMATUYECKOW IHKeCBUAETENLCTBA. TEM He
MeHee, B3biCKaHMe ObIfo CIOXHBIM U CKyYHbIM, NO3TOMY NIOAAM B
OCHOBHOM ObInio BCce paBHO. KoMnaHum, KOTopble co3ganu aTy
CMCTEMY MOLLEHHMYECTBA, ObININ B KOHEYHOM UTOre OBHApPYXEHbI
n paxe nobyxaeHbl NPU3HaTb TO, YTO OHM CAEeNany B HEKOTOPbIX
cny4yasix, HO UM paspeLunnm octaTbca B busHece 6e3 yronoBHoro
HakasaHus.

Mo MoeMmy onbITy, UMEHHO Tak BbIrnsasaT 3aroBopbl. CUMbHbIE
aKTepbl He CKIOHHbI y4acTBOBaTb B 3aroBopax, NOTOMY YTO B
GOnNbLUMHCTBE Cry4aeB UM 3TO He HY)XHO. OHWU MOTyT KpacTb U
pacTpayMBaTh Ha OTKPLITOM BO34yXe, MOTOMY YTO nybnuka nuéo
CIULLKOM He 3anMHTepecoBaHa, NnMbo GeccunbHa pearvpoBaTts.

ECTb UCKNOYEHMSs, C OOHUM U3 KOTOPbIX 9 CTOMKHYMCA, MBS 3a
rpaHuuen. B koHue ceHTabpa 1999 roga BoguTens aBTobyca B
poccuickoM ropofe Psa3aHb 3aMeTurn nogo3puUTeNnbHYO MaLlnHY,
OCTaHOBMBLLYIOCS HanpoTmB xuroro goma. OH CMOTpen, Kak ABoe
MY>XYMH HECYT MELLIKM Y BXOAA B 34aHue.

OH BbI3BaAN NoNMUMIO, KOTOpas Halwna B nogsarne okosno 300
PYHTOB pefKON BOEHHOW B3pbIBYATKM NOL Ha3BaHWEM rekcareH.
MecTHble BnacTu BbIBE3NN B3pbIBYATKY 3a MU0 OT ropoda u
B3opBanu ee. HoBbIN npembep-MuHUCTP Bnagummp MNyTunH Ha
cnegylowmin AeHb Hayan BOMHY NpoTnB YeyHu.

Bce 3ToO Npon3oLLo B KOHTEKCTE Cepumn B3PbLIBOB XUMbIX JOMOB B
MockBe 1 ee OKPECTHOCTSIX, B KOTOPbIX NPaBUTENbLCTBO yTnHa
06BMHMMNO YeyveHueB. [InNg poCCusH 3Tu B3pbiBbl ObIfIM NOX0XKN NO
NCUXONOrMYECKOMY BO3LOENCTBUIO Ha CTpaHy Ha B3pbIBbl 11
ceHTabps.

"opsiuMmn 3aroBOpLUMYECKUI CNYX TOrO0 BPEMEHW COCTOAN B TOM,
4YTO B Npouecce 06e3BpexnBaHnSA pa3aHcKon 6OMObI MECTHbIE
Konbl OOHapYXUnu gokasaTenbCcTBa TOro, YTO B3pbiBYaTKa bbina
3anoxeHa Tam ®CB, npeemHukom KI'b. Maeqa 3aknoyanack B
TOM, YTO nNpaBuTENbLCTBO NyTUHA NbITanocbk B30pBaTb CBOUX
rpaxkgaH, 4Tobbl onpasaaTh Hayano BONHbI.
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For years, this caused people to be tossed out of their homes
based on a form of systematic perjury. Still, foreclosure was
complex and boring, so people mostly didn’t care. The companies
that built this fraud system were eventually found out, and even
induced to admit what they’d done in some cases, but were
allowed to stay in business without criminal penalties.

In my experience this is what conspiracies look like. Powerful
actors are disinclined to engage in cloak-and-dagger plots
because they mostly don’t have to. They can steal and embezzle
out in the open, because the public is either too disinterested or
impotent to respond.

There are exceptions, one of which | ran into while living abroad.
In late September of 1999 a bus driver in the Russian city of
Ryazan spotted a suspicious car stopping in front of a residential
building. He watched two men carry sacks into the building
entrance.

He called the cops, who found about 300 pounds of a rare military
explosive called hexagen in the basement. Local authorities took
the explosives a mile out of town and detonated it. The new Prime
Minister, Vladimir Putin, launched a war against Chechnya the
next day.

This all took place in the context of a series of deadly apartment
bombings in and around Moscow, which Putin’s government
blamed on the Chechens. For Russians, these bombings were
similar in national psychological impact to the 9/11 bombing.

The hot conspiratorial rumor at the time was that in the process of
defusing the Ryazan bomb, local cops uncovered evidence the
explosives had been placed there by the FSB, the KGB’s
successor agency. The idea was, the Putin government had tried
to blow up its own citizens to justify the launch of war.
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B 10 Bpems 5 xumn B MockBe, 1 Yy MeHs 6binn opy3bs B
poccunckon npecce, B TOM YMCIEe HEKOTOPbIE U3 rMaBHbIX
NPeCTYNHUKOB CTPaHbl (>KypHanucTbl-paccrieqoBaTtenu) , KoTopble
61K yoexaeHsol, 4Tto NyTuH aTo caenan. A gyman, 4To OHM
cymacuegwme. Teopus Kasanacb OUKOBMHHOW Jaxe no
POCCUNCKNUM MepKaM.

Ho mowu poccuinckue konnern Obinm HaCTONYMBLI, U BCKOPE
Hayanu pacnpocTpaHATLCH BCEBO3MOXHbIE n3obnuyatomne
dakTbl, obmumanbHO NoaTBEPXKAEHHbIE / AONYLEHHbIE
rocygapcteoM. ®CE He Tonbko nyonn4HO NoATBEPAMNA CBOKO
pOfb B PA3@HCKOM MHUMAEHTE (OHM CKasarnu, YTO 3TO « YYEHUS »),
HO 1 Psig XXypHanucToB, KOTopble paccnegoBanu PssaHb, B utore
ObINn N36UTLI NN YOUTLI, B TOM YMCne ABa, KOTOPbIX S 3Han
NNYHO.

OAavH 13 Hux 6bin GbIBLLIMI HosoUl 2azembl ace penopTep M YneH
napriameHTa B KoHe4yHoM mntore KOpum Schekochikin , oT koToporo
S1 4aCTO COBETOBaNMChb Ha APYrMx UCTOPUN B AEBAHOCTbIX rofax.
OH 6bin youT B 2003 rogy. OH Bo3rnaensn napnamMeHTCKyo
KOMWCCUIO NO paccrefoBaHuio B3pbIBOB.

A 0o cmx nop He 3Hato, 4YTO AymaTtb 06 3TOM cry4yae, HO
PA3AHCKUI UHUWOEHT CTan BaXXHbIM YPOKOM, YTODObI He
cbpacbiBaTbh CO CHETOB KaKyt-NTMOBO MCTOPUIO TOSNBKO MNOTOMY, YTO
3TO 3BYYUT Heneno Ha ee nuue. Kak ckasan MHe OauH U3 MOUX
poccunckux apysen-penoptepos: «daxe nogm B PCh cmoTpat
CMULLKOM MHOro ounbmoB». [lpyrumm cnosamu, B 3ToM Mype
MHOrO rMynocTu, U ero pasHOBUAHOCTb MNNaLL-U-KUHXKarn
CyLLleCTBYeT, B TOM Yucre NoToMy, YTO MHOMME MOLLEHHUKN
cumTaloT cebsa pomMaHTUYHbIMK hurypamm n HeAOCTaTOUHO YMHbI,
4YTOObI CKY4HO B CBOUX KOPPYMUMOHHbLIX AENCTBUSX (OenarT nx
nroxue AencTBUst HEUHTEPECHDI) .

B cnyyae c aTMm npoekTtoM A HasbiBato ero Untitledgate, notomy
4YTO UHGOPMALIMM NO-NPEXHEMY CIIULLKOM Maro, 4Tobbl aTb emy
OQHO3HaYHOE UMS.

Crp. 10


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.nytimes.com/2002/02/01/world/russian-says-kremlin-faked-terror-attacks.html
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://cpj.org/data/people/yuri-shchekochikhin/

I was living in Moscow at the time and had friends in the Russian
press, including some of the country’s top muckrakers
(investigative reporters), who were convinced Putin had done it. |
thought they were crazy. The theory seemed outlandish even by
Russian standards.

But my Russian colleagues were insistent, and soon all sorts of
damning facts officially confirmed/conceded by the state began
rolling in. Not only did the FSB publicly confirm a role in the
Ryazan incident (they said it was a “training exercise”) but a
number of reporters who investigated Ryazan ended up beaten or
killed, including two | knew personally.

One was former Novaya Gazeta ace reporter and eventual
parliament member Yuri Schekochikin, from whom I'd frequently
asked advice on other stories in the nineties. He was
assassinated in 2003. He had been heading a parliamentary
commission to investigate the bombings.

| still don’t know what to think about that case, but the Ryazan
incident was a major lesson not to discount any story just because
it sounds preposterous on its face. As one of my Russian reporter
friends told me, “Even people in the FSB watch too many movies.”
In other words, there is a lot of stupidity in this world, and the
cloak-and-dagger variety of it does exist, among other things
because many crooks imagine themselves romantic figures and
are not smart enough to keep their corrupt acts boring (make their
bad actions uninteresting).

In the case of this project, I'm calling it Untitledgate because
information is still too lacking to give it a definitive name.
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A He 3Hato, aBngeTca nn pacckas Tpamna-Poccum
MeXAyHapO4HbIM 3aroBOPOM, KOTOPbIV ObliT Hagnexalmm
obpasom nomeveH kak «Bpata Poccun» , nnm ato Ha camom gene
BornbLuUe NoxoXxe Ha ckaHgan ¢ HaA30poM, KOTOPbI
pecnybnukaHubl Ha3bIBaOT Spygate , unu ato gaxe 4to-To Gonee
rnynoe, Moxet ObiTb, BbizBaHHas CMW maccoBas ncuxoreHHas
©ones3Hb Mbl 4OIMKHbI HA3BaTb YTO-TO Bpoae Reportergate .

Byaylee Ha3BaHMe 3TOW KHUMM CBOAUTCS K OQHOMY BOMPOCY:
KaKkoro YyepTa aTa uctopmsa?

Hwnkakas NCTOpUA HEe NMeeT CMbliClia, NOoKa Bbl HE Y3HaeTe, KaK 3TO
Ha4anocb, U Mbl 4O CX NOP HE 3HAaeM 3TOro 34ecChb.

Heckonbko neT Hasaa, B NpuUcTyne Aocaabl, S pewwunn 3arnsHyTb B
cnopTuBHbIN ckangan Deflategate (dyTtbony He xBaTaeT
nasrneHuns) . Kak ypoxeHey boctoHa n dpaHat MatpuroTos,
ocgelleHne gena B CMU cesoamno meHs ¢ yma. A He 3Han,
BO3MYLLATLCA NN 13-3a KNeBeTbl HA MOK NIOOBMMY0 KOMaHAgy v
onnakMBaTb MOW pogHou kny6, 6yay4m MoLeHHNKaMu.

MaBHbIM 0O6pPa30M 3TO NPOM3OLLNIO NOTOMY, YTO OCHOBHOE
npaBuIIo OTYETHOCTM HapyLUarocb OKOMO AecATka pa3 B A€Hb.

£ HasbiBato 31O npaswunom PoHa BypryHavn: yucrno akcriepmos, ¢
KomopbIMU 8bl OOIKHbLI npolimu cobecedogaHue, npexoe 4em 8bl
cMoXeme nosiydums dogepue o mexHu4yeckol meme, obpamHo
MporopyuoHarbHO 8aweMy ypO8HIO Hegexecmaa.

MoaTomy, ecnv Bbl HEMHOTO 3HaeTe O nNpegMeTe, Bbl MOXETe
B35ITb MHTEPBbLIO Y TPEX UIM YETLIPEX SKCMNEPTOB. ECnu Bbl
abconTHO HNYEro He 3HaeTe, 3TO JOMKHO ObITb Bonblle AecATH
Wnn NaTHaguaTu.

4 npowen Yepes 310, Korga Hadan ocsellaTb Yonn-ctput. Korga
MHE NMPMXoaUIIOoCh NMcaTh O KpeauTHbIX 4edonTHbIX ceonax, CDO
N Opyrnx UHaAHCOBbLIX UHCTPYMEHTaX, S 3Han HOrMb.
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I don’t know if the Trump-Russia tale is an international conspiracy
that has appropriately been tabbed Russiagate, or if it's actually
more like the surveillance scandal the Republicans call Spygate,
or if it's even something dumber, maybe a media-generated mass
psychogenic illness we should call something like Reportergate.

The future title of this book comes down to one question: what the
hell is this story?

No story makes sense until you know how it started, and we still
don’t know that here.

Years ago, in a fit of pique, | decided to look into the sports
scandal Deflategate (The football has not enough pressure). As a
Boston native and Patriots fan, media coverage of the case was
driving me crazy. | didn’t know whether to get outraged over a
smear of my favorite team, or go into mourning over my
hometown club being cheaters.

Mainly, this was because a basic reporting rule was being violated
about a dozen times a day.

| call it the Ron Burgundy rule: The number of experts you have to
interview before you can be credible on a technical topic is in
inverse proportion to your level of ignorance.

So if you know a little something about a subject, you can get
away with interviewing maybe three or four experts. If you know
absolutely nothing, it should be more like ten or fifteen.

I went through this when | started covering Wall Street. When |

had to write about credit default swaps and CDOs and other
financial instruments, | knew zero.
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EomHcTBEHHBIN cnocob vyBCTBOBaTL cebsi B 6e3onacHOCTH Npu
BbINOSIHEHMM TaKoW paboTbl - 3TO ONPOCUTL Ky4y ntogen. U Bbl
4yyBCTBYeTe cebsi 4eNCTBUTENbHO YBEPEHHO, TOMBKO €CNn
HauyMHaeTe CrblWaTb OOHY U TY X€ UCTOPUI0 CHOBA M CHOBA.

Moatomy nepen CynepkybkomM st ONpoOCui TOHHY 3KCMEPTOB O
AaBreHnn Bo3ayxa 1 Apyrnx 3aragoyHbiX Hay4HbIX BOMpoOCax,
KOTOpble AOMMHMPOBASM B 3TOM UCTOpUN. A AosmkeH Obin
N3BMHUTBCS 3a TpaTy BpeMeHU Takux nogen. ictopus, KoTopyto s
Hanucarn, HO HUKOr4a He perncTpypoBarn, cogepxana asa
3aaBneHns ob oTkase: 4YTo A 3 boctoHa, 1 3T0:

3710, 6€3 COMHEHWS, camasl rnynasi ICTopus, Haf, KOTOPOW S
Koraa-nnbo paboTan.

[lnsa nepcnekTrBbl (HACKOMBKO rnyna ata UCTopKs) , S Takke
ocBelLan roHky npoctutytok B Mockee, noctaHoBky «[doH >KyaHa»
OnNs TeaTpa KNOYHOB U HeyAaBLUYOCA NOMbITKY (Ha caMoMm gene,
aaxe He bnnskyto) nobuTb pekopa MHHeca No BENUUMHE B MUpe
nMpaMuabl C KPbILLKOW OT BYThINKN ...

A 6yay YecTeH: rnyGoKo BHYTPU S HAAESNCS, YTO NOMyYeHHble
0TBeTbI onpasgatoT aTproTos.

OToro He cnyyunock. B ntore s onpocun okono natHaguaTm
pa3HbIX NPOdECCOPOB CO BCEW CTpaHbl. HekoTopble Gbinu
3abaBHO B30eLLEHbI, YTO MOCIe MHOTUX NEeT TAXKENoro
WHTEeNNeKTyanbHOro Tpyaa, 3ma UcTopusa BOOXHOBUNA
KYpPHanucToB.

OavH npodbeccop npucnan MHe crieayrollee Becenoe nucbMo:

«Kopb pacnpocTpaHsieTcs, NOTOMY YTO Ky4a Hay4YHO-HErpamMoTHbIX
Tynuy, He BygeT npMBMBaTb CBOMX AeTen, urosbin nucT Joaaa-
®paHka obpesaeTca Nobbmnctamm ¢ KOHrpeccMeHaMu B KapMaHax,
NoTOMY 4TO NyGnuka CrmMwKoOM MHOro4YMcrneHHa (HecnocobHa
aenatb apumeTrky), 4Tobbl 3a60TUTBECS UK gaxe obpatute
BHMMaHuWe, U NoCNeaHAst OCTaBLUASACA B MUPE HacTosALLas AMKas
MECTHOCTb (HETPOHYTasi Npupoaa) , OTKPbITbIA OKeaH, HaXo4UTCH
Ha pybke M3MeHeHust KnumaTa, B TO BPEMSI KaK Halum
npeacTtaBmMTenn ob6bABNAOT HAyKy O KNnnmaTte obmaHoM.
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The only way to feel safe when doing such work is if you interview
a ton of people. And you only feel really confident if you start
hearing the same story over and over again.

So before the Super Bowl, | surveyed a ton of experts about air
pressure and the other arcane scientific questions dominating the
story. | had to apologize for wasting the time of such folks. The
story | wrote but never filed contained two disclaimers: that | was
from Boston, and this:

This is without a doubt the dumbest story I've ever worked on.

For perspective (how stupid this tale is), I've also covered a
prostitute sack-race in Moscow, a clown-theater production of
“‘Don Giovanni,” and a failed attempt (a not-even-close attempt,
actually) to break the Guinness record for world’s largest bottle-
cap pyramid...

I'll be honest: deep inside, | hoped that the answers | got would
exonerate the Patriots.

That didn’t happen. | ended up surveying about fifteen different
professors from all over the country. Some were amusingly pissed
that after many years of hard intellectual labor, this was the story
that inspired a call from a reporter.

One professor sent me the following hilarious email:

“Measles is spreading because a bunch of scientifically-illiterate
dumbasses won't vaccinate their kids, the fig leaf of Dodd-Frank is
getting trimmed by lobbyists with congressmen in their pockets
because the public is too innumerate(unable to do arithmetic) to
care or even notice, and the world's last remaining true wilderness
(unspoiled nature) , the open ocean, is on the climate-change
chopping block while our representatives declare climate-science
a hoax.
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«Ho, KoHe4HO, cnpocnTe MeHs 0 3akoHe 06 ngeanbLHOM rase [ons
DeflateGate | ...»

A cnpocun ero 06 3akoHe 06 ngeanbHOM rase.

OTBeTbI, KOTOPbLIE A MNONYYMIT OT HEro U ApYrux, Gbinun
nocnegosarternbHbIMU. MOXHO 0XunaaTtb, YTO aTMOCdepPHbIe
ycnosus Ha pyTbonbHOM MaTye B XOrogHyto rnoroay 6yayTt
chaBaTb Wapbl HEMHOro, HO HeHaMHoro. lNondyHTa Ha
KBagpaTHbIv AonM (PSI) cocTaBnsany HWKHWIA nNpefern cnekTpa, a
4yyTb 60nee 1 PSI - BepxHu.

OfuH OTBET YYEHOrO M3 rocyaapcTBa, He Bxoasiiero B HoByto
AHIVI0, B 3HAYUTENBbHOW CTEMNEHU NOALITOXMUI ero:

«Ecnun Mbl npegnonoxmm [ MHozaue npedrioxXeHuUs niomHo20
)KapaoHa UCKITH4YeHbl 30eCh | ... OCHOBbIBAsACb Ha 3TUX OLlEeHKaX, S
He yaAUBMNIOCb YMEHbLUEHMIO NPUBNN3NTENBHOrO 3Ha4YeHus Ha 1
GYHT / KB.OOAMY.

Korga a nony4mn aTu oTBETHI, S BCE eLle eNcTBoBan B
npeanosioXXeHun, BbI3BAHHOM O4HMUM OLIMBOYHLIM PAaHHUM
otyeToMm ESPN, npocounBLIMMCA aHOHUMHbIMU 0L ManbHbIMK
nuuamun nurn (CywecTsyeT HEBEPOATHOE KONMYECTBO
napannenen mexay Deflategate n Russiagate kak HOBOCTHbIMU
ABNeHnsMun), 4to pyTbonbHble MAym MaTca Gbinm cnyLeHbl Ha
aBa uenbix PSI.

Tak 4TO TO, 4YTO A y3Han, He TONMbKO He onpasgarno [laTtproTos
(6ocToHckyo chyTOOMBLHYIO KOMaHAy) , HO N HACTOATENbHO
NPeAnonoXuro, YTO OHM BMELLANUCb B CBOU (DY TOOSBHbLIE MAYY
(oBanbHblE MAYM) .

A 6bIn B cepeavHe HanMcaHusa aTON yapyyatoLlen nctopun, korga
ProFootballTalk (4en rmasHbIn nucaTens Mank ®rnopuo cuntan
«Hauven naTpMoToB» HEHABMCTHMKOM) BbILLEN C UCTOPUEN CO
CCbIJIKOW Ha UCTOYHUK, KOTOPbIA rOBOPWUI, YTO dhakTudeckas
NMHNAUKMNA 6bina 6nvke K 1 PSI, yem k 2 PSI.

Crp. 13


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/early-lead/wp/2016/03/03/espn-finally-admits-a-deflategate-mistake-but-theres-still-plenty-to-address/%3Futm_term%3D.d0345fd546aa
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/early-lead/wp/2016/03/03/espn-finally-admits-a-deflategate-mistake-but-theres-still-plenty-to-address/%3Futm_term%3D.d0345fd546aa
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=http://profootballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/01/25/nfl-bears-plenty-of-blame-for-deflategate/
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=http://profootballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/01/25/nfl-bears-plenty-of-blame-for-deflategate/

“But sure, ask me about the ideal gas law [for DeflateGate]...”
| asked him about the Ideal Gas Law.

The answers | got, from him and others, were consistent.
Atmospheric conditions at a cold-weather football game could be
expected to deflate balls a little, but not much. Half a pound per
square inch (PSI) was about the lower end of the spectrum, and
slightly over 1 PSI the high end.

One answer from a scientist in a non-New England state pretty
much summed it up:

“If we assume [many sentences of dense jargon excluded here]...
based on these estimates, | wouldn’t be surprised by a decrease
in the ballpark of 1 PSI.”

When | got those answers, | was still operating under the
assumption, caused by a single erroneous early ESPN report
leaked by anonymous league officials (there is an incredible
number of parallels between Deflategate and Russiagate as news
phenomena) that the Pats’ footballs had been deflated by two
whole PSI.

So what | learned not only did not exonerate the Patriots (Boston
football team), it strongly suggested they’d tampered with their
footballs (oval balls).

| was in the middle of writing up that depressing story when
ProFootballTalk (whose chief writer Mike Florio was thought by
Patriots Nation to be a hater) came out with a story citing a source
saying the actual under-inflation was closer to 1 PSI than 2 PSI.
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A cobupancs nepenucatb 3Ty (415 MEHS) BECENYO NCTOPUIO,
KorQa s OCTaHOBMIICSl, OCO3HaB, YTO KIMHOYEBOM KyCOK
NHOpMaLMmM OTCYTCTBYET. A MNOHATUA HE UMEN, NOYEMY KTO-TO
pewwmnn nameputb PyTOOoNbHbIE MAYM B NEPBYIO OYEPEab.

BbIno okono naATu pPa3HbIX VICTOpI/IVI, KOTOpble nccnegosanu
CNOPTCMEHbI. BonbLWKWMHCTBO N3 HUX B KOHEYHOM UTOre NOABUNUCH
B ne4yatun B TOM U NHOM MeECTE.

MepBoHavYanbHO coobLlanock, YTo nony3awunTHUK KonTe
(komanga ns bantumopa) A'Keenn OXXeKCOH, KOTOPbIN
nepexsaTtun nepegady bpagun, nodyBcTBOBAanM, YTO MAY CIIULLKOM
MArKMIA. [PKEKCOH NOo3Xe oNpoBepr 3Ty Teoputo . [lpyras Bepcusi
3TON UCTOPMM 3akrtoManach B TOM, YTO cneumanncTt no
cHapsbkeHnto Colts, koTopomy [DKEKCOH Bpy4mnIT MAY,
NOYYBCTBOBASl, YTO OH CITULLIKOM MSITKUIA , YTO BbI3Bano
ncnblTaHue.

TpeTbs Bepcua nctopum - bantumopckme BopoHbl,
YHUYTOXeHHble NaTpuoTamn Ha NpoLnon Hegene, npeaynpeannm
KonbToB, 4TOGbI NPOBEPUTL MSAYMN.

UeTBepTas Bepcus uctopum dbina camon HagoeaimBomn.
MoBopunun, yto y Kontc 6bina nHgopmaumsa otkyaa-1o o
npegnonaraemblx npobnemax MaTpmnoToB, CBA3aHHbIX C
dhanbcudmkaumnen, gaxe 3a Mecsubl 4O 3TOro, Aaxe rnepen urpom
B 0ObIMHOM ce3oHe Ha Hepgene 11 B MlHguaHanonuce.

CornacHo ToMy OTYeTy, KOTOPbIV s TaKKe yCrbllan OT UCTOYHMKA
B nure, Kontc obHapyxun, 4to oyTbonbHble Msun [NaTpnoTos
ObINN NOKPbLITHI « AUMKMM BELECTBOM » U «rybyaTbiM», Koraa
Mark Agamc B 6e3onacHOCTK nepexsaTun Asa ms4a bpaan B
urpe 11 Hegenu. MNoaxe Kontc npountupoBan HeonpeaeneHHyo
« BONTOBHIO » BOKPYT JIUIK, yKa3blBaOLYO Ha TO, YTO MeToAbl
noameHbl NaTtpmnoToB Gbiny M3BECTHLI APYrMM KOMaHAaM.
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| was about to rewrite that (to me) cheerier story, when | stopped,
realizing a key piece of information was missing. | had no idea
why someone had decided to measure the footballs in the first
place.

There were about five different stories sportswriters were
examining. Most of these eventually appeared in print in one place
or another.

Initially it was reported Colts (Baltimore team) linebacker D’Qwell
Jackson, who’d intercepted a Brady pass, had felt the ball to be
too soft. Jackson later shot that theory down. Another version of
the story was that the Colts equipment man to whom Jackson
handed the ball felt it was too soft, triggering the test.

A third version of the story was the Baltimore Ravens, eliminated
by the Patriots the week before, had tipped off the Colts to check
the balls.

The fourth version of the story was the one that was most
bothersome. It was said the Colts had information from
somewhere about alleged tampering issues by the Patriots even
months before, even ahead of a regular-season game in week 11
at Indianapolis.

According to that report, which | also ended up hearing from a
league source, the Colts found the Patriots’ footballs to be coated
in a “tacky substance” and “spongy” when safety Mike Adams
intercepted two Brady balls in that week 11 game. The Colts later
cited unspecified “chatter” around the league indicating the
Patriots’ tampering practices were known to other teams.

| didn’t understand why that “unspecified” chatter couldn’t be
“specified” now that this had become a national scandal-mania,
but it was enough to make me pause.
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£ He noHUMan, NnoYeMy aTy «HeonpeaeneHHy» 60NTOBHIO
Henb3s BbINo «yKasaTb» cenyac, korga 3To CTano HalMoHarnbHON
CKaHOanbHOM MaHuen, HO 3Toro BbINo 4OCTAaTOYHO, YTOObI
3acTaBUTb MEHS 3adymMaTbCs.

CornacHo ogHoMy cueHaputo, « [ednatreit» 6bin nctopmen o
TOM, 4TO Kontc n BopoHbl B criy4aiHoOM Nopsiake peLumvnm
npoBecTn NpoBepKy pyTboNbHbIX Msyen MaTpnoTos, BO3MOXHO,
3Has, YTO HUKTO B fvre unu npecce He bygeT 4OCTAaTOYHO YMEH,
YTOObI NOHSATb, YTO XONOAHbIE PYTOONbHbBIE MAYM €CTECTBEHHbLIM
obpa3om TepsoT gaBneHve Bosayxa.

Mo apyrovi Bepcuu, y KOro-To Ha camoMm gene Gbina 3akoHHast
npuynHa nogo3pesaTb 1aTpUOTOB B TOM, YTO OHU YTO-TO
noLuanunm 4o NPOBEPKM MSYEN.

PasHuua mexay aTumm AByMS BEPCUSIMU UCTOPUM Bbina
AoBonbHO 6onblion. B nepsom, Deflategate 6bin o6maHOM 1
KpyLleHne meauna-noesga. Bropas Bepcus, no KpanHen mepe,
noTeHUmnanbHoO peanbHasi uctopmusa obmaHa. A Tak n He cmor
pa3obpaTbCs, YTO K YEMY, XOTH, €CININ YECTHO, A HE OYEHb
cTaparncs.

£ pacckasbiBato 3Ty abCypAHyo UCTOPUIO, YTODbI yKasaTb, YTO
HEBO3MOXHO 3HaTb, KaK co3aTb KaKylo-nnbo UCTOPUIO, NMOKa Bbl
HEe y3HaeTe ee NPOUCXOXAEHE.

OednatrenT , kakon 6bl abcypaHbli OH HY Obifn, B KOHEYHOM UTOre
UMen Te Xe XapakTepucTuku, 4to n « Bpata Poccuny , B ntobom
cny4yae kak dpeHomeH CMW. Mogo6Hbim xxe o6pa3om nctopusi
Obina Bbi3BaHa yTe4YkaMm 13 «odmumanbHbIX» MCTOYHUKOB,
HEeKOTOpbIE€ N3 KOTOPbIX OKa3anucb NpaBAown, a HEKOTOPbIE U3 HUX
- HeT.

Otyactn ns-3a atoro Deflategate , kak u Russiagate , ctpagaet ot
perynsipHbIX rMnepBeHTUNALMOHHbBIX 3aBbILLIEHHbIX OTYETOB U
rpy6bix owmnbok . Bein gaxke oguH, korga cotTpyaHuk «MaTtpnoTtosy
nepegaBan HeECaHKLIMOHMPOBAHHbLIN 6an pedepu, ncropus,
KoTopasi, BO3MOXHO, CTana nepBow B UCTOPUN CETU: penopTep
NCMpaBns CBOEro KOMJery B NpsamMom acpupe.

B npecce Takke LIMPOKO pacrnpocTpaHsanach YypesmepHas
peakuus, Kak, Hanpumep, B TOT MOMEHT, Koraa GbIBLUIMIA 3aLUTHUK
Mapk BpyHenn kpuyan no TeneBuaeHUo 0 MyKax BCEro 3Toro.
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Under one scenario, Deflategate was a story about the Colts and
Ravens randomly deciding to spring a check on the Patriots’
footballs, perhaps in the knowledge no one in the league or the
press would be smart enough to realize cold footballs naturally
lose air pressure.

In another version, someone actually had a legit reason to suspect
the Patriots of doing something iffy prior to checking the balls.

The difference between those two versions of the story was pretty
large. In the first, Deflategate was a hoax and media train wreck.
The second version is at least potentially a real cheating story. |
was never able to sort out what was what, although to be honest, |
didn’t try very hard.

| tell this absurd story to point out that it's impossible to know how
to frame any story until you know its origin.

Deflategate, absurd as it was, ended up having a lot of the same
characteristics as Russiagate, as a media phenomenon anyway.
The story was similarly driven by leaks from “official” sources,
some of which turned out to be true and some of which very much
did not.

In part because of that, Deflategate, just like Russiagate, was
plagued by regular hyperventilating over-reports and gross errors.
There was even one about a Patriots employee handing an
unapproved ball to a referee, a story that led to maybe a first in
network history: a reporter correcting his own colleague on live
TV.

There was also widespread overreaction in the press, like for
instance the moment when former quarterback Mark Brunell cried
on TV about the anguish of it all.
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Ho rnaBHO€e CXOA4CTBO 3TOW rnynon nctopumn ¢ 6eckoHeyHo bonee
cepbesHblM genom B « PoccurenT» - ato npobnema
NPOVCXOXOEHNS: Mbl BCE €LLEe HE 3HaeM, Kak 3TO Ha4yanoco.

A HeodmumanbHO CMOTPIO Ha Russiagate yxxe noyuTn Tpu roga. B
OCHOBHOM 3TO CBSI3aHO C MPOCMOTPOM ONy6IMKOBaHHbIX
HOBOCTEN N NMOBTOPHbLIM ONPOCOM Ha3BaHHbIX MCTOYHUKOB, YTOObI
y3HaTb, MOMY4YUN NM A Te XXe OTBEThI, YTO U NepBOHaYasnbHbIe
penopTepbl.

HekoTopble UCTOpMM NOSBAANMCH OANHAKOBO, HO MHOTME Apyrue,
Kak, HanpumMep, 4acTo UMTUPYEeMbI pacckas o KamnaHuu Tpamna,
KoTopas BMeLLMBanach Ansa co3fgaHus «nNpopoCcCUNCKON
nnatcopmbl B PecnybnukaHckoMm HaunoHanbHoOM cbhesae,
NpVBOOUIM pasnnYHble NOBECTBOBAHWS NPU PaCCMOTPEHWUMN.

NcTopus, koTopasi Bbi3biBaeT HaMbomnbLUee pacxoxaeHue, - 3To
NCTopus 0 TOM, Kak Ha4anockb paccnegosaHue ObP.
OdmumansHo paccnegoeaHne ®bBP nog HasBaHUEM «
[NepekpecTHbIV yparaH » Hadanocb 31 uons 2016 roga u 6bino
BbI3BaHO NOAO3PEHUSIMU, CBSA3aHHLIMU C ObIBLLMM COBETHUKOM
Tpamna no BHelwwHen nonutuke [hxopaxkem MNanagonynocom
(koTOpOro 0AMH U3 NCTOYHUKOB B KaMnaHum Tpamna Ha3Ban «He
aaxke-a-a»). Kope-Manbymk»).

£ yxxe Hawen HeCKonNbKOo Ablp B 3ToM nctopun. CyLectByroT
JoKasaTenbCTBa TOro, YTO Kakoe-TO paccregoBaHne 4encTBum
agMuHucTpaumm Tpamna - Bkntovasi He Tonbko MNManagonynoca u
nogoObHLIX ObiBLWEro MeHemkepa kamnaHum MNona MaHadopTa, HO
n reHepana Mawkna ®nuHHa - Nnponcxoauno, BO3MOXHO, Ha
LIEeCTb MecsLEeB paHblue, YeM coobLLanock, U, BO3MOXHO, Aaxe
paHbLUE, YeM TOT.

To, 4TO A yXKe y3Han Ha aToT cyeT, ByaeT Temoun nNpeacTosLLen
nepson rnasbl. OcHoBHas npobnema nHopmMauumn cHoBa Noxoxa
Ha 6e3ymHoe geno [dednatrenta . 310 npobnema KypuHOro sinua.
Bbina nn 3akoHHas npuyMHa Hayatb cO6op AaHHbLIX O KamMNaHUn
Tpamna u ee «cBasax» ¢ Poccuen, unum ato 6bino paccnegoBaHune
B MOMCKaxX NPUYNH?
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But the main similarity of that silly story to the infinitely more
serious Russiagate affair is the origin issue: we just don’t know
how it started, still.

I've been informally looking into Russiagate for almost three years
now. Most of this has involved going over published news stories
and re-interviewing named sources, to see if | got the same
answers as the original reporters.

Some stories came up the same, but many others, like for
instance the oft-cited tale about the Trump campaign intervening
to create a “pro-Russian” platform at the Republican National
Convention, produced different narratives upon review.

The story that produces the widest variance is the one about how
the FBI investigation began. Officially, the FBI’s goofily-named
“Crossfire Hurricane” investigation began on July 31, 2016, and
was spurred by suspicions involving onetime Trump foreign policy
advisor George Papadopoulos (whom one Trump campaign
source described to me as a “not-even-a-coffee-boy”).

I've already found a number of holes in that story. There’s
evidence that some kind of investigation of Trump administration
figures — including not just Papadopoulos and the likes of ex-
campaign manager Paul Manafort, but also General Michael Flynn
— was going on perhaps six months earlier than has been
reported, and probably even earlier than that.

What I've already found out on that score will be the subject of the
coming first chapter. The basic problem of the information is again
similar to the maddening Deflategate affair. It's a chicken-egg
issue. Was there a legitimate reason to start collecting data on the
Trump campaign and its “links” to Russia, or was it an
investigation in search of reasons?
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« Russiagate » - ogHa n3 Benvkux 3aragok copemeHHocTun. bes
COMHEHUS, OH NPeBPaTUNCA B OAMH U3 CaMblX CTPAHHbIX U
HenpocTuTenbHbix CMWU B nctopun. A 6yay BaaBatbes B
NoApPOBHOCTU. YKe ACHO, YTO KPYNHbIE HOBOCTHbIE OpraHM3aumm
HaMepeHHO NUTanuck Ae3nHdopMaLmen Co CTOPOHbI HbIHELLHUX
1 BbIBLUNX COTPYAHUKOB CNy06bl 6e3onacHoCTH, KOTOpble
HeHagnexawum obpa3om BMeLLanuncb BO BHYTPEHHIOK MOMUTUKY.

MHOro4ncneHHble NCTOPUM, HA KOTOPbIE S| CMOTPEST, BO3MOXHO,
Aaxe 6biny n3obpeTeHbl ONTOM (BKITHOYAst HECKONBbKO NCTOPUNA,

KOTOpble NPeanonoXnTenbHO Obinn cBA3aHbl ¢ MHpopMaunen,

pa3paboTaHHOW MHOCTPaHHLIMK crnieucnyxoamn).

3aecb Takke MOXeT ObiTb UCTOPUS O TOM, YTO HEKOTOpPLIE HE
COBCeEM JerarnbHble popmbl HAbMOAeHNS sABNAOTCS bonee
PYTMHHBIMK B AMEpUKe, YeM Mbl Aymanu. [onbITK1 CKpbITb 3Ty
Gonee WMpOoKyl peanbHOCTb, BO3MOXHO, Cbirpanu posb B
HeKkoTopown obLLeCTBEHHON Ae3nH(opMaLMM 00 3TOM KOHKPETHOM
cnyvae.

N, HakoHeL, CO CTOPOHbI N0AEN, y4aCTBOBABLLMX B KaMnaHum
Tpamna 1 BOKpyr Hee, BO3MOXHO, MMENN MecTo
31oynoTpetneHns unu BoisbiBatolLee 6GECNOKOMCTBO NoBeAeHe,
KOTOpPbI€ BbI3Banu YECTHbIN, XOTA U Ype3MepHbIii, OTBET CO
CTOPOHbI Briacten. HECOMHEHHO, YTO-TO BbI3BaNO PaHHIOK CEPUIO
3anpocoB. Ho He3aBMCUMMO OT TOrO, YTO YMo - Mo ecTb, He Gbina
MOJTHOCTBIO packpbITa.

£ cobupatocb B3rnsHYTb Ha BCE 3TO, U 1 HAOEKCb, YTO YnTaTenm
OyayT 4oBepATb TOMY, YTO S BblkONars, N0 TON NPOCTON NPUYMHE,
4YTO MHE He 0c060 BaXXHO, B KOHEYHOM UTOre aTa MCTOpPUS
nogpbiBaeT nunu otpuuaeT (xopoLla nnun nnoxa) doHanea Tpamn,
3a Unu NpoTMB AEMOKPATOB, 3a U NpoTMB cnyxb 6e3zonacHocTu.

A He cpanaT Tpamna - 9 Hanucan 0 HeM KHUTy « be3yMHbIU
npe3udeHm-KaoyH» . Y MeHs Takke ecTb rnybokoe nogo3peHne o
TOM, YTO aMepUKaHCKMe 1 GpuTaHcKne pasBeaynku, no-
BMAMMOMY, ObINK KINOYEBBLIMN MCTOYHMKAMU MHOTUX HOBOCTHbIX
ctoxeToB « Pocrenta» .
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“‘Russiagate” is one of the great mysteries of modern times.
Without question it developed into one of the most bizarre and
inexcusable media messes ever. I'll be getting into that in some
detail. It’s already clear major news organizations were
intentionally fed disinformation by current and former security
officials, who improperly inserted themselves into domestic politics
on an unprecedented scale.

Numerous stories I've looked at may even have been invented
wholesale (including several stories that supposedly involved
information developed by foreign intelligence services).

There may also be a story here about how certain not-quite-legal
forms of surveillance are more routine in America than we have
been led to imagine. Attempts to conceal this wider reality may
have played a role in some of the public misinformation about this
specific case.

Lastly, there may have been malfeasance or troubling behavior on
the part of people in and around the Trump campaign that
triggered an honest, if overzealous, response by authorities.
Undoubtedly something triggered an early series of inquiries. But
whatever that something is, hasn’t been fully disclosed.

I’'m going to look at all of this, and | hope readers will trust what |
dig up for the simple reason that | don’t particularly care whether
this story ultimately cuts for or against (is good or bad for) Donald
Trump, for or against Democrats, for or against the security
services.

I’m no fan of Trump — | wrote a book about him called Insane
Clown President. | also have a deep suspicion of the American
and British intelligence figures who appear to have been key
sources behind many of the Russiagate news stories.
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OTO HOBOCTb, KOTOPYHO, 1 MOAO3PEBALD, HAKTO HE XO4eT
TpaHCnMpoBaThb B NOSTHOM o6beme. Kak Mbl, BEPOATHO, y3HaeM,
Korga BbligeT otyeT Mionnepa, ntoboe paccrnegoBaHue
[oHanbga Tpamna, ckopee Bcero, NpuBeOET K MHOXECTBY
cMmyLLaloLen nHgpopmauum o npesungeHTte. Ho ectb Takke
NPU3HaKM TOro, YTO acnekTbl 3TON UCTOPUM MOTYT B KOHEYHOM
nTore cmywiaTb doegepanbHbIX COTPYAHNKOB
NpaBOOXPaHUTESNbHBIX OPraHOB U pa3BedblBaTENbHbIX CIYXO,
KoTopble AecaTUneTMsiMm Obinn Konneramm Kak reHepanbHOro
npokypopa bunna bappa, Tak 1 cneumnansHOro Npokypopa
Po6GepTa Miwonnepa.

Mo aTON NpUYMHE 5 HE OXMAato, YTO NnosHas
AENONNTM3NPOBaHHAA BEPCUS 3TON NCTOPUM NOABUTCA B Nto6om
KpYMHOM HOBOCTHOW opraHu3auuun. TonbKO TOT, Y KOro eCTb
POCKOLLb He 3ab60TUTLCA O KOM-TO, KTO 0BuXKaeTcsa Ha aTy
NCTOPUIO, MOXET COOBLLNTL 06 3TOM NOMHOCTbLIO.

MHe Bce paBHo [lepBLi B3HOC (r1aBa) NPUMEPHO Yepes Heaento.
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This is a news story that | suspect no one wants aired out in full.
As we’'ll likely find out when the Mueller report is released, any
investigation of Donald Trump will likely yield reams of
embarrassing information about the President. But there are also
indications that aspects of this story may ultimately be
embarrassing to federal law enforcement and intelligence officials
of the type who for decades have been colleagues to both
Attorney General Bill Barr and Special Prosecutor Robert Mueller.

For this reason, | wouldn’t expect a full, depoliticized account of
this story to appear in any large mainstream news organization.
Only someone who has the luxury of not caring who takes offense
to the story can be expected to report this thing out in full.

| don’t care. First installment (chapter) in about a week.
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2. Russiagate 6b1n xxypHanuctom QAnon

(vacTtb 1)

Otyer MoJuiepa noka3biBaeT: TPH rojia OCBELICHUs
HOBOCTeH ObliIM 0e3yMHOM TeopHeil 3aropopa
(ITpexucioBue 0e3 HA3BaHUA)

MatT Tancbu a

lMpumeyaHue dns yumameneu: Ha3o8ume 3mo rnpPeoduc/I08UEM U3
0syx yacmedl k Untitledgate . B nepeou anase, komopasi CKopo
rosi8uUMCcs, pacckasbleaemcsi 0 MPOUCX0X0eHUU paccriedo8aHus,
HO 5 nodymari, 4Ymo umeem CMbIC/T O3HaKOMUMbCS C OMYemom
Mronnepa, komopeil esbiweri. Bom Hekomopsie 8b1800bI.

OkoHuaTenbHoe oTkpbiTUe, Bknagku MKOJINIEP OEHL , 6bino
HauuoHanbHbiM 6eacTememM ans 60nNbLUMHCTBA HOBOCTHbIX
opraHusaumn.
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2. Russiagate was journalist QAnon (Part

1)

The Mueller report reveals: three years of news
coverage was insane conspiracy theory (Untitledgate
preface)

Matt TaibbiApr 24, 2019

Brings Closure to:

Note to readers: call this a two-part preface to Untitledgate.
Chapter One, coming soon, is about the origins of the
investigation, but | thought it made sense to go through the
Mueller report now that’s out. Some conclusions follow.

The final revelation, tabbed MUELLER DAY, was a national
emergency for most news organizations.
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MouTun Kaxgbl penopTep n pegaktop ¢ npodunem 6oinm
Bbl3BaHbl Ha 6appukaabl yTpoM 18 anpens * n oxugaroT
6ombapaunpoBkn Gomdamu.

Bce BewatenbHble 1 kabernbHble CTaHUUK, KPYrHble raseTbl U
OHManH-BbIXOAbl NEPEXOANIN B aBapunHbIA pexnm, opamy B
HOBOCTHOM OTZA€ene CTapon LUKOMbI, B KOTOPOW KaXabl COTPYOAHUK
rotToBuT 6ecnpepbiBHbI MapadOHCKUA KOHTEHT O CaMOWn BaXKHOW
NCTOPUN B UCTOPUN.

Byoet nn Tenesedywul (durbm) nanga HakoHew, pogut? MNpuaet
nn Manblwka [bkeccurka xu1BbiM Yepes 56 yacoB B Konogue?
MoryT nn 6biTb 3BYKW XN3HM BHYTpY 3aTOHyBLUEro Kypcka?

CoBceM HegaBHO: AENCTBUTENBbHO N LEenble
«pecnekTabernbHble» HoBoCcTHble CMU Amepuku nposenu 22 ¢
NUWHUM Mecsila, 6opsck C Npo3payvyHON TeopMen 3aroBopa, BCyxX
MOnsICb 0 TOM, YTOObI BbIBLUMIA rMaBa ®BP cnac nx ot [loHanbaa
Tpamna, kak KynbTUCTbI, oXXugarowme npoxoga k HebecHbim
Bpatam Ha Xenn-bonne Comet?

KabenbHble xo3sieBa 3aHMManu Mecta Ha 04eHb OOMbLUMX
Habopax, 4YToObI aaTb CBALWEHHOro AokyMmeHTa. OH BbiHECET
cyxaeHue o Tpamne, noaTBEPANT rogbl MONTHUEHOCHOIO
OCBEeLLEHNS U NPeaoCcTaBUT paspeLleHne NokMHyTb KnaccHyto
3eMno 1 NPoNTM YPOBEHDb 3BOSIOLIMM YENOBEKA.

CNN nokasan Henenyw rpynny M3 BOCbMW YENOBEK , YNEHbI
KoTopou 6binn B spocTu 3apaHee. KommeHTaTopbl Obinn B
pexnme NonHon SSpoCTu € 24 mapTa, Koraa 3rom kel u
reHeparnbHbI Npokypop bunn Bapp (koTopbin B
noBecTBoBaTeNbHOM HeyaobcTee Obln 61M3KMM APYrOM CBATOrO
Po6epTta Miwonnepa B TedeHve 30 neT ) oTnpaBun KpaTkoe NMcbMo
B KoHrpecc, pa3buBas Hagexxabl Ha 3aBepLuatoLni
nNpe3ngeHTCKUI 3aroBop.
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Most every reporter and editor with profile was recalled to man
barricades on the morning of April the 18th,* and await the
bombshell of bombshells.

Every broadcast and cable station, major newspaper, and online
outlet went into crash mode, an old-school newsroom drama in
which every employee coffees up to deliver nonstop marathon
content about the Most Important Story In History.

Will the Anchorman (movie) panda finally give birth? Will Baby
Jessica come up alive after 56 hours down a well? Could there be
sounds of life inside the sunken Kursk?

More recently: did America’s entire “respectable” news media
really spend 22-plus months humping a transparent conspiracy
theory, praying out loud for a former FBI chief to save them from
Donald Trump, like cultists awaiting passage to Heaven’s Gate on
the Hale-Bopp Comet?

Cable hosts took places on extra-large sets to await the sacred
document. It would pass judgment on Trump, validate years of
fulminating coverage, and grant permission to leave Classroom
Earth and graduate the Human Evolutionary Level.

CNN featured a preposterous eight-person panel, whose
members were furious in advance. Commentators had been in full
rage mode since March 24th, when evil always-liar and Attorney
General Bill Barr (who in a narrative inconvenience has been
close friends with St. Robert Mueller for 30 years) sent a brief
letter to Congress dashing hopes for a Presidency-ending
conspiracy.
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To, 4TO Tak HasbiBaemoe «nNncbMo bappa» Obino « hanbLInBKOM
» N KOBApPHOW NOXbIO - « OECCMbICNIEHHON », Kak Bblpasuncs xo
Ckapbopo - 6bI10 NpUHATO 6e3 COMHEHUI B KomMepyeckux CMI.
OTO cYMTanochb NOMUTUYECKUM AOKYMEHTOM U TaKTUKOW OTCPOYKY,
npegHasHadeHHoW Anis Toro, Ytobbl gatb dpaHaTam Tpamna
BPEMSI PackpyTUTb BELLM, Npexae YeM NosBMTCA HacTosLwas
npasga.

Omouunn, 3apsikarowwme naHenb CNN ytpom 18-ro, Gbinn
npeamMeToM BHMMaHUS (YTO-TO OYEHb BrieyaTnsamoLlee) .
MpodeccroHanbHble geatenun CMU, uba paboTta 3aknovaeTcs B
TOM, 4YTOObI COXpaHATb XNagHOKPOBME B 30HAX BOEHHbIX
OEeNcTBUI, 30HaX CTUXUNHBLIX OeAcTBUI, paccTpenax LUKONbHUKOB
N OPYruX Y>KacHbIX CLieHax, Oblnn SBHO NOTPSCEHbI, NepenosHEHbI
CMECbI0 00HaAEXNBAOLLMX OXNUOAHWUIA U MPEBEHTUBHOIO
BO3MYLLEHMS.

OHn 6binn B 6eleHcTBe, Bapp aaxe nnaHupoBan npecc-
KOHgepEeHUMIO, 3MUMUCh Ha peaaKkummn, KOTOPbIX OHY eLe He
BUAENN, N AaXe KUNenn n3-3a HEYMECTHOCTU, KOTOPOM Y HUX He
ObIN0 HM ManewnLwero npuaHaka, 6u1no unn GyaeT MMeTb MecTo,
kak Tpamn vnu bapp, yTeepxgatoime NCnoHUTENBHYH
NPUBUNETNIO.

«BoT BakHas BeLLb - O TOM, YEro Mbl HE 3HaeM», - oTpesana Jlopa
KoyTc, topugmyecknin aHanntuk CNN , Ha TemMy npuBunerun.

«Mbl 3HaeM ero nMMYHYI0 TOYKY 3peHus», - ckasarn BeayLwmin [HkoH
KuHr. «Mbl 3HaeM nuyHbIn B3rMsa bunna bappa Ha oyeHb
CUITbHYIO UCMOMHUTENBHYIO BracTby.

«OyeHb cunbHagay, - ckasana crapwmin nonutosor nopus
Boprep.

«O4eHb cunbHBINY, - cornacunack koppecnoHaeHT [aHa bau,
NMOTOMY YTO B HOBOCTHbIX BbINyCcKax TenenporpaMmm HUKoraa He
GbIBaeT CNMLWKOM MHOrO NI0AEN, COrNacHbIX Ha TO, YTO BCEro
Yepes3 HeCKONbKO MUHYT 3TO OKaXeTcs OWNBOYHbIM.

OHKM npogomkunn cnekynupoBaTb, YTo Tpamn unu bapp moryT
NonbITaTbCA OTCTOATb UCMOSNTHUTENbHY NPUBUIIETNIO MO
CPaBHEHWIO C AEeNCTBMAMM 3N0oxM KamnaHun. KoyTc HactamBan
Barr «ny4we 6bITb B COCTOSIHUM OO BACHUTBLY» , €CNK OH
nrnaHupoBan caenartb Ymo .
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That the so-called “Barr letter” was a “fake” and a treacherous lie
— “meaningless” as Joe Scarborough put it — was accepted
without question across commercial media. It was deemed a
political document and delaying tactic, designed to give Trump
fans time to spin things before the real truth came out.

The emotion charging the CNN panel the morning of the 18th was
a thing to behold (something very impressive). Professional media
figures — whose job is keeping a cool head in war zones, natural
disaster areas, shootings of school children, and other horrific
scenes — were visibly shaken, overcome with a mix of hopeful
anticipation and pre-emptive outrage.

They were furious Barr even planned a press conference, angry
about redactions they hadn’t yet seen, and even seething over
improprieties they hadn’t the slightest indication had or would
occur, like Trump or Barr asserting executive privilege.

“Here’s the important thing about — about what we don’t know,”
snapped Laura Coates, CNN’s legal analyst, on the privilege
subject.

“‘We know his personal view, though,” said anchor John King. “We
know Bill Barr’s personal view on a very strong, executive power.”

“Very strong,” said senior political analyst Gloria Borger.

“Very strong,” agreed correspondent Dana Bash, because you
can never have too many people on a cable news set agreeing
about something that in just a few minutes will turn out to be
wrong.

They went on to speculate that Trump or Barr might try to assert

executive privilege over campaign-era actions. Coates insisted
Barr “better be able to explain” if he was planning to do that.
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«Kopwu Bykep He morna npeteH4oBaTb Ha UCMOSTHUTENbHbIE
npusuneruun, Kamana Xappuc, Nut ByTturer, oHX He npe3naeHT
CoeguHeHHbIX LLTaToBy, - 3asBuUna oHa.

Hag Ha MSNBC «YTpo xo» Scarborough, Muka BxeanHckun un
Bunnu Geist 6binm B nonHom cenesexHke (04eHs 3011) Hag
peweHnem bapp o npoBegeHUn nNpukUMHyo (npecc -
KOHhbepeHLUMs) 4o Bbixoga OTYeTa, a He nocrie. 3To nobyanno
Ckapbopo nepeocMbICNNTb pamMKn UCNOSTHUTENBHON BNnacTu. «Ha
OAHHBIN MOMEHT KaXXeTCsi CTPaHHbIM, YTO NPEe3NaEeHT AOSMKEH
BblOpaTh (BbITb B COCTOAHMM BbIOpaTh) CBOEro reHepasnbHOro
NpoKypopay, - TOP>KeCTBEHHO CKa3ar OH.

Bcs cueHa npeactasnsina cobo MUKPOKOCM NOCneAHnx net
ocBelleHust: be3paccydHble cnekynsauum, konebnwouleecs,
OTKPbITO 0OBUHSOLLIEE NONOXEHNE, NpeaenbHO 3Ible MOTUBbI,
NPUNNCLIBaEMbIE HE3HAYUTENbHBLIM AENCTBUSAM, NPUHLUNNANBHOE
cornacue Bo BceM (0cobeHHO 6e3rpaHnyHas nameHa
npesuaeHTa), OTCYTCTBME OONYLLEHMSI O BOSMOXHOCTU CEPbIX
obnacren - BpaxxgebHOCTb K NPOCTOMY NPEeANONoXEHUI, YTO
paccnenoBaHue Mionnepa MoXeT nokasaTb Tpamna v ero
COTPYAHMKOB KaMMNaHUN HEBUHHbLIMM, JaXe He BCEro, HO TONbKO
HEKOTOpPbIX BELLEN.

PenopTtepbl oomkHbl ObITb 6onee NOONLITHLIMKU, YEM
BIOXEHHbIMY (3axBaveHHbIMY Bepor) . BOT nodemy MHorne mns
Hac 3aHANMCb 3TMM AenoM, MOTOMY YTO Mbl pa3gensiem aTy
npnyyay NMYHocTu. MonnTrK, KOTOPLIM Bbl 4ONTO BOCXULLAMMUCh,
ObIN NorMaH, Koraa noBuin U en aBTOCTONLINKOB? MHTepecHbIn!
AHTUBOEHHbIN NOJNIUTKK, KOTOPOrO Bbl 3HANW rogamm, Gbin
3ameydeH Ha BeyepuHke B opuce Lockheed-Martin, a 3atem
nporonocoBarn 3a NOBTOPHYO aBTopusaumto F-35?7 3syunt
HenpaBunbHO, HO AaBanTe NpoBepuM. YacTb paboTbl
3aknto4YaeTcs B TOM, YTOObl HUKOrga He 3aboTUTbCA O TOM, YTOObI
ObITb YBEPEHHBLIM B 4eM-NMBO0, Mo KpanHen mepe, B paboyee
BpeMS.
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“Cory Booker couldn’t now claim executive privilege, Kamala
Harris, Pete Buttigieg, they’re not the president of the United
States,” she declaimed.

Over on MSNBC, “Morning Joe” Scarborough, Mika Brzezinski
and Willie Geist were in full spleen (very angry) over Barr’s
decision to hold a presser (press conference) before the release
of the report, instead of after. It prompted Scarborough to re-think
the framework of executive government. “It seems bizarre at this
point the President should get to pick (be able to select) his own
Attorney General,” he said solemnly.

The whole scene was a microcosm of the last years of coverage:
unhinged speculation, a flailing, openly accusatory posture,
maximally evil motives ascribed to insignificant actions, lockstep
agreement on everything (especially the limitless treason of the
president), no allowance for the possibility of gray areas, hostility
toward the mere suggestion that the Mueller investigation might
reveal Trump and his campaign staffers to be innocent, not even
of everything, but just some things.

Reporters are supposed to be more curious than invested
(captured by belief). That's why a lot of us went into this line of
work, because we share that personality quirk. A politician you
long admired has been caught capturing and eating hitchhikers?
Interesting! The antiwar pol you’ve known for years was spotted at
a Lockheed-Martin office party, then voted to reauthorize the F-
35?7 Doesn’t sound right, but let’'s check. Part of the job is to never
care enough to be certain of anything, at least not during business
hours.
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OnpegensitoLlen yepton npecc-kopnyca « Pycrent» 6bina
onpeaeneHHocTb. OH 3Han Bce 3apaHee, U BCSKUIM pas, Korga aTo
OKasblBanochb HemnpaBubHbIM, OH MPOCTO Nepexoaun K
cnegyoulemy, 4To 3Han. Hanpumep, ytpom 18-ro, nepea tem, Kak
BblLLEN OTYET, Mbl Y3Harnu, YTO NPUBUIIETMN UCMONHNTENBHOM
BfacTW HMKOrAa He oTcTamBanuck. Tak gonro ([powan) oo
oyepenHOoM NONEMUKN, KOTOPOKW HMKOrga He ObIno.

OHu nepeLnu K cnegytoLLen yBepeHHOCTU: NOMHbIA oT4eT
noaTBEpPAMT roabl NoA03PEHMI, NOATBEPANB BCE 3TU
cOoepXvBaeMble 3MOLMMN.

«#1 yBepeH, 4To BCE C HETEPMNEHNEM XKMYT KHOMKY OOHOBMNEHUS Ha
Beb-canTe MnHncTepcTBa OCTULMKNY, - ckasana cTaplias
koppecnoHaeHTka CNN B benom gome Namena bpayH. «Ha
JAaHHbIA MOMEHT, Mbl BCE O4eHb XOTMM HavaTb YMTATb>.

OHM GbinNK rotoBbl coOpocnTh (BLIBPOCUTL) CBOM KOHTENHEPbI. OHK
ObINN roTOBLI FOAaMWN.

3aTem oT4yeT Bbllern.

[laBaliTe Ha4yHeM ¢ Toro, Yero Hem B goknage CneunanbHOro
coBeTHuka PobepTta Mionnepa o paccnegoBaHuUy pOCCUNCKOro
BMeLLaTeNbCTBA B nNpe3naeHTckne Bbldopbl 2016 roaa :

HeT HuKaKkoro waHTaxa, HMKakoro nnaHa Brnagnmupa lMNyTtuHa «no
KpanHen mepe Ha NaTb NeT» Ans coBeplleHcTBoBaHMsA [JoHanbaa
Tpamna, HET B3ATKM B CTO MUSIFIMOHOB A0NNAPO0B, NPESSIOKEHHOM
rnason PocHedTn NUropem CeunHbim KapTtepy Mengxy, n HeT
«perynsapHoro obmeHa» passeggaHHbiMy Mmexay Poccuen n
TpamMnom KOTOpbIK, N0 croBaM BPUTAHCKOIO 9KC-CynepLUnMoHa
Kpuctodepa Ctuna, nugopmmpoan lNyTnHa o geaTenbHOCTU
POCCUICKNX ONurapxos B AMepuke, no KpamHen mepe, «8 net».
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https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2018/02/03/carter-page-nunes-memo-216934

The defining characteristic of the Russiagate press corps was
certainty. It knew everything in advance, and whenever it turned
out to be wrong, it just moved to the next thing it knew. On the
morning of the 18th, for instance, before the report came out, we
learned executive privilege was never asserted. So long
(Farewell) to another controversy that never was.

They moved to the next certainty: the full report would prove years
of suspicions true, validating all that pent-up emotion.

“I'm sure everyone is eagerly hitting the refresh button on the
Department of Justice Web site,” gushed CNN senior White
House correspondent Pamela Brown. “At this point, we're all just
very anxious to start reading.”

They were ready to shed (throw away) their containers. They’d
been ready for years.

Then the report came out.

Let’s start with what isn’t in Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s
Report on The Investigation Into Russian Interference In the 2016
Presidential Election:

There’s no blackmail, no plan by Vladimir Putin of “at least five
years” to cultivate Donald Trump, no hundred-million-dollar bribe
offered by Rosneft chief Igor Sechin to Carter Page, and no
“regular exchange” of intelligence between Russia and Trump,
who according to British ex-super spy Christopher Steele had
been informing on Russian oligarchs’ activities in America, for
Putin, dating back at least “8 years.”
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Tarke HeT noe3aku B [Npary agsokatom Tpamna Manknom
KoaHom; Hukakoro quid pro quo (amo dns amozo) noboro poaa,
HWKakoro Tpamna, «oToABuraloLero pOCCUMCKOe BMeLLaTernbCTBO
B YKpauHy» kak BONpoc KamnaHun B obmeH Ha yteukn DNC
(NMpepocTaBneHne HecaHKLMOHMPOBAHHON MHopMaL K
KYpHanucTam) ; HeT «XopoLLo pa3paboTaHHOro 3arosopa o
COTpyAHu4ecTBe» Mexagy Poccuen n kamnaHmen Tpamna,
ncnonbayowen MNengxa n gpyrmx B Ka4ecTse NocpeHUNKOB; U
HUKaKNX «OBLLUMPHBIX CEKCyanbHbIX YCNYr OT [pycckux]
NPOCTUTYTOKY.

[MonucaTb NeHTy (BMAEO , KaK XXeHLMHbI urinat e ) 4eNCTBUTENbHO
nony4aet ynoMmmHaHwe B goknage Mionnepa. 3T1o cHocka 1395 n
onucbiBaeT busHecmeHa Neoprusa Puxunagse, KOTopbi rOBOPUT
Ko3Hy, 4TO OH «OCTaHOBWI MNOTOK KacceT», NO3XKe HacTansas Ha
TOM, YTO «KOMMIpOMEeTUpYyLoLMe 3anmcuy bbinu danswmebiMu. Ho
370 Bce. [1o aTMm 1 gpyrum Bonpocam, OTHOCALLMMCS K
AOMUHUPYIOLLEN Teopun 3aroBopa NocrnefHuX Tpex neT, Aoknag
Mionnepa siBNseTca KpaTkKUM 1 OKOHYaTEerbHbIM.

ByayTt maccoBble nnap-ycunusi, B KOTOPbIX «pearnbHOM UCTOpUEn»
BCe BpeMs ByaeT Kakoe-TO coveTaHne POCCUMACKOro
BMeLLaTensbCcTBa v / nnun npenaTcTemsa npasocyauto. KoHevHo, B
OT4yeTe eCTb TOHHA, KOTOopas Bbi3blBaeT BECMNOKONCTBO, U eCriv Bbl
MOKMOHHKUK Tpamna, KOTOpPbIM S HE ABMISAIOCH U HUKOrAa He Obin,
Aaxe BO3MOXHO, YTO HEKOTOPbIE MaTepuarnbl, ONUCaHHbIe
Mtionnepom, noTpAacyT Bac. [loHanba Tpammn, ONMCaHHbIA B 3TOM
oT4yeTe, ABMNSAETCH B 3HAYUTENbHOW CTEMEHU NEPCOHAXEM,
KOTOPOro Mbl AOCTATOYHO XOPOLLUO 3HAEM: HYXAaloLLMMCS,
konebnoLwmmMcs, HeBeXO0W, SIBHO HACTOMbKO MPUBBIKLLIMM K
XW3HM Ha BepLUMHE OpraHn3aLmm YacTHOro CeKTopa, YTo OH He
MOXEeT MOHATb KOHLENUMIO NoBeAeHYeCcKne orpaHN4eHuns, Kak
3akoH. CHOBa M CHOBa OH rOBOPUT TO, YTO HW OAMH NOSINTUK CO
3[paBblM CMbICIIOM He cka3an bbl, Tpebysa «NoANbHOCTUY OT
aupektopa ®BP, NockorbKy BOKPYr HEMO KPYXXUTCS
KpUMUWHarbHbLIN cKaHOar, CTOHasa ero reHepansHOMY NPOKYpopy:
«Kak Tbl MOr NO3BONUTL 3TOMY CNyunTbes, [hkedd?» n «Thbl
AO0ImKeH Obin 3awmTuTh MeHs!» Ha nepBbi B3rnsg, cambli
yXKaCHbI OTPLIBOK C IOPUANYECKON TOYKN 3PEHNSA BKIIOYAET B
cebs ykasaHue agBokaty benoro goma [JoHy Makrany:
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There is also no trip to Prague by Trump lawyer Michael Cohen;
no quid pro quo (this for that) of any kind, no Trump “sidelining
Russian intervention in Ukraine” as a campaign issue in exchange
for DNC leaks (providing unauthorized information to reporters) ;
no “well-developed conspiracy of cooperation” between Russia
and the Trump campaign using Page and others as
intermediaries; and no “extensive sexual services from [Russian]
prostitutes.”

The pee tape (video as women urinate) does get a mention in the
Mueller report. It's footnote 1395, and describes businessman
Giorgi Rtskhiladze telling Cohen he’d “stopped the flow of tapes,”
later insisting to investigators the “compromising tapes” were fake.
But that’s it. On these and other questions relevant to the
dominant conspiracy theory of the last three years, the Mueller
report is curt and definitive.

There will be a massive PR effort insisting the “real story” all along
was some combination of Russian interference and/or obstruction
of justice. Of course there is a ton in the report that is disturbing,
and if you’re a Trump fan, which I’'m not and never have been, it's
even possible that some of the material Mueller describes will
shock you. The Donald Trump described in this report is pretty
much the character we’ve come to know pretty well: a needy,
vacillating, ignoramus, clearly so used to life at the top of private-
sector organizations that he can’t understand the concept of
behavioral constraints like the law. Over and over he says things
no politician with sense would say, demanding “loyalty” from an
FBI director as a criminal scandal swirls around him, moaning to
his Attorney General, “How could you let this happen, Jeff?” and,
“You were supposed to protect me!” At first blush the most
damning passage from a legal perspective involves a directive to
White House Counsel Don McGahn:
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17 vioHs 2017 roga npesnaeHT no3soHun MakraHy 4omon u
nopy4unsn eMy no3BOHUTb UCMNOMHAOLEMY 06A93aHHOCTM
reHeparnbHOro NPoKypopa u ckasatb, 4To Yy CneumanbHoro
afBoKaTa BO3HUK KOH(PIUKT MHTEPECOB, N ero HeobxoaMMo
yaanuThb.

Moxoxe, 4To B peanbHon 6ecene Tpamn ckasan MaklaHy:
«[NosBoHu Pogy [PoseHwwTenny], ckaxun Pogy, 4to y Mionnepa
€CTb KOH(NUKTBI, 1 OH HEe MOXeT BbITb CrneynansHbIM
coBeTHMKOMY». [1o3xe, nocne Toro, kak Bbllwna ctatbs New York
Times, 8 komopol coobLianock o ero npukase Makrany, Tpamn
nonpocun MakraHa «co3gaTtb 3anuck, YTobbl SICHO AaTb MOHATb,
4YTO Npe3nJeHT HMKOraa He npukasbiBan MakraHy yBonuTb
CneumnanbHoro coBeTHukay. Kak 3akntoumn Mionnep, aT1o Obina He
Kakasi-To cTpaTerusi Npecchbl, a «BepOsiTHO, Npeanonaraemoe
npoaoskaroLeecs paccnenoBaHve 1 nodble BolTeKatowmne ns
Hero pasbupartenbcTBay, TO eCTb B LieNisaX CO34aHUSA NOXHOM
3anvcu ansg criegoBaTtenen.

B ntobom cnyyae, koraa MakllaH oToaBMHYN naet cos3aaHus
danbwmsomn 3anucu, Tpamn pasbirpan kapTy NpsiMo un3
HavanbHOM LUKOMbI. «5 HUKOrga He roBOpU« OFOHb », - CKasarn
OH. «f1 ckasan croBo« OroHb »?» (Tpamn He ByaeT
€AVHCTBEHHbBIM MEPCOHaXeM B 3TON NCTOPUK, 4TOObI NpnbErHyThL
K 3TOM TakTuke). Bce 310, KOHEYHO, NPSIMO NPOTUBOPEYUUT TOMY,
yto Tpamn ny6nunyHo ckasan 06 atom: «[ogaenbHble HOBOCTH,
pebsTa. NogaenbHblie HOBOCTU. TUNuYHasa danblumBas HOBOCTb
n3 New York Times .

B ntobom gpyrom KoHTeKcTe (1, BO3MOXHO, C NtobbIM Apyrnm
npesngeHToM) ato, 6e3ycnoBHO, byaeT npenarcTBuem ang
npasocyaus. KTo 3HaeT, 370 ewle MoxeT BbiTb, TEXHUYECKN. Tem
He MeHee, 1 Mor 6bl, BEPOSITHO, CECTb Y NEPEYNCIINTL ThICAYY
BELLleN, KOTOpbIE caenan unu ckasan Tpamn, KOTopble ABNAITCS
bonee ckaHganbHbIMKU, YEM 3TO, TeEM Boree YTo, KakK Bblpasnscs
Mionnep, He BbINo HUKaKNX JOKa3aTeNbCTB KOCHOBHOIO
npectynneHunsa». PeweHne Mionnepa nepegatb Bonpoc 06
obcTpykuun bappy, 3Has, 4To OH He ByaeT ero npecnenosarb,
KakeTcsl, CUIMbHO FOBOPUT O €ro OLleHKe OCTarnlbHOW 4YacTu 3TOn
NCTOPUN, UMK HEe-UCTOPUM, KakK 3TO BbIno. Tpamn JormKeH Gbin
ObITb HEBMHOBEH B «OCHOBHOM NPECTYNMeHnn» nodtn o abcypaa
ana Mionnepa, KoTopbin 6bi1 4OBONLHO TpeboBaTeneH K Apyrnm
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On June 17, 2017, the President called McGahn at home and
directed him to call the Acting Attorney General and say that the
Special Counsel had conflicts of interest and must be removed.

It seems in actual conversation Trump said to McGahn, “Call Rod
[Rosenstein], tell Rod that Mueller has conflicts and can’t be the
Special Counsel.” Later, after a New York Times story reporting
on his order to McGahn came out, Trump asked McGahn “to
create a record to make clear the president never directed
McGahn to fire the Special Counsel.” As Mueller concluded, this
was not any kind of press strategy, but “likely contemplated the
ongoing investigation and any proceedings arising from it,” i.e. for
the purposes of creating a false record for investigators.

In any case, when McGahn pushed back on the idea of creating a
fake record, Trump played a card straight out of elementary
school. “I never said ‘fire,” he said. “Did | say the word ‘fire’?”
(Trump will not be the only character in this story to resort to this
tactic). All of this of course directly contradicts what Trump said
publicly about that account: “Fake news, folks. Fake news. A

typical New York Times fake news story.”

In any other context (and probably with any other president), this
would surely be obstruction of justice. Who knows, it may still be,
technically. However, | could probably sit down and list a thousand
things Trump has done or said that are more scandalous than this,
especially since, as Mueller put it, there was no evidence of an
“underlying crime.” Mueller’'s decision to punt the obstruction
question to Barr, knowing he wouldn’t pursue it, seems to speak
powerfully to his assessment of the rest of this story, or non-story
as it were. Trump had to be not guilty of “underlying crime” almost
to the point of absurdity for Mueller, who was pretty exacting with
other characters in this tableau, to stand down on the obstructive
behavior (and there was a lot more of it).
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nepcoHaxam B aTon Tabnuvue, 4Tobbl oTpULaTb 06CTPYKTUBHOE
nosegeHune (1 ero 6bino HamHoro 6onbLue).

MmnuumeHT Tpamna 3a co3gaHue npensaTcTBumn ans
paccnefoBaHUs HECYLLIECTBYIOLLEro NPEeCTYNNEeHNs - BEPOATHO,
nepBoro Ny6rM4YHOro ckaHgana B ero XU3Hu, B KOTOPOM OH 6bin
JEeNcTBUTENbHO HEBUHOBEH - CTAHET camMoW OOMbLLON BELLbIO
AMepurKK (XxapaKTepHOW A5 COBPEMEHHOM AMEPUKN) , XOTHA 3TO
KaXkeTcs ManioBeEPOsSATHLIM . YTO ewe 6onee npegckasyemo, Tak
3T0 Napag Bo3myLLeHHbIX npeacTtasutenen CMW, ykasbiBatoLmx
Ha 3TOT pasdern oT4yeTa U HacTanBarLMX HA TOM, YTO NOPTPeT
Mionnepa ¢ Tpamnom noaTeepxgaeT nocnegHue Tpu roga
6esymus.

OHu ByayT NpocuTb Hac UrHOPUPOBaTb TOT hakT, YTO NOATEKCT
ThICSI4 HOBOCTHbIX CHOXKETOB, AaTUpyeMbliX 22 MecsaLamm
(moakpenneHHbIn ewe npumepHo 11 MecsuamMmm pacckasos,
npeAalwecTsoBasLLmx Mionnepy), 6bi1 NPoOpoYECKOn penurnen,
OCHOBaHHOM Ha ABYX OCHOBHbIX Y6exaeHusix, n Tenepb oba sicCHO
AO0Ka3aHo NoXb.

MepBbiM 6bIn Tpamn, BUHOBHBLIN B «CrOBOpPE». ATO CrOBO
HpaBuIiocb BnrocTapTepam JOCTaTOMHO XOPOLLO, Korga oHo 6bino
B Ha3BaHWM ABYX Pa3HbIX HeYMTaeMblx 6ectcennepoB « Hero-
Wopk TaliMc» ¢ MFHOBEHHbLIM BbIXO[OM , U KOFa OHO
ynomuHanock 10 000 pa3 B feHb Ha Takux kaHanax, kak CNN u
MSNBC . «KapTuHa pycckoro croBopa B HacTosliee BpeMd cTanu
B LleHTpe BHMMaHua! - kpnyan Kpnc MaTTbioC NPOLLNON OCEHbIO B
TUNUYHOM cermeHTe Trump Watch (KOTopbIn C TaknM XXe ycnexom
MOXHO 6bino 6bl HazBaTb End of Trump Watch) .

9710 6bINO TOraa, Korga «CroBop» OTHOCUIICS K ONpeaeneHHbIM
npocTynkam npegaTens, KOTOpPbI CKOPO CTaHET ObIBLUNM
npe3ngeHTom. Kak Tonbko Tpamn 6bin 06bABMEH OYNULEHHBIM OT
«crosopa» HeHaBUCTHbIM bappom (bappom, KOTOpOro HeHaBUAAT)
, OCHOBHbIe ToproBble Touku caenann 180 (NonHocTs
pasBepHyrics) , OCy»aas caMmo UCNONb30BaHWE TePMUHA.
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https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/22/us/politics/impeaching-trump-pelosi.html
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.amazon.com/Collusion-Secret-Meetings-Russia-Helped/dp/0525562516/ref%3Dsr_1_4%3Fkeywords%3Dcollusion%26qid%3D1555782024%26s%3Dgateway%26sr%3D8-4
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https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.msnbc.com/the-beat-with-ari-melber/watch/watch-the-potential-smoking-gun-evidence-of-russian-collusion-1276693571514
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.msnbc.com/the-beat-with-ari-melber/watch/watch-the-potential-smoking-gun-evidence-of-russian-collusion-1276693571514
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.msnbc.com/deadline-white-house/watch/closer-to-collusion-mueller-reportedly-probing-ukrainians-at-trump-inauguration-1424468035741
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.msnbc.com/deadline-white-house/watch/closer-to-collusion-mueller-reportedly-probing-ukrainians-at-trump-inauguration-1424468035741
https://www.cnn.com/videos/politics/2019/01/26/evolution-of-trump-collusion-denials.cnn
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https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.msnbc.com/the-beat-with-ari-melber/watch/michael-cohen-s-friend-i-think-he-knows-about-collusion-1346788419770
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.msnbc.com/weekends-with-alex-witt/watch/rep-heck-collusion-is-hiding-in-plain-sight-1232350787895
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.msnbc.com/weekends-with-alex-witt/watch/rep-heck-collusion-is-hiding-in-plain-sight-1232350787895
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.msnbc.com/hardball/watch/matthews-the-picture-of-collusion-is-coming-into-focus-1383222339796

An impeachment of Trump for obstructing an investigation into a
non-existent crime — probably the first public scandal of his life in
which he’s been genuinely innocent — would be the most 2019
America thing (characteristic of modern America) ever, although it
seems unlikely. What's more predictable is a parade of outraged
media figures pointing to this section of the report and insisting
Mueller’s portrait of Trump validates the last three years of
insanity.

They'll be asking us to ignore the fact that that the subtext of
thousands of news stories dating back 22 months (buttressed by
another 11 months or so of pre-Mueller stories) was a prophetic
religion based on two core beliefs, both now clearly proven false.

The first was Trump being guilty of “collusion.” This was a word
blue-staters liked well enough when it was in the title of two
different unreadable instant-ramen New York Times bestsellers,
and when it was being mentioned 10,000 times a day on channels
like CNN and MSNBC. “The picture of Russian collusion is coming
into focus now!” crowed Chris Matthews last fall, in a typical
Trump Watch segment (which might as well have been called End
of Trump Watch).

That was back when “collusion” referred to the certain misdeeds
of a traitorous soon-to-be-ex-President. Once Trump was
pronounced cleared of “collusion” by the hated Barr (by Barr, who
is hated), mainstream outlets did a 180 (turned around
completely), denouncing the term’s very use.
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The New York Times gaxe npegoctasuna MecTo bbiBLLEMY
areHTy ®BP (komy ewe?) Ha cnegytowmn geHb nocne
nybnukaumm otdeta Mionnepa, 4tobbl 06bACHNTL. B cTaThe
cheumanbHoro areHta Awm PaHrannel, B KOTOPOW, KOHEYHO Xe,
n3obpaxeHbl cepn 1 MOMoT, FOBOPUTCS, YTO «crosop» bappa (
obMeH cekpeTHOM MHopMauvren ans 3nbix Lenen) c
«3aroBOpoOM» (CEKpeTHbIM MflaHOM cAenaTb YTO-TO 3110€)
SIBMISIETCS NPUMEPOM U3 ydebHMKa. N3BECTHOM POCCUNCKOMN
TaKTUKN «MH(POPMALMOHHOM BONHbLI» N0 Ha3BaHUEM «
peNeKCMBHbLIN KOHTPOIb ».

B ogHO MrHoBeHue cKkasaTb, YTO He Oblfo croBopa (0bmeHa
nHopmaumen), crtano He NPOCTO OLWNBKOW, HO pocculickol
UHopMayUoHHoU eoliHoU. T1o- BUAMMOMY, TONBKO YTO
BbINYCTWa HOBOCTb , YTO TaM HUKOrAa He 6bin 3aroBop He Gpan -
Aaxe npecc - KoHdepeHunn bunna Bappa 6binun poccuinckmne
OPS (onepauun) . beiBwunn pegaktop ®BP (aBTop MHeEHWMI)
NPOAOIKNIN Ha CTpaHMLUax ra3eTbl, B KOTOPOW BOMbLUYO YacTb
TpeEXNEeTHEN ayauTOPUN KOPMUNK FIOXKKOW 3pUTESNEN NOXKHYIO
NCTOPUIO, MPOHUYHO OXapaKkTepu3doBan «pedNeKCUBHbIN
KOHTPOIb» Kak «kopmrieHney. Bawemy npoTUBHMKY - Habop
NpeAanonoXeHUN, KOTopble NPUBEAYT K NpeackasyemMomy OTBETY ».

Ecnu ogHum n3 ctonnos Bepbl Mionnepa 6bina npectynHasi BUHa
Tpamna B KakoM-TO 3aroBope ¢ Poccuei, BTOpbIM CTOMNMOM ObiT
Mionnep, Hen3BexxHO pacKpbiBaloLLMI (HENPEMEHHO pPackpoeT)
3aroBop. OH packpoeT TalHble pblvaru, KOTopble poccusiHe
HaBepHAKa AepxaT Ha npe3ngeHTe. 3ateM Yyepes UMMUYMEHT Unu
BbIHYX/EHHYIO OTCTaBKy cBATON Bob cHAn y3ypnaTtopa c TpoHa.

OT1a Tema Oblna noakpenneHa rogamm rmnepBeHTUNALNOHHOIO
(HOBOCTHOrO) OCBELLEHNs, pacCcKka3blBaloLEero ayanTopmm « CTeHbI
NpUBIIMXKAKTCS », YTO Mbl AOCTUIIN « MOBOPOTHOIO MOMEHTA »
nocrne « NOBOPOTHOIO MOMEHTA » (rAe BeL MEHSOT
HarnpaeneHne) B paccrnegoBaHuy (MHOr4a Hac npegynpexaganm) «
NepenoMHbIX MOMEHTOB »), (FAe MEHSIETCA HAKIMOH), YTO
03Havarno « Hayaso KoHUa », Npu 3ToM Tpamn HaBepHsika Sinbo
ynaeT B No3op, B ctune HukcoHa , nnbo 6yaeTt npmBrieYeH K
OTBETCTBEHHOCTU .

Bce 910 661110 NogkpenneHo TwaTenbHo NpoAyMaHHbIMN
haHTasuaMu, NpegnaraembiMu Hegenen 3a Hegenen
HEKOTOPbIMY U3 CaMblIX BblAAIOLWNXCH PeJaKTOPOB CTPaHb.
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The New York Times even gave space to a former FBI agent (who
else?) the day after the release of the Mueller report to explain.
Special Agent Asha Rangappa’s op-ed, which of course featured
a hammer and sickle graphic, said Barr’s conflation of
“collusion”(secret information sharing for an evil purpose) with
“conspiracy” (secret plan to do something evil) was a textbook
example of a known Russian “information warfare” tactic called
“reflexive control.”

In a flash, saying there was no collusion (information sharing)
became not just wrong, but Russian information warfare.
Apparently, the just-released news that there never was a
conspiracy didn’t take — even Bill Barr’s press conferences were
Russian ops (operations). The ex-FBI editorialist (opinion writer)
went on, in the pages of a paper that just spent the better part of
three years spoon-feeding audiences a fake story, to un-ironically
describe “reflexive control” as “feed[ing] your adversary a set of
assumptions that will produce a predictable response.”

If pillar one of the Mueller’s Gate faith was Trump’s criminal guilt in
some kind of plot with Russia, pillar two was Mueller inevitably
revealing (will certainly reveal) the conspiracy. He would uncover
the secret levers Russians surely held on the President. Then,
through impeachment or forced resignation, St. Bob would remove
the usurper from the throne.

This theme was reinforced through years of hyperventilating
(news) coverage telling audiences the “walls are closing in,” that
we’d hit “turning point” after “turning point” (where things change
direction) in the investigation (sometimes we were warned of
“tipping points”), (where the tilt changes) which meant “the
beqinning of the end,” with Trump certain either to resign in

shame, Nixon-style, or be impeached.

All of it was buttressed by elaborate fantasies, offered week after
week, by some of the country’s most prominent editorialists.
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[bxeHHndep Py6uH ns « BawuHamoH nocmy , TpYyA0Nto0mBLIN
NOBTOPUTENb MbICNEN U 3aTauBLLNIA AbIXaHWe CKUdaHT (pabckuin
nbcTel), KOTopbii Npy 6GaHaHOBbLIX aBTOKPATUM MOSyYaeT AECATKM
XeCcTaHbIX Medanen, Aaxe B Aekabpe NpoLunioro roga BbiCTynarsn
Ha MSNBC, 4yTobbl npeackasaTtb, YTO Tpamn «ynaeT B OTCTaBKy C
nocta npesugeHta» 3a 10 MUHYT Jo Toro, kak [Mawk] NeHc
NOKWMHET CBOW NOCT, N03BOSIMB [1eHCy NpOCTUTb ero ».

Mown GbiBLuMIi paboTogatens Knut OnbepmaHH ¢ paHHero
Bo3pacTa peen: «Mbl 6onbLue He cyBepeHHas Hauums, Mbl
GonbLlue He AemMokpaTuaA!» NOTOMY YTO Mbl MONanu B «6ECKPOBHBIN
nepeBopoOT», BO BPEMSI KOTOPOro BOEHHbIE AOMKHbI ObINn ObITh
nepeaaHbl « NOAOHKAM, NPU3HAHHLIM PYCCKOW MOAOHKaM !»

Olbermann no3sxe Becenee ckasan Ham Trump Obl YUTK B
OTCTaBKy «BAPYT » , oTMeTuB , GOP onepaTuUBHMKM nonaratoT ,
Trump NOKMHYT opuc «oamH pa3 Mueller 3akpbiBaeTcs Ha
(mpubnwmkaeTcs K) 1 ero cembio .» bbiBLIMI agBokaT YoTeprenTta
OHapto Xonn ckasan, 4To Tpamn « HECOMHEHHO OyaeT NpuBneYeH
K OTBETCTBEHHOCTU ». Ckapbopo Aaxe BbiTawmn agsokata Cnvpo
ArHbio, YTOObI CKa3aTb HaM, 4TO Tpamn JOMKeH «nogymaTb 06
OTCTaBKeE ».

Tonbko B sitHBape Politico onybnukoBana « EAMHCTBEHHOE
PYKOBOACTBO MO MMMNUYMEHTY, KOTOpOe BaMm koraa-nnbo
noHagobuTcs », NOCKOMbKY «pa3roBopbl 06 3TOM CnoBe» AKOObI
«nogorpesanucby. lNevyanbHO M3BeCTHLIN ObiBLLMI rnaBa LIPY
[xoH BpeHHaH no TeneBuaeHuo NpeackasbiBan 06BMHEHWS
YNIEHOB CeMbM CO CTOPOHbI CneumanbHOro COBETHMKA BCErO 3a
HeCKOmnbKo Heaenb 40 odumumanbHoro o6basneHna Mionnepa.
daHTa3ns npogormkanack BNnoTh 40 nucbma bappa v ganee.
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Jennifer Rubin of the Washington Post, an industrious repeater-of-
thoughts and breathless sycophant (servile flatterer) of the sort
that in banana autocracies wins tin medals by the dozen, even
went on MSNBC this past December to predict Trump will “resign
the Presidency 10 minutes before [Mike] Pence leaves office,
allowing Pence to pardon him.”

My former employer Keith Olbermann early on brayed “we are no
longer a sovereign nation, we are no longer a democracy!”
because we’d been taken over in a “bloodless coup,” in which the
military was about to be handed over to “scum, beholden to
Russian scum!”

A cheerier Olbermann later told us Trump would resign
“suddenly,” noting GOP operatives believed Trump would leave
office “once Mueller closes in on (gets close to) him and his
family.” Former Watergate attorney Andrew Hall said Trump would
“undoubtedly be impeached.” Scarborough even dragged out
Spiro Agnew’s lawyer to tell us Trump should “consider resigning.”

Politico published “The Only Impeachment Guide You'll Ever
Need” just this January, as “talk of the I-word” supposedly was
“heating up.” Infamously, former CIA chief John Brennan was on
TV predicting indictments of family members by the Special
Counsel just weeks before Mueller formally wrapped up. The
fantasy went on right up until the Barr letter, and beyond.
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HeBaxHo, 4TO Bbl AyMaeTe 0 Tpamne nnu ero noBeAeHnu, Kak
onucaHo B otyeTe Miwonnepa, Henb3s NpeyBennynTb, YTO 3TN
KOHKpeTHble nNpeacKkasaHus O paspyLUUTENbHbIX CYXOEHUSX,
koTopble Mionnep HaBepHsika BbIHECET, OKa3anucb OLUMBOYHbBIMN,
1 BCE OHU. OTO 0CODEHHO LIMHUYHBIA U 6e30TBETCTBEHHbIN BUA,
OTYETHOCTU, UCKYCCTBEHHO NOBLILLAOLNN OXUAAHUS U
3KCMNyaTUPYIOLWMIN ayauTOPU0, OTHaASHHO XKenatoLuyo yBUaeTb,
kak Tpamn ywen. Bce a1n "ropsiune cteHbl" cnocobcTBoBanu
yOMBUTENBHOMY pocTy pentuHro MSNBC B npoLusiom rogy, u
caMbiM MONynsApPHbIM WOy Ha kabenbHOM TenesnaeHun 6bino To,
YTO packpyTuro (npeyeennyuo) aty Temy 6onblue Bcero - The
Rachel Maddow Show . HaxmuTte 3gecb, YToObl yBUAETb, Kak
Paityen ynomuHaeT «Poccusay 81 (s gymato, no KpanHen mepe)
pa3 B O4HOW TpaHCnsunu.

[axe korga HoBOCTEN He 6bInNo, HaM BENENN LLYPUTbCS, NOKa Mbl
ux He yBuagenu. Ham ckasanu, 4yto « Mionnep Bcerga sHaet
fonblle, YEM Mbl AYMAEM », W €CIIM OH HE NMPEeabABNIAN
[oKasaTenbCTB, TO 3TOr0 He MOrIIO ObITb, MOTOMY YTO €ro He
xBaTtano. Het, 3To gomkeH 6biTb Mionnep, KOTOpLIV Aepkan ero B
3anace, 4YtToObl B KOHLIE MOBEPHYTL HOX Bonee 6one3HeHHo.
«Ecnu Bam ecTb YTO CKpbIBaTh, - ckasdana [layna Peng ns CBS, -
cnocobHocTb Mionnepa aepxaTb CBOM KapThl pAAOM C XXUNETOM
OOMKHa Bac HepPBMpPOBAaTbY.

Ecnu Bbl XOTUTE MMeTb paspyLLMTENbHBIN NPUMEpP TOrO , K Yemy
BCE 3TO NPMBESO, MPOCTO NOCMOTPUTE HA NeYanbHO U3BECTHYIO
CLIEHYy « NpexaeBpeMeHHON oLeHku » [hkon bexap B « Bbioy |, B
KOTOpOW BeAyLLMin BOSTHOBArsCS U3-3a HeENpaBuIibHOW (HETOYHOM)
uctopum « Bpat» . Asnaetca nn The View HoBOCTHbIM CMIN?
HeT, oueBnOHO, HET, HO anu3o4 Obif MOLLHbIM OBBUHEHWEM ANd
OPYrux TOProBbIX TOYEK, a He AN18 9TOro Loy.

3 nekabps 2017 roga, yenosek 6eran Ha View Habope v Bpyyun
Bexap pennuky kapTbl, WenTana, nociedHue Hogocmu . "boxe Thbl
Mon!" BOCKNMKHyNa oHa. lNoxupaga konuio, oHa 3adntana:

Hosocmu ABC BpatiaH Pocc coobwaem, ymo Madlkn ®niuHH
obewaem nonHoe compyOHuU4ecmeo KkomaHoe Mrorinepa u 20mos
3acsudemernbcmeosamsb, YmMo 8 Kayecmee kaHoudama [JoHarnb0
Tpammn nopy4usn emy ... ycmaHoeume KOHmakm ¢ pycckumu! [Ja!
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No matter what you think of Trump or his behavior as described in
the Mueller report, it can’t be overstated that these concrete
predictions about devastating judgments Mueller would surely
render have been proven wrong, all of them. It’s a particularly
cynical and irresponsible kind of reporting, artificially raising
expectations and exploiting audiences desperate to see Trump
gone. All those “walls are closing in” hot takes contributed to
MSNBC’s amazing ratings surge last year, and the most-watched
show on cable was the one that hyped (exaggerated) this theme
the most — The Rachel Maddow Show. Click here to see Rachel
mention “Russia” 81 (I think, at least) times in a single broadcast.

Even when there was no news, we were told to squint until we
saw some. We were told “Mueller always knows more than we
think,” and if he wasn’t showing evidence, it couldn’t possibly be
because it was lacking. No, it had to be Mueller keeping it in
reserve, so as to turn the knife more painfully in the end. “If you
have something to hide,” said Paula Reid of CBS, “Mueller’s ability
to keep his cards close to his vest should make you nervous.”

If you want a devastating example of where all this led, just watch
Joy Behar’s infamous “premature evaluation” scene on The View,
in which the host freaked out over an incorrect (inaccurate)
Russiagate story. Is The View news media? No, obviously not, but
the episode was a powerful indictment of other outlets, not that
show.

On December 3, 2017, a man ran on the View set and handed
Behar a cue card, whispering, breaking news. “Oh, my God!” she
exclaimed. Devouring the copy, she read out:

ABC News Brian Ross is reporting Michael Flynn is promising full
cooperation to the Mueller team and is prepared to testify that as a
candidate, Donald Trump directed him to... make contact with the
Russians! Yes!

Page-29-


https://www.politico.com/story/2018/12/27/msnbc-fox-cable-ratings-number-one-1075872
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kgBxfHdb4OU
https://www.wired.com/story/robert-mueller-trump-questions-investigation/
https://www.wired.com/story/robert-mueller-trump-questions-investigation/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/analysis-muellers-investigation-is-full-of-secrets-and-surprises/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFKRpMErPFM

onoc Bexap BaneTen, korga oHa NPOW3Hecna CroBa ¢ PyccKUMU
I, 1 OHa C padoCTbio Gpocuna CBOK KapTOYKy B BO3AYX.

Mo3opom 3geck Gbina He rmynocTb bexap, a To, ymo aygutopus
«Bbto» Bbina Tak NpedBKyLLeHa OXugaHnem nageHusa Tpamna,
YTO 3HaNa, 4YTo el Hy>KHO B30OAPUTLCA U BbITb BMECTE C Hen . C
nto6ow apyro HOBOCTHOM UCTOPUEN Bbl OXnaaeTe, YTO NOMOBUHA
ayantopum nmbo He 3aboTuTca, NGO He 3HaeT NogpPOBHOCTEN.
Ho Bcsa aTa ayantopus Gbina rotoBa K 3anycky.

3710 He 0 Pocce, a o cpeacTBax MaccoBoW MHopmaLmMm 1 non-
KynbType, KOTopble rogamn HanosHANW ronosy aHTasnen oo
nsbaesneHmn. MUELLER IS COMING He npocTo cTanu siBNeHnemM
MapKeTuHra (MHTepeCHO, kakas GrnaroTBopuTeNbHasa opraHn3auns
3aCTpAHET CO BCeEMM 3TUMM BecnonesHbiMy yTOonKamm ,
0cobeHHO ¢ n3obpaxeHnem Ceatoro Eoba Ha YKene3Hom TpoHe ).

9710 6bIn NMb0o GykBanbHLIN, NGO NogpasyMeBaeMblvi CnoraH Ans
6GeCcUMCNeHHbIX CEPbE3HbIX CIEACTBEHHbIX CTaTEN U
TENEBU3NOHHbBIX POSIMKOB, B KOTOPbLIX HACTanBarmnm, YTo KOHeL|
6n130K, NoToMy YTO « Mionnep nonyymn Tpamna no CroBopy » U «
Tpamn He MOXEeT HMYero caenartb, YTOObl OCTAHOBUTbL Er0 ».

B poknage Miwonnepa He NpoCTO roBOPUTCS, YTO 3Ta haHTa3us He
COOTBETCTBYET AENCTBUTENBHOCTU. JTO pa3buBaeT ero Ha Kycku,
pa3obnayas MaccoByl NCUXOreHHyt0 6onesHb NocnegHnx
HECKOMbKMX NeT, MOCKONbKy paboTa nonuuenckmx-nobutenen B
npecce nMbo CBA3bIBAET «TOYKU», KOTOPbIX OHU HE OOSMKHbI
MMeTb, MO0 NO3BONSET HEHa3BaHHbIM OULMANbHbBIM
MCTOYHMKaM JdernaTtb 3TO 3a HUX.

KoHeuHo, cam Mionnep cbirpan B 3TOM porib, Tak Kak B 0T4YeTe
SICHO, YTO OH, JOJIKHO ObITb, 3Has, YTO CroBop Obin CryxoM
[OBOJSIbHO PaHo, HO 3TO TeMa Ha Gyayluee.
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Behar’s voice soared as she delivered the words with the
Russians!, and she threw her card in the air in joy.

The shame here was not Behar’s goofiness, but that The View’s
audience was so primed with expectation for Trump’s downfall
that it knew to cheer and howl along with her. With any other news
story, you’d expect half the audience to either not care or be
ignorant of the particulars. But this whole audience was ready to
launch.

That’s not on Ross, but on a media and pop culture machine that
spent years filling heads with a deliverance fantasy. MUELLER IS
COMING didn’t just become a marketing phenomenon (I wonder
which charity organization is going to be stuck with all of these
now-worthless t-shirts, especially the ones showing St. Bob on the
Iron Throne).

It was also either a literal or implied tagline for countless serious
investigative articles and TV spots insisting the end was near,
because “Mueller’s got Trump on Collusion,” and “Trump can do
nothing to stop him.”

The Mueller report does not merely say this fantasy is not true. It
smashes it to pieces, exposing the mass psychogenic illness of
the last few years as the work of amateur cops in the press either
connecting “dots” they shouldn’t have, or letting unnamed official
sources do it for them.

Of course Mueller himself had a role in this, since the report
makes clear he must have known collusion was a canard pretty
early, but that’s a for-later topic.
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LWaHTaxunposatb? 3abyabTe, UTO «CrEACTBUE HE YCTAHOBUITO,
YTO YY4aCTHUKM KamnaHum Tpamna BCTynanu B CroBOp UMn
KOOpAWHUPOBANu» ¢ POCCUIACKMM NPaBUTENBCTBOM «B €ro
AEeATeNbHOCTN Mo BMELLAaTENbCTBY B BbIOOPLI». BhipasntensHoe
npeanoXxeHue nog 3aronoskom «HemeaneHHas nocTebibopHas
OEeATENbHOCTb» ONUCbIBAET MOMNbITKN PyCCKMX gobpaTtbcsa Ao
HOBOW agMUHUCTPaUUK (BblOENEHO MOE):

Moxoxe, Yy HUX He BbINO NPEXHUX KOHTAKTOB, 1 OHU N30 BCEX
CUIN MbITanNUCb CBA3aTbCS C BbICOKONOCTABNEHHBIMU YNHOBHMKAMM
BOKpPYr M36paHHOro npesunaeHTa.

Mbl TONBKO YTO NOTPATUIM roAbl HA Pa3MbILLIIEHUS O TOM, YTO
Tpamn 6bin OykBanNbHbIM areHTOM POCCUINCKOro rocyAapcTBa, «
NONHOCTLI0 B kKapMaHe [lyTrHa », KaK Bblpa3uncs TOT ObIBLUNIA
aupektop LPY 1 noBceMecCTHbIM BoAUTENL NoAAENbHbIX
paccka3oB bpeHHaH. Tem He meHee, no cnoesam Mionnepa,
POCCUMINCKNE YNHOBHUKIN axKe He CMOINN CBA3aTbCA ¢ Tpamnom,
noka oH He 6bin n3bpaH. 3abyabTe O WaHTaxe, y HUX gaxe He
6b1no ero Homepa TenedoHa!

Kak Hac4yeT KapTtepa lNengxa, onucaHHoro Ha nony ManaThl
npeactasutenen Agamom LLindpdom kak HeameHUMbIN pas3pbiB
(B3aMMHO OOBEPEHHbBIV NOCPEAHUK, KOTOPLIN HE 3HaeT
NOEHTUYHOCTM HU OL4HOM U3 CTOPOH) MeXAy ABYMSI TEHEBbIMU
MuUpamu, NocpeHUK NPeanoXnn aTy rMraHTCKyro B3ATKY 3110M
poccusiHe?

Bonbluas yacTb Npeccebl npegnonarana, 4to MNengx obin
MOLLEHHMKOM W nepebexx4mkom. B KoHLEe KOHLOB, B 3asiBNEHN
®BP Ha nony4yeHune rapaHTum FISA roBOpunoch, YTo «NpPSAMon»
Menax «coTpygHUYan u crosapusancs» ¢ POCCUNCKUM
npaBUTENbLCTBOM, 400aBMB, YTO Y HErO €CTb «BEPOSATHAsA
npuyMHa» nonaratb, YTO €ro AeNCcTBUSA «CBA3aHbl Un MOryT
noeneyb 3a co60M HapyLLEHNs YTONOBHOMO 3aKOHOAATENbCTBA
CoeaunHeHHbix LtaToB». CocTosiHMA."

Cyabba lMNengxa 3aknovanacb B TOM, YTO Tpamn 3awuuian ero,
aenas nobble NpeanonoXeHns, YTo OH OblfT HEBUHOBEH MK, NO
KpanHen mepe, MMen NpaBo Ha crnpaBeanneoe pa3bupaTtenbCcTBo,
aBTOMATMYECKN MO3OPHbIM.
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Blackmail? Forget “the investigation did not establish that
members of the Trump campaign conspired or coordinated” with
the Russian government “in its election interference activities.”
The telling sentence came under, “Immediate Post-Election
Activity,” describing Russian attempts to reach the new
administration (emphasis mine):

They appeared not to have preexisting contacts and struggled
to connect with senior officials around the President-Elect.

We just spent years speculating Trump was a literal agent of the
Russian state, “wholly in the pocket of Putin,” as that former CIA
director and ubiquitous driver of bogus narratives Brennan put it.
Yet according to Mueller, Russian officials couldn’t even reach
Trump until after he was elected. Forget about blackmail, they
didn’t even have his phone number!

How about Carter Page, described on the floor of the House of
Representatives by Adam Schiff as the indispensible cutout
(mutually trusted intermediary who does not know identities of
either party) between two shadow worlds, the go-between offered
that giant bribe by the evil Russians?

Most of the press assumed Page was a crook and a turncoat.
After all, the FBI’'s FISA warrant application said straight-out Page
was “collaborating and conspiring” with the Russian government,
adding it had “probable cause” to believe his activities “involve or
are about to involve violations of the criminal statutes of the United
States.”

What sealed Page’s fate is that Trump defended him, rendering
any suggestion he was innocent or at least entitled to a fair
hearing automatically infamous.
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OfgHum 13 cambix 0basTenbHbIX cobbiTMiA anoxu " Bpata Poccun”
cTano nosiIHoe UrHopupoBaHNe NHTEPECOB rpaXkaaHCcKMx ceobon,
MOCKOMbKY >KYPHANUCTbI CTan NOKNOHHUKaMM LUMMOHOB U
npocnyLlmBaTtenen, HacMexasiCb Hag BCeM: OT Npe3yMnunm
HEBMHOBHOCTW A0 NPUBUMErMK agBokaTa 1 KnMeHTa 4o npaea Ha
HeobOCHOBaHHbIe OOLICKM U 3axBaTbl. Kak CTpaHHOe cobrnoaeHne
MEPTBOWN PENUrMm - NPOCTO YNOBKM AbSBOSA, NbITAOLLEroCcs
3arpomoxkgatb gopory k HebecHeim Bpatam.

MaHanTel (CkypHanucTbl «MHeHUA» ) TO3TOMY HacMexanucb Hag
naeen, BbliABMHYTON TpaMnom unmn Kem-To eLue, 4to lNengx He
OblN «areHTOM MHOCTPaHHOWN OepXaBbl», KOTOPbIA «3aHMMarncs
NoanonbHON pa3BeablBaTENbHON AEATENbHOCTBIO» OT MMEHHU
Poccuu, kak onucana ©bP ,

« Kaptep CTpaHuua npu3HaeT , YTO OH TONMbKO Bu/ (HECKOMBKO)
NMOMOTI POCCUNCKOMY NPaBUTENBLCTBY ,» ObINO TUMUYHOE nevyeHue,
B Vanity Fair. « 5e3 gokasatenbcTB Tpamn TpebyeT onpaBgaHus
OT Bbinycka AokymeHToB KapTtepa [Mengxa» , - yntan New York
Times 8 none npoLunoro roga. 3to Obina ogHa n3 6ecyncneHHbIX
NCTOpPWIA, ONPOBEPrawLLnX UAE, YTO 3a AOMKHOCTHBIMY NLLAMK
kamnaHuu Tpamna crneannu nocre Toro, kak NosiBUIMCb
CBUOETENBLCTBA TOrO, YTO 32 HUMMK PAKTUYECKN Crneamnn **.

Knaccuka aToro xaHpa nosisunacbk nocre Toro, kak B 2016 rogy
N3BECTHbIN KNOYH LIPY 1 nonutnyeckni rpasHbin 06MaHLLmK
«CBA3ANMCb» C HECKONBbKMMW NpeacTaBUTENsaIMu KaMmnaHum
Tpamna B 2016 rogy, Bkntovas MNMengxka n [xopaxa
Managonynoca.

Oupektop UPY [xmnHa Xacnen yrpoxana mupy cygebHbim
npecnegoBaHNeM, ecrm MMs aTOro UCTOYHKKa byaeT
onybnmMkoBaHO, a HEHa3BaHHbIE «KHECKOSTbKO YenoBek, 3HaKOMbIX C
obcyxageHnem», coobwmnu « BawuHemoH rnocmy», Yto benbin
Aom ybeamnu «pasobnauunts... rpaxgaHnHa CLUA, koTopbin
npepoctasun passeaky LIPY n ®BP »Bbyaet« puckoBaTth XU3HbLIO
».

Ho «MCTOYHMKOM», O KOTOPOM MAET peyb, okasancs AnH
(aypayok) no umeHn CtecpaH Xannep, KOTOPOro B MUpPE 3HanNM Kak
npaBUTENBCTBEHHOIO MHphOpMAaTopa eLle A0 Bbixoda Knuna
MapoHHb! « Kak degcmeeHHuyax» (198 4) .
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One of the most charming developments of the Russiagate era
has been the wholesale dismissal of civil liberties concerns, as
reporters became worshippers of spooks and wiretappers,
snheering at everything from the presumption of innocence to
attorney-client privilege to the right against unreasonable
searches and seizures as quaint observances of a dead religion —
mere tricks of the devil trying to clutter the road to Heaven’s Gate.

Pundits (Opinion journalists) therefore scoffed at the idea, put
forward by Trump or anyone else, that Page was not an “agent of
a foreign power” who had been “engaged in clandestine
intelligence activities” on behalf of Russia, as the FBI described.

“Carter Page admits he only kind of (somewhat) helped the
Russian government,” was a typical treatment, in Vanity Fair.
“Without Evidence, Trump Claims Vindication From Release of
Carter Page Documents,” read the New York Times last July. This
was one of countless stories dismissing the idea Trump campaign
officials had been spied upon after evidence surfaced that they
had, in fact, been spied upon.**

A classic of that genre came after the revelation that a known CIA
clown and political dirty trickster made “contact” with several
Trump campaign officials in 2016, including Page and George
Papadopoulos.

CIA director Gina Haspel threatened the world with prosecution if
this source’s name were published, and unnamed “multiple people
familiar with the discussion” told the Washington Post the White
House had been persuaded “exposing... a U.S. citizen who has
provided intelligence to the CIA and FBI” would “risk lives.”

But the “source” in question turned out to be a dink (goofball)
named Stefan Halper, who’d been known to the world as a
government informant since before the release of Madonna’s Like
a Virgin video (1984).
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Halper 6bin outed (otoxaecTensoTcs) B Hbto - Mopk Talimc B
uione 198 3 3a wnuoHax Ha Oxnummun Kaptepa B 198
npesuaeHTckon kamnanum 0, no npocbbe GbiBiero rmasbl LUPY n
PoHnanbpg PevraH HanapHuka (kaHauaaT Ha MocT BuLe
npesuaeHTa) Ixopaxa bywa - ctapwero. C Tex Nop OH Xusn B
komcpopTe, B nocneaHve gecatuneTtns 6poas no tepputopum
Kembpuokckoro yHuBepcuTeTa ¢ o4eBuaHbIM 6e3pasnuumem K
CTpalLHOM yrpose ybuncrea, HECMOTPA Ha N3BECTHbIE CcBA3Kn LIPY.

Opyrumn cnoBamu, HeHa3BaHHbIE YUHOBHUKN CHOBA OOMaHbIBalOT
npeccy - Kak MOXXHO pa3obnadunTb yxe pasobriayeHHoro
MHopMaTopa «PUCKOBaTb XNU3HbIO»? TemM He MeHee, penopTepkl
npoAomkanu rnotatb ouumnanbHble 3asiBEHNs U3 TeX e CaMblX
NCTOYHMKOB, KOTOPbIE TENepb YMOMNANN UX NOAYEPKHYTb
COMHUTESbHYI0O CEMaHTUYECKYHO pasHuLy Mexay
«MHPOPMMPOBAHMEM» U KLLIMNOHAXKEMY .

PackpbiTne Halper B pesynbTate npuBesno K NosiBleHNto
KOrHUTUBHO-OUCCOHAHCHbIX 3arofioBKOB, NOAOBOHbIX 3TOM
xXemuyxunHe Times oT 18 masa npownoro roga: « 6P
ucnonb3osasno Informant ons paccrnegoBaHus CBA3en ¢
KamnaHwen, a He C LUINNOHaXeM, Kak yTBepxaaeT Tpamn ».

KOmopucTrnyeckm, B NokasaHusx, BbINYLLEHHbIX 3@ Hegeno 4o
ot4yeTa Mionnepa, gemokpat [>xenmn PackmH cnpocun rnaBHOro
apBokata ®BP [xenmca benkepa, nocbinan nu ®6P «wnuoHa B
kamnaHuto Tpamnay. Bonpoc 6bin 4eTKO 3a4aH € Lernbto peLleHus
npobriemsl (NpekpalleHus paccriegosaHus) . HeybeguteneHbiM
oTBeTOM Berkepa 6bina naysa n npocbba nocoBeToBaTHCS C
aJBOKaTOM.

«51 NpocTo Xouy B3rnaAHYTb HAa PBP Ha cekyHAOy 34ecCh, YTOObI
OTBETUTb Ha NOAOGHbIE BOMPOCHI», - CKasarn OH, U TyT OH
HaknoHuncs, 4tobbl npowentate [Name Redacted], acksanp,
npexae 4em OTBeTUTb «HeT, 1 He 3HaeT O NoMbITKaxX BKIHYNTL B
KamnaHuio wnmoHa ». Ckopee, OHM NPOCTO OTNPaBUNN B
KamMnaHWIo NIOAEN, KOTOPLIE CKPbIBANM CBOK JIMYHOCTL BO BPEMS
TarlHOro paccrnegoBaHus.

9710 6bIna Bepcus PBP «A HMKorga He roBOPUIT OrOHb!»
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Halper was outed (identified) in the New York Times in July of
1983 for spying on Jimmy Carter in the 1980 presidential
campaign, at the behest of former CIA chief and Ronald Reagan
running mate (candidate for Vice President) George H.W. Bush.
He’d lived in comfort ever since, in recent decades roaming the
grounds of Cambridge University with apparent indifference to the
dire threat of assassination, despite known CIA ties.

In other words, unnamed officials were once again duping the
press — how could exposing an already-exposed informant “risk
lives”? Yet reporters continued to swallow official pronouncements
from those exact same sources, who now implored them to stress
a dubious semantic difference between “informing” and “spying.”

The Halper disclosures as a result prompted cognitive-dissonance
headlines like this Times gem of last May 18th: “E.B.l. Used
Informant to Investigate Ties to Campaign, Not to Spy, as Trump
Claims.”

Humorously, in testimony released a week before the Mueller
report, FBI general counsel James Baker was asked by Democrat
Jamie Raskin if the FBI had ever sent a “spy into the Trump
campaign.” The question was clearly asked with the aim of putting
the issue to rest (ending the inquiry). Baker's unconvincing
response was to pause and ask to confer with counsel.

“I just want to look at the FBI for a second here in terms of
answering these kinds of questions,” he said, at which point he
leaned over to whisper with [Name Redacted], esq., before
answering “No, | am not aware of an effort to put a spy in the
campaign.” Rather, they just sent into the campaign people who
concealed their identities while secretly investigating.

This was the FBI version of, “I never said fire!”
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Mocne Bcero atoro, 4to roeoput otveT Mionnepa o Mengx?
«CnepoBaTenu He ycTaHoBuUnK, 4to lNenax crosopuncs ¢
POCCUIACKUM NPaBUTENBCTBOMY.

KapTtep lNengx He Obin areHToM. EMy Hukorga He npeanaranu
B3aTKy. Cambin KpaTkuin 0630p nokasan 6bl, 4To MNengx B ny4dwem
cny4yae 6bin BTOPOCTENEHHLIM MIPOKOM B KamnaHuu Tpamna.
[Moxoxke, oH ObIfT NPOCTO NAapHEM, KOTOPOro OLINMGOYHO MOMECTMNN
nopn TanHoe HabnwgeHne n Bpocunv Noa, 3MoBeELLNE 3aroS1I0BKU,
OCHOBaHHbIE€ Ha HETOYHOM / 0OMaHYMBOM 3asBNEHMM Ha opaepa,
KOTOPbIN, Cpean Npoyero, uuTnpoBasn JOKYMEHT YaCcTHOro
nccnegoBaHus onnos3numn, KOTopbii Bce bonblue u 6onblue
MOXO0XK Ha nosiHoro Obika ( durHsa) noyacosas.

OueBnOHO, YTO HUKTO Ha Moen cTopoHe npoxoga CMW He
3aboTunTCH, Koraa YernoBek, CBA3aHHbIN Tpamnom, pasMmasaH, Tak
4YTO Mbl MOXXEM NPOMNYCTUTb OXUAAHNE N3BUHEHUN.

Kak Hac4deT ypoka? UcTtopusa MNMengxa gomkHa bbina ctaTtb
npeaynpexgaroLen NICTOpPUEN 0 Nasekax, BCTPOEHHbIX B
cocTosiHne 6e3onacHoCTK, 1 yrpo3ax, Takmx kak FISA, ans
ntoboro csoboaHoro Yyernoseka. OH Takke JomKeH Obln NOAHATb
O4Y€eHb Cepbe3Hble BONPOCHI 0 MOTUBaX 1 noBedeHun 6P B aTom
cny4vae. Bmecto aToro, nockoneky Menmx 6bin / aBnseTcs
yenosekom Tpamna, npecca annoguposana opaepy FISA gaxe
nocrne Toro, Kak Obinn BbiSiBNEHbl €r0 HeAOCTaTKu.

« Bbino 6bl 3abpolueHo PBP, 4ToObl HE MCNONb30BaTb JOCLE
Ctuna B opaepe FISA Ha ctpaHuue Kaptepa» , - Oblro
obbsaBneHo « [eliu 38epb» , OAHUM U3 MHOTUX UCTOYHUKOB,
KOTOpbIV nonaran, 4YTo BfacTu Bceraa UMenm ny4diuyto
[okasaTenbCTBEHHYIO PYKY, YeM OHU NMoKasbiBanu. 3eeps
Hanucar, YTo OTpeaakTMpPOBaHHbIN MaTepuarn 3asiBkM Ha opaepa
«BEPOATHO, eLe BonbLue NogAEPXKUT NPUNOXKEHNE, HO
OTPEAAKTMPOBAH U3-3a BbICOKOW YyBCTBUTESTbHOCTU
UHdopMaLnny.
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After all this, what does the Mueller report say about Page?
“Investigators did not establish that Page conspired with the
Russian government.”

Carter Page was not an agent. He was never offered a bribe. The
most cursory review would have revealed Page was at best a
peripheral player in the Trump campaign. He was, it seems, just a
guy, wrongly put under secret surveillance and thrust under
sinister headlines based upon an inaccurate/deceptive warrant
application, one that among other things cited a private opposition
research document that is looking more and more like complete

bull (bullshit) by the hour.

Obviously, no one on my side of the media aisle cares when a
Trump-connected person is smeared, so we can skip past waiting
for apologies.

What about lesson-learning? The Page story should have been a
cautionary tale about loopholes built into the security state, and
the threats institutions like FISA pose to any free person. It should
also have raised very serious questions about the motives and
behavior of the FBI in this case. Instead, because Page was/is a
Trump person, the press applauded the FISA warrant even after
its flaws were revealed.

“The FBI Would Have Been Derelict Not To Use The Steele
Dossier In the Carter Page FISA Warrant,” was the
pronouncement of the Daily Beast, one of many outlets to assume
authorities always had a better evidentiary hand than they were
showing. The warrant application’s redacted material, the Beast
wrote, “likely further support the application but are redacted
because of the highly sensitive nature of the information.”
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Ewe ogHa uctopus, kKoTopor HEOHBACHMMO NO3BOMANY MTHOUTLCS
Leny BEYHOCTb - U 30eCb penopTepbl JOMKHbI ObiTb B APOCTH U
YOUBNATLCS, MOYEMY HUKTO U3 NX HEHA3BaHHbIX LLIEMNOTOB He
npegynpeann ux ob aTom cnege, - 3To pacckas o KoaHe B [MNpare.
3pecb Mionnep cHoBa Tynon (npsimont) : «Ko3aH... HMkorga He
esgun B Mpary».

OTO YHMUTOXKAET MHOrOUYNCHEHHbIE «BOMBbIY», B TOM YMcne, B
YyacTHoOCTH, B anpesne npownoro roga MakKnatum ;. «Y Monnepa
€CTb JloKasaTtenbcTea Toro, 4to KosH 6bin B [Mpare ».

MakknaTum 6bIn Korga-To yBaxkaeMblM UMEHEM, Koraa Aeno
aowno oo paccnegoBaHuin. K coxaneHuto, OH CTOUT CBOEN
NCTOPUEN, @ HE KMMIUT O COXCKEHUN. Tenepb OH yTBepXKaaeT, YTo
Mionnep, xoTs 1 onpeaeneHHo No nosoay npucyTcTensa KoaHa B
Mpare, monyan No BOMNpPOCY O TOM, «MUHIYeTCsl NN YCTPOMUCTBO
KoaHa [B lNpare]».

OTO, KaK OHM roBOPSAT, TO, YTO MM CKasanu NATb HEHa3BaHHbIX
NCTOYHMKOB (C TEYEHNEM BPEMEHM KONMMYECTBO HEHA3BaHHbIX
WUCTOYHUKOB POCCUSIHKM BbIPOCIIO B CBSI3W C KaXyLLencs
MarioBEPOSITHOCTBIO MCTOPUN) 3aKNO4anock B TOM, YTO COTOBbI
TenedoH KosHa 3BoHun B lNpare, a He KosH Obin Ha camom gene
Tam.

BoT opurmHansHbIv 3aronioBok MakKnartyum 3a anpenbs 2018 roga:

UcmoyHuku: Monnep umeem dokasameribcmaa moeao, Ymo KosH
6b151 8 Npaze 6 2016 200y, noOmeepxdasi Hacmb dochbe

B aTou cTaTbe 3a anpenb 2018 roaa, Korga ee noctaBunun ewe
OBa YernoBeKka, «3HaKOMbIX C 3TUM BONPOCOMY», FTOBOPUTCH, YTO «Y
cneumnanbHoro agsokata MMHucTepcTea loCTULMN €CTb
AoKasaTenbCTBa TOro, YTO fIMYHbIV aABOKaT U JOBEPEHHOE NULO
HoHanbga Tpamna Maikn KoaH TaHO coBepLunn noesaky B
Mpary B kOHLEe neTa npe3maeHTckasa kamnanms 2016 roga ».
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Another story that was inexplicably allowed to fester for ages —
and here reporters should be furious and wondering why none of
their unnamed whisperers warned them off this trail — is the tale of
Cohen in Prague. Here Mueller is blunt (direct) again: “Cohen...
never traveled to Prague.”

This wipes out multiple “bombshells,” including one in particular
from last April by McClatchy: “Mueller has evidence Cohen was in

Prague.”

McClatchy was once a revered name when it came to
investigative reporting. Sadly, it is standing by its story instead of
seething about being burned. Its claim now is Mueller, though
definitive about Cohen’s presence in Prague, was quiet on the
question of whether or not a “Cohen device pinged [in Prague].”

This, they say, is what five unnamed sources told them (with
Russiagate, over time, the quantity of unnamed sources seemed
to grow in relation to the seeming unlikelihood of the story) was
that a Cohen cell phone pinged in Prague, not that Cohen was
actually there.

Here’s the original McClatchy headline from April, 2018:

Sources: Mueller has evidence Cohen was in Prague in 2016,
confirming part of dossier

This April 2018 story, at the time sourced to two more people
“familiar with the matter,” said “the Justice Department special
counsel has evidence that Donald Trump’s personal lawyer and
confidant, Michael Cohen, secretly made a late-summer trip to
Prague during the 2016 Presidential campaign.”

Page-35-


https://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/politics-government/white-house/article208870264.html
https://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/politics-government/white-house/article208870264.html
https://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/investigations/article229424084.html
https://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/politics-government/white-house/article208870264.html

Kycok MakKnatum nmen cepbesHble nocrieacteust. OH obpaTuncs
K BOMpoCy O NonHomacLuTabHoOM CroBope ¢ pycckMMamm Ha
ncnpasnenne (onpegennts) B 2016 rogy BelbopoB. Akobbl KoaH
6611 661 B Mpare, 4TOObLI BCTPETUTLCA C «NpeacTaBuTensiMmu
Kpemns n accoummnpoBaHHbIMK onepaTtopamu / xakepammy.

970 6bIno cornacHo otyeTy CTmna, KOTOpbIM ObiN B 3aronoBke
opuruHansHon nctopun MakKnatum, kak 4acTM4HO
NOATBEPXKAEHHbLIN 3TON HOBOCTbLIO.

McClatchy 6bina ogHOM U3 KaKk MUHUMYM OEBATU HOBOCTHBbIX
opraHu3aumm, KotTopble BUaenu otyeT Steele go toro, kak oH 6bin
ony6nukoBaH B Ha4ane 2017 roga. OHn camm coobanu 06 aTom.
Toraa oHM oTKasanucb onybnnkoBaTb OTHET MO TEM XKe
npu4MHaMm, 4YTO 1 Apyrue: OHNM He CMOIMNKN NoaTBEPAUTL €ro
nogpobHocTw.

Mo3xe OHW NpUWNK, BUANMO, YOexxaeHHbIe - BO3MOXHO,
Onarogaps 3TOM NPaXXCKOM UCTOPUN - YTO OTYET MOXKHO
NpoBepunTb NO YacTAM. 3aTeM He3HaKoMbIe NIOAN BTAHYIIM
(0BbmaHynn) nx B ABHO HEMPaBUIbHYIO (ra3eTHYH) SreKTPOHHYO
noyTy (Tenepb Mbl 3HaeM HaBepHsKa, 4To y Mionnepa He 6bino
AokasaTenbcTB Toro, 4To KoaH 6bin B lNpare).

3atem KT0-TO YH6eamn nx yasoutbces, B aekabpe 2018 roga, n
Tenepb OHWN He coMayT ¢ 060YMHbI (M3 OracHoOro MecTa) , Aaxe
HECMOTPSA Ha TO, YTO OCHOBHOW CHOXXET X UCTOPMM NMOAcKa3bIBas -
yTo KosH Haxoauncs B lNpare Ha TanHon BcTpeye ¢ Kpemnesckue
XaKepbl B3OPBANUChL LIECTbI0 pasnuUYHbIMn cnocobamm B oT4eTe
Mtionnepa.

Yacmb 1 npeducnoeus 6e3 Ha3BaHUA 3asepuieHa. Ymobbi
nonyyums Yacmse 2 - u ocmanbHy0 Yyacmb KHU2U, KaK OHa
ony6nukoeaHa - nodnuwumecs celyac. [I[podosmkeHue
cnedyem...

MpumevaHus:
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The McClatchy piece had serious implications. It spoke to the
question of full-blown conspiracy with Russians to fix (determine)
the 2016 election. Cohen ostensibly would have been in Prague to
meet with “Kremlin representatives and associated
operators/hackers.”

This was according to the Steele report, which was in the headline
of the original McClatchy story as being partially confirmed by this
news.

McClatchy was one of at least nine news organizations that saw
the Steele report before it was published in early 2017. They
themselves reported this. They refused to publish the report then
for the same reasons the others did not: they could not confirm its
particulars.

Later, they came around, apparently convinced — perhaps by this
Prague tale — that the report was verifiable in parts. Unnamed
persons then suckered (deceived) them into a demonstrably
wrong (newspaper) headline (we now know for certain Mueller did
not have evidence Cohen was in Prague).

Then, someone convinced them to double down, in December
2018, and now they won’t come off the ledge (out of the
dangerous place), even though the underlying narrative their story
suggested — that Cohen was in Prague for a secret meeting with
Kremlin hackers — has been exploded six different ways by the
Mueller report.

Part 1 of the Untitledgate preface is concluded. To get Part
2 —and the rest of the book as it is published — subscribe
now. To be continued...

Footnotes:
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* Yuneam Munnep, omeuy Liepkeu adseHmucmos ceObmMo20 OHS,
rnpedckasars, 4Ymo KOHel, ceema Hacmyrnum 8 mom e OeHb, 18
anperns, 8 1844 200y. Koada oH npuwen u ywers, OH
rnepecmompern ceoe ripedckaszaHue 00 22 okmsbpsi moeo xe
e2o0a, Ymo rnpueesio K ¢huacko, ussecmHoe Kak «Benukoe
pasodaposaHuey.

** [1ns mex, Kmo Ucribimblearsl UCKyWeHUe 8bicKa3ambCsi O MOoM,
ymo [elidx mexHu4decku bornbwe He bblil compydHUKOM
KamraHuu Tpamra Kk momy epemeHu, koeda 6bin ebiO0aH opoep
QUCA, u3-3a ye2o Ha camMom desie 3mo He WINUOHUIIO 3a
kamnaHuel Tpamna, 3asi8Kka Ha opdep dasia MOHSAMb, YMOo
meopus ®BP 3akrodanacs 8 mom, 4mo pyccKue « 8 c2080pe »C
lNeliOxem umeHHO U3-3a e20 omHoweHul ¢ Tpamnom. Ha
cmpaHuue 9 : «®bP cyumaem, 4mo ycurnusi POCCUliCKO20
npasumesiscmea koopduHupyromcs c¢ Nelddxem U, 603MOXHO, C
Opyaumu nuyamu, cesi3aHHbIMU ¢ KamrnaHuel kaHdudama 1».
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* William Miller, father of the Seventh Day Adventist Church,
predicted the end of the world would come on this same date,
April 18th, in 1844. When it came and went, he revised his
prediction to October 22 later that year, leading to the fiasco
known as “The Great Disappointment.”

** For anyone tempted to harp on the idea Page was technically
no longer a Trump campaign staffer by the time the FISA warrant
went through, making this not really spying on the Trump
campaign, the warrant application made plain the FBI’s theory
was Russians were “conspiring” with Page precisely because of
his relationship with Trump. Erom page 9: “The FBI believes that
the Russian government’s efforts are being coordinated with Page
and perhaps other individuals associated with Candidate 1’s
campaign.”
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3. Russiagate 6bi1n )XxypHanuctom QAnon

(vacTtb 2)

PacciienoBanme TpexsieTHeil Teopur 6€3yMHOI0
3arosopa (mpoaoJKeHue)

MatT Tantou24 anpens 2019 r.

3mo emopas yacmb ripeducrnosus Kk Untitledgate . [Tpoyumaime
Yacmb 1 30ech .
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3. Russiagate was journalist QAnon (Part

2)

An investigation into three years of insane conspiracy
theory (continued)

Matt TaibbiApr 24, 2019 _

This is part 2 of the preface to Untitledgate. Read Part 1 here.
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Mtonnep cokpyLumn, No KpamHen mepe, OI0XKUHY OPYrnX rnaBHbIX,
BbI3bIBaIOLLMX NOBECTBOBAHUE « B3PLIBHLIX» UCTOPUIA, YaCTO C
€0VHCTBEHHbIMU NpeanoxexHuamu. Nogymante o 6esymun
[hxedda CeccroHa, koTopbin 6ecegyeT ¢ nocnom Poccum
Cepreem Kncnsikom Ha cbesge pecnybnukaHues. [lomHuTe,
CKONbKO Ku1cnopoaa 3aHsana ata uctopua? Kak gonro
nomeLlanucb?

Ceccun HacTamBanu Ha ToM, YTo ero BcTpeya ¢ Kucnsakom 6bina
4YacTbio ero 0bbIYHbIX 06513aHHOCTEN ceHaTopa, HO, KOHEYHO,
HUKTO He Bepui aToMy. B aTn rogbl He 6bIfo HUKaKMX HEBUMHHbIX
NPUYMH CBA3AaTLCS C pycckumM. Curapa Hukorga He Obina npocTo
curapon. xynua Nodde ns AmnaHmuku Hanmcana MaccmMBHoe
npousBeaeHne, n3gesarlleecs Haa onpaesgaHMeM ceccun, noa
Ha3BaHuemMm « [Novyemy ceccumn [hxedda geNnCcTBUTENBHO
BcTpeTunmck ¢ Cepreem Knucnsakom ?» OHa HacTamBana Ha ToM,
4YTO «MNpoBepKa geaTenbHocTM ceccun B 2016 rogy» noctasmna
ero NpoTecCTbl «Mo4 COMHEHUEY.

B KOHLe KOHLIOB, Kakoe MOXeT 6bITb 06 bACHEHNE CBA3M C «
LUNUOHCKMM MacTepomM » Cepreem Kncnskom? Tak MHOMO MCTOPUN
(6e3 BeLLeCcTBEHHbIX AOKa3aTenbCTB) onucan Kncnsika B kavecTtse
KOHLIeHTpaTopa B 3aroBOpPLUNYECKOM KONece , YTO OHU NoYTU
HEBO3MOXHO , YTOObI paccunTbiBaTh . « KTo Takon Cepren Kncnsk
?» cnpocun Esquire , B TUMMYHOM JIE4EHUM . «A YTO OH 3HAET?»

Kak Hac4eT Hu4ero? Mionnep roBopuT, 4TO BCTpeYa Ha ceccusx ¢
Kucnakom He «BKkMoYana B cebs nuwlb yNOMUHaHUE o
nNpe3naeHTCKOM KamnaHum». Tak MHOro Ansi Bcex aTux ncrtopuin. B
oTt4yeTe fobGaBneHo, YTo KOHTaKTbl Kncnska ¢ AOmMKHOCTHbIMU
nuuamn kamnadum Tpamna Bo BpeMsi BbICTynneHms Tpamna 16
anpens 2016 roga n Ha cbesfe pecnybnukaHues 6binu
«KpaTKMMn, Ny6ANYHBIMU U HECYLLECTBEHHBIMUY.

Kak Hac4deT ncropum «Tpamn nogTosNKHYN NPOPOCCUNCKYIO
nnatcopmy PHK Ha YkpauHe»?

Mpegnonaranocsk, 4To kamnaHusa Tpamna, BbiCTynarowias 3a
Poccuto Ha cbesge Tpamna, nomellana pecnybnvkaHuam «

No[Ke4b» NPU3biB BOOPYXUTb YKpauHy. ATOT pacckas 4acto
ncnonb3oBancsa Ansa noddepxku Teopum quid pro quo .
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Mueller crushed at least a dozen other major, narrative-driving
“‘bombshell”(explosive) stories, often with single sentences. Take
the frenzy over Jeff Sessions having discussions with Russian
ambassador Sergei Kislyak at the Republican convention.
Remember how much oxygen that story took up? How long the
freakouts persisted?

Sessions insisted his meeting with Kislyak had been part of his
normal duties as a Senator, but of course no one believed this.
There were no innocent reasons to be contacting a Russian
during these years. A cigar was never just a cigar. Julia loffe of
the Atlantic wrote a massive piece scoffing at the Sessions excuse
called “Why Did Jeff Sessions Really Meet With Sergei Kislyak?”
She insisted “an examination of Sessions’ activities in 2016” called
his protestations “into question.”

After all, what explanation could there be for contacting
“spymaster” Sergei Kislyak? So many stories (without real
evidence) described Kislyak as a hub in a conspiratorial wheel
that they’re almost impossible to count. “Who is Sergei Kislyak?”
asked Esquire, in a typical treatment. “And what does he know?”

How about nothing? Mueller says the Sessions meeting with
Kislyak didn’t “include any more than a passing mention of the
Presidential campaign.” So much for all those stories. The report
added Kislyak’s contacts with Trump campaign officials both at an
April 16, 2016 Trump speech and at the Republican convention
were “brief, public, and non-substantive.”

How about the “Trump Pushed a Pro-Russia RNC Platform on
Ukraine” story?

The premise there was the Trump campaign intervening for
Russia at Trump’s convention, preventing the Republicans from
green-lighting a call to arm Ukraine. This tale was often used to
buttress the quid pro quo theory.
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«BanomaHHble JOKYMEHTbI Bbinn Gbl B 0OMEH Ha NOSNIUTUKY
agMUHUCTpaumn Tpamna, KoTopasi CHUMaeT akUeHT (CBOAUT K
MUHUMYMY) BTOpXXeHne Poccun B YKpauHy 1 BMECTO 3TOro
cocpefoTtaunBaeTtcs Ha Kputuke ctpadH HATO 3a To, 4TO OHU He
NnaTaAT CBOK CripaBefnnBYIO OMO», - TaK Bblpasurcs
npencraesutene Russiagate MC Schiff Ha cnywaHusx B Nanate
npeacrasuTenen. , cepbe3Ho oTmedad, 4to ManadopTt n Kaptep
MNengx Obinn Ha cbesae.

«B TOM Xe mecsue, korga Tpamn oTpuuan ponb lNyTnHa B
YKpauHe, ero komaHga ocnabuna napTuiHyo nnatgopmy Ha
YKkpauHey, - 4ob6aBun KOHrpeccMeH-gemMokpaT oT wraTta MHgmaHa
AHgpe KapcoH.

A n3yunn aTy UcTopuio ABa roga Hasag, koraa baipon Mopk ns
BawuHzmoHcko20 Pesu3opa caenan 4acTb, HaCTamMBaloLLYy Ha
TOM, YTO a) Nonpaska, NpeanararLas «CMepTOHOCHOe
0BopoHNTENBHOE OpYXKMey» AN YKpauHbl, B Ntobom cnyyae Gbina
Obl youta B komuteTe, 1 6) nocnegHun ogobpeHHbIn Tpamnom
A3blK Ha YKkpauHa Obina Ha caMoM aene xecmye, a He cnabee,
4yeM nepBoHavanbHoe pecnybnmMkaHCKoe nNpeasiokeHne.

A He 6bin NoknoHHUKoM BarpoHa Mopka. Mbl cTonkHynmuch B
HEKOTOPbIX HEMPUSATHbLIX OTHOLLEHUAX 13- 3a Npobnem
PMHAHCOBOrO Kpusnca. Ho ero uctopms okasanacb BEPHOW.

O6bsicHuN generar, KOTOPbIN NPeaIoKN Nonpaekxy,
0006poaYyLWHbIA BOCbMUAECATUNETHMI NO UMeHn [dnaHa [leHmaH
n3 panoHa CaH-AHTOHMO. ELLe B BOCbMMAECATLIX rogax r-xa
[eHmaH cnyxunna agMnHucTpauumn PeliraHa Ha pasruyHbIX
OOIDKHOCTAX, B TOM YKUCIE B Ka4YeCcTBe conpeaceaarens
KoHcynbTaTtneHoro coseta Kopnyca mupa.

Bca ata gpama Havyanacb He NOTOMY, YTO LUMNWOHbI WenTanu Ha
yxo Tpamna, 4tobbl nepenucaTtb NONUTUKY, YTODbI YrognTh
Poccun, a notomy, 4to mmuccuc [leHmaH Gbina obecnokoeHa
cTapon namaTbio. YKpaunHLUbl, Kak oka3anocb, HAaNoOMHUNKU en
KOoHTpac. OHa ¢ rpycTbio BCOMMHanMa, YTo BUHTOBKM «KOHTpac»
ObINN He OYeHb XOPOLMMU. « IHTEPEeCHO, CTPENAIT NN OHU
BoOOLLE», - cKkasara oHa MHe.
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“The hacked documents would be in exchange for a Trump
Administration policy that de-emphasizes (minimizes) Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine and instead focuses on criticizing NATO
countries for not paying their fair share,” is how Russiagate MC
Schiff put it in a House hearing, gravely noting both Manafort and
Carter Page were at the convention.

“The same month that Trump denied Putin’s role in Ukraine, his
team weakened the party platform on Ukraine,” Democratic
congressman Andre Carson of Indiana added.

| looked into this story two years ago, when Byron York of the
Washington Examiner did a piece insisting a) the amendment
proposing “lethal defensive weapons” for Ukraine would have
been killed in committee anyway, and b) the final Trump-approved
language on Ukraine was actually tougher, not weaker, than the
original Republican proposal.

| was not a fan of Byron York’s. We'd clashed in some ugly ways
over financial crisis issues. But his story proved right.

The delegate who proposed the amendment, a kindly
octogenarian named Diana Denman from the San Antonio area,
explained. Back in the eighties, Mrs. Denman served the Reagan
Administration in a number of capacities, including as co-chair of
the Peace Corps Advisory Council.

This whole drama was started not because spies whispered in
Trump’s ear to rewrite policy to please Russia, but because Mrs.
Denman was troubled by an old memory. Ukrainians, it turned out,
reminded her of the Contras. She recalled with sadness the rifles
the Contras had weren’t very good. “I| wondered if they’d even
shoot,” she told me.
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Mo aTon NnpuunHe oHa NpeanoXxuna NyHKT B nratgopme, KOTOpbIN
npusbiBan 6bl «xnogaepxmeaTh (U, ecnu 6ygeT onpaegaHo,
YCUNNBAaTb) CaHKUUN» B OTHOLLEHUN Poccumn n HanpaensiTb
«CMepPTOHOCHOE OBOPOHUTENTBHOE OpYXME» B YKpanHy.

Oaxxe npu ToM, 4yTo [lJeHMaH nmern HeEKOTOPYO NOAAEPKKY, YNeHbI
MoakomuTeTa HauuoHanbHON 6e3onacHocTn «Bo3poxaeHue
AMepUKn» NOATBEPOUITN, YTO KOPYXKENHAs» NMHUS HU B KOEM
cny4yae He npotuna 6bl KOMUTET, KOTOPLIW, NO CYTU, ABaXAbI
OTKMOHAN (rofiocoBarn NpoTmB) .

Kak ckasan ognH 13 4fieHOB KOMUTETa, NOPKCKasi UCTopUs
«O0BOSIbHO 61M3Ka K TOMY, YTO NPOMU3OLLSIO, a TaKKe K TOMY, Y4TO
NMENo 1 He NMeno 3HadeHus». MNocneaHnin OTpbIBOK Tpebosan
CaHKUWUA N «COOTBETCTBYIOLLEN NMOMOLLM BOOPYXEHHbLIM CUaMm
YkpauHbl». Oba 4ONONHEHNsT caenann pe3onioumnio no YkpanHe
Gonee arpeccuBHOM, YEM NepBOHaAYasnbHbIN TEKCT
PecnybnukaHckon napTnm, KOTOpbIN TpeboBas TONbLKO
«COOTBETCTBYHOLLNX MEP» N «PELUMMOCTUY.

KctaTtn, okoH4aTenbHbIn TekcT nnatgpopmbl RNC 6bin Takke
bonee xecTtkum ansa Poccnn, yem gemokpaTtumdeckasa nnatgopma,
KoTopas He TpeboBana HU CaHKUWIA, HU OPYXXUSA AN YKpauHbl.
BonblwmHcTBO 3puTenenn MSNBC 6yayT yaMBreHsbl, y3HaB, 4To
nnatdopma [lemokpaTnyeckon naptTum B TOM rogy BKrovana B
cebs 3TOT OTPLIBOK:

Mbl gagum MyTVHY NOHATL, YTO Mbl FOTOBbI COTPYAHUYATb C
HUM, KOrAa 3TO B HaWMX UHTepecax ... HO Mbl HE CTECHSEMCS
NPOTMBOCTOSATb POCCUINCKON arpeccum.

OT0 ObIN KNaccuyecku cnyvan, Korga « cuHue» (MormTuyeckm
neeble ) CMW He cnegunmn 3a 3akOHHOM « KpacHOM» (MONUTUYECKN
npaBuribHOM ) OTYETHOCTBIO (pasymeeTcs, obpaTHoe
yTBEepXOEeHNe Tak e 4acTo BEpPHO, eCIiv TOBOPUTbL O CEPLE3HOM
CTPYKTYPHOM HefocTaTke B GusHece). Mictopus Mopka B
KOHe4HOM uTore 6bina nogTeepxaeHa Mionnepom, KOTopbIn
Hanucan: «PaccnegoBaHve He yCTaHOBUIO, YTO YCUNUA OAHOIo
YnHoBHMKa KamnaHum no pasbasneHunto YacTu nnaTgopmbl
PecnybnvkaHckon napTim No okasaHuo noMom YkpanHe 6binuv
npeanpuHATLI MO YKaske KaHauaata Tpamna unm Poccumy.
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For this reason, she proposed a paragraph in the platform that
would have called for “maintaining (and, if warranted, increasing)
sanctions” on Russia and sending “lethal defensive weapons” to
Ukraine.

Even though Denman had some support, members of the
“America Resurgent” National Security Subcommittee confirmed
the “weapons” line would not in any case have passed the
committee, which essentially voted it down (voted against) twice.

As one committee member said, the York story was “pretty close
to the upshot of what happened, as well as what did and did not
matter.” The final passage called for sanctions and “appropriate
assistance to the armed forces of Ukraine.” Both additions made
the Ukraine resolution more aggressive than the original GOP
text, which called only for “appropriate measures” and “resolve.”

The final RNC platform text was also, incidentally, tougher on
Russia than the Democratic platform, which didn’t call for either
sanctions or arms for Ukraine. Most MSNBC viewers would be
surprised to learn the Democratic platform that year included this
passage:

We will make it clear to Putin that we are prepared to cooperate
with him when it is in our interest... but we will not hesitate to
stand up to Russian aggression.

This was a classic case of blue-state (politically left) media not
following up legit red-state (politically right) reporting (of course
the converse is just as often true, speaking to a major structural
flaw in the business). York’s story ended up being confirmed by
Mueller, who wrote: “The investigation did not establish that one
Campaign official’s efforts to dilute a portion of the Republican
Party platform on providing assistance to Ukraine were
undertaken at the behest of candidate Trump or Russia.”
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OTcyTcTBME B OTYETE Kakux-nmbo ykasaHun Ha To, 4Tto [lon
MaHadpopT obancs ¢ [hkynmaHom AccaHxeMm, Noxoxe,
noaTBepXaaeT To, YTO BCe, KpoMe pefaktopa « [apduaHar, yxe
3HaloT: pacckas Jlioka XapanHra o TanHon BCTpeye Mexay HUMU
27 HOs10ps1 Npownoro roga 611 o6maHoM.

Mepepn Boibopamu , Slate onybnukoBan « bbin cepsep Trump
0buieHms ¢ Poccumen ?» B KOTOPOM OMUCLIBAETCS SKOObI
nogo3puTernbHOe B3aMMOLENCTBME MEXAY KOMMbOTEPHbLIM
cepBepoM Anbda-baHka B Poccum 1 cepepom,
3aperncTpmpoBaHHbIM Ans kamnaHum Tpamna. NoMHuTe
KOMMeHTapuii coBeTHUka KnuHtoHa [bkerka CannveaHa nocne
BbIXOZa 3TOM CTaTbn? «OTa CEKpeTHasi ropayas NMMHUS MOXET
cTaTb KNKYOM K packpbITUIO TanHbl cBs3en Tpamna ¢ Poccneny, -
Hanmcasn OH .

B otyeTe Mionnepa HMYero He roBoputcs 06 3TOM cepBepe, HO B
HeM roBopuTcs, 4To rmaea Anbda-6aHka NeTp ABeH nbiTancs u
He CMOr YCTaHOBUTb KOHTAKT C kKaMnaHuen Tpamna Bo BpeMmsi
nepexofa yepes yneHa npasneHna LieHTpa HauMoHanbHbIX
nHTepecoB Puyapga bepta. OH npeanonoXuTenbHO nMen CBs3b
¢ xapegom KywHepom yepes rmasy CNI Ovmutpusa Canmca.

Takum ob6pasom, NGO neYvanbHO U3BECTHLIN CeEpBEpP
OEeNCTBUTENBHO BbIST CEKPETHON ropsaYven NMHnen, a ABeH NpocTo
NPUTBOPSASCH, YTO XO4eT cobpaTbCAa Ha BCTPeYy, Kak Bce
ocTasnbHbIE - NPOCMaTpmBasi CBOO TeneOHHY0 KHUMY B MOMCKax
KOro-TO CO CBA3SIMU - UK NCTOPUSA C cepBepoM bbina
6eCcCMbICNEHHOMN.

CambIl BaXkHbIN OTPLIBOK HA hpOHTE croBopa Bbi1 0TMEYEH
meHHOM puHBanbAoOM B «[lepexeamenx:
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The absence in the report of any indication Paul Manafort
interacted with Julian Assange seems to confirm what everyone
except the editor of the Guardian already knows: that Luke
Harding'’s tale of a secret meeting between the two from
November 27 of last year was a hoax.

Before the election, Slate published “Was a Trump server
communicating with Russia?” which described ostensibly
suspicious interaction between a computer server for Alfa-Bank in
Russia and a server registered to the Trump campaign.
Remember Clinton campaign adviser Jake Sullivan’s comment
after that piece came out? “This secret hotline may be the key to
unlocking the mystery of Trump’s ties to Russia,” he wrote.

Mueller’s report says nothing about this server, but it does say
Alfa-Bank chief Pyotr Aven tried, and failed, to make contact with
the Trump campaign during the transition, through Center for the
National Interest board member Richard Burt. He supposedly had
a line to Jared Kushner through CNI head Dmitri Simes.

So either the infamous server was indeed a secret hotline and
Aven was just pretending to scrounge for a meeting the way
everyone else would — by going through his phone book in search
of someone with connections — or the server story was
meaningless.

The most important passage on the collusion front was one noted
by Glenn Greenwald in The Intercept:
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Btopo BbISIBUIIO MHOXXECTBEHHbIE KOHTaKTbI - «CBSI3M», Kak
rosoputcs B [Npukase o HaszHa4YeHUN, - Mexay AOMKHOCTHBIMA
nuuamn Kamnanuum Tpamna n oTaenbHbIMUY NMLAMK, CBSA3aHHBbIMK
C POCCUNCKNM MpaBUTENBLCTBOM ... B xoae paccrnenoBaHus
BbISICHUNOCE, UMENN N MECTO 3TW KOHTAaKThbl B pesyrnbTaTe
KoopanHauum nnu 3arosopa ¢ KamnaHnen Tpamna n Poccus, B
TOM Yucne B oTHowweHun Poccumn, okasbiBatoLwen NoMOLLb
KamnaHuu B 06MeH Ha ntobble BuAabl 6n1aronpuaTHOro OTHOLLEHUS
B 6yaywem. Ha ocHoBaHWM nmetowencsa nHopmawmu,
paccnefoBaHue He YCTAHOBMUIO TakoM KoopaMHaL MW,

OTOT OTPbLIBOK O3HAYAET, YTO BCE 3TW pacTarnBatoLmecs
opraHu3auUMoHHbIe anarpaMmbl o cBs3six Tpamna ¢ Poccuei,
HapWCOBaHHblE NMMXOPaA0YHO, Kak ecrin Obl OHW Nnoapaanu
KMHeMaTorpauyeckum NpeacTaBneHmsM nepapxmm madum unm
HapkoGapoHoB B cTune «lpoBoay, oka3anucb GecrnonesHbiMm
YNPaXXHEHUSIMM MO COEANHEHNIO (PaKTUYECKM HE CBA3AHHbIX
TOYEK.

B nto6on gpyron cutyauumn Hamekn Ha TO, YTO 3aroBOPLLMKHN,
KOTOpble HE MMEIOT OTHOLLEHWS APYT K APYry BHE
HaLMOHaNbHOCTN, ABNSAOTCA 3aroBOpLUMKaMu, cHMTaoTCA
0e3yMHbIMM 1 PACUCTCKUMU, HO BO BPEMS 3TON MaHUKU 3TO BbIno
caenaHo perynapHo. Kak 3amemusi MOV Apyr u OblBLUWIA PeOaKTOp
Moscow__Times MaTT BuBeHc , NPoCTO 6b/Mb PYCCKUM OYEHb
[10MO2/10 BaM NOMNacTb B ra3eTbl 3a 3TU roApl.

CoeTckuin amurpaHT , no nmenn KOpun Vanetik ctan npegmetom
MHoroumcneHHbix McClatchy WwTyk , no- BUGMMoMy , MOTOMY YTO
OH ogHaxabl B3san ceni (cpoTorpadcuto ceds) ¢ MNonom
Manadboptom. B Wall Street Journal , Vanetik onucan , kak
McClatchy , He yTBepxxaas kakue - nMbo HapyLleHun, 13 ceHa
(Bocnonb3oBarnack) TeM akToM , 4To oH umen LLC ( maneHbkas
Kopropauusa 6e3 akumii ) . «kKomnaHun ¢ orpaHnUyYeHHom
OTBETCTBEHHOCTbLIO MHOrAA [MCNONb3yTCA] AN LUMPOKOro Kpyra
rHYCHbIX Uernen, - nncan MakKnatuu , - BKnoYyas ykroHeHue oT
ynnaTbl HaNoroB 1 OTMbIBaHWE AEHEr, MOTOMY YTO OHU MOTYT
CKpblBaTb CBOE NUCTUHHOE BnageHue (koHTponk) ». B CLUA Gonee
AByx munnvoHos LLC.
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The Office identified multiple contacts—*“links,” in the words of the
Appointment Order—between Trump Campaign officials and
individuals with ties to the Russian government... The
investigation examined whether these contacts involved or
resulted in coordination or a conspiracy with the Trump Campaign
and Russia, including with respect to Russia providing assistance
to the Campaign in exchange for any sort of favorable treatment in
the future. Based on the available information, the investigation
did not establish such coordination.

This passage means that all those sprawling org charts about
Trump’s Russia connections — drawn in feverish fashion, as if to
emulate movie representations of mafia hierarchies or Wire-style
drug crews — turned out to be gratuitous exercises in connecting
actually unrelated dots.

In any other situation, implying people who have no relation to one
another beyond nationality are conspirators would be considered
insane and racist, but it was done with regularity during this
mania. As my friend and former Moscow_Times editor Matt
Bivens noted, just being Russian went a long way to getting you in
the papers in these years.

A Soviet émigré named Yuri Vanetik became the subject of
multiple McClatchy pieces apparently because he once took a
selfie (photograph of oneself) with Paul Manafort. In the Wall
Street Journal, Vanetik described how McClatchy, without alleging
any wrongdoing, made hay (took advantage) of the fact that he
had an LLC (small corporation without shares). “LLCs sometimes
[are] used for a wide array of nefarious purposes,” McClatchy
wrote, “including tax evasion and money laundering, because they
can hide their true ownership (control).” There are over two million
LLCs in the United States.
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MazeTa « BawuHamoH nocmy» onybnukosana « Ceasn Poccum ¢
KO3bIpEM: KTO Y4aCTBYET », B KOTOPYO BOLUMN UHTEPAKTUBHbIE
anarpaMmmbl, Ha KOTOPblE MOXHO HaxaTb. OTO nokasano youtb
TpamncTepos, Ka3anocb 6bl, CBA3aHHbIX C ybuBaHMEM PYCCKUX.
Hanpumep, agsokat Tpamna Marikn KoaH Obin cBsidaH ¢ npecc-
cekpeTtapeM lNyTnHa OmuTtpuem NMeckoBbIM.

"eHe3unc aTon «CBA3M» BKAOYa HeyaaBLmecs nonbiTkn KoaHa
3apyunTbCs nogaepkkon Poccun B nevanbHO M3BECTHOW caernke
Tpamn-Tayap, koTopyto OH 1 ero apyr ®enuvkc Catep 3aKknoyYUnIun
B 2015-2016 rogax. O1 Mionnepa Mbl 3Haem, 4to KoaHy
npuwnocb 6ykeanbHO No3BOHUTL B Kpemrb (cBA3aThbeA ¢
HE3HaKOMbIM YeTIOBEKOM) B MOMCKax ohmumnanbHOM NOAOEPKKN B
3TOM anun3oae. bornee Toro, B aetansx, KOTOpble rOBOPAT O
nosniHom abcypaHOCTM 3TON UCTOPMM 3aroBopa, nonbiTku KosHa
pasocnatb [leckoBa cHa4ana He yBeH4Yanucb ycnexom, noTomy
YTO OH HenpaBwunbHO Habpan agpec! N3 oTyeTa:

KosH owuboyHo ucronb3o8arn adpec 3/IEKMPOHHOU MoYMbI «

Pr peskova@prpress.gof.ru » emecmo «
Pr_peskova@prpress.qov.ru », nosamomy a5ieKmpoHHOEe fUcbMo,
04€8UOHO, He rPowino ...

OTO B KOHEYHOM cyeTe NpUBLINO, HO He MoMy4Yunno oTeeTa.
HenoareepxaeHHbIN, [Touma onucana 3To HenpaBubHO
OTNPaBreHHO., He NPOCEeXNBaeMoe 3MEeKTPOHHOE NMCbMO
cneayowmm obpasom:

B aneKkTpoHHOM NMCbMe 0TMEeYanocb camoe NpsiMoe
B3aUMOJENCTBMNE MeXAY rMaBHbIM NOMOLLHUKOM Tpamna u
BbICOKOMOCTaBMEHHbIM YNieHOM npaButenscTea lMyTunHa.

Ewe ogHa Henenas getanb: KOaH, NOX0OXe, OTKMOHWUI
npeanoxeHve o NomoLLmM B caernke ¢ Tower ot 6biBLLErO
HayarnbHVKa npecc- cnyxobbl MUMHUCTPa 3HepreTukn Poccum
Omutpunsa Knokosa nocne Toro, kak OH ero Nporyrnvn u crnytan ¢
ONUMMUNCKUM LUTAHIUCTOM C TEM XE UMEHEM .

3artem Buzzfeed gonyctun Ty xe ownbKy B CBOMX penopTaxax,
nonarasicb Ha «4eTblpex YenoBek, 3HaKOMbIX C 3TUM BOMPOCOM»
(3HakoMCTBO OKa3anocb BeCbMa n3MeH4MBbIM B Russiagate ),
roBOpsi O «PYCCKOM CMOPTCMEHE, KOTOPbIN NPeANoXun
npeactasuTb [oHanbga Tpamna MyTuHy».
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The Washington Post published “Trump Campaign’s Russia Ties:
Who's Involved,” which included a clickable interactive chart. It
showed a slew of Trumpsters seemingly connected to a slew of
Russians. Trump lawyer Michael Cohen, for instance, was shown
linked to Putin press secretary Dmitry Peskov.

The genesis of this “connection” involved Cohen’s failed efforts to
get Russian backing for the infamous Trump Tower deal he and
buddy Felix Sater cooked up in 2015-2016. From Mueller, we
know Cohen literally had to cold-call (contact an unfamiliar
person) the Kremlin in search of official support in this episode.
Moreover, in a detail that speaks to the total absurdity of this
conspiracy tale, Cohen'’s efforts to cold-mail Peskov failed at first
because he mis-typed the address! From the report:

Cohen erroneously used the email address
“Pr_peskova@prpress.gof.ru” instead of
“Pr_peskova@prpress.gov.ru,” so the email apparently did not go
through...

It did eventually arrive, but got no reply. Undeterred, the Post
described this mis-sent, not-followed-up-upon email as follows:

The email marked the most direct interaction yet of a top Trump
aide and a senior member of Putin’s government.

In another ludicrous detail, Cohen appears to have blown off an
offer of help with the Tower deal from Dmitry Klokov, a former
press chief to a Russian Energy Minister, after Googling him and
confusing him with an Olympic weightlifter of the same name.

Buzzfeed then made the same mistake in its reporting, relying
upon “four people familiar with the matter” (familiarity turned out to
be a fluid concept in Russiagate), telling of a “Russian athlete who
offered to introduce Donald Trump to Putin.”
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B MHOrouMcneHHbIX NOBTOPHLIX COOBLLEHNAX 00 3TOM gene B
apyrux nsgaHunax Knokoea He-TakenoaTneTa 4yacto NpocTo
onucbiBanu kak «Poccus», kak B « Kamnadun Tpamna 6bina
npeasioKeHa nonutnyeckas cuHeprmua Poccmnen ».

UuTaa oTyeT, CTaHOBUTCA SCHO, YTO XOTHA HA CaMOM Jere He
LWTAHMUCT Npeasiaran HasHauyuTb BCTPEYY C «4EMNOBEKOM,
npeactasnsowmnm nHtepec» (MytuH, no cnosam Mionnepa, xoTs
HesICHO, ObInn nn y KnokoBa Takune CBS3W Unn oHu Obinu elle B
Mope BS (4yLub) XyA0XXHUKOB B 3TOM MCTOpUK), oTBET KOaHa Obin
OCTOPOXEH.

OH ckasan Knokosy, 4To ntobas Takas BcTpeya ¢ yyactuem KoaHa
unun Tpamna JosmkHa NPOBOANTLCS «B CBA3U C pa3paboTKkon n
ochmumanbHbIM BU3UTOMY. [lpyrumMun crioBaMu, OH HacTamBar Ha
TOM, 4YTOObI NMtob6as BCTpeya He Obina cekpeTHoW. ATa geTanb
NPOTMBOPEYUT BOCMPUATUIO KamnaHum Tpamna, HaueneHHon Ha
NMOWUCK CEKPETHbIX NyTen K [MyTuHy.

Google, 4To «B COYETAHUM C» INTIEKTPOHHON NOYTON, U Bbl
HangeTe ABa xuTa, oba ¢ npownon Hegenn. Nwute «dpyxuwie,
HaLl ManbymMk MoXeT cTaTb npe3angeHTom CLUA» unm «mbl
n3depem [JoHanbga», u Bbl HAMAeETe ThiCAYM. YAMBUTENBHO, Kakne
3IMEKTPOHHbIE NUCbMa NPOCOYUIIUCH , KaKNE HET, a Kakue
penopTepbl peLnnu caenatb HOBOCTAMM.

Ha nepBbinn B3rngag, caenka ¢ bawHen Tpamna Obina
npasgonogobHon. 3To abConTHO NPEANnONOXNNO BO3MOXHOCTb
Koppynuuu. Jlerko 6b110 NnpeacraBnTb, YTo JoHanbg Tpamn
MEHSeT OA4VH UNn ABa BapuaHTa NonnTUKM B O6MEH Ha BbIrOA4HYHO
cOernky C HegBMXXUMOCTBIO.

Ecnn 6bl B TakoM nNoBecTBOBaHUM Bbina xoTb 40N Npaeabl, Ob11o
Obl Nerko NoHsTb, nodemy Agam LLndpd moxeT Ha3BaTb 3TO «
Opyron dopmow crosopa ». ctopua «balHm» Takke
npegnarana, no KpanHen mepe, OTAaneHHO peanmMcTUYecKyto
BO3MOXXHOCTb LUaHTaxa, Nnockosibky Tpamn B Hauyarne 2016 roga
ny6nnM4HO 3as8BNsMN, YTO HE MMEET OeNOBbIX OTHOLLEHUI B
Poccun, korga oH TEXHUYECKM BCE eLle nmen (unu gyman, 4to
caenan). Kak cHoa 3ameTtun Wndd: « Pycckme 3Hanm, 410 310
HenpasAa », 1 Mornu 6bl UICNONb30BaTb 3TO NPOTUB HEro, XOTHA
npeanonaraeTcs, 4To Tpamn y3HaeT, YTO OTKPOBEHNE CMYyLLAeT.
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In numerous re-reports of this affair by other outlets, Klokov the
not-weightlifter was often simply described as “Russia,” as in
“Trump campaign was offered political synergy by Russia.”

Reading the report, it’s clear that while the not-weightlifter was in
fact offering to set up a meeting with a “person of interest” (Putin,
according to Mueller, although it's not clear if Klokov actually had
such connections or was yet another in a sea of BS (bullshit)
artists in this story), Cohen’s response was guarded.

He told Klokov any such meeting, involving Cohen or Trump,
would have to be “in conjunction with the development and an
official visit.” In other words, he insisted on any meeting not being
in secret. This detail is at odds with the perception of a Trump
campaign determined to seek out secret pathways to Putin.

Google that “In conjunction with” email and you’ll find two hits,
both from the last week. Search for “Buddy our boy can become
President of the USA” or “we will get Donald elected,” and you’ll
find thousands. It's amazing what emails were leaked, which ones
were not, and which ones reporters chose to make into news.

The Trump Tower deal was a legit story, on the surface. It
absolutely suggested the possibility of corruption. It was easy to
imagine Donald Trump changing a policy take or two in exchange
for a lucrative real estate deal.

If there was even a grain of truth to such a narrative, it would be
easy to understand why Adam Schiff might call this “A different
form of collusion.” The Tower story also offered an at least
distantly realistic possibility of blackmail, as Trump in early 2016
was publicly claiming not to have business dealings in Russia
when he technically still did (or thought he did). As Schiff noted
again, “The Russians knew it wasn’t true,” and could have used
this against him, although this assumes Trump would know to be
embarrassed by the revelation.
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Ho goknag Mionnepa nogHMMaeT BOMNpPOChl O TOM, 6b/1uU N
BOOOLLE B 3TOW UCTOPUM PYyCCKME.

lMoxoxe, 4TO NpoeKT Havancsa ¢ ppunaHca Mankna KoaHa B
nouckax geHer. 3aTemM OH OCTaBuI 3anor B TOT MOMEHT, Korga
cTano AcHo, YTO ero noTeHumManeHbIn NnapTHep, Penukc CaTep, He
OyaeT BbICTynaTb HA FPOMKUX NEPEroBopax Mnn BbINMOMHATbL CBOU
obellaHHble TaXenble 4eNCTBUS Ha CTOPOHE CBA3WN.

Moxoxe, CaTep 6bIn noBoAoM Ang caenku ¢ baluHen. Kak
oTmeyaeT [xoHHu [lyanep n3 The Intercept (M 4O CUX MOP HUKTO B
cpefcrBax MaccoBoW MHopMaLUK CUHE-rocyaapCTBEHHOIO
nonoxexus), Mionnep noyemy-To npeHedper B oT4eTe
YNOMMHAHNEM «HbIO-NOPKCKOrO KOHCYMbTaHTa Mo HEABMXMMOCTU»
Carep aBngeTcs ogHUM 13 U3BeCTHble beaeparbHbie
MHOpMaTOpPLl YCENBAKOT 3TOT CBOEOOpPa3HbIN pacckas.
Cornawienne o cotpyaHmnyectse mexay Penep n Catepom 6bino
Aaxe nognucaHo ogHMM 13 cTapmnx Nnpokypopos Mionnepa,
OHgpto BaricmaHom.

MmeHHo CaTtep Hanucan yanBuTenbHble 3NEKTPOHHbIE NUCbMa C
3aronoBkaMu «[pusaTens, HawW ManbYnKk MOXET CTaTb
npesmgeHtom CLUA» 1 «A 3actasnio Bclo komaHay MyTuHa KynuTb
B». OH Takke TOT, KTO y6eamn KoaHa pasxeyb MHTEpEC K caernke
BecHon 2016 roga, cnycta Mecsubl nocne Toro, kKak KoaH notepsan
NHTEepec, noobeLlas emy NUYHYIO BCTpeYy ¢ [yTUHbIM, ecnun oH
npumet yyactue B [NeTepbyprckom dhopyme («Poccuickmi
[asoc», webetan Catep). ,

KoaH cHavana cornacuncs («PaboTaeT Anga MeHs», - nucan OH),
HO MO3XXe CHOBA yAanuncs, Kak oTMe4aeTcs B OTYETE:

KoaH 6bin 06ecnokoeH Tem, YTO POCCUNCKNE YMHOBHUKN
dhakTmyeckn He GbinNm BOBNEYEHbI UK He BbinNn 3aMHTEPEeCOBaHbI
BO BCTpeye ¢ HuUM (Kak yTeepxgan Catep), n N03TOMY OH peLumnn
He nocewaTtb Popym.

Carep npusen KoaHy umeHa kak lNytuHa, Tak u lNeckoBa, HO HK
OHW, HWN Opyrne poccumnckme oduumnanbHble nuua Ha camom gene
He UrypupytoT BO BCer 3TON BPEMEHHON LUKarne, KpoMe Toro, YTo
MeckoB noaTBepaun, YTO OH NPOUTHOPUPOBAI 3MNEKTPOHHYIO
nouTy KoaHa.
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But the Mueller report raises questions as to whether there even
were any Russians in this story by then.

The project seems to have begun with Michael Cohen freelancing
in search of a buck. He then bailed the instant it became clear his
would-be partner, Felix Sater, wasn’t delivering on big talk or
doing any of his promised heavy lifting on the connections side.

It seems Sater was the driver of the Tower deal throughout. As
noted by Johnny Dwyer of The Intercept (and no one else in blue-
state media, to date), Mueller for some reason neglected in the
report to note the “New York-based real estate advisor” Sater is
one of a number of known federal informants dotting this peculiar
narrative. Sater’s 19federal cooperation agreement was even
signed by one of Mueller’s senior prosecutors, Andrew Weissman.

It was Sater who authored the amazing headline-grabbing emails
of the “Buddy our boy can become President of the USA” and ‘I
will get all of Putin’s team to buy in” variety. He’s also the one who
convinced Cohen to rekindle interest in the deal in the spring of
2016, months after Cohen lost interest, promising him a personal
meeting with Putin if he would attend the St. Petersburg Forum
(“Russia’s Davos,” Sater chirped).

Cohen at first agreed (“Works for me,” he wrote), but later
withdrew again, as the report notes:

Cohen was concerned that Russian officials were not actually
involved or were not interested in meeting with him (as Sater had
alleged) and so he decided not to go to the Forum.

Sater invoked to Cohen the names of both Putin and Peskov, but
neither they nor any other Russian official actually show up in this
whole timeline, apart from Peskov confirming he ignored Cohen’s
email.
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B koHeuHoM utore KoaH Obin ocy4eH 3a yroroBHYHO
OTBETCTBEHHOCTL 3a JTOXb O NPeKpaLleHnn cOenku B AHBape, a
npecca 6bina nepenonHeHa pacckasamMm O 3roBELLMX
neperosopax « Tpamn-MockBay . M aTo0 HECMOTpPS Ha TO, YTO B
3TON caenke, BO3MOXHO, He 6bino MmHoro «Mockebl» (npaega
GonbLue noxoxa Ha «neperoBopbl CaTep-KoaH»).

Kak n B pacckase o [xopaxe MNanagonynoce, n3suHuUTE (YTO-TO
BblOpoLeHHoe) nad kamnaHun bena KapcoHa, koTopbii, no-
BUOUMOMY, B TEYEHNE HECKOMbKMUX MUHYT nocne npucoeauHeHus
K KamnaHum Tpamna 6bin 3acbinaH He3anpoLLEeHHON CrfeTHEN
ManbTUUCKNM NPodbeccopoM, a eHLwmHa Nanagonynoc npuwna
K MbICIN, 4YTO OHa nnemMsaHHuua Bnagumupa MyTtuHa (Y MNyTtuHa
HEeT NNeMsHHULbI ), OH HAKOr4a He yCTaHaBMMBaeTCs - JaXe B
otyeTe Mionnepa - rae HaxoauTcs ouLmanbHasa poccuickas
cBaA3sb (cebinka) . Monnep ccoinaetcs B pasgenax
«Managonynocy» Ha «pycckyto rpsasby U «obleHne ¢ Poccreny,
HO HUrAe He YyTBEepPXAAaeTCs, YTO KTO-Nnb0o 13 aTuX Noaewn,
KoTopbIX BCTpeyan Managonynoc, Ha camom aene 6bin
POCCUMNCKUMU YMHOBHMKamMK. Bce, 4TO ycTaHOBMNEHO, 3TO TO, YTO
Managonynoc gyman, 4Tto oHu 6binu.

PeanbHoe 3HayeHue Toro, 4to Mionnep He MOXeT HanTn
«KOOpAMHAaUMIO NN 3aroBop» B KaKon-nnbo n3 6ecyncneHHbIx
«CBA3en» Mexay Tpammnom n pycCKUMM UIn, BO3SMOXHO,
PYCCKMMU, COCTOUT B TOM, YTO 3TO NPUBOAUT K HenernbIM (rrynbiv)
rogam HOBOCTEM, ULLYLLINX CMbICIT B 9TUX CBA3SIX.

Hanpumep, B mapte 2017 roga, korga [xenmc Komun nokasan,
yTo ®BP paccregoBano, CywecTBYeT N « KOOpANHALMA Mexay
noabMun, CBA3aHHbIMU C KamnaHuen Tpamna, U pyCCKUMM », BECb
HOBOCTHOW Bu3Hec cowen ¢ yma. [apduaH goknaza 6bin
TUNWUYHbIM:

... 3amevaTenbHbI 1 6ecnpeueneHTHbIN NOPOr B NONUTUYECKON
nctopum CLUA, KOTOPbIV HE BbI3bIBAET COMHEHUI B TOM, YTO
OKpYXXeHWe OeNCTBYIoLLEro npesvaeHTa Haxoaunochk nog
cneacTBMEM 3a BO3MOXHOE NMOTBOPCTBO C MHOCTPAHHbIM
NPOTUBHMKOM, YTOObLI NOCTaBUTb 3TOMO Npe3ngeHTa y Bractu.
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Cohen was ultimately convicted criminally for lying about the deal
ending in January, and the press was replete with tales of sinister
“Trump—Moscow” negotiations. This was despite the fact that
there might not have been much “Moscow” in this deal (the truth
seems more like “Sater—Cohen negotiations”).

As with the tale of George Papadopoulos, a sorry castoff
(something thrown away) from the Ben Carson campaign who
seemingly within minutes of joining the Trump campaign was
bumrushed with unsolicited gossip by a Maltese professor and a
woman Papadopoulos came to think was Vladimir Putin’s niece
(Putin doesn’t have a niece), it's never established — not even in
the Mueller report — where the official Russian connection (link) is.
Mueller refers in the Papadopoulos sections to “Russian dirt” and
“‘Russia-related communications,” but it's not asserted, anywhere,
that any of these people Papadopoulos met were actually Russian
officials. All that’s established is Papadopoulos thought they
were.

The real significance of Mueller failing to find “coordination or
conspiracy” in any of the countless “links” between Trump and
Russians or perhaps-Russians is that it renders ridiculous (makes
foolish) years of news stories searching for meaning in these
connections.

In March of 2017, for instance, when James Comey testified the
FBI had been investigating whether there was “coordination
between people associated with the Trump campaign and the
Russians,” the entire news business went insane. A Guardian
report was typical:

...a remarkable and unprecedented threshold in US political
history, putting beyond doubt that a sitting’s president’s entourage
was under investigation for possibly conniving with a foreign
adversary to put that president in power.
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KoHeuHo, Tenepb Mionnep onpeaenus, 4to He 6bIflo HUKAKOro
3aroBopa WM KoopamMHaumm, YTo CHoBa NogHMMAaET BOMpPOCHI,
KOTOpble Mbl AOIMKHbI ObINW 3aaBaTh B TO BPpEMS], HANpUMep: YTO
MMEHHO MOCNYXXUNO OCHOBaHUEM ANs 3TOro «becnpeueneHTHOro»
paccnegoBaHua? YTto y HMX 6b1no?

Bbinn 6ecuncneHHble NCTOpUKM 3TOro TUMa, OT N3roTaBNMBaEMOM
yTeukun goknaga Steele, k apecty Nanagonynoc, HOBOCTU , YTO
Mionnep impaneled (BbiGpaHo) 6onbLuoe xopu (CrieacTBeHHaAs
rpynna) (cpeav apyrux sewen , 4yTobbl CMOTPETb Ha, Kak 1 Cu -
OH - calT 9TO, BO3MOXHAasi KOOPAMHALNSA C K POCCUNCKNMMU
LUMMOHCKUMW areHTCTBaMWny, A0 «Pelf Ha paccBeTe» B JoMe
MaHadpopTa, npoTnB 06BMHEHUN MaHadopTta n Puka MenTca, oo
opaepa Ha obbick, Bpydyaemoro KoaHy, 40 NOCTOAHHbIX
CMeKkynAunn 0 «M3MeHe» . » JTU 3arofoBKN BbIFMSASAT COBCEM MO-
apyromy cemnyac, korga Mionnepy He yaanocb HanuTu CKPbITbIN
3aroBeop.

[axe nevanbHO M3BecTHasa BcTpeyva Tpamn-Tayap ¢ Hatanben
BecenbHuLKON B OTYETE BbIMMSAWT Kak LWyTKa. BecenHuukas
paHee nobbupoBana NonMTUKOB B BalLMHITOHE, BCeraa c Tem xe
npeanorom, obewas NoOMoYb NONOXUTb KOHEL, KOBapHOMY
3anpeTy Poccun Ha ycelHOBNeHue B obMeH Ha ocnabneHne
caHkum no AkTy MarHuTCKoro, KOTopble HenocpeaCTBEHHO
KOCHYNUCb ee NoAasioro KnneHTa - gupmbl «[peBe3oH», Ybmn
aKTuBbl OblNN 3aMOpOXKeEHbI 3-3a HMX. Mionnep coobLiaeT:
BecenbHuLKasa HMKOraa He AoCTaBnsana HUYero Nog4oodHOro rpsiau
Ha Xunnapu KNnuHTOH 1 Gbina HacTomnNbKO pasapaxaroLlen
(Hagoennueon) , yto kapeq KywHep Tpu pasa nbitancs
BblpBaTbCA U3 cobpaHma meHee Yyem 3a 20 MUHYT, B KOHLIE KOHLIOB
yXxoas paHo:

KywHep otnpasun iMessage B MaHadopT ¢ ykazaHnem «nycTon
TpaTbl BpeMeHW», a 3aTeM Ccpasy e Hanpaswn [Ba OTAENbHbIX
3NEKTPOHHbIX MMCbMa NomoLLHMKam B komnaHum Kushner ¢
nNpocbb0or NO3BOHUTL eMy, YTOBbI AaTb eMy NoBo4 YUTH. ..
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Of course, Mueller has now determined there was no conspiracy
or coordination, which again raises questions we should have
been asking at the time, like: what, exactly, was the basis for this
“‘unprecedented” probe? What did they have?

There were countless stories of this type, from the manufactured
leak of the Steele report, to the arrest of Papadopoulos, to news
that Mueller had impaneled (selected) a grand jury (investigative
group) (among other things to look at, as CNN put it, possible
coordination with “Russian spy agencies”) to the “pre-dawn raid”
at the home of Manafort, to the indictments of Manafort and Rick
Gates, to the search warrant served on Cohen, to the constant
speculations about “treason.” These headlines look a lot different
now that Mueller failed to find an underlying conspiracy.

Even the infamous Trump Tower meeting with Natalia
Veselnitskaya looks like a joke in the report. Veselnitskaya had
lobbied politicians in Washington before, always with the same
pitch, promising to help end Russia’s insidious adoption ban in
exchange for loosening Magnitsky Act sanctions that directly
affected her scummy client firm Prevezon, whose assets were
frozen because of them. Mueller reports: Veselnitskaya never
delivered anything like dirt on Hillary Clinton, and was so
personally annoying (bothersome), Jared Kushner tried to beg out
of the meeting three times in less than 20 minutes, eventually
leaving early:

Kushner sent an iMessage to Manafort stating “waste of time,”
followed immediately by two separate emails to assistants at
Kushner Companies with requests that they call him to give him
an excuse to leave...
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Mpobnema ¢ TeMm, kak Gbinn coobLLEeHbl BCE 3TN NCTOPUN,
3akroyanachb B TOM, YTO BEPOSATHOCTb TOro, 4To Tpamn He bbin
BUHOBEH, UM KaKkoro-nmbo o6bACHEHUS!, KOTOPOE He
COOTBETCTBOBASIO MPOKIIATOMY 3aroBopy (CamooyeBUaHbIN
CroBop) , NPOCTO He uccnegosanacb. TUNUYHbLIA METOA
NPUKPbLITUS 3Ton 6a3bl BKNoYan B cebsi, B TOM Ynche, oTpuLaHune
Tpamna, 1 Bckope gaxe coobueHuns o6 otkaszax Tpamna Gbinu
npegcTaBneHbl NOYTU Kak NOATBEPXKOEHMNE HEMPABOMEPHbIX
OENCTBUN, KakK, Hanpumep, B « Tpamne ocyxaaeT« nogaensHoe
JOCbe », HECMOTPSl Ha HEKOTOPbIE NMPOBEPEHHbIE YTBEPXKAEHUS ».

MockonbKky Tpamn - ra3oBbI MELWOK U peddeKCUBHbIN FKeL,
CKMOHHbIN K OCY)KOEHMIO AaXe UCTUHHbIX Bellen Kak «danbLlnBbIX
HOBOCTEWN», Kak, Hanpumep, Te coobLleHnsi o ero npukase [JoHy
MaklaHy, 6OMnbLNHCTBO 3pUTENEN CMHE-TOCYAAaPCTBEHHOMO
NMosoXeHs HUKOr4a He BUAENW HUYero nogobHOro Tpe3BoMy
aHanuay anbTepHaTUBHbIX OO bSCHEHUI 3TOrO NCTOPUS.

Ho >xypHanuctam cnegoBano Obl 3a4aTbCsi BOMPOCOM BCE BPeEMS,
He paau Tpamna, a Ansa HUX caMux, O N 06BUHEHMUSI NPOTUB
Tpamna npasgow. JTio6on, kTo o6paTnn 6bl BHUMaHWE, yBUAEN
Obl, YTO 4EI0 O CrOBOPEe CTPOUTCH C MOMOLLbIO NTOBKOCTU PYK, YTO
OOJIMKHO BbINo HanyraTb nNpeccy.

Mnnto3msa 6bina YacTMYHO NOCTpoeHa NiabMu, NoA06HBIMK
LLnddy, KoTopble yTBEPXKOAIOT, YTO UMEIKOT «boree Yem
KOCBEHHbIE» AoKasaTenbCTBa CkaHaana « 3a npegernavn
(borblue, yem) YoTeprent » B pasmepe. bbinuv Takke WenoTkn
HenpoOBEPEHHbIX UCTOPUIA, MHOTME U3 KOTOPbIX Bbinn
CKaHAanbHbIMK (Hanpumep, MHOTMM pernopTepam B AHIIUKU K
CLUA 6bI1510 NOXHO cKa3aHo, YTO Y OOHOMO XXeHaToro ctapLlero
4YMHOBHMKa Tpamna Gbin pomaH C pycckuMm, Hanpumep). He Bce
3TV UCTOPMM NONanu B neyaTb, HO HopMaLmsa Gbina
AOCTaBreHa B OCTaTO4HO BOMbLUNX KONMYECTBax, U BCKOpEe
XYPHaNUCTbl Ha4anu NoKynaTb CBUHEN B MeLUKax (KOoLlekK B
MeLlkax) . TUNnMYHaa KOHCTpyKumns (COopHUK) nosiBunach B
MapToBckor nctopmm CNN :

AmepurkaHckme YnHoBHUKK coobwmnu CNN, yto y PEP ecTb
WHOpMaLKs, KOTopasa yKasblBaeT Ha TO, YTO COTPYAHUKM
npesngeHTa JoHanega Tpamna obwanuck ¢ nogo3peBaembiMm
POCCUNCKMMM OnepaTUBHUKaMK, YTOObI CKOOPANHNPOBATL BbIMYCK
MHopMaumm, HaHocawen yuepb kamnaHnm Xvnnapy KnnmHToH.
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The problem with the way all of these stories were reported was
that the possibility of Trump not being guilty, or of any explanation
that fell short of damning conspiracy (self-evident collusion), was
simply not investigated. The typical method of covering that base
involved including a Trump denial, and before long even Trump’s
denials were reported almost as confirmations of wrongdoing, as
in “Trump slams ‘fake dossier’ despite some verified claims.”

Because Trump is a gasbag and a reflexive liar prone to
denouncing even true things as “fake news,” like for instance
those reports about his order to Don McGahn, most blue-state
audiences never saw anything like a sober examination of
alternative explanations for this story.

But reporters should have been wondering all along, not for
Trump’s sake but their own, if the allegations against Trump were
true. Anyone paying attention would have seen the collusion case
was being built via sleight of hand, which ought to have scared the
press.

The illusion was built in part by people like Schiff claiming to have
“more than circumstantial” evidence of a scandal “beyond (bigger
than) Watergate” in size. There were also reams of unverifiable
tales whispered, many of them scandalous (multiple reporters in
England and the U.S. were falsely told one married senior Trump
official had an affair with a Russian, for instance). Not all of these
tales got into print, but information was delivered in big enough
guantities that reporters soon enough started buying pigs in pokes
(cats in sacks). A typical construction (compilation) came in a
March 2017 CNN story:

The FBI has information that indicates associates of President
Donald Trump communicated with suspected Russian operatives
to possibly coordinate the release of information damaging to
Hillary Clinton’s campaign, US officials told CNN.
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Mopo3speBaeMble ... BO3MOXHO ... 3TU CrioBa NO3BONUMN
AHOHMMHbIM "aMepuKaHCKMM YMHOBHUKaM" 0BHapoaoBaThb
YTBEPXOEHUS, KOTOPbIE BbILLMN 3a paMK1 UX AOKa3aTernbCTB.
PenopTepbl N03BONSIOT UM AenaTb 3TO CHOBAa U CHOBA, He
Tpebys, 4ToObl OHM pacKpbiBan CBOK «MHAOPMALMIO», U NOYEMY
OHa «YKa3sblBaeT» Ha HEYTO HACTOMbKO Cepbe3Hoe.

Ewe ogHa xuTpocTb 3akntoyvanack B ToM, 4Tobbl pacckasatb
XypHanuctam o AencTBuAX, NPeanpUHATLIX NOUTUKaMN U
NpaBoOOXPaHUTENbHBIMW OpraHamun, KOTopble, Ka3arnoch,
NnoaKpennanu ncTopuio 3arosopa Tpamna - Havyano
paccrnefoBaHui, WENOT O cTpaxax WaHTaxa un T. [1. - korga Ha
caMoM Jene BCe, YTO OHM fenanu, - 3To pacckasbiBanu o
BHYTPEHHEM 3aroBope. CoobLLEHMA NN AeNCTBUS COTPYAHMKOB
cnyx6bl 6e3onacHocTu. B kayecTBe npumepa MOXHO MPUBECTU «
OT4YeT: COTPYAHMKN pasBedkun CKpbIBaOT MHOopMaumo oT Tpamna
» B The Hill B dheBpane 2017 roga.

OTa cTtatbs, 6e3ycnoBHO, Obina TOYHOM B TOM CMbICIE, YTO
MHopMaLMs, BEPOSITHO, Obina ckpbiTa OT Npe3naeHTa, HO OHa
no3Bosisifia HeHa3BaHHbIM JOMKHOCTHBLIM Nnuam nyormyHo
coobLaTtb 0 npobnemax «40CTOBEPHOCTUY, ONAThb Xe, HE
packpbiBas dakTUYeCKNX goKkasaTenbCTB KoOMNpomucea.

[pyrum BaxkHbIM TPIOKOM Takoro poga 6bina nyénukauma goknaga
Ctnna, B KOTOPOM pacckasbliBasioCb O TOM, Kak CEpbe3Hble
OOJDKHOCTHbIE NLA pasHOCKMN TO, YTO OKa3asniocb MeHee
cepbesHbiM gokymeHToM. OTyeT CTuna npeaocTasmn ayautopum
YyeTKoe NpeAcTaBrieHne O 3aroBope, He NPOXOAs NPOBEPKY
¢akToB, HM B HOBOCTHOW OpraHM3aunun, H1, HaCKOMbKO HaMm
N3BECTHO, HU B OOQHOM NMpPaBUTENbCTBEHHOM areHTcTBe. [JormkeH
1 OH BbITb paccMoTpeH bonee arpeccnBHO?

« Tatimc» TonbKo YTO BbiNycTUNa « OT4eT Mionnepa, KoTopbIn
MOXET npuBriedb 6onblue BHMMaHMA» Nocne pesynbTaToB
Mionnepa. Ccbinasco Ha ewe 6onee aHOHUMHbIE UCTOYHUKM -
nogen, «3HakoMblx ¢ paboton muctepa Ctunay, - Tenepb raseta
coobLaeT, 4To «onaceHusi No NOBOAY AOCTOBEPHOCTU [0TUETA]
BO3HUWKINN BCKOPE MOCIe TOro, Kak JOKYMEHT cTan
o6LLEeaoCTyNHbIMY.
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Suspected... possibly... these words allowed anonymous “US
officials” to make public assertions that punched above their
evidence. Reporters let them do it over and over, without
demanding they disclose their “information,” and why it “indicates”
something so serious.

Another trick was to tell reporters about actions taken by
politicians and law enforcement that seemed to bolster the Trump
conspiracy story — the opening of investigations, whispers about
fears of blackmail, etc. —when in fact all they did was tell a story
about the intramural communications or actions of security
officials. An example was “Report: Intelligence Officials Withhold
Information From Trump” in The Hill in February 2017.

This piece was surely accurate in the sense that information
probably was withheld from the President, but it allowed unnamed
officials to publicly communicate concerns about “trustworthiness,”
again without disclosing actual evidence of compromise.

The other major trick of this sort was the release of the Steele
report, which got out as a story about serious officials passing
around what turned out to be a less-than-serious document. The
Steele report provided audiences with a clear picture of
conspiracy without ever passing a fact-check, either at a news
organization or, so far as we know, in any government agency.
Should it have been examined more aggressively?

The Times just released “Mueller Report Likely To Draw More
Scrutiny” in the wake of the Mueller findings. Citing still more
anonymous sources — people “familiar with Mr. Steele’s work” —
the paper now reports, “misgivings about [the report’s] reliability
arose not long after the document became public.”
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"ae 6bnKn 3TN nctouHmkn Torga? MNodemy « Talmcex» He
cnpawwmBaeT? To xe camoe ¢ bo6om Bygsopaom, KOTopbIi
FOBOPUT, YTO «KpanHe COMHUTENbHOE» JOCbE «HY)XOAeTCsl B
paccnegoBaHun». Pa3Be OH He 3aayMblBarncs paHbLue?

Naoes o Tom, 4TO UCTOYHUKM Be30nacHOCTU 1 NONUTUKK ByayT
co3HaTerbHO BblABUraTb NOBECTBOBaHME 6e3 JoKa3aTenbCTB,
Oblna ANKOBMHHON, HO uaesi o ToM, 4to PCHB unun MNyTrH ByayT
BOBrekaTb B cnHy 6ontnmeoro 6ontatowero JoHanega Tpamna
B CTOJSb CMOXHOM 3aroBope. BoT noyemy s BonHoOBancs, 4to ata
ncTopusi Oblfia MMHHBLIM NOMEM B Ha4varne.

Hac npocunu npuHATL MHOroe Ha Bepy, 1 ecrnv UCTopus 3arosopa
Tpamna He Gbina NnpaBaon, HbI10 HECKONBKO anbTepPHATUBHbIX
00BbACHEHWI, KOTOPbIE HE BbINKN Bbl CTOMb e CTPAHHBIMA 1
MarnoBepOSTHbIMU. EANHCTBEHHOE, YTO HYXXHO ObINo caenatb, -
3TO NMPOSIBUTbL KPANHIOK OCTOPOXXHOCTb M O4HOBPEMEHHO
paccnegoBaTb 1 Tpamna, n ero 00BMHUTENEN, a 3TOr0 He
NpOM30LLSIO.

BoT no4emy Tak CTpaHHO, YTO NpeacTaBUTENM NPecchl Tenepb
yTBEpXaatoT, 4To oTyeT Mionnepa AokasbiBaeT, YTO penopTepsbl
MOHSANN UCTOPUIO «B OCHOBHOM MPaBUIBHO », MOTOMY YTO OHU
NPaBUNbHO COOBLLNMM O HEKOTOPbIX (haKTUYeCKMX BeLax,
Hanpumep, 4To Tpamn AencTBUTENbHO Npocurt KOMU 3aKOHYUTb
paccnegosaHne Mankna ®nvHHa.

UT0 XX, No3apaBnsto. YUntbiBas, Y4To Bbl MPONYyCTUNM
BCeOObEMMIOLLMI PAKT, YTO He BbINO HMKAKOro 3aroBopa Mexay
Tpamnom n Poccuen, He obeckypaxnBatome Menkmne codbitus,
NPOCOYMBLLMECA HEMOCPEACTBEHHO K BaM, Takme kak busHec
McGahn, He coBcem obHaaexuBaroT. ATO Kak pucoBaTb NOPTPET
N XBaCTaTbCs NPaBUSbHOM BECHYLLKOWN, KOr4a Bbl 3a0binn
HapmcoBaTb N'MraHTCKoe AepeBo, pacTyLLee 13 rofloBbl CyObekTa.

HecnocobHocTb nccrnenosath B ABYX HanpaBneHusx, YToobbl
HapncoBaTb BCIO KapTWHY, NpUBENa K cymacliealemy
O[HOCTOPOHHEMY TOYEYHOMY COEeQUHEHUIO, KOTOPOEe
AOOMMHMPOBArO B 3TOM Aene. 3To cTano noasiMHHON Teopuen
3aroeopa.
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Where were those sources back then? Why was the Times not
asking? Same with Bob Woodward now saying the “highly
questionable” dossier “needs to be investigated.” Did he not
wonder before?

The idea that the security sources and politicians would knowingly
push an evidence-free narrative was outlandish to consider, but so
was the idea that the FSB or Putin would involve backstabbing
blabbermouth Donald Trump in so elaborate a conspiracy. This is
why | worried this story was a minefield at the start.

We were being asked to accept a lot on faith, and if the Trump
conspiracy story wasn'’t true, there were few alternative
explanations that were not equally bizarre and unlikely. The only
safe thing to do was to proceed with extreme caution and
investigate both Trump and his accusers simultaneously, and that
didn’t happen.

This is why it’s so bizarre that press figures are now claiming the
Mueller report proves reporters got the story “mostly right”
because they correctly reported some factual things, like that
Trump did indeed ask Comey to end the investigation into Michael
Flynn.

Well, congratulations. Given that you missed the overarching fact
that there was no Trump—Russia conspiracy, not screwing up
lesser developments leaked directly to you, like the McGahn
business, is not exactly reassuring. It’s like painting a portrait and
bragging about getting a freckle right, when you forgot to paint the
giant tree growing out of the subject’s head.

Failure to investigate in two directions, to paint the whole picture,
led to the crazy, one-sided dot-connecting that dominated this
affair. It became genuine conspiracy theory.
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Cxoacteo mexay QAnon n Russiagate oueBngHo. KoHcepBaTtopbl
noaxeaTunuy 370 AaBHO; A He 3amMeTwn, Noka MHe He Januv
HanucaTb Q-4acTb Ans Rolling Stone.

QAnNoN, KOHEeYHO, ropasgo bonee Henenbl, 06bEANHSOLWMIA B
OCHOBHOM KaXabln 3aroBop Ha 3emrne, oT TaMnnMepoB A0
GnaropoacTBa YEPHOKOXUX, 4O KOHTPONS pa3yma, OCHOBaHHOMO
Ha TpaBmax, 4o youincrea [bxoHa KeHHegm Ha cataHnam u oT
«[NoBecTkn gHa Ha XXI Bek» 4o MNnkoBon HeTM N COTEH OpPYrnx
Bewen. Tem He MeHee, 06a KynbTa NoKa3biBalOT PENMIMO3HOE
MOKMNOHeHne BcesHatowwemy cnegosatento (Q B QAnon, Mionnep
B Russiagate ), koTopbin BTariHe ogepXxusaeTt nobdeay Hag
NOCTOSIHHO pPacTyLLUMM COCTaBOM 31104€€B.

O6e ncropum TaKke NokasbiBalOT HEBEPOATHO 3aMbICIiOBaTbIe,
CNOXHble rpadonkn. HMYTO HE MOXET cpaBHUTLCA C «[lMarpammon
oKoHYaTenbHoro 3arosopa QANnon» , HO « cyMacllefllee ogessno
Y3 HbIO-UOPKCKUX XYPHAIoOB », CONPOBOXAAMOLLEE NeYanbHO
n3BecTHyto obnoxky « PRUMP TUTIN» [>xoHa YenTa,
npubnumxkaetcs.

[axe A3bIK, KOTOPbIM NOMNBL3YKTCH rPYNMbl, MOXOX. OTO ObINO
nopasutenbHo cmoTpeTb Washington Post , Hanpumep, He
3aMEeTUTb , YTO OH NOCMESASICA B « HEHOPMAIbHbIX»
KOHCepBaTopaMu AN OXMAaaHus Ha «xnebHbiX Kpowek» oT Q ,
Aaxe Korga oHy onybnMkoBaHHbIMU HEBO3MYTMMbIM UCTOPUK Kak
PybuHa « Bonblue kpowek xneba ang Mueller , 4tobbl criegoBatb
DD

PenopTtep Axios MappeTT Npadhd Hanucan ctaTbio noa
Ha3BaHnem « XnebHble kpollkmu Mionnepa roBopdr, YTo Y Hero
€CTb TOBap », KoTopas fOblna LWMPOKO pacnpocTpaHeHa 1 Bbi3Bana
BonHy y 3putenen CNN. « Bbl Takke roBopute 0 noackaskax, 4to
Mtonnep Bbicbinan BCe 3TN XNeOHbIE KPOLLKN B CBOUX
npeabiayLmx cyaebHbix 3acegaHunsaxy, - cnpocun bpyk bongyvH.
«[Ja», cepbesHo ckasan ['padd, BCnoMnHas «Ty 3HaMEHUTYH0
XNebHyI0 KPOLLKY», rae:

Mocne Toro, kak JdoHanbg Tpamn cgenan ceoto «Poccuio, ecnu
Bbl CryLlaeTe KOMMEHTapuiny No xoay npeasblibOpHON KamnaHuu,
Ha caMOM Zene poCCUNCKME XaKepbl BOEHHOW pa3senku PY
BEPHYIMCb B CBOM 0GMC B TY HOYb, YTOObI BNiepBble HaLennTbes
Ha cepsep Xunnapu KnnHToH. ..
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The similarities between QAnon and Russiagate are obvious.
Conservatives picked up on it long ago; | didn’t notice until
assigned to write a Q piece for Rolling Stone.

QAnon, of course, is far more ridiculous, uniting basically every
conspiracy on earth, from the Knights Templar to Black Nobility to
Trauma Based Mind Control to the JFK Assassination to Satanism
and “Agenda 21” to Peak Oil and a hundred other things. Still,
both cults feature religious worship of an all-knowing investigator
(Q in QAnon, Mueller in Russiagate) who is triumphing in secret
over an ever-expanding cast of evildoers.

Both stories also feature incredibly zany, elaborate charts. Nothing
can beat “The QAnon Ultimate Conspiracy Chart,” but New York
’s “crazy quilt of connections” accompanying Jon Chait’s

magazine’s
infamous PRUMP TUTIN cover story comes close.

Even the language the groups use is similar. It was startling to
watch the Washington Post, for instance, fail to notice that it
laughed at “deranged” conservatives for waiting on “bread
crumbs” from Q even as they published deadpan stories like
Rubin’s “More bread crumbs for Mueller to follow.”

Axios reporter Garrett Graff wrote a piece called “Mueller’s
breadcrumbs suggest he has the goods” that was circulated
widely and stirred the pot for CNN viewers, t0o. “You also talk
about the clues, that Mueller sprinkled all these bread crumbs in
his previous court filings,” asked Brooke Baldwin. “Yes,” said Graff
gravely, recalling “that famous bread crumb” where:

After Donald trump made his ‘Russia, if you’re listening comment’
on the campaign trail, that actually the Russian GRU military
intelligence hackers returned to their office that night to target
Hillary Clinton’s server for the first time...
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«51 n MHOrMe gpyrue 6biNn NPUBNEYEHbI K 3STOMY KOMMEHTapWuIo, -
NPOOOMKNN OH, - AyMad, 4To Mionnep 4To-To BpoAe noackasku
Oyayuiero. M, onaTb e, Mbl Kak Obl OCTaeMcsl C 3TON BUCSAYEN
HUTBIO, HE MOHMMaS, KaKoBO 3Ha4eHume Toro, nodemy o6 Monnep
nonbiTancs 3To Bbicka3aTb... »

OkasbiBaeTcs, He ObIfIo HUKakoro 3aHaveHus. dnusopn «Poceus,
€CNnu Bbl cnyLluaeTe» ynoMmHaeTtcs B ot4yeTe Mionnepa, HoO Kpome
Toro, uto Mionnep cnpocun o6 atom, 1 Tpamn OTBETUI, YTO OH
caenan 3ToT KOMMEHTapUn «B LUYTKY U C CapKa3MOM, Kak 3To
Oblfo o4YeBMAHO ANA NOoro oObEKTUBHOIO HabaaTeENa.
34€ecb NycTo.

HekoTopble gymanu, 4To pBoTa crioBa Tpamna «Tbl CriylLaeLlb»
OyaeT cumTaTbCa NPeCTynineHnem , NOMNbITKON HE3aKOHHO
BbIMA@HUTb «4TO-NNBO LLEHHOEY» Y MHOCTPAHHOIO rpaXkgaHuHa BO
BpeMsi BbiIbopoB. bonee ogHoro akcnepta UCKpeHHe nonaranm,
4yTto Mionnep curHanuanpoBsas 0 CBOEM HaMEPEHUUN NPeAbABUTb
3TO 0GBUHEHME, KOrAa yNoMsiHyn o6 3TOM B CBOEM
006BMHUTENBHOM 3akntodeHun MPY. Ho Mionnep B cBoeM oT4yeTe
Takke bpocun (paseanui) aTu paHTasuu.

9710 BCe, 4TO Koraa-nmbo 6bin B Poccun, no kparHen mepe, Ha
CTOpPOHe croBopa: XypHanuct QAnon, penurnosHas aHTasus, B
KOTOpPOM BCe OLINMOKM MUpa - 0COBEHHO OLLINBOYHbIE BbIOOPLI
HENErMTMMHOIO Npe3naeHTa - TalHo ucnpaensnmcb borowm 3a
Kynucamu. odeHb COBCTBEHHbIN NPOKYpPOP.

MocnegHee 3ameyvaHve No Bonpocy 06 ob6CcTpykunn. YunteiBas To,
YTO Mbl 3HAeM cenyvac, Ha caMoM fene 3TO yAMBUTENbHO, YTO
Tpamn He Habpocurics (HaHecTn OTBETHLIV yaap) bonbLue.
Tpamny, BEpOsITHO, cnegoBaso Obl YBONUTL BCEX YETBEPDLIX U3
Komu, BpeHHaHa, Knannepa u rmassl AHB Maiika Pogxepca B TOT
MOMEHT, KOr4a OHW NOTSHYNN 3Ty AELUEBYIO MOLLHYIO UMPY,
nepegasas nogaenbHbin ot4yeT CTuna n obewasn gepxartb ero «B
TarHe». Jaxe Komn npusHancs, 4to 6bin 06ecnokoeH TeM, YTO
3TO BLIMMSAEN0 Kak «nomnbiTka BblTawmnTb [x. 3arapa ['yBepa
(nevyanbHO nssecTtHoro pykosoantens PP 1938-72) » Ha
Tpamna, BEpOSATHO NOTOMY, YTO 3TO ObINO MMEHHO Tak. bonee
ONbITHLIN NOANTKK MOT Bbl NPOCNEeAUTb CKBO3b 3Ty Kanepcy u
CckasaTb UM BCeM, YTOObl OHM OYNCTUM CBOU CTOSbI (BbInn
YBOJIEHBI) .
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“Myself and many others were drawn to that comment,” he went
on, “thinking that Mueller was sort of casting some sort of future
clue there. And, again, we’re sort of left with this dangling thread,
not really understanding what the significance was of why Bob
Mueller bothered to call this out...”

It turns out there was no significance. The “Russia, if you're
listening” episode is mentioned in the Mueller report, but apart
from noting Mueller asked about it, and Trump answered he made
that comment “in jest and sarcastically, as was apparent to any
objective observer,” there’s nothing there.

Some thought Trump’s “are you listening” word-vomiting would be
charged as a crime, an attempt to illegally solicit “anything of
value” from a foreign national during an election. More than one
pundit sincerely believed Mueller was signaling his intent to file
that charge when he mentioned it in his GRU indictment. But
Mueller, in his report, dumped on (blew apart) those fantasies, too.

This is all Russiagate ever was, at least on the collusion side:
Journalist QAnon, a religious fantasy in which all the wrongs of the
world — especially the mistaken election of an illegitimate

president — were secretly being put right, behind the scenes, by
God'’s very own prosecutor.

One last note on the obstruction question. Given what we know
now, it's actually a surprise Trump didn’t lash out (strike back)
more. Trump probably should have have fired all four of Comey,
Brennan, Clapper, and NSA chief Mike Rogers the moment they
pulled that cheap power play of handing over the bogus Steele
report and promising to keep it “close-held.” Even Comey admitted
he was concerned this looked like “an effort to pull a J. Edgar
Hoover (notorious FBI chief 1938-72)” on Trump, probably
because it was just that. A more experienced politician might have
seen through this caper and told them all to clear out their desks
(be fired).
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Comey 0coBeHHO BbIXOAUT U3 9TOro OTYETa, BbIMMSASLLEro Nioxo.
B neuyanbHo n3BecTHOM obeae , B KOTOPOM Trump roBopuT emy :
«# HyXHa BepHOCTb,» Comey Bnaro4ecTnBo oTBevaeT: «Bbl
Bcerga bygere nony4yaTtb YECTHOCTb (OTKPOBEHHOCTE) OT MEHSL.»
Tem He MeHee B TOM e efe, korga Trump crnpocun Comey
MOXET N OH paccnenosBaTth yTBepxaeHus Ctunm «gokasaTb OHU
ObInn NoXHbIMK,» Comey OTBeYaeT , YTO OH He xoudeT (kak Mueller
Bblpaswusics) «co3gaTtb pacckas o ToM , yto PBP paccnegyet ero
NMYHO (B OTNMYKME OT NPOCTO cBsiden ¢ Poccueit) , 4To 6bino
HenpaBuneHO ». U Bce xe ®BP yxe paccneposano geno Tpamna
nnm, No KpanHem mepe, ero KamnaHmo, o 4yem Komm ACHO 3aaBun
B NYONNYHbIX NOKa3aHMsIX BCEro HECKOMbKO MECSILIEB CMYCTS.
Becb aTOT GU3HEC HEBEPOATHO NPOTUBHbIN, U BNOSIHE YMECTHO
NPOBECTU paccnegoBaHue Toro, YTo 34eCb MPOM3OLLITO, TOYHO TakK
Xe, Kak gaxke Te U3 Hac, KTO CKENTUYECKN OTHOCUNCS K PPOHTY
CroBopa, No-npexHemy NpusbiBanu K paccnegoBaHuio B Havane
3TOro ckangana.

Oasuna KopH n3 Mother Jones npegnoxun npegnonoXntb, 4TO
€CTb NPOCTON cnocob BbIACHUTL, 4ENCTBYET NN KpUTUK Russiagate
«HegobpocoBeCcTHOY. Bece, UTO Bam HY)XHO coenaTtb, FOBOPUT OH,
3TO CNPOCUTb, MPU3HAET N KPUTKK, 4YTO a) Poccusa BMeLwwanacs B
Bbl6opbl, 1 6) kamnaHusa Tpamna «nobexxana BMeLlaTenbCTBO»
ans Poccum nocne Toro, kak ee NponHgpopmuposanu o ee
BMHOBHOCTMW.

NTak, Mo TecT Ha JOOPOCOBECTHOCTL AKOObI TAKOB:
«[pyHMMaeTe N Bbl 3TN OCHOBHbIE (haKTbl 1 NPU3HaEeTe
rnyboKyt0 CEpbe3HOCTb KaXXA0ro U3 HUX?»

A gymato, 4To npoBanun 3ToT TecT. MeHss He ocobo BOMNHyeT
NCTOPUS POCCUNCKOro BMeLLIATENbCTBA, N0 KpanHen mepe, He
Gonee, yem nobas gpyras npobnema HauMOHaNbHOM
B6esonacHocTh. A Takke He Npockinarch, 6ecrnokosicb 0
CYAOXOAHbIX MYTSX UMK TeppopucTax. Y MeHsi Takke MOXeT ObiTb
BbICOKWI NOPOT 4S5 MOHUMaHUSA «MHOCTPaHHOro
BMeLlaTenbCcTBay, NOCKoNbKy 51 xunn B Mockse B 1996 rogy, korga
amMepuKaHckme coBeTHUKN BykBarnbHO nmenn ocuc B Kpemre v
XBacTanucb TeM, 4YTO nomoratoT EnbumHy nobeantb Ha 06rnoxke «
BpemeHu nocne BbIGopoB» (« AHKM (amepukaHLby). ) Ha NOMOLLb
I'y, nonb 1996 r.) OTOT ONbIT TaKke MOXET 3aTpyaHUTb MHE
cepbe3Hoe OTHoLleHMe K Poccum Kak K reononimTu4eckomy
NPOTUBHUKY.
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Comey especially comes out of this report looking bad. At the
infamous dinner in which Trump tells him “I need loyalty,” Comey
piously replies, “You will always get honesty (candor) from me.”
Yet in that same meal, when Trump asked Comey if he could
investigate the Steele allegations to “prove they were false,”
Comey answers that he doesn’t want to (as Mueller put it) “create
a narrative that the FBI was investigating him personally (as
opposed to simply connections to Russia), which was incorrect.”
Yet the FBI had been investigating Trump already, or at least his
campaign, as Comey would make clear in public testimony just a
few months later. The whole business is incredibly sordid, and it's
appropriate that there should be an investigation into what
happened here, just as even those of us who were skeptical on
the collusion front still called for an investigation at the outset of
that scandal.

It's been suggested, by David Corn at Mother Jones, that there’s
an easy way to smoke out whether a critic of Russiagate is acting
in “bad faith.” All you have to do, he says, is ask if the critic
acknowledges that a) Russia interfered in the election, and b) the
Trump campaign “ran interference” for Russia after being briefed
about its culpability.

So my good-faith test supposedly is, “Do you accept these basic
facts, and acknowledge the profound seriousness of each one?”

I guess | flunk this test. | don’t particularly care about the Russian
interference story, at least not more than any other national
security issue. | don’t wake up worrying about shipping lanes or
terrorists, either. | may also have a high threshold for
understanding “foreign interference,” having lived in Moscow in
1996 when American advisors literally had an office in the Kremlin
and bragged about helping Yeltsin to victory on the cover

of Time after the election (“Yanks (Americans) to the Rescue!”
July, 1996). That experience might also make it harder for me to
take Russia seriously as a geopolitical adversary.
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Uto kacaeTca «berywero BmelwwaTtenscrea» Tpamna B Poccuto, TO
npeAacTaBnsieTcs COMHUTENbHbLIM 3aABUTb, YTO abCOMTHO,
YyYnTbIBasA ANIMHHBIA CMMCOK NONUTUK Tpamna, BpaxaebHbIX
POCCUNCKUM MHTEpECcaMm, OT AaBrneHust Ha EBpony, 4Tobbl
NpeKkpaTUTb NOKynaTb POCCUNCKMI HaLUMOHaMbHbIN ras (Bonpoc,
Aaxe 6onee BaxHbIM ons Poccun, yem caHkumm MarHuTckoro) B
NnoroHe 3a CMeHoW pexxuma NpoTuB cot3Huka [NyTnHa Hukonas
Magypo . YTo6bl MONMHOCTBLIO NOHATL 3TY UCTOPUIO, HAM TaKKe
HY>XHO 3aaTb MHOro Apyrux Bonpocos. Kakue apyrne popmbl
WHOCTpPaHHOro BNMaHUA npogospkattca? Nomumo Poceuun, Takme
cTpaHbl, kak CaygoBckas Apasus, M3pannb, OAD n Kutan, Takke
BMELLMBAOTCH B BbIOOPbI AeHbramun n nobbmuposaHnem, a Takke
nocpeacTBOM NOMUTMYECKON peknambl 1 Knbep-
BMellaTenbcTea?

Kpome Toro, ckonbko BMellaTenbcTBa Mbl Aenaem camn? U3
pa3roBOpoB C TakMMu noabMu, kak Anekc N'mbHn, cosnatenb
BblOatoLLEerocst AoOKyMeHTaneHoro punbma « Honb gHen» o
Bupyce StuxNet, BbISICHSIETCS, YTO KPYNHENLWmne NpOMbILLFIEHHO
pa3BuUTble CTPaHbl MUPa HAXOASATCHA B COCTOSIHUN NOCTOSIHHOWM
HeOOBbABNEHHOW BOVHbI, KOrda Xakepbl MOCTOSHHO HapyLLatT
NHpacTpyKTypy Apyr Apyra. A, 6e3ycnoBHO, 06eCnOKOEH 3TUM U
cornaceH Co MHOMMMM MOAbMU, KOTOPbIE CYUTAIOT, YTO HAM
HeoOXxoaMMO co3aaTh YETKME NpaBuia B3aMMOAENCTBUS Ha 3TOM
PpOHTE, NO3ITOMY HaM He HYXXHO nonaraTbcd Ha Tomaca
®dpuamaHa, KOTOPbIA pacCKaXKeT HaM, YTO SABNSETCS U He
ABNSAETCS akTOM BOWMHA uUnn «maclutabHoe cobbitne 11
ceHTs0psi». B kOHTEKCTe Bcero aToro, 6bino nv noBegeHne
Poccuun B 2016 rogy Heobbl4HBIM MO CPABHEHMIO C APYrMMU
rogamu, opyrumum ctpaHamm, Hamn?

[axe ecnu Bbl yKaxeTe, 4TO OTBET Ha 3TOT BOMPOC - A4a, U B OTBET
HEeo6X0ANMO NPUHATL CEPbE3HLIE MEPLI, 3TO HE 3HAYUT, YTO
koraa-nubo 6bIno npaBunbHO BUAETL 3aroBop Tpamna n Poccun,
KOTOpOro Tam He 6bino. Jltoan HageroTes, 4TO Mbl Byaem
OTKPOBEHHbI C HUMU 00 3TUX BeLlax, TOYHO CKaKeM UM, YTO
NPOM30LLSIO M YTO HE NPOM3OLLIIO, a Mbl 3TOr0 He caenanw.
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As for Trump “running interference” for Russia, it seems a dubious
proposition to declare that absolutely given the long list of Trump
policies hostile to Russian interests, from pressure on Europe

to stop buying Russian national gas (an issue even more
important to Russia than the Magnitsky sanctions) to the pursuit of
regime change against Putin ally Nicholas Maduro. To fully
understand this story we’d also need to ask a lot of other
guestions. What other forms of foreign influence go on? Apart
from Russia, do countries like Saudi Arabia, Israel, the U.A.E. and
China also interfere in elections, with money and lobbying as well
as through political ads and cyber interference?

Also, how much meddling do we do ourselves? From talking to
people like Alex Gibney, maker of the outstanding Zero Days
documentary about the StuxNet virus, it appears the major
industrialized countries of the world are in a constant state of
undeclared war, with hackers routinely violating each others’
infrastructure. I'm certainly concerned about this and agree with
the many people who think we need to create clear rules of
engagement on this front, so we don’t have to rely on Thomas
Friedman to tell us what is and isn’t an act of war, or a “9/11-scale
event.” In the context of all of this, was Russian behavior in 2016
unusual compared to other years, other countries, us?

Even if you stipulate the answer to that question is yes, and
serious measures need to be taken in response, it doesn’'t mean it
was ever right to see a Trump-Russia conspiracy that wasn’t
there. People rely on us to be straight with them about these
things, to tell them exactly what did and didn’t happen, and we
didn’t do this.
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MepBoe, 4TO 4 Koraa-nnbo rosopun o Russiagate, 6u1n0 TO, YTO
HaM Hy>XHO BbIno pasobpaTbes, ecrnv Mbl UMEEM AEen0 TOMbKO C
nNpo6rIeMOR POCCUNCKOro BMeLLIaTeNbCTBa Unn npobnemon
BMeLlaTeNbCTBA, KOTOpasi CBsI3aHa C aKTUBHbIM COTPYAHNYECTBOM
KamnaHuu Tpamna, NOTOMY 4TO BTOpas nctopus boina Ha
nopsiaoK cepbe3Hee, YeM NnepBbIi. bornbluas YacTb NPecchl,
Kasanochb, He Gbinia 3aMHTepecoBaHa B pa3paboTke 3Toro, u
rogamm cBoboaHo oobeanHsaa NoBecTBOBaHMUSA, YTO ObINO
3aragoyHbIM, 6€30TBETCTBEHHbLIM U (OKa3biBAETCs1) OFPOMHOM
oLIMOKon. 3agada COCTOUT B TOM, YTOObI BbISICHUTb, YTO
NPOW30LLSIO0, a HE ONpeaenuTb OTHOCUTESNbHYIO 3rT0OHOCTL (3510)
HoHanbaa Tpamna. «3T0 AeNCTBUTENbLHO NNOXO OTpaXaeTcs Ha
Tpamne B nito6om cryvae (B 06oux HarnpaerieHusx) », - TakoB
B3rNsg NonuTuka, a He OTBET, KOTOPbLIN JOIMKEH YOOBNETBOPUTD
ndonbITCTBO NOOOro XxypHanucta. JTiogsam He HYXHb
penopTepsbl, YTOObI ObITb XOPOLLMMW KOMaHAHLIMK UrpokaMmu. m
HY>KHO, YTOObI Mbl ObIfiM NpaBbl, @ Mbl HE NPaBbl B 3TOM.

H300paxkenne yepe3 Yapubia Jasapaa Mujuiepa .
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The first thing | ever said about Russiagate was we needed to sort
out if we were dealing with just a Russian interference issue, or an
interference issue that involved the Trump campaign’s active
cooperation, because the second story was an order of magnitude
more serious than the first. Most of the press seemed uninterested
in working that out, and freely conflated the narratives for years,
which was mystifying, irresponsible, and (it turns out) a huge
mistake. The job is to figure out what happened, not determine the
relative badness (evil) of Donald Trump. “It reflects really badly on
Trump either way (both ways),” is a politician’s take, not an
answer that should satisfy the curiosity of any journalist. People
don’t need reporters to be good team players. They need us to be
right, and we weren'’t right about this.

Image via Charles Edward Miller.
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4. KopHM «nacCcuUBHOro crogopa»

Russiagate myTemiecTByeT mo Kpyry

MatT Tanoou15 maa 2019 r.

«PaHee ®BP Hauyano paccrnegosaHne OnnHHa Ha OCHOBE ero
OTHOLLEHUN C POCCUNCKNM MPaBUTENBCTBOMY.

- Omyem Mrwnnepa

Mpexae Bcero, s Xo4y U3BMHUTBLCA 3a TO, YTO TaK 4OSTO
onybnukoBan ato. A He cobupatocb NraTb: 3TOT MaTepuan -
Kowmap. A aepxxancs no npuynHam, KOTopble, 1 HaaekCb, CKOPO
NPOSICHATCS.
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4. The roots of "Passive Collusion’

Russiagate travels in a circle

Matt TaibbiMay 15, 2019

“Previously, the FBI had opened an investigation of Flynn based
on his relationship with the Russian government.”

— The Mueller Report

First of all, | want to apologize for taking so long to publish this. I'm
not going to lie: this material is a nightmare. I've been holding out
for reasons | hope will become clear soon.

A few notes about how Russiagate has evolved as a news story in
the last weeks:
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Heckonbko 3ameTok 0 TOM, kak Russiagate npespaTtunacs B
HOBOCTHOW MaTtepuan 3a nocrnegHve Hegenu:

C romopom (3abasHo) , penopTep rasetbl Washington Post 3puk
Yamnn nybnukyeT cepuo n3 gByx Yactern 0 TOM, Kak npecca
ocBellana cobbiTva B Russiagate . B Wwiokepe oH He HaxoauT
npobnem c oceelLeHneM (pernopTax) .

«OrnsgbiBasick Ha3az, MOXHO F1erko NPeBPaTUTb XKypHaNMCTcKoe
Ge3ymue B croBop», - roBoput oH. OTMeYast, YTo crnegoBaTeny He
HalLnM JokasaTenbCTB 3aroBopa, 400aBnsieT OH, «KOHEYHbIV
pe3ynbTaT, O4HaKo, He ocBoboXaaeT OT NpaBeaHOCTU KBECTay.

Bbln MHOrO «AbIMa B CroBope ( CEKPETHLIN COH3 ) KOMHATbI,»
roOBOPUT OH, Npogorkas unutupoatb Hero - Mopk Tatime
penoptep Mankn Wmuar:

«Maro Toro, 4YTto ObINTIO MHOrO NOOMNBLITHOrO NOBEAEHUS, HO
BOOOABOK KO BCEMY, OHM nranun o6 3TOM CHOBa U CHoBa. , , , Mbl
HWKaK He MOIMN OTKMHYTLCSI HA CMIMHKY KPecra u He NpoaosikaTb
3Ty UCTOPUIO TaK yCcepaHo, Kak MOrN ».

EcTb MHOro BeLen, KoTopble NPUBOAST B 6ELLEHCTBO NO 3TOMY
nosoAdy, HO bonbLlas N3 HUX 3aKNK4YaeTcs B TOM, YTO Aaxe
3agH1M Yncrom BoobLue He ocnabunm 6esymme - BO BCAKOM
cny4yae, oHo 6bINo yaABOEHO (yCuneHo) .

CkopocTb , ¢ kKoTopon Russiagate peknambl (MpeyBennyeHus)
Mopdbl (MeTamopdo3a) ecTb U Bbifia rofIOBOKPYKUTENbHAS.
YUepes aBa mecsua nocne T1oro, kak CneuunanbHbli COBETHUK
Pobept Mionnep 3akoHumn cBoto paboTy, 06LWeCTBEHHOCTb
NpMMeEpPHO BepHynach Tyaa, rae oHa bbina B TeveHue 6onbLuen
YyacTu nNpeablayLmnx AByX NeT: yoexxaeHa B 3aroBope, KOTopbIi, No
NX MHEHWI0, CYLLEeCTBYET, HO NPOCTO He AoKa3aH (MnNn He AoKa3aH,
HO He [0 YPOBHS LOCTATOYHO ANnd cyaebHoro npecrneaoBaHms).
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Humorously (Amusingly), Washington Post media reporter Erik
Wemple is publishing a two-part series about the performance of
the press in covering Russiagate. In a shocker, he’s not finding
problems with the coverage (reportage).

“Hindsight makes it easy to trash the journalistic frenzy to plumb
collusion,” he says. Noting that investigators didn’t find evidence
of a plot, he adds, “the end result, however, doesn’t vacate the
righteousness of the quest.”

There was a lot of “smoke in the collusion (secret alliance) room,”
he says, going on to quote New York Times reporter Michael
Schmidt:

“Not only was there a lot of curious behavior, but on top of that,
they lied about it over and over and over again. . . . There was no
way we were going to sit back and not go after that story as hard
as we could.”

There are a lot of things that are infuriating about this, but a big
one is that even hindsight hasn’t slackened the frenzy at all — if
anything, it's been redoubled (strengthened).

The speed with which Russiagate hype (exaggeration) morphs
(metamorphosis) is and has been dizzying. Two months after
Special Counsel Robert Mueller finished his work, the public is
roughly back to where it was for most of the prior two years:
convinced of a conspiracy they believe exists, but is merely not
proven (or proven, but not to a level sufficient for prosecution).
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[axe cpasy nocne Bbinycka otyeTta Mionnepa ¢ nogpo6HbIm
aHanmM3oMm OT CTaHLUUM K CTaHLMN KaXXaoro U3 noTeHumnanbHbIX
«CBS13€M POCCUIACKOro npaBuTenbCTBa C kamnaHmen Tpamna un nx
CBSI3M» - HN OOWH U3 HUX HE Obln CBA3aH C KaXdblM U3 HUX. APYron
WIN PYCCKUI CIOXXET O BMELLATENbCTBE B BbIOOPLI - raseTbl
BEPHYNUCb K Ny6nukaumm gunarpaMmmMm «COeAMHUTD TOUKMY,
npusbiBas Nyonuky Ymtatbe Mexgy cTpok Mionnepa.

The New York Times BnepBble onybsiMkoBana CBOK rpaHANO3HYH
rpadpuky «coeanHnUTb TodKn» B sHBape 2019 roaa . Mocne Toro,
kak otyeT Mionnepa 6bin ony6nnkoBaH, SKobbl B30pBaB 3aroBop,
raseTa He npekpartuna npoekT. BMecTo aToro, oH pacumpwn u
0OHOBUI CBOWN MaHbYXypCcKUU KaHOudam - CTUIb 6e300XKHUK
noAacyeT ynpaxHeHus1, No4 HOBbIM 3arofioBkoMm: « Mueller otyet
oTobpaXkaeT rnyounHy ceasen mexay Trump KaMmnaHuemn u

PYCCKUMMU .»

O6HoBnNeHHast Bepcust HacuuTeiBana 18 Hocutenen kapt Tpamna
(n3HavanbHO ux 6bino 17), kKoTopble BMecTe ¢ TpaMnomMm nmenu rno
KpanHen mepe «140 KOHTAKTOB C PYCCKMMMW rpaxkgaHamm u
Wikileaks nnn nx nocpegHukammy».

MHorune pyHKUMKM, NogoOHLIE 3TOW, MOCTENEHHO OOHOBNSANNCD,
4YTOOblI COOTBETCTBOBATb HOBbIM pa3paboTkam, YTo NpeacTaBnseT
cobomr MHTEPECHYI0 N MHHOBALMOHHYIO (Ha30BEM 3TO TakK) HOBYHO
dopmy dhakTrndeckm rmbkon nyénvkaunmn. OpurnHanbHbIA rpacumk
Times cogepxan cTpodky o Mawnkne KoaHe: «Ero naptHepom B
aTon pabote 6bin Penukc Cartep, Aenoson naptHep Tpamna ¢
rnyboknmmn KoHTakTamm B Poccumy.

OTa CTpoka B3sTa U3 TeKyLlen Bepcun, NpeanonoXnTensHO
notomy, 4to CaTep - KOTOpbLIV onucaH B oT4eTe Mionnepa,
obeLLaroLLero BO3MOXHOCTb Ha3HavyaTb BCTpeYr ¢ NoAoBbHbIMU
MyTuHy - HUKOrA4a He JoKa3biBar, YTO Ha CaMOM Aerne umeet
«rnybokne KoHTaKTbl» B Poccuu.
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Even immediately after the release of the Mueller report, with its
detailed, station-to-station review of each of the potential “Russian
government links to and contact with the Trump campaign” — none
of which were found to have been related either to each other or
to a Russian election interference plot — the papers were back to
publishing “connect the dots” charts, urging the public to read
between Mueller’s lines.

The New York Times first published its grand “connect the dots”
graphic in January, 2019. After the Mueller report was published,
ostensibly blowing up the conspiracy angle, the paper didn’t
terminate the project. Instead, it expanded and updated

its Manchurian Candidate-style infidel-counting exercise, under a
new headline: “Mueller Report Shows Depth of Connections
Between Trump Campaign and Russians.”

The updated version counted 18 card-carrying Trump associates
(it was 17 originally) who along with Trump had at least “140
contacts with Russian nationals and Wikileaks, or their
intermediaries.”

Many features like this have been quietly updated over time to fit
new developments, in what is an interesting and innovative (let’s
call it that) new form of factually-agile publishing. The original
Times chart contained a line about Michael Cohen: “His partner in
the effort was Felix Sater, a Trump business associate with deep
contacts in Russia.”

That line is yanked from the current version, presumably because
Sater — who is described throughout the Mueller report promising
an ability to set up meetings with the likes of Putin — has never
been shown to actually have “deep contacts” in Russia.
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Ha camom pgene, no cnosam Mionnepa, KoaH B KOHEYHOM uTOre
oTKasancs ot npoekTa «bawHsg Tpamna» UMEHHO MOTOMY, YTO OH
Ha4an NnoHnmaTb, YTo CaTep ObIN NoroH ero U ctan «0becnokoeH
TEM, YTO POCCUMINCKME YNHOBHMKM HA cCamMoM Aene He Gbinu
BOBJI€YEHbI» HM B OQHO U3 OOCYXAEHWIA, KOTOPLIE, MO €ro
MHEHWIO, OH NPUHUMAN. UMETb.

B oTcyTcTBME KakuMx-nNnbo ykasaHui Ha TO, YTO Koraa-To Obino
AOKa3aHo, YTO ero Kyya Tovek koraa-nnbo 4To-To 3Hauuno,
6€eCCMbICNEHHOCTb 3TOrO XXYPHANIMCTCKOrO YNpaXKHEHNS!
owernomnseT. BoT HekoTopble Belwm, KoTopble Times sce ewe
cuntaet «rnybmnHomny» ceasen ¢ Poccuein:

- Xoyn XuKc, ObIBLUMIA HaYanbHWK OTAena KoMMyHukauuin Tpamna,
«MNOJTy4Ymnna arekTPOHHOE NMMCbLMO OT MMEHW FMIaBHOrO pegakTopa
POCCUNCKON MHTEPHET-ra3eThbl C NPOCcbOOM AaTb MHTEPBbLIO
HoHanegy Tpamny».

- XMKC TakkKe «Nony4ms arekTpoHHOe NMCbMO OT YMHOBHUKA
POCCUIACKOrO NOCOSbCTBa», B KOTOPOM COAEPKATCS
odmumansHble no3apaeneHus lNyTnHa nocne BoiGopos.. Ma3eTa
yAoCTOBEpUnach, YTo B COOBLLEHUN INEKTPOHHOW NOYTLI Bbina
Tema «[llocnaHue MNyTuHar.

- bbiBLUIMIM nomowHKK Tpamna Mawkn Kanyto «cBasanca ¢
POCCUNCKMUM AENOBLIM NApTHEPOM». OTO cchifka Ha Cepres
MeTpywwrHa, npoatocepa pok-my3blki U Bnagenbua knyba,
KoTopblr 6bin gaBHUM napTHepom Caputo B PR-cupme Zeppelin
Communications ; oHV 3Hanu apyr apyra ecAaturneTusMmun.

- B Ton xe Touke « Talmc» npogormkuna, oTMETUB, YTO
MeTpyLlwurH «cKasany, YTO XO4ET CBA3aTb KaMMNaHWo C « PYCCKUM, Y
KOTOPOro rpsdb Ha Xunnapu KrnvHToH». 3TO 3BYYUT Kak NOAMbIN
poccuincko-pycckui nogxon Kanyto. Ha camom gene, BTopon
«pycckuny, NeHpu MpuHbepr, asngeTca 17-netHum (Ha 17 ner)
nHdopmatopom OBP, koTopbI 3amyTu (arpeccnuBHO cBA3ancs)
MeTpywmrHa Ha OTKpbITUM cTYyAUM B Maamm ¢ dhanbLimnBbiM
npeanoXxeHvem nuap-paboTbl, @ 3amem Nonpocun CBA3aTbCs C
HUM. C KanyTo. 3Ta UCTOpWUS, B HaCTHOCTU, BOHSIET B ag (ropasgo
6onbLie 06 3TOM No3xe).
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In fact, according to Mueller, Cohen ultimately bailed on the
Trump Tower project precisely because he started to realize Sater
was full of it and and became “concerned that Russian officials
were not actually involved” in any of the discussions he thought
he’d been having.

Absent some indication that its pile of dots has ever been proven
to mean anything, the inanity of this as a journalistic exercise is
mind-boggling. Here are some of the things the Times still counts
as showing a “depth” of connections with Russia:

— Hope Hicks, Trump’s former communications chief, “received
an email on behalf of the editor-in-chief of a Russian internet
newspaper asking for an interview with Donald Trump.”

— Hicks also “received an email from an official at the Russian
embassy” containing Putin’s formal congratulations after the
election. The paper made sure to note the email was subject-
lined, “Message from Putin.”

— Former Trump aide Michael Caputo was “contacted by a
Russian business associate.” This is a reference to Sergei
Petrushin, a rock music producer and club owner who's been
Caputo’s longtime partner in a PR firm, Zeppelin Communications;
the two have known each other for decades.

— In the same dot, the Times went on to note Petrushin “said” he
wanted to put the campaign in touch with “a Russian who had dirt
on Hillary Clinton.” This makes it sound like a sneaky Russian-to-
Russian approach of Caputo. Actually, the second “Russian,”
Henry Greenberg, is a 17-year (for 17 years) FBI informant who
bumrushed (aggressively contacted) Petrushin at a Miami studio
opening with a phony offer of PR work, then asked to be put in
touch with Caputo. This story in particular stinks to hell (much
more on it later).
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- Tpamna «npurrnacun pocCUNCKUN BULe-nNpeMbep Ha hopym B
CankTt-lNeTepbypre».

- OTgenbHoM Toukon: « Tpamn Obin« yaoCTOEH YecTh ObiTb
npurnaweHHbIM »4ns ydacTusa B hopyme, Ho orbkeH Obin Obl
oTKasaTbCA (A0MMKEeH 0TKasaThCsl)» , - FOBOPUTCS B SNEKTPOHHOM
nMcbMe NMYHOro NoMoLHMKka Tpamna ». (Takmum obpasom,
npobriema 3gecb B TOM, YTO - «ObITb Y4OCTOEHHbLIM»
npurnaweHuna?).

- Kopu JleBaHOOBCKM ObINO «OTNPAaBNEHO 3f1EKTPOHHOE NMUCBMO C
npurnaweHnem Tpamna nocetuTb popym B CaHkT-NeTepbypre».

YanBuTenbHO, Kak BbICTPO Lienoyvka nucem 06 ogHON BELLIN MOXET
NPeBPaTUTLCS B HECKOJTbKO «TOYEK». DTO NPOA0IPKAETCA BO
BceM. [Noaxoa nomowiHmka Tpamna [kopaxka NManagonynoca K
ManbTUIACKOMY nNpodieccopy, yTBepxaatoLemy (HO HUKoraa He
JoKasaBLleMy) O HanmumMm pOCCUNCKUX CBA3EN, AaeT eLle WecCTb
UIN CEMb TOYEK Ha gmarpaMmme. OTO OPEXM.

KoHuenTyanebHO nctopus Poccum, KOHEYHO, cendac, Nno KpamHemn
Mepe, Heckonbko MHas. Cpasy nocne Beixoda otyeTta Miwonnepa
easzema « Talimc» BbIMyCTUNA CTaTbio Nog Ha3BaHnem «[lo
coBerty [yTnHa, pycckme nckanu obpartHble kaHasbl
(HedbopmarbHble cBA3n) gnsa Tpamna Yepes AenoBON MUP ». JTa
cTaTbd NpuBena K cueHe, B kotopon Knpunn Omutpues, rnasa
Poccuinckoro choHaa HaumMoHanbHOro 6:1arococTosiHUS, OTNpaBus
TEKCT «NIMBAHCKO-aMepPUKaHCKOMY ApYry, CBA3aHHOMY C
KamnaHuen Tpamnay. Noxoxe, 4To OMUTPUEB Nonyyun ykasaHue
oT lNMyTuHa «paspaboTatb NnaH« npummpenns »mexay CLUA un
Poccueny.

YacTb npopgomkanacs ( BblaerneHne moe (s caenan crnosa
TEMHbIMU ) ):
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— Trump was “invited by a Russian deputy Prime Minister to
attend a forum in St. Petersburg.”

— In a separate dot: “Trump was ‘honored to be asked’ to
participate in the forum, but would ‘have to decline (must refuse),’
according to an email from [Trump’s] personal assistant.” (So the
issue here is, what — being “honored” by the invite?).

— Corey Lewandowski was “forwarded an email inviting Trump to
attend a forum in St. Petersburg.”

Amazing how fast an email chain about one thing can turn into
multiple “dots.” This goes on throughout. The approach of Trump
aide George Papadopoulos by a Maltese professor claiming (but
never proven) to have Russian ties produces another six or seven
dots on the chart. It's nuts.

Conceptually, the Russia story of course is at least somewhat
different now. Just after the release of the Mueller report,

the Times ran a piece called “Prodded by Putin, Russians Sought
Back Channels (informal connections) to Trump Through the
Business World.” This article led with a scene involving Kirill
Dmitriev, head of Russia’s sovereign wealth fund, sending a text
to a “Lebanese-American friend with ties to the Trump campaign.”
Dmitriev, it seems, was instructed by Putin to “come up with a plan
for ‘reconciliation’ between the United States and Russia.”

The piece went on (emphasis mine (I made words dark)):
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CornacHo goknagy cneuvansHOro agsokata, r-H Mmutpues Obin
4YacTblo LWWMpOKOMacLTabHbIX, BpEMEHHbIX yeunun Kpemnsa no
HanaXxnBaHWIO CBA3€EN C r-HoM Tpamnom, KOTopble Hayanuco B
Hayane KamnaHv1 1 NepeLusiv B caMblli pasrap nocne noeabl
r-Ha Tpamna ... Ocob6eHHO nocne BbIGOPOB OHM NPUBENM K
CMUSIHUIO UNNOMATUYECKNX U (PMHAHCOBbBIX MHTEPECOB, YTO
pe3Ko OTNNYANoOCh OT TWATENbHO BbIBEPEHHbIX KOHTAKTOB,
KOTOpPbIMU OObIYHO PYKOBOAMT HOBast aQMUHUCTPALUSI. ..

"aseTa morna 6bl pacckasaTtb 3Ty UCTOPMIO NO-ApyromMy. B koHue
KOHLLOB, Nocrne NocTBbI6OPHbLIX NOUCKOB [IMUTpUEBa Nepeyriok K
nepexony Tpamna nogyepkHyn sbiBog Mionnepa o ToM, 4TO
POCCUINCKOE NPaBUTENBCTBO «Ka3anocb, HE MMENO NPEXHNX
KOHTaKTOB» C kKamnaHuen Tpamna. MogobHble BELM JOMKHbI
NMPOSICHUTb, YTO Te rogbl CNeKynsaumi o NpeaBbIBOPHOM CroBope
Bceraa 6binv abeypaHbIMK.

BmecTo aTOro, XoTs B rasete Mpa4yHoO oTMeyanocs, 4to Miwonnep
He Halwlen JoKa3aTenbCTB TaKoro 3aroBopa, OHa nepetusia npsiMo
K HOBOW NUHUW: TTyTUH «3HEPrMYHO» MUCKAN «TOYKM
COMPUKOCHOBEHMUSA», B TO BPEMS KaK «IT0AN C aMepUKaHCKOM
CTOPOHbI» BbININ «FOTOBbI Y4aCTBOBaTb». B TOW UMW MHOW CTEMNEHM
B OUCKYCCUSAX, KOTOpbIE 3aTparnBanu Takme pasHble TeMbI, Kak
Xenauue r-Ha Tpamna noCTPOUTb MOCKOBCKYH FOCTUHULLY AN
nonutukn CLUA B OTHOLWEHUN YKpanHbI ».

OTOT MOTOK (MHOrO CrioB) NOCTaBUI Hac B cdepy NPecTynHOCTK
pasyma: lNyTnH XxoTen BCTYNUTb B CFOBOP, U HEKOTOPOE
KonnyecTBo ntogen Tpamna 6binv roToBbl «y4acTBOBaTh B
ANCKYCCUAX» O CaMblX pa3Hblx Belax. Henb3sa He nog4YepKHYTb,
HaCKOJbKO 3TO Jarneko OT nepBoHayvasnbHbIX TEOPUIA NPSMOro
KOHTaKTa C POCCUICKOWN pa3BeaKon, KOTopble rogamm
OOMUHMPOBAaNM B HOBOCTSX.
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The outreach by Mr. Dmitriev, according to the special counsel’s
report, was part of a broad, makeshift effort by the Kremlin to
establish ties to Mr. Trump that began early in the campaign and
shifted into high gear after Mr. Trump’s victory... Especially
after the election, they led to a conflation of diplomatic and
financial interests that was a stark departure from the carefully
calibrated contacts typically managed by an incoming
administration...

The paper could have told this tale differently. Dmitriev’s post-
electoral search for a lane to the Trump transition, after all,
underscored Mueller's conclusion about how the Russian
government “appeared not to have preexisting contacts” with the
Trump campaign. This kind of thing should make it clear that
those years of speculation about a pre-election conspiracy were
always absurd.

Instead, while the paper glumly noted Mueller did not find
evidence of such a plot, it moved straight to the new line: Putin
“vigorously” sought “points of contact” throughout, while “people
on the American side” were “willing to participate to one degree or
another in discussions that touched on topics as varied as Mr.
Trump’s desire to build a Moscow hotel to United States policy
toward Ukraine.”

This mouthful (many words) placed us in the realm of mind-crime:
Putin wanted to collude and some quantity of Trump people were
willing to “participate in discussions” about a variety of things. It
can’t be stressed enough how far this is from the original theories
of direct contact with Russian intelligence that dominated news for
years.
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HoBas Teopus 6bina ny4yile Bcero chopmynmposaHa ObiBLLINM
aupektopom HauunoHanbHown passeaku xermcom Knannepom -
OAHUM 13 NpapoauTenen MHoroneTHen npeccel B CMU - Bckope
nocne Bbixoga goknaga Miwonnepa. OH ckaszan AHOEPCOHY
Kynepy, 4to «ecnu He 6bIno AoKa3aHO akTUBHOE CroBop, TO S
AyMato, YTO Y Hac ecTb Cry4an NacCMBHOIO CroBopay.

MprHATME «MacCUBHOMO CroBopay Kak 4ero-nnbo MHoro, Yem
beccmbicnuua, 03HavYaeT NepeBo LWaprKoBOro MosioTka (ygapa
MOJSIOTKOM) Ha aHrMMNCKUIA S3blK. ECnn 3a2o080p nponcxoaut oT
NaTUHCKOro «AblllaTh BMECTE», a C2080p NPOUCXOANT OT «Urpbl
BMECTEY», «MaCCMBHbIA CTOBOP» B OCHOBHOM O3HA4aeT «MrpaTb
BMECTe OTAesNbHO». JTO nornvecknin abeypa, Bellb NpsiMo 13
Opyanna.

Tem He MeHee, 3T0, NO KpanHen mepe, HeBOMbLIOE yIyYlleHne no
CpaBHeHMIO € npeapiayLien Teopnen. Mbl Mornm 6bl COKOHOMUTL
rogpl, ecnu 6bl Te, KTO 3Han, HAaCKOIbKO pa3gersibHo urpanu
BMecCTe, roBopunu 6bl, 4TOObI NPUBECTM HAC K 3TOMY BOMPOCY
paHbLLE.

Knannep, KOTOpbI HaBepHsiKa 3Han NPOUCXoX4eHNe 3TOro
paccrnefoBaHus, B TeYEeHNe NoCneaHnX HECKONbKMX neT
HEeOo4HOKpPaTHO MbITanca HaAMeKHYTb HOBOCTHLIM areHTCTBaM, 4YTO
Oero o0 CroBope MoXeT BbITb YeM-TO MeHee siBHbIM. OH Bcerga
roBopus no o6e CTOPOHbI pTa, HO HOBOCTHbIE areHTCTBa crnyLianm
TOMbKO TY CTOPOHY, KOTOpasi eMy HpaBunach.

OTBeyvas Ha BOMpOChlI O TOM, CKOJTbKO CrOBOpa OH JIMYHO BUAEn,
OH YacTO roOBOPUIT TaKUe BELLN, KaK «HE ObIITO HUKaKNX
[okasaTenbCTB, KOTOPbIE BbIPOCAM A0 3TOro ypoBHA». OH Bcerga
000aBnAn NYHKT «HO ...» O TOM, KaK UX Moxxem ObITb 6onbLue, a
3aronioBKM 3aKaH4YMBanu Tem, YTo NogvYepKmUBanu 3T 3asBreHuns
00 oTKase, a uMeHHo: « [xenmc Knannep o croBope Mexay
Poccunen, nomoLHmkn Tpamna: MoryT ObiTb JoKa3aTenbcTBa ».
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The new theory was best articulated by former Director of National
Intelligence James Clapper — one of the progenitors of the years-
long media furor — shortly after the release of the Mueller report.
He told Anderson Cooper that “if there wasn’t active collusion
proven, then | think what we have here is a case of passive
collusion.”

Embracing “passive collusion” as anything other than nonsense
means taking a ball-peen hammer (striking with a hammer) to the
English language. If conspiracy comes from the Latin for
“breathing together,” and collusion is derived from “playing
together,” “passive collusion” is basically “playing together
separately.” It's a logical absurdity, a thing straight out of Orwell.

Still, it's at least a slight improvement over the previous theory.
We could have saved years, if those who knew how separate the
together-playing was, had spoken up to bring us to this point
earlier.

Clapper — who surely knew the origins of this investigation —
repeatedly tried over the last few years to hint to news outlets that
the collusion case might be something less than explicit. He was
forever speaking out of both sides of his mouth, but news outlets
only listened to the side it liked.

In response to questions about how much collusion he personally
saw, he often said things like “there was no evidence that rose to
that level.” He would always add a “but...” clause about how there
could be more, and headlines ended up stressing these
disclaimers, i.e., “James Clapper on collusion between Russia,
Trump aides: there could be evidence.”
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OTO0 TO, YTO UrHOPUPYIOT Takne noaun, kak Temnn n Wmnar.
Mpobnema npecchbl Bce Bpemsi Obinia Ype3mepHon
WMHTepnpeTaunen, UrHopupoBaHMEM OMUCMNO3UTUBHbLIX AeTanen n
HEeCrnocobHOCTbIO UCKaTb anbTepHaTUBHbIE OOBSCHEHUS], Takne
Kak, HanpumMep, To, YTO OHM OblnM 06MaHyTbl NN HAMEPEHHO
MaHUNynupoBanu (3To npegnonaraeT, YTO penopTepbl HE OXOTHO
npornartbiBany neperpeTyo MHpopmaumio).

OTO NpogomKanock B TeYEHNE MHOTUX FET, KOr4a «aKkTUBHBIN
CroBOp» OCTaBasncs TEOpMEN, U ATO JOIMKHO BbIfI0 NOBTOPUTBLCA C
«naccmBHbIM CroBOpOMY». Tenepb Y Hac byaeTt otyasiHHasa 6opbba
13-3a NponaBLUMX MOPCKNX CBUTKOB Mionnepa u nx «OCHOBHbIX
AokasaTenbCTB», KOTOPbIE, Kak Bce yoexaeHbl, coagepxat
3ano3ganble gokasartenbcTBa. 1o 6opbba , kKoTopas B TeyeHue
AECSTU ThICAYHBIN pa3 3a nocrnegHne Tpy roga Norpy3wn Hac B
BUAE « KOHCTUTYLIMOHHOIO KpU3unca .»

[axe npobnema, kKoTopasi 4omkHa Obia 6ecnokonTb Npeccy Bce
BpeMS - TOT (haKT, YTO Tak MHOro paszobnadeHnin npuLioch
0oTOpOCUTb Ha3ag unu yépaTb Hasaf - pa3MbiTa B HOBbIX
nereHgax, kak 4acto NoBTopsWKNnCs pedpeH: «Bce yTeuku
npousoLwwnu ot KosbipHas CTopoHa.

370 cTano noBoAoM A1 TOro, YTo6bl HE 3a4aBaTbCs BONPOCOM
06 o4eBMAHOW NPOGNEME NCTOYHUKOB YTEYKM SIBHO (hanblUMBbIX
NN HEUCKPEHHUX UCTOPUI, SSIBIIEHUM, KOTOPOE AOSMKHO BbINo
CTUMYNMPOBATb «MOUCK» OOBACHEHWIN TaK Xe, KaK «bonbiTHoe
noseaeHve» gesTtenen kamnaHum Tpamna.

ABCONOTHO BEPHO, YTO 3a NocreaHne Tpy roga Gb1510 MHOTO
aHOHNMHbIX uctopun n3 benoro goma Tpamna. B yactHocTy, B
OBYX XaHpax TpamnuaHbl CKpbIBanucb B TEKCTE: HOBOCTM O X04e
paccnegosaHus Mionnepa n ABOpPLOBbLIE MHTPUIM O NMaHUKE U
HenpucTonHocTn B bernom gome.
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This is what people like Temple and Schmidt ignore. The press
issue all along has been over-interpretation, ignoring dispositive
details, and failure to pursue alternative explanations, like for
instance that they’d been hoodwinked or intentionally manipulated
(this assumes reporters weren’t willingly swallowing overheated
information).

This went on for years when “active collusion” was still a theory,
and it’'s about to happen again with “passive collusion.” We’ll have
a desperate fight now over the missing Mueller Sea Scrolls, and
their “underlying evidence,” which everyone is convinced contains
the belated proof. It's a fight that for the ten thousandth time in the
last three years has plunged us into a “constitutional crisis.”

Even the issue that should have bothered the press the most all
along — the fact that so many exposes had to be walked back or
retracted — is being washed away in fresh legends, like the oft-
repeated refrain: “The leaks all came from the Trump side.”

This has become an excuse for not wondering about the obvious
problem of sources leaking clearly bogus or disingenuous stories,
a phenomenon that should have inspired a “quest” for
explanations in the same way the “curious behavior” of Trump
campaign figures did.

It is absolutely true that a lot of anonymously-sourced stories in
the last three years came from the Trump White House. Two
genres in particular often had Trumpians lurking in the text: news
about progress of the Mueller probe, and palace-intrigue stories
about panic and impropriety in the White House.
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B nepsom cnyyae yTeudkn npoucxogunu oT ceugetenen unm
uenen, NbiTaloLWMXca onepeanTb nnoxme HoBocTu. B nocnegHem
cnyyae urypsl benoro goma Habupanu ( 3BoHUNM Mo TenedgoHy)
npeccy, 4Tobbl MO KOMEeHO (CriomaTb KOMEHN) CONEPHMKOB,
3aWnTnTL cebsa OT ckaHgarna unu NpocTo NOTOMY, YTO OHU BbINn
He TakuMKN SAPKUMU U UMenn eTuLLl Ha CITOBECHYI0 padocCTb,
Korga exanu Ha 3anuch (Ynitan: Ckapamydym, QHTOHM ).

Ho cambiMm paspyumntenbHbIM, CIOXETHbIE BOXAEHUs1 Poccus
NCTOPUM NOCNEAHNX TPeX NeT, Te , YTo paboume pacxoabl Ha
BbICOKOM YPOBHE WM NOCTaBUTb ApYrne noa CreacTBnemM He obinm
W Kypuua 360HUM He3Hakomel, - (hunbm) TMna y>Kacos ,
npuesxatowme n3 goma. Y Hekotopbix 6bina siBHas
aesnHdopmauums.

"eHepan Mawkn ®nvHH 6bin a3kcnoHaTomM A. Tpu 6onbline
NCTopMM O HEM B NocneaHue rogbl 6binn, No KpaHen mepe,
HECKONbKO NPOBNEMaTUYHBIMK - B HEKOTOPbIX CIy4asx sBHbIE
NpPOBOKaLNN.
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In the former case, leaks came from witnesses or targets trying to
get ahead of bad news. In the latter, White House figures dialed
up (telephoned) the press to kneecap (break the knees of) rivals,
protect themselves from scandal, or just because they were not
that bright and had a fetish for verbal joy-riding on-the-record
(read: Scaramucci, Anthony).

But the most damaging, narrative-driving Russia stories of the last
three years, the ones that cost high-level jobs and put others
under investigation, were not When a Stranger Calls-(movie) type
horrors coming from inside the house. Some were clear
disinformation.

General Michael Flynn was Exhibit A. Three big stories about him
in the last years were at least somewhat problematic — in some
cases clear provocations.
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5. BoeHHble NPOTUB BOEHHbIX

pexne yem DIMHH ynaj, OH 3aCyHYJI aJjel B IJia3
Bamunrrona

MatT Tanocbu16 masa 2019 .

eHepana Mavikna ®nvHHa Henerko npogaTh Kak xepTtBy. OH
aencteutenbHo Ben ckanganel «3anpu ee !'» Ha RNC B 2016 rogy
Mawnno AHHonynn AencTBUTENBLHO HasbiBar «OAHUM U3 CaMbIX
CMEenbIX ftoaen, KOTOpbIX S BCTpeYvarn», 1, NoxXoxe, nonarars, 4To
Tpamn BbIMrpan BceHapogHOE roriocoBaHue.
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5. Military vs. military

Before Flynn went down, he stuck a finger in
Washington’s eye

Matt TaibbiMay 16, 2019

General Michael Flynn isn’t easy to sell as a victim. He really
did lead chants of “Lock her up!” at the RNC in 2016, really called

Milo Yiannopoulis “one of the most brave people I've met,” and
seems to have believed Trump won the popular vote.

Page-66-


https://taibbi.substack.com/p/military-vs-military
https://taibbi.substack.com/people/263053
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tx94428MYcc

®dnnHH Toxe 3aragka. OH OblfT OTKPOBEHEH U KPUTUKOBAn
amMepuKaHckme npukntodeHma Ha bnmkHem BocToke Tak, kak aTo
MOYTN HEBO3MOXHO yChbllWaTb BOEHHbIM. B cTaTtbe 06
AdbraHncTaHe, KOTOPYH OH OOHaXObl Hanucar, OH ckasarn:
«[lMpocToe ybnmncteo noBcTaHUEB 0ObIMHO CAYXMWT AN
yBEINMYEHNS KONMYeCcTBa BparoB, a He AN UX yMeHbLueHnsa». OH
ocyaun Hawy MHopMaUMo TaM Kak «HEBEXECTBEHHYIOY,
«HE30POBYHO» U KOTKITHOUYEHHYIOY.

®nuHH 6bIN cMeLleH ¢ nocTa anpekTopa AreHTCTBa BOEHHON
passegkn B 2014 rogy nocrne cepun CTONKHOBEHUIA C
rpakgaHCKMM pykOBOACTBOM W AeATensiMu B cpepe 060pOHbI 1
pas3Benkun, KoTopble Nprnobpenu penytauunio TPYGHOro, PTYTHOMO
nepcoHaxa, BOKPYr KOTOPOro NpOMCX0AnIo CrMLWKOM MHOrO
HexxenaTtenbHbIX HoBOCTEeN. OH Bbl COBETHUKOM pa3Beaku
Ctannu Makkpuctana, a Takke nybnuyHo BbicTynan npoTue
nonutnkn O6ambl B OTHOLEHUN CrpuK, YTO NPUHECTO eMy
Hemaro HeNPUATHOCTEN.

«38€30b! U M01I0CkI» _COOBLLNIIN, YTO OH «CTar paccMaTpuBaTh
O6amy Kak rnaBy BCEMWPHOIo NPECTYNHOro KapTens,
noaaepXnBatoLLEro MAen mxuxaaay, - Barnsabl, OCHOBaHHbIE Ha
ybexaeHnn, 4To nnaHbl cBeprHyTb bawapa Acaga nomornu -
HenpegHaMepeHHO UN HEeT - AKCTpeMaribHbIM UCITaMCKUM
rpynnam, Takum kak poHT B Hycpe. ,

Ewe B 2012 rogy aHanutuk OB[l nogrotoBmn oTyer,
npegynpexaatoLnin, YTO HEBEPHbIE YCUMNNSA MO CMEHE peXnma B
Cwvpwnun MOryT NpuBECTY K:

«[lMpoBo3rnalueHHoe unu HeobbsiIBNEHHoe canaduTckoe
KHs>KecTBO B BocTouHOoM CUpWK... UMEHHO TO, Yero XoTAaAT
NoAAepXuBatoLLmMe cunbl Ans onno3vuun, 4Tobbl N30NnMpoBaTh
CUPUNCKUA PEXUM...».

OTO cTano To4YKon onopbl AnNs cnopa, KoTopbin No3xe 6bin onncaH
B Mape CeHCaLNOHHbIX M NPOTUBOPEYMBbLIX pa3obnadyeHni
3HaMEHUTOro 3noyMebilneHHmMka Cu Xepuia, HauyMHas ¢ goknaga
2013 roga « Yen CapuH ?» B matepumane He roBopunock, 4To
Acapg He coeplian 6ombapanpoBKKU, MPOCTO HEKOTOPbIE
amMepuKaHCKMe pasBefunku nonaranu, YTo B HanageHuu nog
[amackom 6bIn, No KpanHen mepe, ele oguMH No403pEBAEMbIN.
XepLl Hanucan:
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Flynn is also a puzzle. He’s been outspoken and critical of
America’s Middle East adventures in a way that’s almost unheard
of in a military man. In a paper about Afghanistan he once wrote,
he said, “Merely killing insurgents usually serves to multiply
enemies rather than subtract them.” He denounced our intel there
as “ignorant,” “incurious,” and “disengaged.”

Flynn was pushed out as director of the Defense Intelligence
Agency in 2014 after a series of clashes with civilian leadership
and figures within the defense and intelligence realms, acquiring a
reputation as difficult, mercurial character around whom too many
unwelcome news stories occurred. He had been an intelligence
advisor to Stanley McChrystal, and also publicly opposed the
Obama government’s Syria policy in a way that earned him a lot of
disfavor.

Stars and Stripes reported he “came to view Obama as head of a
worldwide crime cartel supporting jihadist ideas,” views derived
from a belief that plans to topple Bashar al-Assad had aided —
whether inadvertently or not — extreme Islamic groups like the
Nusra front.

Way back in 2012, a DIA analyst produced a report warning that a
misguided effort at regime change in Syria could lead to:

“a declared or undeclared Salafist principality in Eastern Syria...
exactly what the supporting powers to the opposition want, in
order to isolate the Syrian regime....”

This became the fulcrum of the dispute later described in a pair of
sensational and controversial exposes by famed muckraker Sy
Hersh, beginning with a 2013 report called, “Whose Sarin?” The
piece did not say that Assad hadn’t done the bombing, merely that
some American intelligence officers believed there was at least
another suspect in the attack near Damascus. Hersh wrote:
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HesepHoe npencrasneHne benoro goma o Tom, YTO OH 3Han 06
aTake u Korga, 6b1110 NoAKPENIEHO ero rOTOBHOCTLIO
UrHOpMpOBaTb NHTENNEKT, KOTOPLIM MOr NogopBaTh
noBecTBoBaHME. 3Ta UHopMaLMs Kacanacb aH-Hycpbl ...

B goknage Xepuia B si1oHOoHcKoM « O630pe KHU2» LUTUPYETCS
BOEHHbIN YNHOBHUK, KOTOPbIN ONUcbIBaeT HanageHne Ha CapuH
KaK «yrnoBKy», CPaBHMMYHO C 3N1M3040M B TOHKMHCKOM 3anvBee, TO
€CTb NPOBOKALMIO, NPU3BaHHYIO BTAHYTb HAC B BOVHY,
CBEPrHyBLUYHO pexum. XepLl Obin1 He €ANHCTBEHHbIM, KTO
coobwmn 4Yto-To nogobHoe. B BenukobputaHnm oTMEYEHHbIN
Harpagamu penopTtep Pobept duck Takke coodbLumn B
«He3asucumbix» nogpobHOCTN 0 NAAX anb-Hycpbl, KOTOpble
NepeBo3NNN «XMMUYECKne npekypcopbl» B CapuH, 1 npogosrmkan
HEOLHOKPaTHO NOAHMMATL BONPOCH! O HANaAeHUN, LMTUPYS
paboTHMKOB NO OKa3aHWM0 MOMOLLUMN N APYTNX HA3EMHbIe
NCTOYHMKN.

Hwn ogHo HoBocTHOE n3gaHue B CoeaunHenHbIx LTaTtax He
nNpUGnM3nTCa K aTon nctopun. PakTnyeckn, aTo ObICTPO cTano
HacTonbko sA0BUTbIM B CoeanHeHHbix LUTaTax, 4yTo mHorve
HOBOCTHbIE OpraHM3aunn gaxke He CBA3bLIBATCS C HUM (B
IHTepHeTe) n He obcyKaatoT ero .

B koHe4HOM utore ®nuHH nonan 6kl B 6eay He TOMNbKO U3-3a TOoro,
4YTO NpeanonoXxun, 4to ataka CapunHa B Cupumn, BO3MOXHO, Obina
penom Acaga, HO 1 n3-3a TOro, YTO OH CKasan 3arnpeLleHHY
Bellb (KOTOPYH Henb3sa obcyxaatk) B Poccuu . Bo Bpems Busuta
B Mocksy, opraHusosaHHoro RT, ero cnpocunu B 2015 roay,
BO3MOXHO, TypeLKasi pa3Befka ctosana 3a (OTBETCTBEHHOM) 3a
TepakT. PrvHH OTBETUN:

KT0 3HaeT? Y MeHsa HeT xopowlero otTBeTa Aang sac. A He mMory
OTBETUTb Ha BaLl KOHKPETHbLIN BOMPOC.

970 No3xe Nony4nnio 6bl MHOro 3arofloBKOB, 0COOEHHO B
KoHTekcTe B6ecnopsgka Russiagate . Ho 3apuHckun anusog 6bin
Ha camMoM [ierie MeHee CnopHbIM yTBepXaeHnem ®nuHHa B
oTHowweHun Cupun. bonee B3pbIBHON UCTOpMEN cTana BTopas
ctatbsa Xepwa ans London Review of Books co ccbinkon Ha
®nunHHa B sHBape 2016 roga.
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The White House’s misrepresentation of what it knew about the
attack, and when, was matched by its readiness to ignore
intelligence that could undermine the narrative. That information
concerned al-Nusra...

The Hersh report in the London Review of Books quoted a military
official describing the Sarin attack as a “ruse,” comparable to the
Gulf of Tonkin episode, i.e. a provocation designed to draw us into
a regime-toppling war. Hersh wasn’t the only one to report
something like this. In Britain, award-winning reporter Robert

Fisk also reported in The Independent details about al-Nusra men
transporting “chemical precursors” to Sarin, and went on to raise
guestions more than once about the attack, quoting aid workers
and other on-the-ground sources.

No news outlet in the United States would go anywhere near this
story. In fact, it quickly became so toxic in the United States, many
news organizations to this won’t even link (on the Internet) to it or
discuss it.

Flynn would eventually get in trouble not only for suggesting the
Sarin attack in Syria might not have been the work of Assad, but
for saying the forbidden thing (not allowed for discussion) in
Russia. He was asked during a 2015 visit to Moscow hosted by
RT if perhaps Turkish intelligence had been behind (responsible
for) the attack. Flynn answered:

Who knows? | don't have a good answer for you. I'm not able to
answer your specific question.

This would later get a lot of headlines, especially in the context of
the Russiagate mess. But the Sarin episode was actually the less
controversial assertion Flynn made with regard to Syria. The more
explosive story was the second piece by Hersh for the London
Review of Books, quoting Flynn in January of 2016.
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HasbiBasicb « BoeHHbIE K BOEHHbIM », OOLLIMPHOE pa3obnadveHne
pacckasbiBano 0 TOM, YTO, ecnn 3To Npasaa, 6bino yanBuTeNbHOM
nctopuei: ObbeanHeHHble komaHampbl WTados CLUA B rogbl
O6ambl Gpocanu BbI30OB rpaXgaHCKOMY PYKOBOACTBY U
nepegasanu passegaaHHole Poccuun, 3pauntio n Nepmanum,
noHumasi, 4to aTo MHpopmauma 6yaeTt otnpaeneHa B Acag ans
©0pb0OLI C MECTHBIMM MCNAMCKUMW FPYNMUPOBKaMM.

B coobLieHnn untnpyetcst «ObiBLNn COBETHUK JCS», KOTOPbI
ckasarn:

BoeHHOWM BOeHHOM BeLly, a He Kakow - TO 3MTOBELLUIA CIoXeT
O6begnHEHHOro KoMUTeTa HavanbHUKOB ATK BoKpyr O6ambl 1
nogaepxatb Acaga.

BoeHHble geaTtenu, coobwmn XepL, cunTaroT, YTO «HaCTON4MBOE
TpeboBaHne ObBambl NpogomkaTe MHAHCMPOBATL U BOOPYXaTb
TaK Ha3blBaeMble yMepeHHbIE NOBCTaHYeCKNe rpynnmpoBKM» B
Cwvpwu npuBeaeT K katacTpode. ITa rpynna 4yBCTBOBana, 4To
Typumns BBOOMT B 3a6nyxaeHne AMEPUKY U ee COO3HUKOB,
nepeHanpasnast «Opyxue n ToBapbl» HE TOMbKO YMEPEHHbIM B
Cwvpuu, HO 1 BCEM OMMO3NLMOHHBIM CUaM TaMm, BKINOYas Takme
rpynnel, Kak «Anb-Hycpa», ¢ uenbio cMeHbl pexnma B [Jamacke.

Cuntanochb, 4Yto Typumsi roTOBa NONTWN HA 3TOT PUCK, YTODLI
nobuTtbca nageHus Acaga kak wara K 6onee LMPOKON MeyTe 0O
BoccTaHoBreHnn OCMaHCKoM nmnepumn.

B npotokone ®nuHH ckasan: «Typums cMoTperna B Apyryto
CTOPOHY, KOrAa Aeno kacanock pocta Vicnamckoro rocygapctea
BHYTpM Cupumn».

dnnHH aan elle 04HO Bbi3biBaoLLlee NHTepBbO Mexan XacaHy ns
« Anb-[xa3upbi» B 2015 rogy nocrne Toro, Kak ero BbirHanm ¢
nocTa, 3asBmB, 4To agMuHUcTpauus Obambl «yMbILLNIEHHO
NpUHANa pelleHne« genatb 1O, YTO OHM genatoT ». OH
NPeanonoXun, YTo ero Ha4anbCTBO MPUHSANO PELLEHUS, KOTOPbIE
YNONHOMOYUITM NOBCTaHYECKNE rpynnbl, OCHOBAHHbLIE MHOIO neT
Hasag. _

«# ckaxy Bam, 4Tto go 2012 roga», - ckasan oH. «Korga mbl 6binu
B Mpake, 1 Mbl OOIMKHbI BbINM NPUHATDL PELLEHUS, NpeXae Yem
ObINO NPMHATO pelleHne o Bbixode u3 Vpakar.

Crtp. 69


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.lrb.co.uk/v38/n01/seymour-m-hersh/military-to-military
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Di0_BEPfYk4A
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Di0_BEPfYk4A
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Di0_BEPfYk4A
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Di0_BEPfYk4A
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Di0_BEPfYk4A
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Di0_BEPfYk4A

Called “Military to Military,” the sprawling expose told what, if true,
was an amazing story: the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff in the Obama
years were defying civilian leadership and passing intelligence to

Russia, Israel and Germany, with the understanding that this intel
would be sent on to Assad to combat local Islamic groups.

The report quoted a “former JCS adviser” who said it was:

A military to military thing, and not some sort of a sinister Joint
Chiefs’ plot to go around Obama and support Assad.

Military figures, Hersh reported, believed Obama'’s “insistence on
continuing to finance and arm the so-called moderate rebel
groups” in Syria would lead to disaster. This group felt Turkey was
misleading America and its allies, rerouting “guns and goods” not
just to moderates in Syria but to all opposition forces there,
including groups like al-Nusra, with the aim of regime change in
Damascus.

It was believed Turkey was willing to take that risk to achieve
Assad’s fall as a step toward a larger dream of restoring the
Ottoman empire.

Flynn said, on the record: “Turkey was looking the other way when
it came to the growth of the Islamic State inside Syria.”

Flynn gave another defiant interview to Mehdi Hasan of Al
Jazeera in 2015 after he’d been pushed out of office, saying it was
a “willful decision” by the Obama administration to “do what
they’re doing.” He suggested his superiors had made decisions
that empowered insurgent groups dating back years.

“I will tell you, it goes before 2012,” he said. “When we were in
Irag, and we had decisions to be made before there was a
decision to pull out of Iraq.”
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Bce 3710 6bIN10 YacTbio 4ebaTtoB No NoBoAY COEPKMBAHUA
(Teppopa) 1 cMeHbI pexxruma (CMeHa rnaB NpaBUTESNLCTB),
KOTOpble HanoMuHann 6onee NHTEHCUBHYIO 1 3anyTaHHYO
Bepcuto annsoga OMY. dnuHH npyHagnexan K rpynne B
obopoHHOM coobLLecTBe, koTopas Bepuia B 06MeH
pa3BegaaHHbiMun ¢ Poccren, 4tobbl nomellaTb aHTnacagckum
rpynnuposkam B Cvpuun. 91U Noan YyBCTBOBASM, YTO
OTKa3blBaTbCA AenaTb 3TO 03HA4arno ObITb «NEHHMKaMK
MbILLNEHMSA BPEMEH XONOL4HON BOVHbIY.

B aTOM eMy akTMBHO NPOTMBOCTOSAN Lenbln pag nogen n
yupexaeHun, kotopble kputukosanun Obamy ¢ NPpOTMBOMNOSIOXHOM
TOYKMN 3PEHUS.

Bo Bpemsi BTOporo cpoka Obambl, 0co6EHHO, MHOXECTBO curyp,
ot [bxoHa MakkerHa go Xvnnapu KnmHToH 1 MUHUCTpa 000pOHbI
O6ambl SwToH KapTtep, kazanocbk, 6bin1M B3BOSTHOBaHbI TEM, YTO
OHM cunTanu otkazom ObGambl gencTBoBaTb Gonee pelmnTenbLHO B
Cupun. OHun xotenu, utobbl Ob6ama Hakasan Acaga un Poccuio,
0cobeHHO Koraa, Kak roBopunu, Acag nepecek «KpacHyt NMHUIO»
C NOMOLLIbIO 3TOro XMMuyeckoro opyxus B 2013 roay.

«[ns r-na MNMyTtnHa konebaHns BbI3bIBAKOT arpeccuioy, - Hanucan
MakkerH B ctatbe 2014 roga . OH n gpyrue npussanu Obamy
©onee NpsiMo NPOTUBOCTOATL [TyTUHY B CBA3M C NEPeExXoaom
Poccun B Kpbim u cBassmun ¢ Acagom. AnekcaHap MoTn ms
ATnaHTU4ecKoro coseta, KOTOPbIN cTan 6bl OCHOBHbLIM
nocTasLUMKOM naHukn Russiagate , nucan « Poccua: Bpems
CMEeHbI pexxuma (CMeHa npaBuTenscTea) » ewe B aHBape 2015
roga - 3agonro 4o NosiBNEHWs NepBbiX NPO6eCKOB HbIHELLIHEro
CkaHAana. 3a BMellaTenbCTBO B BbIOOPLI.
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All of this was part of a containment (of terror)-vs.-regime change
(changing heads of government) debate that recalled a more
intense, confusing version of the WMD episode. Flynn belonged to
a group within the defense community that believed in sharing
intelligence with Russia to thwart anti-Assad groups in Syria.
These people felt refusing to do so meant being “captive to Cold
War thinking.”

He was vigorously opposed in this by an array of people and
institutions who were criticizing Obama from an opposite
perspective.

Throughout Obama’s second term especially, a host of figures,
from John McCain to Hillary Clinton to Obama Defense Secretary
Ashton Carter, seemed infuriated by what they saw as Obama’s
refusal to act more decisively in Syria. They wanted to see Obama
punish Assad and Russia both, especially when Assad was said
to have crossed the “red line” by using those chemical weapons in
2013.

“For Mr. Putin, vacillation invites aggression,” wrote McCain in a
2014 op-ed. He and others challenged Obama to confront Putin
more directly, over Russia’s move into Crimea and its ties to
Assad. Alexander Motl of the Atlantic Council, which would
become a principal purveyor of Russiagate panic, was writing
“Russia: It's Time For Regime Change (change of government)”
as far back as January, 2015 — long before the first glimmers of
the current scandal over election interference.

Page-70-


https://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/15/opinion/mccain-a-return-to-us-realism.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/15/opinion/mccain-a-return-to-us-realism.html
https://www.newsweek.com/russia-its-time-regime-change-303399

Opyrum yenosekom, 6pocusLLMM BbI30B PrivHHY, 6bin Maikn
Mopenn, 6biBLMI cnonHALWMN 0693aHHOCTM aupekTopa LIPY.
B 2016 rogy Mopenn gomkHa 6bina ctate gupektopom LIPY
Xvnnapu KnuHToH, ecnn oHa no6eanTt Ha Beibopax, XoTs OH
Korga-to 6binn 06bEKTOM XKECTKON KPUTUKM AEMOKPATOB Xunna.
MomowwHNKN ceHaTtopa JanaHa PanHWTENH cocTaBMnmM aoknag
CEHaTCKOro kKoMmMTeTa Mo pasBeake, onyorIMKOBaHHbLIN B NIOHE
2015 roga, B kOTOpOM yTBEpXdanock, 4to Mopenn cgenan psg
aKTUYECKNX UCKAKEHUI O MbITKaX U OpYrnx Temax B CBOEN KHUre
«Benukas BorHa HalLero BpeMeHn».

OpHako Mopenn 6bin HageXxHbIM NMaepom passeibiBaTerlbHOro
coobuwectsa B roabl O6ambl. OH B35n Ha cebs nHuuymnatmey
yaapvs (0TOVB) ele oAHY pa3obnaynTensHyo Bepcuo Xeplua,
ocnapuBasi roTOBHOCTb [fonnmByaa k reponyeckomy 3axsaty 6eH
Napena. AopmuHucTtpauusa Obambl Bcerga HactamBana Ha Towm,
YTO OHa cMeno BrneTena B [1akncTaH Ha COGCTBEHHOM
nHdopmaumm, 6e3 Begoma unm cornacusi NakMcTaHCKon
pa3BegbiBaTenbHOM Cnyxo6bl ISI.

XepLl pacckasan gpyryto ncropuio. Lintupysa Geisliero
pykosoautens ISI Acaga [lyppaHu n ngeHtnonunpysi
HavanbHuKa cTaHumn LIPY B Mcnamabaae no umeHu, oH
yTBepxaan, 4to 6uH JlageH 6bin cxBaveH n yout nocne
neperoBopos ¢ [NakuctaHoM, Ha3BaB uaeto, YTo IS| He Obin
BoBrneYeH B «Jlbtonc Kapponn» n «CMeLHOny . »

Ewe pas, 910 ObiN1 HE €ANHCTBEHHbBIM OTYET, Npeanaratowmin YTo-
TO nogobHoe. Mos cTapasa konnera, Kapnotrta Mann uns « Hero-
M“opx TalmMcy , Takke onybnukosana ctaTblo, B KOTOPOW
roBOpunoch, 4Yto lNakuctaH 3HaeT, rae Haxoautcs 6eH JlageH.
KapnoTTa nposen 12 net oxeaTbiBatoLwnin [NaknctaH n
AdbraHuctaH ansa epemeH . MNMo3xe oHa cOOBLLMT O TOM, YTO
y3Hana, uccrnegys KHury:

£ y3Han oT BbICOKOMOCTABNEHHOIO COTPYAHMKA NakMCTaHCKOM
pasBefbiBaTenbHOM Cnyxobl, 4To ISI ckpbiBan 6uH JlageHa un
yrpaensan cTorioM cneyuanbHo, YToObl obpalLaTbCa C HAM Kak ¢
pa3BeblBaTebHbIM aKTUBOM.
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Another person challenging Flynn was Michael Morell, former
acting director of the CIA. Morell in 2016 was set to become
Hillary Clinton’s CIA director if she won election, even though he
had once been the target of intense criticism of Hill Democrats.
Aides to Senator Diane Feinstein composed a Senate Intelligence
Committee report released in June of 2015 that claimed Morell
made a series of factual misstatements about torture and other
topics in his book, “The Great War of Our Time.”

However, Morell had been a reliable front man for the intelligence
community during the Obama years. He took the lead in slapping
down (beating off) another Hersh expose challenging the official,
Hollywood-ready take on the heroic capture of bin Laden. The
Obama administration always insisted it daringly flew into Pakistan
on its own intel, without the knowledge or assent of Pakistan’s ISI
intelligence service.

Hersh told a different story. Quoting former ISI chief Asad Durrani
and identifying the CIA station chief in Islamabad by name, he
claimed bin Laden had been captured and killed after a
negotiation with Pakistan, calling the idea that the I1SI wasn’t
involved “Lewis Carroll” and “comical.”

Once again, this wasn’t the only report suggesting something like
this. An old colleague of mine, Carlotta Gall of the New York
Times, had also run a piece suggesting Pakistan knew where bin
Laden was. Carlotta spent 12 years covering Pakistan and
Afghanistan for the Times. She would later report something she
learned while researching a book:

I learned from a high-level member of the Pakistani intelligence
service that the ISI had been hiding Bin Laden and ran a desk
specifically to handle him as an intelligence asset.
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Korga npuwno spems gns CLUA oTpearmpoBaTb Ha UCTOPUIO
Xepuwa, agmunHuctpauma Obambl cgenana ato B nuue Mopenna,
KOTOpbI OCyaun CTaTbio Xeplla Kak « BCe HeNnpaBUIIbHO ».
Bonblias yactb npecc-kopnyca 6bina Ha ctopoHe Mopenna,
korga NMutep bepreH na CNN HasBan ncropuo XepLua
«happaroom yenyxm».

TOYHO Tak ke, Korga NpULIo BpeMs oTpearnposaTtb Ha
nyGnnkaumio 3Toro paspymntensHoro goknaga OB[,
npeanonarapoLLero, YTo YCUnsi N0 CMeHe pexmnma mMoryT
NPUBECTU K ycuneHunto Teppopucto B Crpumn, Mopenn 6bin
kntoyeBbIM ronocom. OH Bckounn, korga Tpamn pewmn
npeBpaTuTb yTBEPXAEHMA PriMHHA Ha 3TOT CYET B BOMpPOC
KamnaHuu.

Bo Bpemsi roHkn 2016 roga Tpamn TBUTHYI - 3TO ObIfo HA4anom
NCTOPUYECKOro MOMEHTA, Koraa ctano npaegoun, 4to TBUT Tpamna
NIEXXUT B OCHOBE BCEX OCHOBHbIX aMEPUKAHCKNX KYITbTYPHbIX
aprymeHToB - 4To Xunnapu KnvHToH Gbinia npuyacTHa K
npegynpexaenunto ACB 2012 roga. OH cBsi3ancs co ctaTtben B
Epelimbapme, o3arnaBneHHon « Xunnapu KnMHToH nony4yuna
CEKPETHYIO 3anmncKy 0 TOM, YTO aaMuHucTpaTop Obambl«
nogaepxuneaet »UTNJT ».

310 B cBOEN o4epean Bbi3Bana llonumuko peaakuMoHHON
Mopenn , npu3biBatoLLee YTBEPXKOEHNE «EPYHAY» U «TEOPUIO
3aroBopa» , B Hadane neta 2016 roga The Washington Post
cornacunach, Ha3saB 3asiBrneHne Tpamna o TOM , YTO
CoeanHeHHble LUTaTbl «aKTMBHO NOAAepXMBanny
TEPPOPUCTUYECKME TPYMMbl « CTPAHHO . »

Urto 310 6bI110, Bpoae. bbino 661 6onee TOYHLIM cKas3aTb, YTO
3aNeMeHTbl B BOOPYXXEHHbIX CUax nonaranu, 4To agMUHUCTpaums
O6ambl npoBoauia NoONMTUKY, KoTopasd Morrna Obl NnepeoueHnTb
cuny ymepeHHbix B Cnpnn, He4OOLEHUTb BEPOSATHOCTL TOMO, YTO
OpyXme NnonageT B YYXne pyKu, Unn, BO3MOXHO, - Kak
npeanonoXun aHanuTuk Xeto PobepTc, Takke B IOHOOHCKOM
«0Ob630pe KHU2» - NPOCTO paccMaTpmBan Takue rpynnbl, Kak anb-
Hycpa, kak «nonesHbix NoMoLWHUKoB B 6opbbe npoTus

Acapa». _
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When it came time for the U.S. to respond to Hersh'’s story, the
Obama administration did so in the person of Morell, who
denounced the Hersh piece as “all wrong.” Much of the press
corps sided with Morell, with Peter Bergen of CNN calling the
Hersh story a “farrago of nonsense.”

Similarly, when it came time to respond to the release of that
damaging DIA report suggesting regime change efforts might lead
to empowered terrorists in Syria, Morell was a key voice. He
jumped in when Trump decided to make Flynn’s assertions on that
score into a campaign issue.

During the 2016 race, Trump tweeted — this was the beginning of
the moment in history when it started to be true that a Trump
tweet was at the root of every major American cultural argument —
that Hillary Clinton had been privy to the 2012 DIA warning. He
linked to a Breitbart article entitled, “Hillary Clinton Received
Secret Memo Stating Obama Admin ‘Support’ for ISIS.”

This is turn triggered a Politico editorial by Morell calling the
assertion “nonsense” and a “conspiracy theory,” in early summer
of 2016. The Washington Post agreed, calling Trump’s claim that
the United States was “actively supporting” terror groups
“bizarre.”

Which it was, sort of. It would have been more accurate to say
elements within the military believed the Obama administration
pursued policies that might have overestimated the strength of
moderates in Syria, underestimated the possibility weapons would
end up in the wrong hands, or perhaps — as analyst Hugh Roberts
suggested, also in the London Review of Books— simply viewed
groups like al-Nusra as “useful auxiliaries in the anti-Assad drive.”
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B ntobom cnyyae, Bcero Yepes HECKONbKO Heaenb nocne Toro, kak
Tpamn o6bsasun 06 UMAI, Mopenn ctan ogHUM 13 NepBbIX, KTO
06BuHNN Tpamna B «HEBONbHOM areHTe » lNMyTuHa. (Kak Hi
CTpaHHO, MPMMEPHO Yepes3 Nonrogaa nocre Toro, kKak pasropenoch
6esymue « PocrentoB» , Mopenn nonbitancsa nonute ypop
xonogHow Bogon. OH cka3an, 4To B CroBope ObIno « AblM, HO OrHA
BoObGLLIE HET ».)

Bce 310, BO3MOXHO, YTOMUTENBHO, HO HEO6X0ANMO AN NCTOPUN
dnnHHa. [o Toro, kak « PocrenTt» ctan Yben- TO MbICIbIO, OH
Bbi3Bas B BalWMHITOHe npe3peHne no NoBoay CUPUNCKOro
BOMpOCa U3 TeX CaMbIX YrOJfiKOB, KOTOPbIE MO3XXe 0OBUHAT €ro B
y4yacTum B 3aroBope.

dakTndeckn, nuHUM 6opbbbl Mexay Cupuen n Cupuen (cnop o
Cuvipun) npogormkanu 6bl NoYTU TOYHO coBnagaTh C « Pycckumum
BOpOTamMun» , B UCTOpusaX 0 GrinHHe , a He 0 HMX. Takue nau, Kak
MakkelH 1 Takue rpynnbl, Kak ATIaHTUYECKUIA COBET, Oblnn
KrntoyeBbIMU Urpokamm B 060ux noBecTBoBaHMAX. bbino bbl
MarnoBepOSsITHO, ecnu 6bl Bpaxaa ®nuHHa, Bbi3BaHHas ero
rogamn B OB[], He noBnusana Ha ero nocrneayroLmne poccumnckue
ckaHganel B CMW, HekoTopkle M3 KOTOPbIX ObINY Ype3BbIHaNHO
Nnogo3puUTENbHbIMU.

Hanbonee npo3payHbiM Obin MHUKOEHT, npousoweaiimi B 2014
rogy B Kembpuoxckom yHMBepcuteTe ¢ yyactmem kaHanaarta
HayK no umeHu CeeTnaHa JloxoBa.

OTa uctopms Obina B HOBOCTSAX C KOHLIA MapTa, HO ee UMIOpT,
NoXoXe, YCKOSIb3HYIT OT aMepuKaHCKon ayautopun. Tam HeT
HMKaKoro cnocoba XXOoHrnmpoBaTb AeTansiMu, 4Tobbl caenaTtb 3TO
YTO-HNOYAb, KPOME NPUYYANNBON NPEAHAMEPEHHOW BbIAYMKM B
nonb3y npecchl.

HauyHeM ¢ Toro, 4To XypHanucTam U3 HECKOSTbKNX HOBOCTHbIX
opraHmsaumi no o6e CTopoHbl ATNAHTUKK, MOXOXE, cKkasanu, 4To
y ®rvHHa 6bIn poMaH, KOToporo y Hero He 6bino. Jloxosa
pacckasblBaeT, 4To xypHanuctel MSNBC cnpawwmsanu o
npegnonaraeMblX OTHOLLEHMAX, FOBOPS, YTO UM cooOLwmn
WMCTOYHWK B pa3Begke, 4To B LUPY «Bce 3HatT», YTO PrNHH UMen
aeno. [lpyrue raseTbl CBA3bIBANUCH C €€ Komnneramm u
Ha4yanbCTBOM, CrpallnBasi 0 ee CeKCyarnbHOWN XU3HMW.
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In any case, just a few weeks after calling Trump out about ISIS,
Morell became one of the first people to accuse Trump of being an
“‘unwitting agent” of Putin. (Oddly, about a half year after, just as
the Russiagate frenzy was taking off, Morell tried to pour cold
water on the furor. He said of collusion, there was “smoke, but no
fire, at all.”)

All of this is perhaps-tiresome but necessary background to the
Flynn story. Before Russiagate was a thought in anyone’s mind,
he aroused disdain in Washington over the Syria issue from the
very corners that would later accuse him of being part of a
conspiracy.

In fact, the Syria-dispute (dispute about Syria) battle lines would
go on to track almost exactly with Russiagate throughout, in
stories involving Flynn and not. Individuals like McCain and
groups like the Atlantic Council were key players in both
narratives. It would be improbable if the enmity Flynn generated
from his years in the DIA didn’t impact his later Russia-related
media scandals, some of which were extremely fishy.

The most transparent involved an incident in 2014 at Cambridge
University, involving a PhD candidate named Svetlana Lokhova.

This story has been in the news a bit since late March, but the
import of it seems to have eluded American audiences. There’s no
way to juggle the details to make it anything but a bizarre
intentional concoction for the benefit of the press.

To begin with, reporters from multiple news organizations, on both
sides of the Atlantic, appear to have been told Flynn had an affair
he did not have. Lokhova describes being asked by MSNBC
reporters about the alleged relationship, saying they had been told
by an intelligence source that in the CIA, “everyone knows” Flynn
had the affair. Other newspapers contacted her co-workers and
superiors, asking about her sex life.
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£ cBszancd ¢ YeTbipbMsi MHEOOPMAaLMOHHBIMW OpraHn3aLmnsamu,
4YTOObI CNPOCUTL, COOOLLMAN NN UM OdMUMANBbHbLIE UCTOYHUKN, YTO
y ®nunHHa 1 JloxoBon Obin pomaH. HUKTO He oTBETUN B OTYeTE, U
3TO BKNtoYaeT B cedbs Takne napaHus, kak Wall Street Journal,
KoTopble AENCTBUTENBHO OTBEYanu Ha Apyrne 3anpocsl.

NcTopusa He caenana raset, HO 6biny uctopun o Bu3nte GnnHHa B
kayectBe pykosoautend OB/ Ha cemuHap B Kembpuoxe B
despane 2014 roga, B Xo4e KOTOPOro OH sikobbl obpaTun
«CMmyLuaoLee» BHMMaHWe Ha JloxoBa Ha ouLManbHOM YXXUHE.

O6 atom ctano nssectHo B Wall Street Journal B Ha4ane 2017
roga nof 3arofloBKOM, B KOTOPOM YKa3sbIBanoch Ha TO, YTO
HEeAOCTONHbLIM (3aCny)XMBaOLLMM YNOMUHAHWS) HEAOCTONHbLIM
(rpexom) coobLLeHns Obino To, YTO PrIMHH HE PacKpbIiT KOHTAKT C
JloxoBon. _

«BbIBLUNI YMHOBHMK» cka3an raseTte, 4ytTo PnuHH, Kak oxuaaeTcs,
«yB€OOMUT YNHOBHUKOB O OObLIX KOHTaKTax C MHOCTpaHLUamu,
KOTOPbIX OH He 3Han», A4o6aBuB B LUMTATY, YTO Takue Noaun, Kak
®nunHH, «BHYLWWaOT, 4TO coobLyatoT o Nbom obHapyXeHHOM BaMu
aHoOMarnbHOM NoBEAEHUNY.

B nokymeHTe, ogHako, JobGaBneHo, YTo NpaBunia O Takmx
KOHTaKTax He ABNATCSH « Xere3HbiMn (6e3 NCKIIoYeHnn) », 1
untnpyet [aHa O'BpaneHa, HayanbHMKa OTAena no CBA3sM C
areHTcTBoM DIA, HegoyMmeHune, 4To 3T0 Bbin «aHOMAabHbINY
KOHTaKT. «HWYTO He NOAHANOCH 40 3TOr0 YPOBHSA», - CKasan
O'bpaiteH, koTopbIl ObINT TaM ¢, NO ero croBam, OKOSo ABaguaTK
acnupaHToB.

Bctpeva dnunHHa-IloxoBon Obina 6ecenon ¢ NATbLIO NabMN,
NPOAOSIKABLLENCSA OKOMNO NATHAAUATU MUHYT, MPOXOAMBLLIEN
ByKBanbLHO NO4 HOCOM Yy ABYX CBETWUN BpUTaHCKOro
passeblBaTenbHOro Mvpa: 6bislero weda Mu-6 capa Puvapaa
Ovpnosa n uctopuka Mn-5 Kpuctodepa 3Hgpto. Jloxosa 6bina
npurnaweHHbIM, NpeaBapuTernbsHO 04o06peHHbIM rocTeM, cuaena
PSAOM C ObIBLUMM rnaBon GpUTaHCKOW pa3BeaKu.

«Bce umeHa 6binv npeactasneHbl», - rosoput Jloxosa. «OB[
ObIN0 CKOMMPOBAHO ... Mlgest o ToM, 4To 06 3TOM He coobLLanocs,
abcypaHay.
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| contacted four news organizations to ask if they’d been told by
official sources that Flynn and Lokhova had an affair. None
answered on the record, and that includes outlets like the Wall
Street Journal that did respond to other queries.

The affair tale didn’t make the papers, but stories did run about
the visit Flynn made as DIA chief to a seminar at Cambridge in
February of 2014, in which he allegedly paid “disconcerting”
attention to Lokhova at an official dinner.

This came out in the Wall Street Journal in early 2017, under a
headline suggesting the newsworthy (worth reporting) impropriety
(sin) was Flynn’s failure to disclose the contact with Lokhova.

A “former official” told the paper Flynn was expected to “notify
officials about any contacts with foreigners he didn’t know,” adding
in a quote that people like Flynn are “indoctrinated to report any
anomalous behavior that you detect.”

The paper added, however, that rules about such contacts aren’t
“‘ironclad (without exceptions),” and quoted Dan O’Brien, chief of
the DIA’s liaison office, pooh-poohing the idea this was
“anomalous” contact. “Nothing rose to that level,” said O’Brien,
who was there, with, he said, about twenty graduate students.

The Flynn-Lokhova encounter was a five-person conversation
lasting about fifteen minutes, taking place literally under the noses
of two luminaries of the British intelligence world: former Mi6 chief
Sir Richard Dearlove and Mi5 historian Christopher Andrew.
Lokhova was an invited, pre-approved guest, sitting next to the
former head of British intelligence.

“Everyone’s names were submitted,” Lokhova says. “The DIA was
copied... The idea that this was unreported is absurd.”
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[anee B XypHarse roBopunocs, 4to Jloxosa cuaena psagom c
®nvHHOM (Ha camoMm ene oHa, KaxeTcsd, Oblna HanNpoTMB Hero,
pagom ¢ Joporon). B Hem umMTMpoBanack ctatbs npodgeccopa u
HacTaBHUKa JloxoBon QHAPIO, B KOTOPOW rOBOPUIIOCH, YTO OHa
nokasana ®riMHHy «3pOTUYECKYIO OTKPbITKY».

OTkpbiTKa WwyTka. OH 6bin nocnaH 6ernbiMm W.B.CtanuHa k fiancée
(NpegHasHayeHHas HeBecTa) CBOeMy Apyr , KOTopbin 6bl nomor
eMy 6exatb uarHanme B 1912 rogy B Hen, CTtanuH
NpuKMabIBaeTCA NnameHHbIn yxaxep n3 fiancée csoero apyra,
NPeAnonoXUTENbHO B NOMb3Y LLaPCKON OXpaHKU LUNNOHbI,
KoTopble 6yayT ero untaTb (JloxoBa 1 AHApPEN NONy4Ynnm
OTKPbITKY UMEHHO MOTOMY, YTO OHa Bbina gakTnyeckm
nepexsayeHa u coxpaHeHa B opuLmanbHbIX apxmBax).

CTanuH 3akoH4Mn OTKPbITKY C HaANUCbIo: «A Lenyto Tebs ropsvo
(npocTo nouenyesB HeQOCTaTOYHO)». PasMbllNeHnUs O CTanMHCKNX
nouenysax He MEHSAT 3POTUYECKUI HEPB, HO BCE 3TO BbINUMOCH B
NPMMaHKy B ne4aTtHoOM Buae.

Ha Bonpoc o xypHarne xypHan oTBeTUN:

HuyTo B MCTOpMM XXypHana He MOXeT ObITb NPOYMUTaHO, YTOObI
nNpPeanonoXnTb, YTo r-xa JloxoBa 6bina LNMoHOM. BmecTo 3Toro
cTaTbsl B XypHane npeacrtasnsana cobon npsimoe coobuieHne ob
03abo4YeHHOCTU crnegoBaTtenen Tem, YTo ®nuHH He cmor
COOBLNTD MUHNCTEPCTBY OOOPOHBI O CBOEM B3aMOAENCTBUN C
YKEHLLMHOW C ABONHBLIM BPUTAHO-POCCUNCKUM FPaXKaaHCTBOM,
HECMOTPSA Ha CITOXMBLUYHOCS MPaKTUKY.

HukTO B Nnpecce H1korga He ynomuHancs o6 3Tom B TO BpeMs,
korga ato npousowsio B 2014 rogy, korga ®nuHH BCe eLle
ocTaBarncs O4HMM M3 rMaBHbIX PYKOBOAUTENEN pa3BeaKm
Amepukun. Ha camom fene, HEACHO, Korda 3To BNepBble BO3HUKIO
Kak npobnema. ®nnHH, NOXoxe, NnpoLuen nposepky 6e3onacHoOCTy
nocne Toro yxuHa. lNporaet novtn Tpu roga, npexae 4em
BO3HWKHYT OMaceHns no noBoAy 3TOM BCTPEYU B TPEX pasHbIX
pacckasax.
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The Journal piece went on to say Lokhova sat next to Flynn (she
actually seems to have been across from him, next to Dearlove). It
quoted an article by Lokhova’s professor and mentor, Andrew,
saying she’d shown Flynn an “erotic postcard.”

The postcard is a joke. It was sent by a fugitive Joseph Stalin to
the fiancée (intended bride) of a friend who’d helped him escape
exile in 1912. In it, Stalin pretends to be an ardent suitor of his
friend’s fiancée, presumably for the benefit of

Tsarist Okhrana spies who'd be reading it (Lokhova and Andrew
got the postcard precisely because it was in fact intercepted and
retained in official archives).

Stalin ended the postcard writing, “I kiss you h-h-hotly (just kissing
isn’t enough).” Thinking about Stalin kissing doesn’t tweak the
erotic nerve for me, but it all came off as a honeypot come-on in
print.

Asked about the piece, the Journal replied:

Nothing about the Journal's story can fairly be read to suggest that
Ms. Lokhova was a spy. Instead, the Journal's article was a
straightforward report about investigators’ concern that Mr. Flynn
failed to report his interaction with a woman of dual British-
Russian citizenship to the Department of Defense, despite
established practice.

Nobody in the press was ever called about this at the time it
happened in 2014, when, after all, Flynn was still one of America’s
top intel chiefs. In fact, it's not clear when it first came up as an
issue. Flynn seems to have passed a security review after that
dinner. It would be nearly three years before concerns about the
encounter spilled out, in three different narratives.
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KypHanucTbl cHa4ana pacckasbiBany UCTOPUKN O MPOUCLLECTBUSX,
3aTeM pacckasbiBanu ®nnHHy, YTO He COOBLLMMN O KOHTaKTe, a
3aTeM, HaKOHELL, ckasanu, YTo npobnema - 3To ouumansHoe
npeaynpexaeHve, Kotopoe 6bio «nepegaHo» aMepuKaHCKUM
BHacTsaM 00 MHUMAEHTe.

B aTon nocnegHen nrepauumn nctopmm Obino ckasaHo, 4To ABa
YyenoBeka Oblnv «BCTPEBOXEHbI» U «CMYLLIEHbI» «KaXKyLLencs
©nmn3ocTbioy, KOTOpyo PriMHH Nokasarn B 3TOM
NSTHagLATUMUHYTHOM rpynnoBom pasrosope: [dupnos, n CtedaH
Xannep, npogeccop 1 CNOHCOP ceMuHapa Mo passBeake B
Kembpuoke. k1o 6b1n B Npouecce Ny6riMyHOro 13roXeHus
(noeHTudmumnporaHHein) kak nHgopmatop ®bP, korga ata
ncTopusi cnomanaco.

"oBopsAT, uTo Xannep n OQupnys gymanu, 4to OnnHH, BO3MOXHO,
Oblna «CKOMNPOMETMpPOBaHa POCCUNCKON pa3BeaKon» U3-3a
BHMMaHus, yaensemoro JIoxoBon, XoTa oHa paboTana B TECHbIX
Kpyrax co ctTapLmnmmn BeTepnuHapamy OpUTaHCKOWN pasBeaKkm
(BeTepaHamu) B Te4EHME MHOMUX NET, 4O U nocne «cbusatoLero ¢
TONKy» HUnaeHT

Ecnu y kakoro-nn6o n3 DIA, Dearlove unu Kem6pugxckoro
yHuBepcuteTta bl npobnemsl ¢ JloxoBon, y HUX 6bin 3a6aBHbIN
cnocob nokasaTb 3710. bonee roga nocne atoro JloxoBa
npogosKana npurnawaTbCs Ha BbICOKOMOCTABIEHHbIE
OOIMKHOCTN C y4acTuem npeacrasuTenen passeiku, B TOM Yucne
N amepuKaHLeB.

Hanpumep, 1 masa 2015 roga anpektop CemmHapa no passeke B
Kembpnoke oTnpasun aneKTpoOHHOE NMMCbMO, B KOTOPOM OH
©ecnokounncs o npeacTosiLeM BU3UTE HOBOro HavanbHuka OB/
O6ambl reHepana BuHcenTa CTioapTa.

«K coxaneHnuto, Hu 9, H1 Kpyc SHApto, H1 cap Pudapa Onpnos He
OyoyT B TOT AeHb B KeMBpuaxe (Mnun B CTpaHe), NO3TOMY Y Hac
ecTb npobnemay, - Hanucan ampektop. Obpawasck k JloxoBown u
APpYrMm acnupaHTaMm, rnaea ceMuHapa Bblpasur Hagexay, 4To
BCE OHU «BCTPETATCA C reHepanom CTioapTomy, 4Tobbl «y3HaTb,
Hag YeM paboTaeT KaxKablin N3 Bac».

«lMnoxow WNMOHCKMI poMaHy, - cka3ana MHe Jloxosa. «HWKTO He
KYNuT 3TOT POMaH».
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Reporters were first pitched tales of an affair, then told Flynn failed
to report the contact, then finally told the problem was an official
warning that was “passed” to American authorities about the
incident.

In this last iteration of the story, two people were said to be
“alarmed” and “disconcerted” by the “apparent closeness” Flynn
showed in that fifteen-minute group conversation: Dearlove, and
Stefan Halper, the professor and Cambridge Intelligence Seminar
sponsor who was in the process of being publicly outed (identified)
as an FBI informant when this story broke.

Halper and Dearlove were said to have thought Flynn may have
been “compromised by Russian intelligence” because of the
attention paid to Lokhova, even though she worked in close
guarters with senior British intelligence vets (veterans) for years,
before and after the “disconcerting” incident.

If any of the DIA, Dearlove, or Cambridge University had concerns
about Lokhova, they had a funny way of showing it. For more than
a year after, Lokhova kept being invited to high-level functions
with visiting intelligence officials, Americans included.

On May 1, 2015, for instance, the Cambridge Intelligence Seminar
director sent a group email worrying about the coming visit of
Obama’s new DIA chief, General Vincent Stewart.

“Unfortunately, neither myself, Chris Andrew nor Sir Richard
Dearlove will be in Cambridge (or in the country) that day, we thus
have a problem,” the director wrote. Addressing Lokhova and
other grad students, the Seminar head hoped they would all “meet
with General Stewart” to “discover what each of you is working

on.

“A bad spy novel,” Lokhova told me. “Nobody would buy this
novel.”
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"oBOpAT, 4TO Xannep He nogarn xanoby cam. 3To yyeTHas
3anucbk New York Times ot mada 2018 roga: _

NcTovHUK Gbin BCTPEBOXEH O4EBUAHON BNN30CTLIO reHepana kK
PYCCKOM >XEHLLMHE, KOTOpasi Takke NpucyTcTBOBana.
Ob6ecnokoeHHOCTb Bblna AOCTaTOMHO CUMBHON, K 3TO NOByANNo
APYroro Yyenoseka nNpeaynpeanTb aMepukaHcKkMe BNacTu O TOM,
41O MucTep PNIMHH MOXET BbITb CKOMMNPOMETUPOBAH ...

Ecnn Xannep 6b151 PEP, 1 oH 6bin «BCTPEBOXEHY, NOYEMY
«OpYroMy 4ernoBeKy» HYXXHO ObINo caenatb npegynpexaeHne?

OT0 MOXeET BbITb NOTOMY, YTO OH Aaxe He Obln Ha obene, o
KOTOpoM uaeT peyb. o kpanHen mepe, 1 He cMor NoATBEPAUTb,
YyTO OH ObINT TaM. Ecnn Obl OH ObIN, OH, KaXeTcs, He Obin B
npeaenax CribILUMMOCTM NeYvanbHO N3BECTHOro pasroBopa,
cornacHo J1oxoBow 1 OQ4HOMY ApYroMy UCTOYHUKY.

Kpome Toro, korga npousoLuno npegynpexaeHne? Noyemy oH He
npuwen B koHue 2016 n Hauane 2017 roga, korga Financial
Taumc , Wall Street Journal , To BawuHemoH Post n gpyrune
HOBOCTHbIE BbIMyCKM Obinn BCe Nofy4aTb 3BOHKM M3
odoumumanbHbIX UICTOYHMKOB 06 aToM 06ene?

lMpecca ecTeCTBEHHO OTBETMNA Ha BCE 3TO 3peribiM ClOCOOOM.
MSNBC netom 2018 roga Bkioyun Mankonbma HaHca , ckasas,
4TO PNNHH «BO3MOXHO, UMEN KOHTaKT C POCCUNCKMM odomLLepOM
passegkn» B Kembpumxke. HaHc Takke Hanucan B TBUTTEpE, YTO
®nnHH 66N « NonmaH B NpumaHke PCH ».

HeT HuMkakux gokasaTenbcTB Toro, 4to JloxoBa korga-nmbo
gonpalimBanach KakuMmn-nmbo Bnactamu unu nogo3pesarnach B
Kaknx-nmbo passeabiBaTenbHbIX CBA3AX. OHa, KaxeTcs, NPOCTO
3THUYECKN PYCCKUIA YeroBeK, KOTopbIn obwancsa ¢ ®rnHHOM.
[MoyeMy KTO-TO JOMMKEH NblTaTbCs NPeBpaTUTbL CBOU
B3aMMOLENCTBUS C HEWN B 3arofioBOK, MO MEHbLLEN Mepe, CTOMb
Xe 3acnyXmBaeT OCBeLLeHUd B rnpecce, Kak n camo
B3aMMOOeNCTBME.
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Halper is said not to have made the complaint himself. This is
the New York Times account, from May, 2018:

The source was alarmed by the general’s apparent closeness with
a Russian woman who was also in attendance. The concern was
strong enough that it prompted another person to pass on a
warning to the American authorities that Mr. Flynn could be
compromised...

If Halper was FBI, and he was the one “alarmed,” why did
“another person” need to make the warning?

It might be because he was not even at the dinner in question. At
least, | haven’t been able to confirm that he was there. If he was,
he doesn’t seem to have been within earshot of the infamous
conversation, according to Lokhova and one other source.

Moreover, when did the warning happen? Why didn’t it come up in
late 2016 and early 2017, when the Financial Times, the Wall
Street Journal, the Washington Post and other news outlets were
all getting calls from official sources about this dinner?

The press naturally responded to all of this in mature fashion.
MSNBC in summer 2018 had Malcolm Nance on, saying Flynn
“‘may have had contact with a Russian intelligence officer” at
Cambridge. Nance also tweeted that Flynn was “caught in an FSB

honeypot.”

There’s no evidence Lokhova was ever interviewed by any
authorities or suspected of any intelligence links. She appears to
be just an ethnically Russian person who interacted with Flynn.
Why anyone would go through the trouble of trying to make his
interactions with her into a headline seems at least as newsworthy
as the interaction itself.
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CnycTs rogbl nocne aTon «cmylLarowen» Bctpeydn ¢ PrMHHOM
JloxoBa, KOTOpbI HUKOrAa He oblarca ( He obuiarncs ) ¢
Xannepom n He nbun (He nbun) ero, 6biN NpUrnaweH Ha YXXUH
C XannepoMm u ero xeHown. NpurnawueHne npuwsio no
3NEKTPOHHON NoYTe oT DHApto B AHBape 2016 roga:

Yeaxxaemass CeemnaHa ...

Cmedab u Jlesnu Xarnnep pewurnu rnoyxuHams 8
[ompedakmuposaHo] 8 cy6b6omy 20 chesparis, noamomy,
rnoxarsiyticma, ocmasbme amy damy ceo600HOU U
rpucoeduHslimeck K Ham

C HaunnyYwumMu noxenaHusiMu
Kpuc

NoxoBa HacTanBana Ha TOM, YTO NpUrnalleHe «He AokasbiBaeT
HMUYero, KPOMe CTPaHHOro B TO BpeMsi». TeM He MeHee, yuuTbiBast
AesTenbHOCTb Xanbnepa B TOM Xe rogy, 3T0 CTPaHHO.

PaccnepoBaHue «YparaHa nepekpecTHOro orHs» oguumanbHoO He
Ha4anocb 40 KOHLA WIoNs TOro e roga. Ho nsBecTtHo, 4To
Xannep Brepsble obLancs ¢ Kaptepom MNengxem Ha
KOHdbepeHLUnn B AHMUKM 3a Mecal, 40 3Ton AaTbl. OTO 00bIMHO
nnbo BoobLle He 06bACHAETCSA B COOBLLEHMSX Npecchl, Mnbo
006bACHAETCS KaK, BO3MOXHO, OTHOCSALLMECS K KaKOMYy-Nnbo
APYromy paccrniefoBaHuto.

Washington Monthly npeanonoxuna, 4To B HacTosLlee BpeMs
npoBoauTcs paccnegoBaHue Nengxa, cBsszaHHoe ¢ 6onee
paHHEN NONbITKOM TPeX OCYXXAEHHbLIX POCCUMCKMX LUMNOHOB
3aBepboBaTb ero. Takum obpasom, y xxypHanucta (kypHana) He
ObIN10 NPUYKH, YTOBbI «CTaBUTb N0 COMHEHME Nobyto
JeaTenbHOCTb [Xannepa)] kak HeymecTHyo». MNoyemy xe Xannep
xoTen 6kl noroBopuTh € JIOXOBOW B Havarne Toro e roga, oygyyum
Tak 00eCnokoeH etn?
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Years after this “disconcerting” encounter with Flynn, Lokhova,
who had never socialized (met socially) with Halper and disliked
(did not like) him, was invited to dinner with Halper and his wife.
The invite came via an email by Andrew in January of 2016:

Dear Svetlana...

Stef and Lezlee Halper have opted for dinner at [redacted] on Sat
20 Feb, so please keep that date free and join us

best wishes
Chris

Lokhova insisted the invite “does not prove anything other than it
was strange at the time.” Still, given Halper’s activities later that
year, it's odd.

The “Crossfire Hurricane” investigation didn’t officially begin until
the end of July of that year. But it's known Halper first
communicated with Carter Page at a conference in England over
a month before that start date. This is usually either not explained
at all in press reports, or explained as possibly pertaining to some
other investigation.

Washington Monthly suggested there was an ongoing probe of
Page related to an earlier attempt by three convicted Russian
spies to recruit him. As such there was “no reason” the mag
(journal) could see to “question any of [Halper’s] activities as
inappropriate.” Why however would Halper want to talk with
Lokhova earlier that year, after being so concerned about her?
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[Be gpyrmne nctopun ®nunHHa OblNM MeHee 04EeBUAHO CMELLHbI, HO
BCe k€ 0OpPMIeEHbI CTPaHHbIMK criocobamu. NevanbHo
n3BeCTHbIN BN3UT OnnHHa B Poccunio B aekabpe 2015 roaa, koraa
OH cuaen psgoM ¢ Bnagnmmnpom MyTrHbIM, Obin ceHCauMoHHbIM
npegMeToMm, nepegaHHbIM xxypHanuctam netom 2016 roga.
Cpenm npo4yero, OH 3aKOHYUINCS A0Cbe 3KC-LinMoHa Kpnctodepa
Ctuna.

Buaut dnnHHa B PT BbI3Ban MHOMo pasgupanuns ogexabl 1
B3pbiBa ronioB CMW. 310 6bin 0aMH U3 NYHKTOB AaHHbIX, KOTOPbIN
npueen K Tomy, 4To Anb ®PpaHkeH Npeanonoxun, 4tTo PrmHH
npegctaensn cobon «onacHocTb ansa Pecnybnukny.
MpennonaraeTcs, YTO packpbiTMe ot4yeTta Mionnepa o Tom, 4To
@nnHH y>xe Haxoausncs nog CrneacTBMeM «Ha OCHOBAHWUM ero
OTHOLLEHWNA C POCCUNCKMM NPaBUTENBCTBOMY», O YEM YXKE
YNOMUWHANOCh HECKOMBbKO pa3 paHee, NpeanosioKUTENbHO CBA3aHO
C 9TUM CODObITHMEM.

OTa uctopus Toxe nowuna no ctpaHHom gyre. Bckope nocne Toro,
Kak 9To cTano nybnmyHbiM cnopoM, agBokat dnvHHa, PobepT
KenbHep, 3asBun, 4to PnvHH «noapobHOo» NnponHdopMupoBan
DIA « oo u nocne » noe3gku B Poccuto. OToT 0TKas oT
OTBETCTBEHHOCTM BCKOPE Havyas NosBNATLCHA B HOBOCTSAX O
noesgke, KOTopble BonbLle POoKycMpoBanmcb Ha HECMOCOBHOCTH
coobwwuTb 06 onnare.

B mae 2017 roga AreHTCTBO BOEHHOW pa3Beakn NpoBerio
CEeKpeTHbIN BpnduHr o dnvHHe B CyaebHom komuTteTe CeHaTa. B
aBrycTe TorgawHui rnaea cyaebHon snactn CeHata Yak Mpaccnum
HanpaBun 3TO NMUCbMO C NPOCLOON pa3peLnTb paccekpevmBaTb
«KNHYEBYIO MHopMaLmio», npeacTasneHHyo OBl Bo Bpems
MancKoro B3anmogencTems, 4obasme, 4TO «nybnmyHoe
onybnukoBaHue He ByaeT NpeacTaBnNATb HUKAKOrO NOCTOSHHOIO
pucka onsa HaumoHanbHou 6e3onacHocTu» 1 6yaeTt «bbiTb B
00LLEeCTBEHHBIX MHTEpPECAXY.

PaccekpeunBaHme HMKOrga He NPOMCXOANNO0, HO Bbin, NO KpanHemn
mMepe, oanH goknag xoHa ConomoHa B The Hill, komopsid,
noxoxe, Hamekan Ha ero cogepxaHme. ConomoH ckasar, 4Yto
®nuvHH nmen obwupHble BcTpeun ¢ OB oo u nocne noesgku,
OpUUHIK, KOTOpble BKNOYaANM «OT ABYX 40 AEBATM COTPYAHMKOB
pasBenkuy N «aaBanu yMepeHHo nonesHy» MHpopMaumio. _
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Two other Flynn stories were less obviously ridiculous, but still
framed in odd ways. Flynn’s infamous December 2015 visit to
Russia, when he sat next to Vladimir Putin, was an oft-circulated
sensational item passed to reporters in the summer of 2016.
Among other things, it ended up in ex-spy Christopher Steele’s
Dossier.

Flynn’s RT visit caused much rending of garments and exploding
of media heads. It was one of the data points that led Al Franken
to suggest Flynn was a “danger to the Republic,” for instance. The
Mueller report’s disclosure that Flynn was already under
investigation “based on his relationship with the Russian
government,” which has been hinted at a few times previously, is
presumed to be connected to this event.

This story, too, followed a weird arc. Well after it became a public
controversy, Flynn's lawyer, Robert Kelner, made a statement that
Flynn “extensively” briefed the DIA “before and after” the Russia
trip. This disclaimer soon started appearing in news reports about
the trip, which focused more on the failure to report the payment.

In May 2017, the Defense Intelligence Agency gave the Senate
Judiciary Committee a classified briefing about Flynn. In August,
then-Senate Judiciary chief Chuck Grassley sent this letter asking
for permission to declassify “a key piece of information” presented
by the DIA in that May interaction, adding “public release would
not pose any ongoing risk to national security” and would “be in
the public interest.”

The declassification never happened, but there’s been at least
one report from John Solomon at The Hill seeming to hint at its
contents. Solomon said Flynn had extensive meetings with the
DIA before and after the trip, briefings that included “between two
and nine intelligence officials” and “produced moderately useful’
information.
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Bbina nu ato uctopusa o 03nobneHHom, roriogHOM Ha AeHbrv
6biBlem OB, npogasaswemcs Bnagumupy MyTuHy, unm o
YMHOBHUKE U3 MUPa, rAe Ha CamMOM [erne HUKTO He yXoauT Ha
MEHCMIO, KOTOPbIA OTNPAaBUIICH B YTBEPXAEHHYIO NOE3/KY C Lienblo
yCTaHoOBNeHUs hakToB?

Moaxoas k wabnoHy, cHadana 6bina packpbiTa camas rHycHas
BEpPCUs 3TOM UCTOPUN, B TO BPEMS KaK YCNOXHAOLWMECS aeTanm
npocaynmBanmncb Nocre Toro, Kak 3aroyioBKK yxxe obneTtenu 3emro
HECKONbKO ThICAY pa3. ATO 03Ha4aro, 4To uctopus 6bina Gbl
ckopee LwapoM ansa npbikka (Morna 6bl NpoM3onTH B N060M
cny4yae), ecnv Obl Bce ObINO NpeacTaBneHo cpasy, a BMECTO
3TOro CTarno NPoKnATLEIM (0OBUHAKLLMM) 3NIEMEHTOM
NoBECTBOBaHUA O CroBOpeE.

To e camoe OTHOCUTCS U K cCaMOi paspyLUMTENbHON U3 UCTOPUIA
dnuHHa: pacckasy « BawuHemoH nocm» oT 12 aHBapa 2017 roga
Oasunga VrHaTtuns, B KOTOPOM NPOCOYMITUCE HOBOCTU O TOM, YTO
®dnnHH rosopun ¢ poccuinckum nocnom Cepreem Kncnsikom no
TenedoHy nocne Toro, kak O6ama seicnan (BsI6pocun)
poccunckux gunnomatos. Knoyeson npoxon;: _

Mo cnoBam BbICOKONOCTABMEHHOMO NpeacTaBuTens
npasutensctea CLUA, OnnHH HECKONBKO pa3 3BOHWUI Nocny
Poccun Cepreto Kucnaky 29 gekabp4, B AeHb, Korga
agMuHucTtpaums Obambl 06baBUNA 06 M3rHAHUKN 35 POCCUNCKNX
YMHOBHUKOB, a TaKke 0 APYrnx Mepax B OTBET Ha B3rioM (kpaxa
nHpopmaumm ¢ cepsepoB DNC - yero cenyvac poccusiHe, NOXoxe,
He gernann) . Yto ckasan ®nvMHH 1 NogopBarno fv 3TO CaHKUMK
CLUA? 3akoH o [loraHe (xoTs Tak U He BCTyNun B CUny)
3anpelyaet rpaxgaHam CLUA nepenuncky, HamepeBatoLyrocs
NOBMMATb HA UHOCTPAHHOE NPaBUTENBCTBO B OTHOLLEHUN
«cnopos» ¢ CLWA. Bbin nu HapyLueH ero gyx?

OT0 6bIfT MOHCTP MCTOPUN. ITO BLINO HEMANOBaXHO (HOPUANYECKU
MeHbLLIEe BCEro) Ans cogepXaHusa Takoro poga nepexsara,
KoTopbIn ByaeT nepefaH penoprepy.
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Was this a story about an embittered, cash-hungry ex-DIA selling
out to Vladimir Putin, or was it about an official from a world where
nobody ever really retires who went on an approved fact-finding
trip?

Fitting the pattern, the most nefarious version of this tale was
leaked first, while complicating details trickled out after headlines
had already circled the earth a few thousand times. This meant a
story that would have been more of a jump ball (could come down
either way) had everything been presented at once instead
became a damning (blaming) element of the collusion narrative.

Same goes for the most damaging of the Flynn stories: the
January 12, 2017 Washington Post story by David Ignatius, in
which news leaked that Flynn had spoken to Russian ambassador
Sergei Kislyak by phone after Obama expelled (threw out)
Russian diplomats. The key passage:

According to a senior U.S. government official, Flynn phoned
Russian Ambassador Sergey Kislyak several times on Dec. 29,
the day the Obama administration announced the expulsion of 35
Russian officials as well as other measures in retaliation for the
hacking (stealing information from DNC servers — which it now
appears the Russians did not do). What did Flynn say, and did it
undercut the U.S. sanctions? The Logan Act (though never
enforced) bars U.S. citizens from correspondence intending to
influence a foreign government about “disputes” with the United
States. Was its spirit violated?

This was a monster of a story. It was no small thing (legally least
of all) for the content of this kind of intercept to be given to a
reporter.
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Bonee Toro, oHO BbILWIIO Bonee nnn MmeHee OA4HOBPEMEHHO C
B3pbIBHOM nybnvkaunen gocbe CTunna, a Takke C COnyTCTBYIOLLEN
yTeuykomn nctopun o Tpamne, nepegaBaemMom OTHETY YEeTbIPbMS
pykoBoguTenamu passeaku. B aton cpeae niobas nctopms o
no6OM KOHTaKTe C pyCCKMM Bbirnsgena Kak B3pblIBHOE COObITUE B
Mupe.

WrHatui yacTb (razetHas crtatbs) Gbina cTpaHa B NaHWKE MoYTH
BCHO HOYb. cnonHsowmin 06513aHHOCTM reHeparibHOro Npokypopa
Cannu Weitc ckasana, 4To, no ee MHeHWo, PrMHH 6bin
«CKOMMPOMETMPOBAH».

Y10 dnnHH Ha camom gerne genan B Tex 3BoHkax ¢ Kucnsakom? B
KOHL{e KOHLIOB OH Npu3Han cebs BUHOBHBLIM B JIKM O ABYX BELLAX.

MepBoe npaBoOHapyLleHWe 3aKkno4anocb B TOM, YTO OH He
pasrnawan HopMaLmio 0 TOM, YTO OH MNOATONKHYN Apyrve
CTpaHbl BbICTYNUTb NPOTMB KPYMHOro rofiocoBaHnsa CoseTta
BesonacHoctn OOH, ocyxgatowero n3paunsibckmue noceneHusl.
Mo-Bnanmomy, oH nonpocun Kucnsika u gpyrme ctpaHbl
BbICTYMUTb NPOTUB UM OTNIOXUTb rONIOCOBaHME, KOTOPOE B
KOHEYHOM mTore npowsio (Npy aToM Bo3aepkanuck Tonbko CLLA).

[pyron nogcyeT 3aknoyancya B TOM, YToObl CkasaTb
cneposartensam: « He coBceM. A He NOMHIO OT0 He BbINo «HUYero
He Jenaw », Korga ero cnpocunu, rosopun nm oH Kncnsiky, 4tobbl
OH He y4YacTBOBasl B OTBETE «CUHMLA 3a 3yO» Ha npowanbHble
narHaHna bapaka O6ambl pOCCUNCKNX ANMNNTIOMATOB 3a
BMELLATENbCTBO B BLIOOPLI.

N3paunnbckas npobnema kaxeTcs 6onee cepbe3HOn, KaxyLlencs
MOMbITKOM NPOBECTM BHELLHIO MOMUTUKY 4O BCTYNNEHNS B
porkHocTb. Mo cnosam Mionnepa, JoHanbg Tpamn gaxe
no3BoHunN npesngeHTy Ermnta Abgene ®attax ac-Cucm 22
aekabps, He3agonro 4o Toro, kak ac-Cucu oTnoXxumn rofiocoBaHne
B OOH.

Ecnn 4to-To 1 aBngeTcqa HapyLlleHneM 3akoHa JloraHa, 3To Tak, HO
3TO HUKOr4a He 6bIno psagoM C OOLECTBEHHbIM CKaHA4anom, B
KoTopblv npespaTuncs npusbiB Kucnsgka. o cpaBHeHUIo ¢
rofiocoBaHMeM m3pannbTsaH yoeanTb Poccuto He CrnwKom oCcTpo
pearmpoBaTth Ha BbICBINIK/ KaXXeTCs OTHOCUTENbHO
He3Ha4nTeNbHLIM BONPOCOM, €CMN TOSbKO 3TO HE SBMSETCS
YyacTbto Bornee KpynHOro poccumMckoro 3arosopa. B nsonsaumm,
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Moreover, it came out more or less simultaneous to the explosive
publication of the Steele dossier, along with the accompanying
leaked tale of Trump being handed the report by four intel chiefs.
In this environment, any story about any contact with a Russian
seemed like a world-detonating event.

The Ignatius piece (newspaper article) had the country in a panic
almost overnight. Acting Attorney General Sally Yates said she
believed Flynn was “compromised,” for instance.

What did Flynn actually do in those calls with Kislyak? He
eventually pleaded guilty to lying about two things.

The first offense involved not disclosing he’d pushed other
countries to oppose a major U.N. Security Council vote
condemning Israeli settlements. Apparently, he asked Kislyak and
other countries to oppose or delay the vote, which eventually
passed (with only the U.S. abstaining).

The other count involved telling investigators “Not really. | don’t
remember. It wasn’t, ‘Don’t do anything,”” when asked if he’d told
Kislyak not to engage in a “tit-for-tat” response to Barack Obama’s
parting expulsions of Russian diplomats for election interference.

The Israeli issue seems more serious, a seeming effort to conduct
foreign policy before taking office. According to Mueller, Donald
Trump even called Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi on
December 22, just before al-Sisi postponed the U.N. vote.

If anything is a Logan Act violation, it’s that, but this was never
near the public scandal the Kislyak call turned into. Compared to
the Israeli vote, convincing Russia not to overreact to expulsions
seems like a relatively minor issue, unless it's part of a larger
Russian conspiracy. In isolation, how nefarious would that call
have been? Even Ignatius, in his Post piece, wrote:
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HaCKOJTbKO FHYCHbIM Obin1 6bl 3TOT Npu3bIB? Laxe WrHatui B
CBOEM 10CMe NULLET:

Ecnu koHTakTbl KOMaHabl Tpamna noMornm oTroBOPUTbL POCCUSH
OT OTBETHOrO yaapa, BO3MOXHO, 3TO XOPOLLO. HO Mbl AOMXKHbI
3HaTb haKThbl.

Uepes yeTblpe gHA nocne nHayrypaumm Tpamna OnunHH Obin
ponpowweH OEP B benom gome. AreHTbl onncanm ero Kak «
paccnabneHHoro 1 LWyTMBOro », Koraa OHW NOCTyYanu, aaxe
NPeAnoXunB UM «HEBONbLLYIO SKCKYPCUIO» NO OKPECTHOCTAM €ro
oduca B 3anagHom Kpbine. 3Ta cueHa npuiygnmea co BCEX
CTOPOH. [NoHumaHue mozo, YTo ®BP npuwio npsamo K ero koze
(ArLam, KamHsAM) B TOT MOMEHT, KaXKeTCa HEMbICIIUMbIM,
0COBEHHO ANl YernoBeka, Ybs skoObl paboTa Obifia NnapaHoOMKOM
oT umeHn CoeanHeHHbIx LTaToB.

Bckope nocne aTtoro, B 0TBET Ha 3anpoc CyaebHoro komuteTa o
cTeHorpamme 3BoHka ®nuHHa, TorgawHnn gupektop PP
[bxenmc KoMy BMeCTO 3TOro fIMYHO NPoMHGOPMUpPOBan KOMUTET.

B aTom 6pudbunHre oH onmcan obcTosaTenbLCTBa 3BOHKOB U3
[omMunHmkaHckon Pecnybnmkn Bo Bpemst oTnycka (CrmwKom
TpyaHoro?) ®nuHHa B Kucnsk B koHue aekabpsa 2016 roga v gan
BrevyaTneHne areHTam-crnegoBaTenisM, YTO OHU «He BUAenu
HUYEro, YTo 3acTaBIIANO UX BEPUTL [OH ObIN | nexa »B CBOEM
NHTEPBBbIO.

®nnHH NpmsHan cebs BUHOBHBIM B ik PBP 06 3TuX KOHTaKTax.
Ho 310 He 3akoH4uno geno ans scex. CynebHbin kommuteT CeHaTa
npoAorkan 3anpalwuvsaTbe CTEHOrPaMMbl 3BOHKOB, B LIENsX
cpaBHeHus. MMHUCTEpPCTBO tocTuumMm B nuue Poga PoseHLiTenHa
Npoaoskano oTkasblBatbecs . Bropoe nncemo Mpaccnu
PoseHLwTertHy no 3ToMy BOnpocy npMMedaTtenibHo. 3TO NoYTH
nanaraet mgeto, 4To caenka ®nmMHHa o NPU3HaHUN BUHbI HE
COOTBETCTBYET (haKTMYeCKMM o0bCTosATENLCTBAM Aena:
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If the Trump team’s contacts helped discourage the Russians from
a counter-retaliation, maybe that’s a good thing. But we ought to
know the facts.

Four days after Trump was inaugurated, Flynn was interrogated
by the FBI in the White House. Agents described him as “relaxed
and jocular” when they came knocking, even offering to give them
a “little tour” of the area around his West Wing office. This scene
is bizarre from every angle. To be unaware the FBI was coming
straight for his cohones (eggs, stones) in that moment seems
unthinkable, especially for a man whose ostensible job was to be
paranoid on behalf of the United States.

Shortly after that, in response to a Judiciary Committee request for
a transcript of the Flynn call, then-FBI director James Comey
instead briefed the committee in person.

In this briefing he described the circumstances of calls made from
the Dominican Republic by the vacationing (too hard?) Flynn to
Kislyak in late December 2016, and conveyed the impression of
investigating agents that they “saw nothing that led them to
believe [he was] lying” in his interview.

Flynn did go on to plead guilty to lying to the FBI about those
contacts. But that didn’t end the matter for everyone. The Senate
Judiciary Committee kept on asking for the transcripts of the calls,
for comparison purposes. The Department of Justice, in the
person of Rod Rosenstein, kept refusing. Grassley’s second letter
to Rosenstein about this issue is remarkable. It all but spells out
the idea that Flynn’s plea deal doesn't fit the actual facts of the
case:
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KoHrpecc n amepukaHckMin Hapog, OOSMKHbI 3HaTb O NOObIX TakMX
HECOOTBETCTBUSIX, KOTOPbIE MOTYT CyLLecTBoBaTb. KOHrpecc
AOMXKEH cam yBMAETb OCHOBOMOMNarawwue gokasaTenbcrea, a He
NPOCTO BbIBOAbI O JOKa3aTeNbCTBaX, KOTOPbIE MPOKYPOPbI 1
006BMHSIEMBIV COrnacunmncb NyGnmnyHoO onucaTtb.

OTOT cnop Bce elle NpoaomkaeTcsl, OAMH U3 psiaa ropbKNx
apryMeHToB, KOTOpble pa3pasunucb no aTomy geny. B yem 3gecb
npo6rnema? Mbl, BEpPOATHO, HE Y3HAeM 40 Tex nop, noka
OOKYMEHTbI He ByayT oGHapoaoBaHbI.

Camas cKpeHHss (OeNCTBUTENBbHO paspyLunTeNbHas) CTOPUs O
®dnunHHe, nosiBMBLLIASCS 3a 3TO Bpemsi, Obina He o Poccuu, a o
Typuun. 8 Hoabpsa 2016 roga, GnuHH onybnmkoBan 0030pHbLIV B
The Hill noa Ha3BaHneM « Halu coto3Huk TypLus HaxoauTcs B
KpU3uce 1 Hy>kaaeTcsi B Hallen Nogaepikke .»

B aTon ctaTbe Typeuku cesawweHHocnyxutens etxynnax lMoneH
OCYXOEH Kak pagukanbHbIA MCNaMUCT N «TypeLlkuin 6eH JlageH».
®nuvHH 3asaBun, 4to MNoNeH CTosN 3a NOMbITKOW rocyAapCTBEHHOro
nepesopoTa B utone 2016 roga, n 3aasun, 4to CoegMHEHHbIE
LLTaTbl AOMKHBI OTKa3aTb eMy BO Bbe3fe.

@nnHH, KaXXeTcd, MONy4Ynn CBOM PasroBOpbl OT ABYX MY>KUMH,
KOTopble BNocneacTsmm obinu 06BMHEHLI B HapyLlieHnun FARA |
3aKkoHa 0 Io66bmpoBaHMM MHOCTPAHHOIO BANSHUSA. ONUHHY He
npeabsaBneHo 06BMHEHME, N OH SIBMIIETCS NPOCTO «NnuoM A» B
0OBUHUTENBHOM 3aKntodeHUn. [NpumeyaTensHo, YTO B
006BUHUTENBHOM 3aknoyeHn OnnHHa No Apyromy Aeny,
CcBs3aHHOMY C Poccuen, yOMUHATCA «CYLLLECTBEHHO NOXHbIE
3asaBNeHusi», KOTopble, Kak OH roBopun, 6NN caenaHbl B
OoTHoweHun Typumn. Novemy eMy He npeabaBneHo 06BUHEHNE MO
aeny Typunn?

Bo MHOrmx uctopusx, Takux kak ®nvHH, durypmpyet o6BuHeHe B
HeHagnexallen poCCUICKOM CBS3M, 3a KOTOPOW criegyeT
WHTEHCMBHOE paccrneaoBaHue, 3a KOTOPbIM CreauT 3a TeM, YToObI
nccnegyemas dpurypa nexana unu cnotbikanacb npu gonpoce,
BbI3blBas HOBbIE 3arofioBKMN 1 BornbLUe paccrenoBaHuii.
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Congress and the American people to be aware of any such
inconsistencies that may exist. Congress needs to see the
underlying evidence itself, not merely the conclusions about the
evidence that prosecutors and a defendant have agreed to
describe publicly.

This dispute remains ongoing, one of a number of bitter
arguments that have broken out about this case. What is the issue
here? We probably won’t know unless and until the documents
are made public.

The most genuinely damning (truly damaging) story about Flynn
that came out during this time was not about Russia, but Turkey.
On November 8, 2016, Flynn published an Op-Ed in The

Hill called “Our Ally Turkey is in Crisis and Needs Our Support.”

The piece denounced Turkish cleric Fethullah Gllen as a radical
Islamist and “Turkey’s bin Laden.” Flynn claimed Gilen was
behind a July 2016 coup attempt, and said the United States
should deny him entry.

Flynn seems to have gotten his talking points from two men who
were subsequently charged with violating FARA, the foreign-
influence lobbying law. Flynn has not been charged, and is merely
“Person A” in the indictment. Notably, the indictment of Flynn in
the other, Russia-related case mentions “materially false
statements” he was said to have made about Turkey. Why has he
not been charged in the Turkey case?

The pattern in a lot of the stories like Flynn’s is an accusation of
an improper Russian connection, followed by an intense
investigation, followed by the investigated figure lying or stumbling
under questioning, spurring more headlines and more
investigation.
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Ho, B kOHLe KOHLOB, Mbl YacTo 0bHapyXmnBaem, 4To Npu4MHa
paccnenoBaHus, B NepBYyHO ovepenb, COMHUTENbHA UK, No
KparHen mepe, owmnboyHa, cama obepHyTa obmaHoM nnm
Ny6nMYHBIMU UCKaXXEeHUsIMW, NpeBpaLlas 3T0 B M’MraHTCKUN
Gecnopsaok U3 KypyHbIX SIUL: KTO Jiran nepBbiM, criegoBaTenm
unu cnegosaTenu?

OAavH KOHKpeTHbIM BbiBOA U3 oTyeTa Mionnepa cocTouT B TOM,
YTO, YTO Obl HXN MPOMCXOANNO B KAXOOM U3 3TUX OTAENbHbIX
Ccny4yaeB, B KOHLLE KOHL,OB OHW OKa3anucb He CBA3aHbl UK, No
KpanHen mepe, He cBs3aHbl ¢ 3aroBopom ¢ Poccuen no
BMeLLaTeNbCTBY B BbIOOPLI.

Ho 6binun nn oHM cBa3aHbl kakum-1ubo obpasom? Kakne
AokKasaTenbCcTBa Korga-nubo cyectsoBanu, CBA3bliBasi BCe 9TU
pasHble anNn3o4bl U NepcoHaxu BmecTe - [Nengx, ManadopT,
Managonynoc, ®nuHH n gaxe Marikn Kanyto? B HeKoTopbIX 13
3TUX criyyaeB HesiCHO, Bbina nu korga-nnbo opuunansHas
poccunckas CBsi3b B KaKOW-NMbo CrieacTBEHHOWM KapTUHE, HO BCe
OHM OKa3asnucb B OOHON Ky4Ke.

Kak 1 B cnyyae ¢ JloxoBon, nges o ToM, 4TO BCE CBA3aHHbIE
TOYKM, Noxoxe, Obina npoeokaunen B CMA. MHorne n3 atmnx
nereHa Hadanuchk ¢ passBepTbiBaHNA paccregoBanus OBP Ha
cnywaHuax B Konrpecce 20 mapta 2017 roga ¢ ydactuem
[xenmca Komu, roe 4neHbl KoHrpecca n ux CBUAETENN 3HaNU 1
Oonblle, U MeHbLLIEe, YeM OHM AaBanu Ans Kkamep.
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But in the end we often find that the reason for investigating in the
first place is dubious or at least flawed, itself wrapped in
deceptions or public misrepresentations, making it a giant
chicken-egg mess: who lied first, the investigators or the
investigated?

The one concrete conclusion of the Mueller report is that whatever
was going on in each of these individual cases, in the end they
proved not to be related, or at least not related to a conspiracy
with Russia to interfere with the election.

But were they related in any way? What evidence ever existed
tying all of these disparate episodes and characters together —
Page, Manafort, Papadopoulos, Flynn, even Michael Caputo? In
some of these cases it's not clear there was ever an official
Russian connection anywhere in the investigative picture, yet they
all ended up lumped in the same pile.

Much like the episode with Lokhova, the notion that all of the dots
connected seems to have been as much as anything else a media
provocation. Many of these legends began with the rollout of the
FBI probe, in a March 20th, 2017 congressional hearing involving
James Comey — where members of congress and their witnesses
knew both more and less than they were letting on for the
cameras.
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6. PasBegbiBaTtensHoe coobwecTBo

HYy>XpaeTcs B yoopke poma

:xon bpennan u IIPY yTBep:xknaioT, 4To KM3HU OYAyT
NMOABEPIrHYTHI ONIACHOCTH, €CJIM UX padoTa Oyaer
paccekpedeHa. JTo onpasaaHue padoTaeTr TOJbKO TaK
MHOIO0 pa3

MatT Tanooum30 maa 2019 .

« Ecnn 6bl 9 ckasan Bam, Yto ' d gosmkeH youTb Bac .» OTo Obin

yCTaBLUM Non-Knuiwe tenyto BeyHocTb. Ewe B 2000 roay, korga
Apam Mapcua noneiTancs nonoxuts ero Ha MNannep MNMepabo B «
adkom koliome» , OHa 3acToHana: «9T0 OPUrMHANBHOY.
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6. The intelligence community needs a

house-cleaning

John Brennan and the CIA claim lives will be
endangered if their work is declassified. That excuse
only works so many times

Matt TaibbiMay 30, 2019

“f I told you, I'd have to kill you.” It's been a tired pop-cliché meme

for ages. Way back in 2000, when Adam Garcia tried to lay it on
Piper Perabo in Coyote Ugly, she groaned, “That’s original.”
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OH obpaTun rnasa pynoHos B Top Gun B 198 6. Bo3sBpallascs no
KpanHen mepe, nNoka, Mbl 3HaeM 3TO, Kak NpaBuio uUrHio , Koraa
KTO - TO rOBOPUT , YTO OHW AepXaT ApasHALLMA B TaHe OT Bac
Ons Bawuero e bnara.

BoiBLnn gupektop LUPY [xoH BpeHHaH cenvac cHUMaeT aToT
TPIOK, 1 Npecca CHOBa BOCMPUHUMAET ero BCcepbes, HECMOTPS Ha
ero JoKa3aHHyl HEHa4eXHOCTb.

Y BpeHHaHa crnoxHas uctopus mkm ansa nyénukm, Hanbonee
neyanbHO n3BecTHasi 0 KoMmnbloTepax LIPY, KoTopble COTPYAHUKN
CeHaTa ncnonb3oBanu ansa NoAroToBKM oTyeTa o nbiTkax. Korga
ero cnpocunu, npasga nu ato, LIPY wnnoHmMno 3a KoHrpeccom,
MOCKOJTbKY OHO OCYLLIECTBNANO HAA30pP 3a 3TUM areHTCTBOM,
BpeHHaH no4Tu 3akpbin ero cepaue. «HUYTO HE MOXET ObITb
Janblle OT UCTUHbI», - cka3an oH AHgpea Mutyenny Ha
naHenbHOWM ANCKYCCUK, Kavasa ronoBon. «Mbl 6bl 3TOro He
genanun!»

Y bpeHHaHa Bcerga 6binm kamHu. B komnbrotepHom gene CeHata
OH He orpaHu4mBan cebs BepHbIMU CITOBECHbBIMM
onpoBepxeHnamu. Nosxe ero LIPY Takke NOAroToBUIIO OTYHET,
oumaowmi cebs OT yNnoMsHyTOro «noTeHUManbHOro
HecaHKUMOHUpoBaHHoOro goctyna» kK Komutety CeHaTa no
passenke.

BpeHHaH Takke ogHaxapbl ckasarn, 4To B nporpamme ybuictea
0ecnnnoTHMKOB He ObIN0 HU OOHOW «NODOOYHON CMEPTU »;
yTBepxaan (KaxeTcs, HeTOYHO), 4To Ycama 6eH JlapeH
MCNoNb30Bas CBOK XEHY B KAYECTBE XMBOTO LLMTa NPU BCTpeYe C
MOPCKMMW KOTUKaMn (Mopsakamu cnewonepauun) ; n npeaocTaBus
HETOYHYIO MHCPOPMALMIO KOHIpeccy 00 ah(peKTMBHOCTM
paclUMpeHHbIX Nporpamm gonpocos LIPY (nbiTku) .

OH Takke 6bin gonpoLleH No MeHbLIEN Mepe ABaXdbl B Xoae
paccnegoBaHus ytedek. OguH U3 HMX Bbin CBA3aAH C UCTOPUEN
2012 roga. B 10T rog, 3a Hegento Ao 2- rogoBLWHbLI cMepTh 6eH
JTapeHna, npegctaesutens benoro goma ke KapHu ckasan:

Y Hac HeT JOCTOBEPHON UHOPMAaLIA O TOM, YTO
TeppopucTUYecKne opraHmsaumm, B Tom ymcne «Anb-Kavga,
nnaHupyoT HanageHns B CLUA B ¢BA3M € rogoBLLMHON CMepTU
OeH JlapeHa.
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It drew eye rolls in Top Gun in 1986. Going back at least that far,
we’ve known it’'s usually bullshit when someone says they're
keeping a tantalizing secret from you for your own good.

Former CIA director John Brennan is pulling this stunt now, and
the press is again taking him seriously, despite his proven
unreliability.

Brennan has an elaborate history of lying to the public, most
infamously about the CIA monitoring computers Senate staff were
using to prepare a report on torture. When asked if it were true the
CIA spied on congress as it was doing oversight of that agency,
Brennan all but covered his heart. “Nothing could be further from
the truth,” he told Andrea Mitchell in a panel discussion, shaking
his head. “We wouldn’t do that!”

Brennan has always had stones. In the Senate computer case, he
didn’t limit himself to making staunch verbal denials. His CIA also
later produced a report clearing itself of said “potential
unauthorized access” to the Senate Intelligence Committee.

Brennan also once said there had not been a “single collateral
death” in the drone assassination program; claimed (inaccurately,
it seems) that Osama bin Laden used his wife as a human shield
in his encounter with Navy Seals (special operations sailors); and
provided inaccurate information to congress about the efficacy of
CIA enhanced interrogation programs (torture).

He has also been questioned at least twice in leak investigations.
One involved a story from 2012. That year, a week or so before
the May 2 anniversary of bin Laden’s death, White House
spokesman Jay Carney said:

We have no credible information that terrorist organizations,
including al-Qaeda, are plotting attacks in the U.S. to coincide with
the anniversary of bin Laden's death.
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Moyemy agMuHUCTpauusa cgenana ato 6eccmbicneHHoe
3asBrieHue, He AcHO. 8-oro Mast AP BbINyCTU UCTOPUIO
6nokbacTtepa, onpoBepratoLlyto aTo. B goknage rosoputcs, 4to
CLUA TOnbKo 4TO NpegoTBpaTUiM TEPPOPUCTUYECKYIO aTaky,
NPUYypPOYEHHYI0 K rogoBLUnHe 6eH JlageHa, BTopon Bepcumn Tak
Ha3bIBAEMOr0O «CHOXXETa HWXKHEro 6enbsa».

YUtoObl packpyTuth (firatk) 3TO HecooTBeTCcTBUE, bpeHHaH
nonpocun rpynny roBopsiLiMx rosioB nobontatb N0 TENEeBU30pY.
BbiBKKM rmaea KnnHtoHa no 6opbbe ¢ Teppopuamom Pruyapa
Knapk 6151 0ogHMM 13 MHOrmX, kak coobwan bpenHaH, CLLUA
HWMKOrga He NoABepranncb ONacHOCTU, NMOCKOMbKY OHM
KKOHTPONUPOBANM CUTYaLMIO» BHYTPU CTPaHbI.

KnapK 3aKOH4MIN TeM, YTO CKasasl No TeNeBU30PY :

MpaeutenbctBo CLUA roBopuT, YTO OHO HMKOrAa He NOAXoAMIO
6n13Ko, MOTOMY YTO Y HUX Bblna nHcangepckas nHopmauus,
WHCaNOEPCKNIA KOHTPOJIb, YTO Nogpa3yMeBaeT, YTo Y HMX Obin KTO-
TO BHYTPU, KTO HE NO3BONUIT Obl 3TOMY CIYy4YMTbCS.

OTO NpMBENO K NOTOKY cTaten o Tom, YTo CoeanHeHHble LLTaThl
UMENN CBEPXLIEHHLIN (0COBEHHO LIEHHbLIN) YENOBEYECKUI
NCTOYHUK BHYTpY Anb-Kangbl Ha ApaBUNCKOM NOSTyOCTPOBE
(AKAI). AreHtctBO Reuters coobLiuno, 4to 6putaHckue
YMHOBHUMKM Cbirparniu CBOK Posib B ornepaumm 1 obinn «rnyoboko
OroOpY€EHbI» yTeYKaMu.

3Ta NcTopmsl 0 TOM, YTO LiEHHbIV YEeNOBEYECKUIA UCTOYHUK
packpbiBaeTcsi B CMW no YMCTO NOMMTUYECKUM NPUYMHAM, YTO
NPUBOAUT K BO3PAKEHUSIM MHOCTPaHHbIX NapTHEPOB MO NoBOAY
Hallel HeOCTOPOXHOCTK, I0IMKHA 3BYy4aTb 3HAKOMO B nocreaHue
Hepenw.

B npownyto natHuuy BpeHHan nocetun MSNBC, 4Tobbl
coobwmntb Kpncy Xeicy, uto nodasi nonbiTka paccekpeTntb
MHOopMaLMIO O MPOUCXOXAEHUN paccnenosaHna Tpamna u
Poccumn noctaBuT nog yrpo3y LieHHbIE UCTOYHUKM M NOCTaBUT Nog
Yrpo3y Haluu AparoLeHHble XXUAKOCTU opraHm3ama:
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Why the administration made this pointless claim is not clear. On
May 8th, the AP_came out with a blockbuster story refuting it. The
report said the U.S. had just thwarted a terror attack timed to the
bin Laden anniversary, a second version of the so-called
“‘underwear plot.”

To spin (lie about) that discrepancy, Brennan briefed a group of
talking heads to blab on TV. Former Clinton counter-terrorism
chief Richard Clarke was one of many reportedly told by Brennan
the U.S. was never in danger, because it had “inside control” of
the situation.

Clarke ended up saying on TV:

The U.S. government is saying it never came close because they
had insider information, insider control, which implies that they
had somebody on the inside who wasn’t going to let it happen.

This led to a spate of articles suggesting that the United States
had an uber-valuable (especially valuable) human source inside
al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP). Reuters said British
officials played a role in the operation and were “deeply
distressed” by the leaks.

That tale, of a valuable human source being revealed to the media
for purely political reasons, resulting in objections by foreign
partners about our indiscretion, should sound familiar in recent
weeks.

Brennan went on MSNBC last Friday to tell Chris Hayes that any
effort to declassify information about the origins of the Trump-
Russia investigation would place valuable sources at risk and
imperil our precious bodily fluids:
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0O3ab04eHHOCTb BbI3bIBAET TOT O4EHb, OYEHb LEHHbIA UCTOYHUK 1
mMeToAbl pa3BeabiBaTenbHoro coobuectea CLUA, a Takke Hawmx
NapTHEPOB M COK3HUKOB 3a pybexXoMm - Tex, KTO AennTcs 3Tomn
Ba)XHOW MHbopMaLmen ¢ Hamu.

MpenynpexaeHne bpeHHaHa nepeknukaeTca ¢ Apyrumm
HbIHELHMMUW 1 ObIBLULMMMW NPEeACTaBUTENSAMM Pa3BEaKM.

BbiBLIMM ncnonHsowmin o6sa3aHHocTy rnaebl LIPY Mankn Mopenn
ckasan, YTo 3TOT MfaH «NoTeHUManbHO ornaceH», 3asiBUB, YTO
TONbKO AuMpekTop HaunoHanbHoOW pa3seaku MMeeT NpaBo CyanTb
006 yulepbe «uctouHukam n metogam». lNonumuko pobasun 310
npeaynpexaeHve no cueHapuio (BblAeneHo Moe):

«HeT Hnyero, Hanpumep, UPY nnn AHB, koTopble oxpaHAloT
Gonee peBHMBO, YeM UCTOYHUKN U MeTOoAbI», - ckasan Jlappu
Mdpanddep, 32-neTHUIN BeTepaH pasBeakn, KOTOPbIN 3aHUMarn
OOIMKHOCTb HavanbHUKa Wwraba anpektopa LIPY Marikna
XenpgeHa. «3T10 He runepbona (npeyesenuyeHne), YTobbl ckasaThb,
4YTO Ha KapTy NOCTaBMIEHbI XKU3HU ».

BepHyswnce 8 MSNBC, Xeinc npeanoxun nocnywHoe
BCTYMNJSIEHNE K NHTEPBLIO CO CBOMM Kosineron no MSNBC
(>KypHanucTbl 6onbLue He B3gparnBatoT, Koraa Aensitcst 3upHbIM
BPEMEHEM WM NPOCTPAHCTBOM B KOJIOHKaX C NpeacTaBUTENsiMy
pasBenku, Tenepb 310 06bI4HOE ABneHne B cpeae CMU). B Hem
OH onucan aswmxeHue Tpamna no paccekpeunBaHuio maTepmanos
paccnefoBaHus Kak « aHTuriybokyo (MOCTOSAHHYH BopoKpaTuio)
nponaraHanCTCKy OEeATENbHOCTD ».

Mo cnoeam Xewc, NnonbiTka pacCekpeTuTb 3Ty MHpopmaumto Obina
«OrPOMHOM caenkon B mupe cneucnyxb». OH HacTanBan Ha ToM,
4YTO eJMHCTBEHHas NpuyMHa, No KoTopon Tpamn gaet bunny
Bappy paspeLueHne konaTbCs B COKPOBULLHULIE cekpeToB LIPY,
3akroyaeTcsl B TOM, YTObBbl «B OCHOBHOM AaTb LLoHy XaHHUTYK
Martepuvan ans ero TeneLwoy».

3TO MOXET nokasaTbCs HENOMMYHbLIM Ans rofy6oi ayauTopum, HO
TOT (paKT, YTO paccrneaoBaHne MOXeT OKasaTbCs NONMUTUYECKU
BbIroaHbIM Ans [JoHanbaa Tpamna, He AenaeT ero He3akoHHbIM
aBTOMaTMYECKM, OCODEHHO €CNY B YMCIO Lienel paccnenoBaHums
BXOOSAT CNeLCnyXobl.
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The concern is that very, very precious source and methods of the
United States intelligence community as well as our partners and
allies abroad — those who share this sensitive information with
us.

Brennan’s warning echoed other current and former intel officials.

Former acting CIA chief Michael Morell said the plan was
“potentially dangerous,” saying only the Director of National
Intelligence was qualified to judge damage to “sources and
methods.” Politico added this on-script warning (emphasis mine):

“There’s nothing CIA or NSA, for example, guards more jealously
than sources and methods,” said Larry Pfeiffer, a 32-year
intelligence veteran who served as the chief of staff to CIA
Director Michael Hayden. “It is not hyperbole (exaggeration) to say
that lives are at stake.”

Back on MSNBC, Hayes offered a dutiful intro to the interview with
his fellow MSNBC (reporters no longer flinch at sharing airtime or
column space with intelligence officials, now normal presences in
the media landscape). In it, he described the move by Trump to
declassify investigatory materials as “anti deep-state (permanent
bureaucracy) propaganda efforts.”

Trying to declassify this information was, Hayes said, a “a huge
deal in the world of intelligence agencies.” He insisted the only
reason Trump is giving Bill Barr permission to rummage around in
the CIA’s treasure trove of secrets was “basically to give Sean
Hannity material for his television show.”

This may sound counter-intuitive to blue-state audiences, but the
fact that an inquiry might end up being politically beneficial to
Donald Trump doesn’t automatically make it illegitimate,
particularly when the investigatory targets include the intelligence
agencies.
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TOYHO TakK ke nepegaya « OCHOBONONAraKLMX 40Ka3aTeNbCTB »
13 nccneposaHns Mionnepa koHrpeccy He Gbina 6bl
HENernTMMHOM TONbKO NOTOMY, YTO A4EMOKPaTbl HEMEAIEHHO
nomectunu 6ul ee B AC360 nnu Last Word. Ky boHo (0515 ybel
Mosb3bl?) He aBnseTca YacTblo ypaBHEHMS OOCTONHOrO
OCBEeLLEHMS.

A nogaoepxusaro nNodyo MHpopmaLmio, CBA3aHHYHO C
«Russiagate», koTopas BbIXOAUT UK, NO KpanHen mepe,
pacKpblBaeTCs KOHrpeccy. OTo BKto4vaeT B cebs nobble
OTpeAaKTMpPOBaHHbIE YacTu 3oHaa Mionnepa, a Takke
COOTBETCTBYIOLLME MaTepuarbl paccrneaoBaHus.

Ho npo3payHocTb JOrmKHa cokpaTuTh BCe nyTu (BbITh
cripaBeAnuMBbLIMU 4515 BCeX), YTOBbI 3TO TpexneTHee
HauunoHanbHoe dunacko 6b110 paspeLleHo NbbIM cnocobom,
KOTOpbIN MMeEeT CMbICA. Ham Takke HyxHa BCS nHdopmMaums o
NPOVCXOXOEHUN paccneoBaHus, U NPOCTO Henpasaa, vYTo
OTKpbITWE 3TOro XpaHunuuia 6yaeTt o3HayaTb « 3aroBop C Liefbio
Je30praHn3oBaTtb pa3BeblBaTenbHOe coobLIEeCTBO », KOTOpoe
AOMKHO « CKOMNPOMETUPOBATb areHTOB ».

B Russiagate noxopoHeHa UCTopusi, KOTOpasi, KaxeTcsl, Aaxe He
coBceM 0 Tpamne. OTo BKNOYAET B cebs Upe3MepHO
arpeccrBHOE MCMOSb30BaHNE NHCTPYMEHTOB paccrneaoBaHNs
BOViHbI C TEPPOPM3MOM, OCOBEHHO UCMOSb30BaHMe
KOHTppa3BeblBaTENbHOM MHAPACTPYKTYPbI ANs1 NPOBEeAEHUSA
BHYTPEHHUX paccreaoBaHWi.

«BpaTa Poccumny», noxoxe, npeBpaTnnmcb B abCypancTCKyto
Apamy « Haw yenosek 8 [agaHe» , rae pasBeauuky,
npecnegoBaBLUME HACTOSILLYIO MCTOPUIO O HACTOALLEM
POCCUMINCKOM Knbep-BTOPXKEHUKN, OOPYLLUMANCE HA MHOTOYUCTIEHHbIE
TYNUKN, HANOXMB CIIOXHbIE LUMNOHCKME CHXKETbI Ha KamnaHuIo
Tpamna, koTopasa akTnyeckn Obinia cKopee CryYyanHon
peKnamMHbIN TPOK HA OCHOBE FOPMOHOB, @ HE UCTOPUS C
KaHAMAATOM B MaHb4YXXypbl.

MpeaB3sTOCTb NOATBEPKAEHMS] CBMPENCTBOBAS U ELLE XYXKE ,
korga Tpamn Ha caMoM Aene Bbiurpar, BOnpeku Niodbim
oXuaaHuam (no kpariHen mepe, noboe oxmnaaHme DC
npuBsisaHHbIMK coTpyaHMKoB LIPY BHe cBS3M C TeM , 4TO
GonbLasn Yactb AMepukm ByaeT ronocosaTtb 3a Pona [Ixepemn
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In the same way, handing over “underlying evidence” from the
Mueller probe to congress wouldn’t be illegitimate just because
Democrats would immediately put it on AC360 or Last Word. Cui
bono (for whose benefit?) isn’t part of the newsworthiness
equation.

I’'m in favor of any Russiagate-related information coming out, or
at least being disclosed to congress. That includes any redacted
parts of the Mueller probe, along with underlying investigative
materials.

But transparency has to cut all ways (be fair to all) for this three-
year national fiasco to be resolved in any way that makes sense.
We need all the information about the origins of the investigation
as well, and it’s simply not true that opening that vault would mean
a “plot to dirty up the intelligence community” that must
“‘compromise agents.”

There’s a story buried in Russiagate that seems not even really to
be about Trump. It involves routine over-aggressive use of War on
Terror-era investigatory tools, especially the reliance upon
counterintelligence infrastructure to conduct domestic
investigations.

Russiagate seems to have turned into an Our Man in Havana
style absurdist drama, where intelligence officials chasing a real
tale of real Russian cyber-incursion went barreling down multiple
blind alleys, superimposing complex espionage plots on a Trump
campaign that was actually more like a random, hormone-fueled
publicity stunt than a Manchurian Candidate story.

Confirmation bias was rampant and got worse when Trump
actually won, in defiance of any expectation (at least, any
expectation of DC-bound CIA officials out of touch with the fact
that much of America would vote for Ron Jeremy (a pornography
star), or Hologram Saddam Hussein, over Hillary Clinton).
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(mnopHorpadus 3eesga) , unm Nonorpamma Caggama XyceriHa,
Hag Xunnapw KnuHTOH).

Byaoy4ym npencnonHeHbl peMMOCTN UCKOPEHUTL 3aroBop,
COTPYOHMKN pa3Beakn genanm 1o, YTo OHU, NO-BUANMOMY,
AenatoT CNULLKOM 4acTo, TO eCTb 3noynoTpebnanm
YANBUTENbHBIMWA MHCTPYMEHTaMM HabNIaEeHNS, KOTOPbIE Mbl
NO3BONANN UM UCMONb30BaTb NPAKTUYECKN B YCIOBUSIX
oTCcyTCTBMA Hag3opa. bropokpaTudeckasa Gutea 3a HenpaBuIbHOE
NCcnonb3oBaHWe aTUX NMHCTPYMEHTOB npeallecTsyeT « Bopotam
Poccuny .

Ho6aBbTe 370 K rpachmyeckm nNpeaynpexaeHnsam 3a nocnegHme
rogbl 0 TOM, 4YTO CNyX6bl 6€30MacHOCTN pPerynspHO UrHOPUPYOT
NpaBoOBbl€ OrPaHUYEHNS - HaNnpUMep, BbICOKONOCTaBMEHHbIE
YMHOBHMKM LIPY, KOTOpbIE NPMU3HAIOT, YTO YNTAKT ANEKTPOHHbIE
nucbMa KoHrpecca, kacarwimecsa pasobnadmnrenen cneucnyxb, -
N ecTb GonbLIasg NCTopua o pacTylen 6es3HakaszaHHOCTH
pasBeblBaTeribHOro coobLlectsa, 0COBEHHO B TOM, YTO KacaeTcs
€ro 1cnosb3oBaHMs. HOBbIX Npoueayp HabnaeHus. 3ta
npobnema npegwecTtsyeT Tpamny, U HA NPOTHXKEHUN MHOTUX NEeT
OoT 06enx CTOPOH NocTynanu »anoobl.

B anoxy Tpamna Bce 370 ObIN0 NepenncaHo Kak oT4asiHHas
napTusaHckasa 6utea, rae 6ecnokoncTeo No NoOBoOAYy
HEenoAxXoAdALLero WNUoHaxa - BCero nulb NoBoA Ans
BecnokorcTea pecnybnmkaHLeB, KOTOpbIE MPOCTO XOTAT HabpaTb
nonuTudeckne o4k Ha dokce. ITo MoXeT BbITb HA camoMm gene
MOTMBALMSA Takux nogen, kak Tpamn un bapp. Ho 3ToO He 3HauuT,
4yTO paccnenoBaHuda no aeny Tpamna-Poccuun He HangyT
peanbHbIX CUCTEMHbIX Npobnem.

MmeHHO Ha aToMm ('.bOHe cneayet NoOHMMaTb nocnegHne Kpukn o
KUCTOYHUKAX N MeTodax» N «KU3SHAXY.

C Tex nop, Kak Ha4anock paccnegoBaHue rno geny « Bpata B
Poccutoy» , HaMm HeoQHOKpPAaTHO coodLann, YTo NPOUCXOXAEHNE
paccrnenoBaHNs MOXET NOCTaBUTb NOA Yrpo3y HauWOHanbHYy
0e30MacHOCTb. OTK 3a8BNEHNSA YaCTO OKa3bliBaSIMCb HE NPOCTO
NOXHbIMMW, a8 HENenNbIMN MPOBOKALMSIMU.

OupekTop LPY OxuH Haspel nponen B BawuHemoHe Pos T roga
Hasap, , YTO packpbITne nMeHn nHpopmatopa CtecpaH Xannepa
«MOr puckoBaTb XM3Hb.» Okasanock Halper 6bin outed kak
npuemgeHne B ctpaHuuax New York Times cnuHe B 198 3, n
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Determined to root out the plot, intelligence officials did what they
apparently do too often, i.e. abuse the awesome surveillance tools
we’ve allowed them to enjoy in an almost completely supervision-
free environment. The bureaucratic battle over misuse of these
tools pre-dates Russiagate.

Add this to graphic warnings in recent years that security agencies
regularly ignore legal constraints — like senior CIA officials
admitting to reading congressional emails pertaining to
intelligence agency whistleblowers — and there’s a larger story
about the growing impunity of the intelligence community,
especially as concerns its use of new surveillance procedures.
This issue predates Trump and there have been complaints from
members of both parties over the years.

In the Trump era this has all been recast as a desperate partisan
battle, where worry over improper spying is just a pretext concern
for Republicans, who are just out to score political points on Fox.
That may in fact be the motivation of people like Trump and Barr.
But it doesn’t mean the investigations into Trump-Russia won’t
find real systemic problems.

I's against this backdrop that the latest cries about concern for
“sources and methods” and “lives” must be understood.

Since the Russiagate probe began, we’ve repeatedly been told
disclosures about the origins of the investigation would imperil
national security. These statements have often proven to be not
just false, but ridiculous provocations.

CIA director Gina Haspel crowed to the Washington Post a year
ago that disclosing the name of informant Stefan Halper “could
risk lives.” It turned out Halper had been outed as a spook in the
pages of the New York Times back in 1983, and openly traded on
his intelligence past as a professor in England. Where were lives
at risk, in the Cambridge University Botanical Garden?
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OTKPbITO TOProBasiv Ha ero NHTENSEKT NPOLLSIOM B KayecTBe
npodpeccopa B AHrnun. ['ae xu3Hb Obina B ONacHoOCTH, B
6oTaHnyeckom cagy Kembpuakckoro yHmBepcuteta?

Mbl Takke BMAEnu coobLLEHNSI O TOM, YTO packpbiTUe UMEHN
GbiBLEero 6putaHckoro wnmoHa Kpuctodepa Ctuna noctaBut nog
yrpo3y ero xu3Hb. Korga « Yonn Cmpum OxopHars» packpbin ero
B aHBape 2017 roga, Ctun ckasan 6putaHckum CMW, 4To OH «B
yxace 3a cBoto 6e3onacHocTby». OH gobaBun, YTO CKpbiBaeTCs,
MOTOMY YTO OMnacaeTcsl «NOTeHLManbHO ONacHON peakuun NpoTmB
Hero n3 MockBbl».

Mo3xe Mbl y3Hanu, 4To CTun nmen 6onbLue KoHTakToB co CMWU,
YyeMm ceMbsi KapaalbsH, BCTpeyasch (kak MMHUMYM) ¢ Times ,
Post , Yahoo |, The New Yorker, CNN n Mother Jones B TeyeHue
NPUMEPHO CeEMU Hefernb B ceHTAOpe-okTsa0pe 2016 roaa.

3a rogbl, Npoweawme ¢ MoOMeHTa nybnukauum ero goknaga, Ctun
boporncsa (npeogoner) ceon Teppop, NPogoINKasi COMYBCTBOBATb
CMW. OH npurnacun pactaruearoLmin xeaneobHein npocuns 2018
roga B The New Yorker, B KOTOPOM OH onucar, Kak OH oTBevaeT
Ha «OAVH 13 ABYX CBOUX TenedoHos» B PapHxeme, ropoae
Cyppen ¢ «KpacMBOW rPY3VHCKOWN FMaBHOM YNMLEN», TAe OH U ero
4YeTBEPO AeTEN XUBYT Ha «NOYTK akpey. 3emnn."

OH pan nokasaHus, JOrOBOPWICS O Jadve NoKa3aHui nepes
KOHrpeccoMm 1 6blsT OCHOBHBIM UCTOYHUKOM B HECKOTbKUX
6ecTtcennepax. bnarogaps Takum TwaTensHoO pa3paboTaHHbIM
Mepam NpeaoCTOPOXHOCTU eMy yAanoch Kak-To n3bexarb
ybuiictea ¢ 2016 roga.

Te e TeaTpanbHble NpeaynpexaeHns 0 B3pbiBax KMCTOYHUKOB U
MEeTOAOB» Oblfn AaHbl B OTBET Ha paHHME BOMpockl 06 opaepax
FISA, ncnonb3oBaHHbIX B UccrnegoBaHmm Tpamna-Poccun.

Korga Tpamn npukasan paccekpeTuTb YacTu opgepa FISA Ha
GbiBLIero nomowHunka Kaptepa MNengxa B 2017 rogy, peakums
Oblna TOYHO TaKOM Xe, Kak Ta, KOTOPYIO Mbl CMbILUXM Cendac, BO
MHOIMX Criyvasix OT OOHUX U TeX Xe Noaen.
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We also saw reports that revealing the name of former British spy
Christopher Steele would imperil his life. When the Wall Street
Journal outed him in January of 2017, Steele responded by telling
British media that he was “terrified for his safety.” He added he
was going into hiding because he feared a “potentially dangerous
backlash against him from Moscow.”

We later found out Steele had more media contacts than the
Kardashian family, meeting with (at minimum) the Times, Post,
Yahoo!, The New Yorker, CNN and Mother Jones in the space of
about seven weeks in September-October 2016.

In the years since his report became public, Steele fought through
(overcame) his terror to keep commiserating with the media. He
invited a sprawling, laudatory 2018 profile in The New Yorker that
described him answering “one of his two phones” in Farnham, a
Surrey town with a “beautiful Georgian high street,” where he and
his four children live on “nearly an acre of land.”

He’s given depositions, negotiated to testify before congress, and
been a primary source in several bestselling books. Thanks to
such elaborate precautions, he’s managed somehow to avoid
assassination since 2016.

The same theatrical warnings about blowing “sources and
methods” came in response to early questions about the FISA
warrants used in the Trump-Russia probe.

When Trump ordered the declassification of parts of the FISA
warrant on former aide Carter Page in 2017, the reaction was
exactly the same as the one we’re hearing now, in many cases
from the same people.
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Oosuna Kpuc, ObiBLUMIA HaYanbHUK OTAEeNa HaumMoHanbHom
6e3onacHocTM MuHUCTepCTBa OCTULUMK, CKa3ar, YTo Bbinyck FISA
6bIN « He Mo rpaduKy » N «becnpeLeneHTHbIMY, NOTOMY YTO
ckasar, 4To FISA «yXe npoLunn NpoBeEPKY paccekpevmBaHnsy.

BoiBLLIMIN henepanbHbIn Npokypop Ixonc BaHe 3assun, 4To
npukas o PNCA « noapblBaeT HaLMOHabHYH 6€30MacHOCTh ».
BoiBwnm areHT PBP ®paHk MoHToMs ckasan: «[lMpouecc FISA
ABNAETCH CEKPETHbIM MO NPUYUHE: ANS 3aLnTbl UICTOYHUKOB U
MEeToO0B».

Bobinyck opaepa Page okasancs He CTaBuUTb Nog yrpo3y HUYero,
kKpome penyTtaumm OBP u gpyrnx areHTcTB. MaBHbIM OTKPbITUEM
ctano T1o, YTo PBP pgencrBuTenbHO ucnonb3oBano Ctuna, «
KoMMneHcrpyemoro (nnaTtHoro) » nHgopmartopa PEP, a Takke
YaCTHOro uccnegoBarterns onno, B kKa4ecTBe CTOYHMKA, HECMOTPS
Ha TO, YTO OH «NPUOCTAHOBWI CBOM OTHOLLEHUSA» C HAM B OKTSIOpe
2016 roga, Ako0bl U3-3a HEBO3MOXKHOCTM PACKPbITh ( HE
pacckasbiBato) koHTakTbl co CMI.

Oowm Intel (Intelligence) BbICOKONOCTaABMEHHLIN YNeH KoMuTeTa
Anawm Wndbd 3Han aTy nHgopmaumio , Korga oH Bef CBOK «
6omOy (B3pbiBHOE) » cnywaHne»20 mapTa 2017. 310 ObiN OAVH ,
B KOTOPOM OH W1 pYyrue YneHbl JONPOLUEeHbl NoKa eLle He YBOMUn
( no cnx nop ucnornesyetcd ) PykosoauTtens ®BP [xenmc Komu n
Pomxepc, v 3auntan nHgopmaumio n3 otyeta Ctmna, Kak ecnu
Obl OH ObINT hakTUYECKNM, HE JaBas HUKAKMX HAMEKOB Ha TO, YTO
MOryT 6bITb NPOGEMBI C HUM.

Wndpd 6bin dpaHaTUYHBIN pacCekpeTUTb « Kak MOXHO 6onbLue o
Poccum xakepcTBa Halmx BbIoopoB » eule netom 2016 roaga, HO
Tenepb ONMCbIBaAET NOMbITKY pacCcekpeTuTb MHpopMaumto o
npuYMHax 30HAa , Kak NonbITKa « B Opy»kMe (MOBOPOT B OpYXKME)
NPaBOOXPaHUTENbHbLIE OpraHbl ».
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David Kris, former head of the national security division of the
Justice Department said the release of the FISAs was “off the
charts” and “unprecedented” because said FISAs had “already
undergone declassification review.”

Former federal prosecutor Joyce Vance said the order about the
FISAs “compromises national security.” Former FBI agent Frank
Montoya said “the FISA process is secret for a reason: to protect
sources and methods.”

The release of the Page warrant turned out to not to compromise
anything but the reputation of the FBI and other agencies. The
major revelation was the FBI had indeed used Steele, a
“‘compensated (paid)” FBI informant as well as a private oppo
researcher, as a source despite having “suspended its
relationship” with him in October 2016, ostensibly over failure to
disclose (not telling about) media contacts.

House Intel (Intelligence) committee ranking member Adam Schiff
knew this information when he conducted his “bombshell
(explosive)” hearing” on March 20, 2017. That was the one in
which he and other members questioned not-yet-fired (still
employed) FBI chief James Comey and Rogers, and read out
information from the Steele report as if it were factual, not giving
any hint that there might be issues with it.

Schiff was gung-ho to declassify “as much as possible about
Russia hacking our elections” back in the summer of 2016, but
now describes attempts to declassify information about the
reasons for the probe as an attempt to “weaponize (turn into a
weapon) law enforcement.”
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XeMMUHI 1 OTroBOpPKK (onpasaaHuns) no noBogy «MCTOYHUKOB U
MEeTOO0B» - 3TO AENCTBUTENbHO ynpexaaroLwasa kaMmnaHns no
npuKpbITMIO 3agHuY. Kyya atux niogen 6yaet BblaeneHa B
npegcrosiwemM o063ope octuumm Markna Xoposuua, a Takke B
bonee LWMPOKOM nccrnegoBaHnn, NpoBeaeHHOM ObIBLLVMM
npokypopom wtaTa KoHHekTukyT [xoHoM Japemom.

BoT noyemy Mbl BUAENU UCTOPUK, B KOTOPbIX [hxenmc Komu n
BpeHHaH ykasbiBanu nanbuamu n 06BMHANN OPYroro B
ucnonb3oBaHun matepuana Ctuna. bbeiBlwine HavyanbHUKN
pasBefKku pacnpodaroT Apyr Apyra, 3TO Becerio U npeackasyemo,
N 3TO eLle ofHa NpUYUHA HE NPUHMMATL UX BCEPbEe3, KOr4a OHM
NPOCAT 3aLNTUTb UX OT HAZ30pa N0 COODpaKEHNAM
HaLKWoHarnbHon 6e30nacHOCTH.

OT0 0CcOOEHHO BEPHO, TaK KaK Y YUHOBHUKOB He ObIno npobnem ¢
TeM, 4ToObl pacckasbliBaTb penopTtepam Bce BUAbl YANBUTENbHbIX
BELLEN O HaLIMX BO3MOXHOCTSAX pPa3BeaKu, Koraa ato
COOTBETCTBOBAIO UX NMap-Lensm.

Bo3bMeM 3KCKN03MBHYIO raseTy « BawuHamoH nocmy 3a UioHb
2017 roga , B kOoTOpOW GbINIO 00BABNEHO, UTO LIPY npegocTaeuno
Bapaky Obame oT4eT 0 « B3pbIBHOM BoMbe » B aBrycte 2016
roga. LIPY, kak coobuwaeTtcs, 3assuno Obame, yto Bnagnmmp
[MyTMH HE TONbKO PyKOBOAWUN KamMnaHMen no BMeLlaTenbLCcTey B
BbIOOpbLI, HO U caenan 3To cneumanbHO C HAMEPEHNEM « MOMOYb
n3bpaTtb... [loHanbaa Tpamna ».

OTOT 170cm Ha4arncs ¢ nutTepaTypHoro cueHorpada
(ycTaHoBrneHune goHa) :

B Havane aBrycTta B benbiii AOM NOCTYNWI KOHBEPT C
4ypesBbl4aNHbIMK OrpaHnYyeHnaMn B obpatleHmm. OTnpaBnieHHbIn
Kypbepom u3 LIPY, OH HEC «TONbKO Ha rnas» UHCTPYKLMK, YTOObI
ero cogepxkaHue ObIrI0 NoKa3aHoO TONbKO YeTbIPEM MAAM:
npesngeHTy bapaky Ob6ame n Tpem cTaplivmMm NOMOLLHUKAM....
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The hemming and hawing (making excuses) about “sources and
methods” is really a pre-emptive ass-covering campaign. A bunch
of these people are about to be highlighted in the upcoming
review by Justice IG Michael Horowitz, as well as the larger probe
led by former Connecticut U.S. Attorney John Durham.

This is why we’ve seen stories that essentially show James
Comey and Brennan pointing fingers and blaming the other for
using the Steele material. Former intelligence chiefs selling each
other out is hilarious and predictable, and further reason not to
take them seriously when they ask to be shielded from oversight
on national security grounds.

This is especially true since officials had no issue telling reporters
all sorts of fascinating things about our intelligence capabilities
when it suited their PR purposes.

Take a June, 2017 Washington Post exclusive, in which it was
revealed the CIA delivered a “bombshell (explosive)” report to
Barack Obama in August of 2016. The CIA reportedly told Obama
that Vladimir Putin not only directed an election interference
campaign, but did so specifically with the intention to “help elect...

Donald Trump.”

That Post piece began with a literary scene-setter (establishing
the backdrop):

Early last August, an envelope with extraordinary handling
restrictions arrived at the White House. Sent by courier from the
CIA, it carried “eyes only” instructions that its contents be shown
to just four people: President Barack Obama and three senior
aides....
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« [Mouyma» 3asBuna, 4To MaTtepuman Obln «KHACTONBKO
AenukaTtHolM, 4yTo aupektop LIPY xoH O. BpeHHaH He
nybnvkoBan ero B eXxefHEBHOW rasete npesnaeHTa, onacaschb,
YTO pacnpocTpaHeHue aTOro orpaHNYeHHoro otyeTa 6bino
cnuwkom wnpokumy». OHn gobasunu: «Maket UPY wen c
WHCTPYKUMSIMK, Y4TO OH JOIMKEH ObITb BO3BpaLLEH cpady nocre
NPOYTEHNS».

CoobuweHue npogomkan o6 bsACHATb 3Ty MHOpMaLUMIo , Bbin
yaepXaH B 7 oktabpsa 2016 nybnmyHoe 3asBneHune , BblgaHHas
npasutenbctBom Obambl. CornacHo coobweHuro « Post » ot 23
WIOHS (BblOENEHO MOe):

PaHHune NPOEKThI 00BMHANNK rlyTVIHa Mo MMEHMU, HO ccbinka bbina
yaarneHa 13 onaceHusa, 4To 3TO MOXEeT NOCTaBUTb NO4 yrposy
UCTOYHUKMN U MeTOoAbl pa3Beku .

B Bnae mmncunyeckmnx ToHoB raseTbl LeCarre-esque pykoBogmTenm
crieycnyx6 CKNoHHbl yTBEpXaaTth, YTo «[xkoH O. bpeHHaH»
nokasaH 34eCb HaCTONMbKO 03a00YEHHbIM 3aLUTON CBOETO
aocTyna K [yTuHy, 4To OH NONPOCUN HEMEeASTEHHO BEPHYTb
KOHBEPT C ero nHgopmaumen (Mbl Haxogumcs B Burn (3axeuyb)
nocne NPOYTEHUSA TEPPUTOPUM LLMUOHCKOTO KINLLE).

3atem, 4Tobbl 06ecneunTb 4ONOMHUTENBHYIO 3aLLNTy, ObINIO
peLLeHOo, YTO Jaxe CCbifika Ha NMYHoe yyacTtue lNyTuHa gomkHa
ObITb YyaaneHa n3 nybrmM4HOro 3asBreHns npaBuTenbCTBa B
okTa6pe 2016 roga, 4TOOLI 9TV YMHbIE POCCUAHE HE OBHApPYXXMNW,
YTO Y HUX €CTb yTeuKa.

Tem He MeHee, BoCceMb MecsAUEB CrycTa Y « [1oymbix»
HEeOXMAaHHO NOABUIICA Napas YMHOBHUKOB, KOTOPbIE HE MPOCTO
©onTanun o CekpeTHON KPEMITEBCKOM MHAOPMaLIUN, HO 1
pacckasbiBanu 0 TOM, Kak 3Ta BonwebHas nHpopmaums
ncnonb3oBanack U nepegasanach NpesvaeHTy.

B ctaTtbe « lTocm» pob6aBneHo, YTo B OTPbIBKE MOXHO
npeacTaBuTb, kKak bpeHHaH nuweT cebs: «Pa3sseaka o lNMyTuHe
Oblna aKCTpaopaMHapHOM Ha HECKOMbKUX YPOBHSIX, B TOM YMcne
KaK LUMMOHCKNI NOOBUIY.
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The material, the Post said, was “so sensitive that CIA Director
John O. Brennan kept it out of the President’s Daily Brief,
concerned that even that restricted report’s distribution was too
broad.” They added: “The CIA package came with instructions that
it be returned immediately after it was read.”

The Post went on to explain this information had been withheld in
an October 7th, 2016 public statement issued by the Obama
government. According to the Post’s June 23 expose (emphasis
mine):

Early drafts accused Putin by name, but the reference was
removed out of concern that it might endanger intelligence
sources and methods.

In the kind of LeCarre-esque mythical-toned newspaper treatment
secret service chiefs tend to approve of, “John O. Brennan” is
shown here so concerned about protecting his access to Putin
that he asked for the envelope with his intel to be returned
immediately (we’re in Burn (ignite) After Reading spy-cliché
territory now).

Then, to provide additional protection, it was decided even a
reference to Putin’s personal involvement must be removed from
a public statement by the government in October of 2016, lest
those clever Russians figure out they had a leak.

Yet eight months later, the Post suddenly had a parade of officials
not just blabbing about the secret Kremlin information, but sharing
the whole backstory of how this magical intel came to be used and
delivered to the president.

The Post article added, in a passage one can imagine Brennan
penning himself: “The intelligence on Putin was extraordinary on
multiple levels, including as a feat of espionage.”
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B TeuveHune roga LIPY nepeluno oT 3awmTbl Npn30BbIX JaHHbIX CO
BCEMMU, KpOMe YeTbipex Yenosek B benom gome, k pacckasy 06
3TOM BCceMy Mupy B « BawuHamoH nocm» . K cepeauHe 2017
roga «oguumanbHble nuua» gaxe godasnsany 4ONONHUTENbHYHO
CBEpPX4yBCTBUTESNbHYI MHGOPMAaLMIO XXypHanucTam Post B
kayecTtBe OoHyca, Hanpumep, B Buge 6ecnnatHoro Habopa
pagmanbHbix coobeHnn (« The Washington Post ckpbiBaeT
HeKkoTopble geTanu no 3anpocy npasutensctea CLLUA»), bymara
TOpXXeCTBEHHasa XBaCTOBCTBO).

Tenepsb, korga Tpamn 06bABWA, YTO OH NpeaocTaBndeT
HeHaBncTHOMY Bappy wnpokyto ceoboay, 4Tobbl paccekpeTuTb
NHopMaumio pa3BeabiBaTeNbHOrO coobLiectsa o
npovcxoxaeHun paccnegosaxma Tpamna n Poccum, BHe3anHo
NosIBNAOTCA HOBblE UCTOPUKN 06 3TOM CBEPXCEKPETHOM
NUCTOYHMIKE.

« Hbto-Wopk matimc» onybnvkoBana cTaTblo Nof, Ha3BaHUEM «
[oTeHUManbHoe CTONKHOBEHWE C CEKpeTamu,
BbIPUCOBbLIBAOLLMMUCA MEXAY MUHUCTEPCTBOM OCTULMN U LIPY »,
0 KOTOPOW NOYTU He ObINo 06bsIBNEHO B HEOHOBbLIX BblBECKaX: « Y
Hac eCTb YetoBeYECKN NCTOUHMK (MOnb, WwnnoH)» NMPABO HA
CINEOYHOLWEM MYTUHE!

Cchbinasicb Ha «HEKOTOPbIX YNHOBHMKOBY, raseTa nucana:
«CambIM BblgarOLWMMCS UICTOYHNKOM MHpopmaumm LIPY o
BMmellaTenbctee Poccun B BIGOPLI ObIST Yenosek, 6nunakni K
MyTrHY», OBaBUB, YTO ATOT «YENOBEKY» A0NTO «B3paLlmBarcs
LIPY» n «BblpoC Ha no3uumio, KoTopasi No3sonura nHgpopmatopy
npeaocTaBuTb KIto4eBYO MHGOpMaumio .

3arem oH gobasun 3ToT ab3all:

IxoH O. BpeHHaHn, anpektop LUPY npu rocnoanHe Obawme,
AOCTaBnsan OT4eTbl U3 UCTOYHUKA HenocpeacTBEHHO B benbin
AOM, He NMyCKas X B eXXeIHEBHbIV OpUMHT NpesnaeHTa,
onacasiCb, Y4TO 3TOT AOKYMEHT OblN CAIULLKOM LUMPOKO
pacnpocTpaHeH, No cnosamM YMHOBHUKOB. BMecTo aToro oH
NONoXun nx B KOHBePT A Ob6amMbl N KPOLLEYHbIN Kpyr
MOMOLLHMKOB AJ19 YTEHUS.
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In the space of a year, the CIA went from shielding prize intel with
all but four people in the White House, to telling the entire world
about it in the Washington Post. By mid-2017, “officials” were
even throwing in additional super-sensitive info to Post reporters
as a bonus, like a free set of radials (“The Washington Post is
withholding some details at the request of the U.S. government,”
was the paper’s solemn boast).

Now that Trump has announced he’s giving the hated Barr wide
latitude to declassify intelligence community information about the
origins of the Trump-Russia probe, suddenly more tales of this
top-secret source are appearing.

The New York Times ran a piece called “Potential Clash Over
Secrets Looms Between Justice Department and CIA,” which all
but announced in neon signage, WE HAVE A HUMAN SOURCE
(mole, spy) RIGHT NEXT TO PUTIN!

Citing “some officials,” the paper wrote, “The most prominent of
the C.I1.LA.’s sources of intelligence on Russia’s election
interference was a person close to Mr. Putin,” adding this “person”
was “long nurtured by the C.I.LA.” and “rose to a position that
enabled the informant to provide key information.”

Then it added this paragraph:

John O. Brennan, the C.I.A. director under Mr. Obama, would
bring reports from the source directly to the White House, keeping
them out of the president’s daily intelligence briefing for fear that
the briefing document was too widely disseminated, according to
the officials. Instead, he would place them in an envelope for Mr.
Obama and a tiny circle of aides to read.
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OueBungHo, 4TO HOBaTOpCKM « lMocm nepe» (nepebii absal ) o
TOM, 4YTO ropsidyas nHcdopmauus bpeHHaHa oTnpaBnsieTcs
«KYpPbePOM» C YKa3aHUEM, YTO €€ «HY>XKHO HEMEeOJTIEHHO BEPHYTbY,
Ha camom gene 6bin poMaHoM, TO eCTb BblAYMKOW. TO €CTb, ecnu
cam bpeHHaH He 6bIn KypbepoM, U OH HEMeASIEHHO BO3BpaLLan
LeHHyt0 nHdopmaumio cebe.

B kayecTBe anbTepHaTUBLI, 3Ta HOBas nUctopust Times MoxeT
ObITb owmnboyHon. B nobom cnyyae, uctopus Henena. Ecnum atot
NCTOYHMK CYLLECTBYET, KAKOM BO3MOXHOW Lienn Morno Obl
Nocny>uTb TO, YTOObI paccka3ate New York Times Tak MHOro
noapobHocTen 06 aToM «4enoBeke»? KTo xanyeTtcs Ha yrposy
KUCTOYHUKAM N METOAaM», PacKpbiBasi KMCTOYHUKM U METOLbI» ?

Coo06LecTBO pa3BeymKoB - NOCre ABYX AeCATUNETUn nuap-
kaTtaknmamos, oT 11 ceHTAbps B Npake go Aby-Ipmnaba n M'mtmo -
¢ 2016 roga BOCCTaHOBWUIOCDH B rra3ax obLeCTBEHHOCTHN, UCKYCHO
nepeocHaulas cebs, BbiCTynasi Ha NnepeaHeM Kpae
CconpoTMBReHus aHTu-Tpamna. ,

Emy naxe yaanocb npeBpatutb n3obpeteHme TepmmnHa
«rnybokoe rocygapcTeo» B €ro NpenMyLLecTBo, 3acTaBnB Meguna-
ApYy3en Mcnonb3oBaThb ero Ans Toro, Ytodbl Nwboe 06BUHEHNE B
crneacTBEHHOM OXBaTe, yTeyke MHopmaumm n / unm
BMELLATENbCTBE BO BHYTPEHHIOK NONUTUKY 3BYyYarno Kak Teopus
3arosopa TpamnnaHa.

Ho atn niogun He cnacutenu geMokpaTtumn. 3To Te XXe Mep3aBLbl,
KOTOPbIX Mbl MO NpaBy Hay4unu npesvpaTtb B rogbl bywa n
O6ambl 3a TO, YTO OHM franun o060 BCEM - OT NbITOK A0 Nepedayn,
ybunctea 6ecnmnoTHMKamMmn n 6€30CHOBATENTbHOMO CHEXKMW.

Ctp. 96



Apparently that novelistic Post lede (first paragraph) about
Brennan’s sizzling-hot intel being sent “by courier” with
instructions that it be “returned immediately” was, in fact, a novel,
i.e. fiction. That is, unless Brennan himself was the courier and he
was immediately returning the prized information to himself.

Alternatively, this new Times story could be wrong. Either way, the
story is preposterous. If this source exists, what possible purpose
could be served in telling the New York Times so many details
about this “person”? Who complains about a threat to “sources
and methods” by revealing “sources and methods”?

The intelligence community — after two solid decades of PR
disasters, from 9/11 to Iraq to Abu Ghriab to Gitmo — has
rebounded in the public’s eye since 2016, cleverly re-packaging
itself as serving on the front lines of the anti-Trump resistance.

It's even managed to turn the invention of the term “deep state” to
its advantage, having media pals use it to make any accusation of
investigatory overreach, leaking, and/or meddling in domestic
politics sound like Trumpian conspiracy theory.

But these people are not saviors of democracy. They’re the same
scoundrels we rightfully learned to despise in the Bush and
Obama years for lying about everything from torture to rendition to
drone assassination to warrantless surveillance.
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OHu He noaeepranucb NyGrMYHOM NOpKe 3a4HULbI CO BPEMEHU
cnywaHun B uepksu MNank B 70-x rogax (KOTopble Takke BblABUMU
HE3aKOHHbIM Ha30p BHYTPWU CTPaHbI ), U, MOXOXeE, C TeX Nop
cTanu CrnuwKoOM caMoyBepeHHbIMU, UCKPEHHE nonaras, Y4To OHU
He OOMKHbI KOHrpeccy unu benomy gomy, MeHbLle ny6nuku,
HUKaKknx o6 bsicHeHNN nx nosefeHunto. B roabl Tpamna oHW BbILWAK
3a pamKu NpuBbIKAHWS K MOYTUTENBbHOMY OOpaLLEeHMI0 CO CTOPOHbI
XypHanucToB. Tenepb OHU TakKe OXMAAKT, YTO nocne BbiXxoAa Ha
neHcuio nm ByaeTt npegocTaBneHa Wweapas KoMmneHcaums 3a
NPOABWKEHNE NX KOPLICTHOM YYLUWN B KQ4eCTBE HOBOCTEN, C UX
coBCTBEHHBIMY NMaTopMamMmn B Ka4eCTBe Y4aCTHUKOB CETU
(MnaTHbBIX XYpHanucToB) .

Russiagate Bcerga 6bina aByxataxHon. OanH 13 HUX KacaeTcs
WHOCTpaHHOro Knbep-BTopXXeHus. [pyron pacckas - ToXmaTbIn
nec o NosyyMHbIX passefynkax, Kotopble rogamu wentanucs
pernopTepam O CBOUX reponNYeCcKMX MOoMnbITKaX OCTAHOBUTb
3aroBop, KOTOPOro, O4eBMAHO, TaM HUKOrAa He BbIno.

OTa neperpeTas UCTOpUS HAHECHa OrPOMHbIV MONUTUYECKUN
yliep6, nogopeaB AoBepEe BO BCEM MUPE K PSAY aMepUKaHCKUX
yuYpexaeHuin, oT NPecchbl 0 NPaBOOXPaAHUTENBbHBLIX OPraHoOB.
ToyHO Tak xe, kak 30H4 Mionnepa Gbin HeoGXoAMM, Mbl AOSKHbI
pasobpaTbcs B TOM, kak MpousoLusa atTa BTopas Belllb, 1 3alumTa
«UCTOYHMKOB 1 METOA0B» MPOCTO HE OnpaBAbiBaeT 3TO Kak
onpasgaHue ToMy, 4YTo Gorblue HeT. Bbl MOXeTe ToNbKo nrakaTtb
BOJIK CTOJbKO pas3.
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They haven't suffered a public ass-whipping since the Church-
Pike hearings in the seventies (which also revealed illegal
domestic surveillance), and appear to have grown overconfident
since, genuinely believing they don’t owe congress or the White
House, much less the public, any explanations for their behavior.
In the Trump years, they’ve gone beyond becoming accustomed
to reverential treatment from reporters. They now also expect
upon retirement to be handsomely compensated to promote their
self-serving bullshit as news, with their own platforms as network
contributors (paid opinion journalists).

Russiagate has always been two stories. One is about foreign
cyber-incursion. The other is a shaggy dog tale about half-smart
intelligence goons who spent years whispering to reporters about
their heroic efforts to stop a conspiracy that apparently was never
there.

This overheated story did tremendous political damage,
undermining confidence around the world in a range of American
institutions, from the press to law enforcement. Just as the Mueller
probe was necessary, we need to get to the bottom of how that
second thing happened, and protecting “sources and methods”
just doesn’t cut it as an excuse not to anymore. You can only cry
wolf so many times.
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7. Akcno3uumna B « Xonme» bpocaer

Bbi3oB Monnepy, CMU

YT1Bepxaenune, uTo ako0bl Kiaw4eBas ¢purypa « Bpara
B Poccuio» Koncrantun KninMHHK - JaBHUM
aMepUKAHCKU MH(POPMATOP, MOKeT U3MEHUTH
HCTOPHIO UTPHI - B CTPAHE C HACTOSIIIUM IIpecc-
KOpIycoM

MatT Tanocou8 uona 2019 .

2 . ME IR RNS Se 2 LIS O DT 2>
[xoH ConomoH u3 The Hill Tonbko YTO BbINYCTUN UCTOPWIO,
KoTopasi MOXET U3MEHUTb pacckas. Ecriv HOBOCTHbIe
opraHusaumn, KoTopble LWMPOKO ocselann Russiagate , no
KpanHen mepe, He NPOBEPSAT 3TOT OTYET - NOATBEPAAT UNU
OMpPOBEPrHYT €ro - Mano CMbICI0B, KPOME NpeaB3aTocTH, byaeT
UMETb CMbICIT.
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7. Exposé in "The Hill" challenges

Mueller, media

Claim that would-be key Russiagate figure Konstantin
Kilimnik is a longtime American informant might be a
game-changing story — in a country with a real press
corps

Matt TaibbiJun 8, 2019
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THE UNITE!

John Solomon of The Hill just came out with what could be a
narrative-changing story. If news organizations that heavily
covered Russiagate don't at least check out this report — confirm it
or refute it — few explanations other than bias will make sense.
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B « KntoueBon cdourype, kKotopyto goknag Mionnepa, cBsa3aHHbIn C
Poccuen, npeacraBnsasl UICTOMHUK MHAOPpMAaLUn
FocoenaptameHTa », CONoOMOH yTBepxaaeT, 4To KoHCcTaHTuH
KunmmHuK, TanHCTBEHHAs! YKpanHckasi koropTa bbiBLuero
MeHemkepa kamnaHum Tpamna Nona MaHadopTa, 6bin
«YYyBCTBUTENBLHBIMY» UCTOYHUKOM Ans [ocaenaptameHTa CLUA,
CYLLIECTBOBABLUMM €LLe B CBOE BpeMsi. N0 kKpanHen mepe go 2013
roga, B TOM YUCIIE «MOKa OH elle paboTan Ha MaHadopT».

CornomoH onuceiBaeT BCcTpedy KnnumMmHuka «HeCKornbKo pas B
Hedento» ¢ rnaBHbIM NONUTUYECKUM gesatenem noconbctea CLUA
B Kuee. KunmmHuk «nepegasan coobLeHns nuaepam YKpavHbl
1 OOCTaBnAN NUCbMEHHbIe O0TY4eThI odhmumanbHbiM nuuam CLUA
Mo 9MEKTPOHHOM NOYTE, KOTOPAas pacTsHyNach Ha TbICAYM CIOBY, -
oTMe4aeTcs B 3ameTkax CoriomoHa.

Hoknag ConomoHa, B KOTOPOM NOAHMMAIOTCH BaXKHbIE BOMPOCHI
00 anu3one, KOTOPbIN YacTO Ha3bIBAKOT «CEPALEM»
paccnegoBaHusa Mionnepa (v KoTopbi Obil NPeaMeToM ThiCAY
HOBOCTEWN), BhieN 6 UoHSA. Mo COCTOSHUIO Ha 8 UIOHS, BOT CNUCOK
KPYMNHbIX HOBOCTHbIX OpraHu3aumin, KoTopble Crieannu 3a ero
coobLleHneMm:

e BawuHemoHcKkul Pesu3op

o Fox News
BoT 1 Bce. HUKTO Apyron He KOCHYNCs 3Toro.

CornomoH - npoTuBopeymBas durypa, ocobeHHo ans
AemokpaTtudeckon aygutopun. Columbia Journalism Review yxe
TpaBu (KPUTKKY) ero B NPOLLSIOM 3a TO , YTO OH Ha3Barl
«nogospesaemMomn» paboTy, 0COBEHHO ANS TOMKaHWUS «MEHbLUE ,
4YeM BCTpeYaeT rnas3» UCTopuio , KOTopble NpeBpaLLanmch B
npaebIx (KOHCEPBATUBHbIE) FOBOPUTL TOYKN. [MaseTa «
BawuHemoH rnocm » Hanucana UCTOpUmM CO CCbINIKOW Ha
coTpygHukoB Hill, koTopble xanoBanuck Ha To, YTO cneq
«paccnenoBaHuii ConomMoHa», KOTOpbIN NMOBEPHYIT (M30rHYI)
«BMpaBO», Takke BBOAUS B 3abnyXaeHne 1 He umen
«KOHTeKcTa». B coobweHuu Takke LMTUpyeT WTaTHbIe
COTPYAHMWKN , KOTOPbIE anosanuck , 41o ConoMoH genarT
CMULLKOM MHOro TekcToB Mexay Jlnson MNengx n NMutepom Strzok
®bP.
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In “Key figure that Mueller report linked to Russia was a State
Department intel source,” Solomon asserts that Konstantin
Kilimnik, the mysterious Ukrainian cohort of former Trump
campaign manager Paul Manafort, has been a “sensitive” source
for the U.S. State department dating back to at least 2013,
including “while he was still working for Manafort.”

Solomon describes Kilimnik meeting “several times a week” with
the chief political officer of the U.S. Embassy in Kiev. Kilimnik
“relayed messages back to Ukraine’s leaders and delivered
written reports to U.S. officials via emails that stretched on for
thousands of words,” according to memos Solomon reviewed.

Solomon’s report, which raises significant questions about an
episode frequently described as the “heart” of the Mueller
investigation (and which was the subject of thousands of news
stories), came out on June 6th. As of June 8th, here’s the list of
major news organizations that have followed up on his report:

e The Washington Examiner
o Fox News

That’s it. Nobody else has touched it.

Solomon is a controversial figure, especially to Democratic
audiences. The Columbia Journalism Review has hounded
(criticized) him in the past for what it called “suspect” work,
especially for pushing “less than meets the eye” stories that turned
into right-wing (conservative) talking points. The Washington Post
has done stories citing Hill staffers who've complained that a trail
of “Solomon investigations” that veered (curved) “rightward” was
also misleading and lacking “context.” The Post likewise quoted
staffers who complained that Solomon was making too much of
texts between Lisa Page and Peter Strzok of the FBI.
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OpHako B uctopuu ¢ « Bpatammn Poccumny» y ConomoHa siBHO eCTb
NCTOYHMKN, MOCKOSbKY OH HEOAHOKPATHO coobLuan HOBOCTU O
BeLax, 0 KOTOPbIX ChbilWanv apyrne penoptepbl, HO He
NonHOCTL. OH COOBLLNA O TOM, YTO ObIBLLMIA BPUTAHCKU LLMWOH
n nncdopmatop PEP Kpuctodep Ctun pasroeapusan ¢
3aMecTuTenem NomoLLHUKa roccekpetaps Katnun Kaeenek nepen
Bbl6opamu 2016 roga, B TOM Yncre NpmsHaBas, YTo oH obLuancs
co CMW.

ConomoH TaKkxke coobwumn, 4to 3anucu Kasenevua o Ctune 0Obinu
nepegaHbl B PP, 3a Bocemb gHen go toro, kak PbP
oxapakrepusoBarno CTuna kak 3acny>X1MBaroLlero JOBepust B
3asBneHun Ha nonyyeHue opaepa FISA.

Bbino 661 ogHo, ecnu Bbl Apyrve areHTCTBa onpoBeprany ero
3aaBneHns o KunumHuke, Kak aTo genanv noam ¢ HeKOTopbIMU
Apyrumn nctopusimm. Ho aToT oTYeT BbI3Ban HYNeBOW OTKINK Y
HekoHcepBaTuBHbIX CMIW, HecmoTpsa Ha TO, 4To KunnmHuk gonroe
Bpems ObIsT 0AHOM 13 cambix 00Ccyxaaembix uryp Bo BCcen gpame
« Bpata Poccum» .

OTa UCTopusa UMeeT 3Ha4YeHMe No HECKOMbKMM npudmnHam. Ecnn
6bl KUNnuMHUK 6bin Takmm perynsapHbIM U BaXXHbIM UCTOYHUKOM
npasutenscTea CLUA, 310 HaHecno Obl yaap no aBTopuTeTy
cneumanbHoro coseTHuka Pobepta Mionnepa.

OtHoweHusa KunnmHuka ¢ ManadopTom Obiniv OQHUMU U3 CaMbIX
paspywmnTensbHblx ans JoHansaa Tpamna B goknage Mionnepa.
BoT MeHekep kKamnaHun Tpamna, COMYBCTBYIOLLMIA YETTOBEKY,
KOTOporo, no criosam Mionnepa, «OUeHUINM» Kak «CBA3aHHOrO C
POCCUNCKON pa3BenKomny.

B ogHoM 13 cambix Apknx pasgenos otyeta Miwonnepa MaHadopT
nuweT, 4To nucan KunumHuky nocne Toro, Kak ero Hassanmu
pykoBoguTenem kamnadum Tpamna, 4Tobbl cnpocuTb, BUAENN NN
«Haww apy3bs» (Ymtanu) oceewweHne B8 CMU o ero Hosou ponu.

"AbcontoTHO. Kaxkaasa ctaTtbsl », - ckasan KunumHuk. Ha ato
MaHadopT oTBeTUN: «Kak Mbl UICNONb3yeM, YTobbI Mony4nTs
uenoe ( Boamectutsb ywepb ) . Bugena nu onepauns OBO?
ccbinasch Ha [lepvnacky.
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On the Russiagate story, however, Solomon clearly has sources,
as he’s repeatedly broken news about things that other reporters
have heard about, but didn’t have in full. He reported about former
British spy and FBI informant Christopher Steele speaking to
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Kathleen Kavelec before the
2016 election, among other things admitting he’d been speaking
to the media.

Solomon also reported that Kavelec’s notes about Steele had
been passed to the FBI, eight days before the FBI described
Steele as credible in a FISA warrant application.

It would be one thing if other outlets were rebutting his claims
about Kilimnik, as people have with some of this other stories. But
this report has attracted zero response from non-conservative
media, despite the fact that Kilimnik has long been one of the
most talked-about figures in the whole Russiagate drama.

This story matters for a few reasons. If Kilimnik was that regular
and important a U.S. government source, it would deal a blow to
the credibility of Special Counsel Robert Mueller.

Kilimnik’s relationship with Manafort was among the most
damaging to Donald Trump in the Mueller report. Here was
Trump’s campaign manager commiserating with a man Mueller
said was “assessed” to have “ties to Russian intelligence.”

In one of the most lurid sections of the Mueller report, Manafort is
described writing to Kilimnik after being named Trump’s campaign
manager to ask if “our friends” had seen (read) media coverage
about his new role.

“‘Absolutely. Every article,” said Kilimnik. To this, Manafort replied:
“‘How do we use to get whole (make amends). Has Ovd operation
seen?” referring to Deripaska.
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Cwmbicn 6bin siceH: MaHadbopT npeanaran Ucnosib3oBaTth CBOKO
no3uumIo B pamkax kamnaHum Tpamna, 4Tobbl «BbI34OPOBETLY» CO
cTpawHbiM 6apoHom meTannos [depunackon. MaHadopT
nonaran, Y4To ero pofib B KaMNaHUM MOXET NOMOYb
«MNoATBEPAUTbY», YTO [lepunacka OTMEHUT UCK, KOTOPbIN OH noaan
npoTtne MaHacopTa.

Koroa MaHadopT no3xe oTnpaBun «4aHHble BHYTPEHHNX
onpocoB» B KNNMMHUK C ngeemn, 4to oHKM Obinin nepenaHsbl
YKpavHCKMM onurapxam u lepunacke, 370 Ka3anocb O4YeHb
naryGHOMN HOBOCTLIO: BbICOKOMOCTABMEHHbIN YMHOBHUK TpamMna
AaeT BHYTPEHHIO MHOPMALMIO KOMY-TO, KTO «CBSA3aH» C
pPOCCUINCKON pa3Bedkon ,

Mtonnep He npocTo onucan KnnumHuka Kak cBsa3aHHOro ¢
poccuinckon passegkon. OH ckasar, 4To BO Bpems paboTbl B
Mockse B nepuog ¢ 19 no 2005 roa B MexxayHapogHOM
pecnybrMKaHCKOM MHCTUTYTE - aMEePUKAHCKOM MO3rOBOM LIEHTPE,
cBsi3aHHOM ¢ PecnybnvkaHckon napTnen, a ero poacTBEHHON
opraHusaumen aensetca HaumoHanbHbIM 4eMOKpaTUYeCcKmi
WHCTUTYT - YHOBHUKM |R| coobwmnu ®BP, yTo ero ysonunu,
NMOTOMY YTO €ro « CBSI3U C POCCUNCKON pa3BeaKon Obinn CANLLIKOM
CWNbHbI ».

Opyrumn cnosamun, Mionnep He TONbKO caenan TEKYLLYH OLEHKY
o KnnumHuke, oH NnpogeMOHCTpUpOBar, Kak OH nepecmaTtpusan
KapbepHble warn KunmMmHuka B cepum nynesbiX MyHKTOB, HA4YMHas
C ero poxgeHus B [IHenponeTpoBckon obnactu B 1970 rogy u
3akaHuuBas ero noesgkon B CLUA B 1997 roay, B ero ycunuvs B
2014 roay, 4TOo6bI caenaTb NUap-paboTy, 3alLmLaoLLYyO
AswxeHne Poccum B (BTOpkeHve) B KpbiM.

Mo cnosam ConomoHa, Mionnep HEMHOMO He YNOMSIHYI, YTO
«npocmoTpen» 3annckn ®BP 1 NocaenaptameHTa o ctaTtyce
KunumHuka kak nHpopmatopa. OH gaxe 3allen Tak ganeko, 4Yto
Ha3Barn 4Y1HOBHMKOB noconbcTBa CLUA B YkpanHe, KoTopble
umenu geno ¢ KunmmHmkom:

Ana lNepcenn, anasHbil nonumuyeckul 0esimerib 8 10Cobcmee
Kueesa ¢ 2014 no 2017 200, cka3an azeHmam ®EP, ymo
20cydapcmeeHHbIe YUHOBHUKU, 8 MOM 4Yucrie
8bICOKOMNoOcMassieHHble compyOHUKU rocoribcmea AnekcaHop
KacaHog u Spuk Lynby, cyumarom KunumHuka makum UeHHbIM
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The implication was clear: Manafort was offering to use his
position within the Trump campaign to “get whole” with the scary
metals baron, Deripaska. Manafort believed his role on the
campaign could help “confirm” Deripaska would drop a lawsuit he
had filed against Manafort.

When Manafort later sent “internal polling data” to Kilimnik with the
idea that it was being shared with Ukrainian oligarchs and
Deripaska, this seemed like very damaging news indeed: high-
ranking Trump official gives inside info to someone with “ties” to
Russian intelligence.

Mueller didn’t just describe Kilimnik as having ties to Russian
intelligence. He said that while working in Moscow between 19and
2005 for the International Republican Institute— that’'s an American
think-tank connected to the Republican Party, its sister
organization being the National Democratic Institute — IR officials
told the FBI he’d been fired because his “links to Russian
intelligence were too strong.”

In other words, Mueller not only made a current assessment about
Kilimnik, he made a show of retracing Kilimnik’s career steps in a
series of bullet points, from his birth in the Dnieprpetrovsk region
in 1970 to his travel to the U.S. in 1997, to his effort in 2014 to do
PR work defending Russia’s move into (invasion of) Crimea.

Mueller left out a bit, according to Solomon, who says he
“reviewed” FBI and State Department memos about Kilimnik's
status as an informant. He even went so far as to name the U.S.
embassy officials in Ukraine who dealt with Kilimnik:

Alan Purcell, the chief political officer at the Kiev embassy from
2014 to 2017, told FBI agents that State officials, including senior
embassy officials Alexander Kasanof and Eric Schultz, deemed
Kilimnik to be such a valuable asset that they kept his name out of
cables for fear he would be compromised by leaks to WikiLeaks.
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aKkmueoM, Ymo OHU CKpbleasiu e2o UMsi om mernezgpamm. 60rChb,
4Ymo oH 6ydem ckomripomemupogaH ymeydkamu 8 WikiLeaks.

«[llepcenn onucasn mo, 4mo OH cHumars HeobbI4YHbIM yPOBHEM
ocMompumernibHoCmu, Komopbil bbis1 839m ripu obpauwieHuu ¢
KunumHukomy, - 208opumcsi 8 00HOM om4yeme 06 UHMepP8bHo
@EP, komopell 51 paccmomper. « ObbIYHO 2riaga rnoaumu4ecKo2o
omOena He obpauwjarsics K ucmoYHukam, Ho KacaHogh coobuwus
lepcenny, ymo KUTIMMHUK 6b1n yyecmeumeribHbIM
UCMOYHUKOM».

OTa cBA3b Oblfa onncaHa B «COTHAX CTpaHuL
NpaBUTENbCTBEHHbLIX AOKYMEHTOBY, O KOTOPbIX CONOMOH
coobuuaet, yto Mionnep «obnagan ¢ 2018 roga». PBP, nobasun
OH, 3Han Bce o ctatyce KnnumHuka kak nHgopmatopa
"ocymapCTBEHHOro genapTameHTa 4O 3aBepLUEHMS
paccnegosaHus Monnepa.

OTO 0OMH M3 pacTYLLEro YMcna NpuMepoB IOAen, Yen cTaTyc
AOKYMEHTMPOBAHHbLIX aMEePUKaHCKMX MHPOPMATOPOB He
ynoMuHaeTcs B otdyeTe Mionnepa, rae OHM BMECTO 9TOro onucaHbl
nog obwmm 3aronoBkoM «Poccuinckoe npaBUTENbCTBO
CBS3bIBAETCS C KamnaHuen Tpamna 1 KOHTaKTUPYET C HEN».

OOHUM 13 NepBbIX TaKNX «J1L, CBA3aHHbLIX C POCCUNCKNM
npaesuTenbcTBoM» aBnseTca ®enukc Catep, oONMCaHHbIN B OT4ETE
Mtionnepa Kak «Hbt-MOPKCKUIN KOHCYbTAHT MO HEABMXUMOCTMNY,
KoTopbl cBsi3ancs ¢ KOBHOM C «HOBbIM 3anpocoM O
cTpouTenbcTBe npoekta Trump Tower B Mockee».

MmeHHo CaTtep nHnuumnpyeT paccnegoBaHnue, a CaTtep Hanucan
KoaH Hanbonee YacTo UNTUPYEMbIE SNIEKTPOHHbIE NCbMa, Takne
kak «baggw, Haw mManbymMk MoXeT cTaTb npeangeHTom CLUA» u
«# 3actasnio BCo komaHay NyTuHa npuHATh yyactue». CaTtep B
oT4yeTe npusbiBaeT KoaHa nogaepkaTb NPOEKT U NpodorkaeT
obeLlaTb, YTO OH CMOXET NPOBOAMTbL BCTPEYUM C TAKUMUN NIOAbMMU,
Kak MyTuH 1 nomoLwHnk AmuTpusa Meckosa.

Ho Hurge B oTyeTe He packpbiBaeTcs, Yto CaTep, Kak coobLiaeTt
Intercept , 6611 3aperncTpmpoBaHHbiM MHopmaTopom PEP ¢ 19
neT, Koraa nocrne BbiMoraTenbCTBa U HaNageHUn oH noanucarn
cornaileHme o coTpygHmyectse. [JokyMeHT Bbin nognucaH co
CTOPOHbI NPaBMUTENbLCTBA OyAYLLIMM [MaBHbLIM ciegoBaTenem
Mionnepa, SHapto BancmaHow , elle ogHa getanb, KOTOPYHO
HUKTO HE HaxoguT CTPaHHOMN. _
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“Purcell described what he considered an unusual level of
discretion that was taken with handling Kilimnik,” states one FBI
interview report that | reviewed. “Normally the head of the political
section would not handle sources, but Kasanof informed Purcell
that KILIMNIK was a sensitive source.”

This relationship was described in “hundreds of pages of
government documents” that Solomon reports Mueller “possessed
since 2018.” The FBI, he added, knew all about Kilimnik’s status
as a State Department informant before the conclusion of
Mueller’s investigation.

This is one of a growing number of examples of people whose
status as documented U.S. informants goes unmentioned in the
Mueller report, where they are instead described under the
general heading, “Russian government links to, and contact with,
the Trump campaign.”

One of the first such “Russian-government connected individuals”
is Felix Sater, described in Mueller’s report as a “New York based
real estate advisor” who contacted Cohen with a “new inquiry
about building a Trump Tower project in Moscow.”

It's Sater who initiates the inquiry and Sater who wrote the

most oft-quoted emails to Cohen, like “Buddy our boy can become
President of the USA” and “I will get all of Putin’s team to buy

in.” Sater in the report encourages Cohen to keep the project alive
and keeps promising he can deliver meetings with the likes of
Putin and aide Dmitry Peskov.

But nowhere in the report is it disclosed that Sater, as reported by
the Intercept, has been a registered FBI informant since 19, when
after racketeering and assault cases he signed a cooperation
agreement. The document was signed on the government side by
Mueller’s future chief investigator, Andrew Weissman, another
detail no one seems to find odd.
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ToYHO TakK ke B 0TYeTe eCTb pasfen C ydacTneM nepcoHaxa no
nmenHn N'eHpun OkHsIHCKUI (OH ke 'eHpu MpuHBepr). OKHAHCKNIA-
"puHGepr (y Hero ectb Apyrne NCeBAOHUMBbI) - 6a3npyloLniAcs B
Manammu xacTtnep, KoTopbii 0bpaTUcs K ObIBLLEMY NOMOLLHUKY
Tpamna Mawkny KanyTto B mae 2016 roga, sikobbl npeanaras
CYHUUWKUTENBHYO MHopMauuio» o Xunnapu KnuHtoH. Mionnep
nepeuncnset geno NpuHGepra nog 3arofoBKOM O
«nNoTeHunaneHoOM 3anHTepecoBaHHOCTN Poccun B pOCCUNCKMX
B3MIOMaHHbIX MaTepuanax».

OH nponyckaeT vacTb, rae nbon namoT C y4EeTHOM 3anmcblo
PACER MOXeT BbINOMHUTbL NOMUCK N0 (pnHBEPry 1 HAanTu ceputo
cyaebHbIX JOKYMEHTOB, B KOTOPbIX 4aCTO apecToBaHHasi ourypa
yTBepxaaeT: «A cotpyaHuyan ¢ ®BP B TedeHue 17 net, yacto
noasepras CBOK XM3Hb ONMACHOCTU «.

KoHeuHo, ntobon cmenbii MOXeT 3asBUTb, YTO SBNsieTCA
nHdopmatopom OBP, nbiTasick npegoTBpatuTh AenopTauuio. Ho
B 3TOM Criyyae, CTPeMSACh AokasaTtb, YTO OH Ha camMoMm gene 6bin
COBETHMKOM NpaBuTeNbCTBA, [pnHbepr nogan B PEP 3anpoc o
cBoboge nHdopmMaLmm - n QakTUYeCcKn Nony4nn JoKyMmeHTaumto!

CynebHble npoTokonbl KanndopHum nokasbiBatoT, YTO OKHAHCKMN
/ TpnHGepr nony4nnu cepuio «3HaunTenbHbIX 06LLECTBEHHbIX
BbIro4» YCrOBHO-A0CPOYHbIX BU3 Pa3HOM NPOOOSKUTENBHOCTM OT
npasutenbcTtBa CLUA B nepmog ¢ 2008 no 2012 roa. B
OOKYMEHTax Aaxke ykasaHbl MMsi 1 Homep TenedoHa ero
coTpygHuka no genav ®6P.

HecnocobHocTb Mionnepa ngeHtTduumpoBaTb CBA3N
npasutenscTtea CLUA ¢ NpnH6eprom nnmn Catepom bbina
noao3puTensHoN (eCTb U Apyrve ynyLeHnsi B rofioBy), HO OTKa3
OT 9TOro B crny4vae ¢ KnnmmHmnkom Gbin bl OLLENOMIIAIOLLM.
Bsanmopgenctems MaHadopTa ¢ KunmmHuk 6binm onucaHsl
cyoben Oro bepmaHa [kekcoH kak « 6eccnopHoe s4po
YnpasneHus paccrieqoBanms CneumanbHOro KPUCKOHCYNbTa .»

MHoro ObIno caenaHo u3s-3a Toro, Yto KunmmHuk nocetun batuHio
Tpamna B aBrycte 2016 roga, 4tobbl NpeacTaBuTb NNax
yperynupoBaHus pOCCUNCKO-YKPAUHCKOrO KOHNUKTA:
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Similarly there is a section in the report involving a character
named Henry Oknyansky (a.k.a. Henry Greenberg). Oknyansky-
Greenberg (he has other aliases) is a Miami-based hustler who
approached former Trump aide Michael Caputo in May of 2016,
ostensibly offering “derogatory information” on Hillary Clinton.
Mueller lists the Greenberg case under a header about “potential
Russian interest in Russian hacked materials.”

He leaves out the part where any idiot with a PACER account
can run a search on Greenberg and find the series of court
documents in which the oft-arrested figure claims, “I cooperated
with the FBI for 17 years, often put my life in danger.”

Of course, anyone bold enough might claim to be an FBI
informant in an effort to stave off deportation. But in this case, in
an effort to prove to he was in fact a government tipster,
Greenberg submitted a Freedom of Information Request to the
FBI about himself — and actually got the documentation!

California court records show Oknyansky/Greenberg received a
series of “significant public benefit” parole visas of varying lengths
from the U.S. government between 2008 and 2012. The
documents even list the name and phone number of his FBI case
officer.

Mueller’s failure to identify the U.S. government links to either
Greenberg or Sater was suspicious (there are other head-
scratching omissions as well), but failing to do so in the case of
Kilimnik would be mind-boggling. Manafort’s interactions with
Kilimnik were described by Judge Amy Berman Jackson as the
“undisputed core of the Office of Special Counsel’s investigation.”

Much was made of the fact that Kilimnik visited the Trump Tower
in August of 2016 to present a plan for resolving the Russian-
Ukrainian conflict:
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KunumHuk obpamuricsi ¢ npocbboli 0 ecmpeye, Ymobbl fIUYHO
npedcmasumb MUPHbIU fiaH 0715 YKpauHbl, Komopbil
Managpopm npusHan kaHuenspuel CreyuanbHO20 cogemHuka, u
3mo 6bi1 «4epHbIl x0d» i Poccuu, Ymobbl KOHMpPoiuposams
yacme 80CMOYHOU YKpauHbl; 0ba MyX4YUHbI rionazanu, Ymo rnnaH
nompebyem coeanacusi Tpamna, Ymobsi rpeycriems.

Ho B goknage ConomMoHa ykasbliBaeTcsl, 4TO KUnMmHuK gBaxapl
e3gun B CLUA B 2016 rogy, 4ToObl BCTPETUTBLCS C
rocygapcTBeHHbIMU YUHOBHUKaMW, N NpeacTaBun TOT Ke «nnaH
MUpa» YMHOBHMKaM agMuHucTpauumn Obambl. KWnnmHuk, no-
BMAMMOMY, obcyxaan aToT nnaH B BawuHrtToHe ¢ 6biBLLIMM
COTpyOHUKOM noconbcTtea AnekcaHgpom KacaHodom, KOTopkIn €
Tex nop 6bi Ha3Ha4YeH Ha BbICLLYIO rOCY4apCTBEHHYHO
OOMKHOCTb, Ha YXunHe 5 masa 2016 roga.

He To 4ToObl KOro-TO 3TO CUMNbHO BOMHOBaNo, HO KUNMMMHUK
cepavTo oTpuuarn, YTo ero HasblBaloT LNNMOHOM. Kak nuweT
ConomoH:

lNpedcmasumenu NocdenapmamerHma, ®EP, MuHucmepcmea
rocmuyuu u ogpuca Mronnepa He omeemuriu Ha 3arnpockl O
KoMmmeHmapusix. KunuMHUK He omeemurl Ha 371IEKMPOHHOE
nucbMo ¢ rpPockbol MPOKOMMEHMUPO8aMb, HO 8 MPOUWIIOM
Mecsue 8 rnucbme 8 « BawuHamoH nocm» OH packpumukosarl
«8bI0yMaHHbIU paccka3» Mrornnepa o HeM. «Y MeHs1 Hem HUKaKux
cessell ¢ pycCKUMU unu, o cymu, ¢ kakou-riubo
paseedbieamersibHOU onepauuel», - Harucar OH.

Pacckas o MaHadopTe-KnnmmHuke - aTo NnpuHUMNuanbHO MHas
HOBOCTb, €crniv KNnnmMHuK - ckopee amepuKaHCKU akTuB, Yem
POCCUIACKNIA.

Ecnu 661 KunumHuk perynsipHo gasan otyeThbl B [ocaenapTameHT
0o 2016 roga, ecnun ero MMPHbLIN NaH He OblN AbSABOSIbCKAM
3agom Hanepepq Tpamna-MaHadopTa, YToObl NOAENUTL YKpanHy,
ecnn KnnnumHuk 6bin KEM-TO, KOrO MOXHO «OLLENOMUTbL MpK
poccunckom BTopkeHun B KpbiM», kak CONOMOH rOBOPUT, YTO
®BP npuwinio K BbIBOAY, YTO BCA 3Ta YacCTb UCTOPUM C «
BopoTtamn Poccun» 6bina cpapcom.

Crp. 104


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/longtime-manafort-associate-konstantin-kilimnik-rejects-his-depiction-in-mueller-report/2019/04/19/af9221ce-62bc-11e9-9ff2-abc984dc9eec_story.html%3Futm_term%3D.48007f846012
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/longtime-manafort-associate-konstantin-kilimnik-rejects-his-depiction-in-mueller-report/2019/04/19/af9221ce-62bc-11e9-9ff2-abc984dc9eec_story.html%3Futm_term%3D.48007f846012
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/longtime-manafort-associate-konstantin-kilimnik-rejects-his-depiction-in-mueller-report/2019/04/19/af9221ce-62bc-11e9-9ff2-abc984dc9eec_story.html%3Futm_term%3D.48007f846012
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/longtime-manafort-associate-konstantin-kilimnik-rejects-his-depiction-in-mueller-report/2019/04/19/af9221ce-62bc-11e9-9ff2-abc984dc9eec_story.html%3Futm_term%3D.48007f846012
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/longtime-manafort-associate-konstantin-kilimnik-rejects-his-depiction-in-mueller-report/2019/04/19/af9221ce-62bc-11e9-9ff2-abc984dc9eec_story.html%3Futm_term%3D.48007f846012

Kilimnik requested the meeting to deliver in person a peace plan
for Ukraine that Manafort acknowledged to the Special Counsel’s
Office was a ‘backdoor’ way for Russia to control part of eastern
Ukraine; both men believed the plan would require Trump assent
to succeed.

But Solomon’s report indicates Kilimnik traveled to the U.S. twice
in 2016 to meet with State officials, and delivered the same
“peace plan” to Obama administration officials. Kilimnik appeared
to have discussed the plan in Washington with former embassy
official Alexander Kasanof — who’d since been promoted to a
senior State position — at a dinner on May 5, 2016.

Not that anyone much cares, but Kilimnik has angrily denied the
characterization of him as a spy. As Solomon writes:

Officials for the State Department, the FBI, the Justice Department
and Mueller’s office did not respond to requests for comment.
Kilimnik did not respond to an email seeking comment but, in an
email last month to The Washington Post, he slammed the
Mueller report’s “made-up narrative” about him. “I have no ties to
Russian or, for that matter, any intelligence operation,” he wrote.

The Manafort-Kilimnik tale is a fundamentally different news story
if Kilimnik is more of an American asset than a Russian one.

If Kilimnik was giving regular reports to the State Department
through 2016, if his peace plan was not a diabolical Trump-
Manafort backdoor effort to carve up Ukraine, if Kilimnik was
someone who could be “flabbergasted at the Russian invasion of
Crimea,” as Solomon says the FBI concluded, then this entire part
of the Russiagate story has been farce.
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9710 cTano 6bl 6onee gByCMbICAEHHOW NCTOpUER, KoTopas bbina
caenana, 4Tobbl BbIrMaaeTb AbSABONbLCKON Yepes3 yMO3aKIioveHne
n ynyweHue. XoTa aTo He MoxeT ocBoboaunTe Mona ManadopTta
OT KM UMM MbICAK, YTO OH YTO-TO AernaeT HenpaBuIlbHO, 3TO
MOXeT N3MEHUTb LBET PakTU4eCcKoro NoBeCTBOBaHUS, TO, Kak Mbl
AOMXKHbI NOHMMAaTb UCTOPUIO.

«MeHepxep kamnaHmm Tpamna npegocTaBnaeT JaHHbIE ONPOCOB
nasHemy nHdopmartopy npasutennctea CLUA» He nmeeT Toro xe
addekTa, 4To 1 « MaHadopT NpeanonaraeT, YTo OH Aan
NoA03puUTESbHbIE AaHHbIE MO ONPOCaM POCCUMCKOrO LINWUOHA-
2016», kak YacTto 3asensn Daily Beast .

« TalimMc» pecTBUTENbHO OCBeLlana HeKoTopble U3 3TUX
BOMPOCOB HEKOTOPOE BPEMS Ha3afd B UCTOPUN, KOTOpast, HA MOW
B3rnsg, NOATBEPXKOAET MbICITb O TOM, YTO « Xusi» u « Talumce»
npocMaTpmBan OgHU U Te e OOKYMeHTbl KunumHuka.

« Tatimc» , cTaBLlasi HaOeXHOW NAoLaaKon Ansa MArkoro
packpy4nMBaHnsa OUCMO3UTUBHON MHOpMaLMM O TEOPUKN CrOBOPA,
KoTopas CKOpoO BhbIMAET B CBET, B peBpane Hanucana AnuHHy
cTaTbio 0 KunumHuke: « POCCUNCKMIA LLINWOH UM NONUTUYECKUN
onepaTtmMBHUK? 3arago4vHas dourypa B OCHOBE paccrefoBaHus

Miwonnepa .

B aTom maTepuane, o0CHOBaHHOM Ha «eCcAaTkax UHTEPBbIO,
3asiBreHni B cyae 1 ApYrux 4oKyMeHTax», KunmmHumk
onucbIBarncs Kak «onepaTtop, KOTOpbIi NErko nepemeLlarncs
MEXAY PYCCKUMMU, YKPAUHCKUMUN 1 aMepPUKAHCKUMU
NOKPOBMUTENAMMU, NOAbIFPbIBAsS ApPYr ApYry, ocTaenss nocrne cebs
mMaccy NPOTUBOPEYMBLIX MOAO3PEHMUN. »

The Times pobasun:

Lnsa amepukaHckux dunnomamos 8 BawuHamonHe u Kuese
KunumHuk 6bir1 U38ECMHbIM EPCOHAXeM 8 medyeHue noymu
decsamunemusi, pa3susasi periymauuro nocpedHuUKa UeHHou
UHhopmayuu ...
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It would become a more ambiguous story that was made to look
diabolical through inference and omission. Though it might not
absolve Paul Manafort of lying or thinking he was doing something
wrong, it could change the complexion of the actual narrative, how
we should understand the story.

“Trump campaign manager gives polling data to longtime U.S.
government informant” doesn’t have the same punch as “Manafort
Suggests He Gave Suspected Russian Spy 2016 Polling Data,” as
the oft-hyperventilating Daily Beast put it.

The Times did cover some of this ground a while ago, in a story
that to me lends credence to the idea that the Hill and
the Times were looking at the same Kilimnik documents.

The Times, which has become a dependable venue for the gentle
spinning of soon-to-be-released dispositive information about the
collusion theory, wrote a long feature on Kilimnik in February:
“Russian Spy or Hustling Political Operative? The Enigmatic
Figure at the Heart of Mueller’s Inquiry.”

That piece, based on “dozens of interviews, court filings and other
documents,” described Kilimnik as an “operator who moved easily
between Russian, Ukrainian and American patrons, playing one
off the other while leaving a jumble of conflicting suspicions in his
wake.”

The Times added:

To American diplomats in Washington and Kiev, [Kilimnik] has
been a well-known character for nearly a decade, developing a
reputation as a broker of valuable information...
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B nokymeHTe oTMevaeTtcs, 4To KunnmHuk nytewecreoBan
«cBoboagHo» B CLLA 1, no-Bngnmomy, cocnasncsa Ha y>KUH c
KacaHodom, otmeTuB, 4to KunumHumk «B mae 2016 roga
BCTPETMUICA C BbICOKOMOCTaBNEHHbIMY YNHOBHUKAMM
locoenaptameHTa 3a HanuTkamu B 6ape Off the Record».

Tornbko B nocnegHux AByx naparpadax oHu AOLWAn 0 CyTw,
uMTmnpysa Kanyro:

Umobeil noddepkameb asmo derno, adsokamsi e-Ha MaHaghopma
3anpocunu u nosy4Yunnu om rpasumesiscmea 3arnucu,
ceudemernbcmsyroujue o mom, Ymo e-H KunumHuk obwarics ¢
O0ImMKHOCMHbIMU NUUaMu amepuKkaHCKo20 rnocosibcmea e Kuese.

«Ecnu oH 6b151 akmusom pocculickol pa3gedku, mo compyOHUKU
locOenapmameHma, Komopble ecmpeydanuck ¢ HUM Ha
npomsixeHuUU MHoaux siem, G0xHbI bbimb 100 criedcmeuemy, -
cka3san 2-H Karymo.

HeT gepbma! OgHo geno, ecnvn KunmmHmk 6bin NpocTo elle
OLHMM XacTnepomMm, KOTOpbI NepemeLLancsa Mmexay 3anagHbiMu 1
pOCCUMIUCKUMKN opbuTamm, Toprys Ha cBs3sx ¢ 06enx cTopoH. B
Mockee 6bIno 6ecyMcneHHOe MHOXECTBO Takux uryp, 0CoO6eHHO
Ha4MHasa ¢ AeBAHOCTbIX, korga KunmmHuk Havan pabotatb Ha IRI.

Ho neno B ToM, BCTpeyarncs nm KunnmMH1UK HECKOMbKO pas3 B
Hedento ¢ NpeacTaBUTENAMN aMePUKAHCKOrO NOCONbCTBA U
perynsipHoO NpeaocTaBnsAn TbiCA4M CrioB UHdopmaumm. Het
cueHapus, B koTopoM KNnumMHKK Ha camom gene aBnseTcd
POCCUMNCKUM LLUMMOHOM, U TaKas 3anucb He Mioxo oTpaxaeTcsa Ha
TOM, KTO perynspHo ckaumsan u Aenuncs CBOUM UHTENMEKTOM Ha
aMepUKaHCKOM CTOPOHeE.

EcTb aBe Gonblune BO3MOXHOCTU: NnMbo otyeT CornomMoHa Kak-To
HEBEPEH, N XxapakTep OTHOLEHMI KunmMHmka ¢ npaBnTenbsCTBOM
CLUA 6bI1n uckaxeH, Nnnbo oH Npas, 1 3Ta UCTOPUS B «CEpALe»
nccneposaHuna Mionnepa 6bina nepeBepHyTa B OBepecT
(orpomHas ropa) BBOAALWMX B 3abnyxaeHme HOBOCTEN.
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The paper noted that Kilimnik traveled “freely” to the U.S. and
appeared to reference the dinner with Kasanof, noting Kilimnik “in
May 2016 met senior State Department officials for drinks at the
Off the Record bar.”

Only in the last two paragraphs did they get to the point, quoting
Caputo:

To buttress this case, Mr. Manafort’s lawyers requested and
received records from the government showing that Mr. Kilimnik
communicated with officials at the American Embassy in Kiev.

“If he was a Russian intelligence asset, then the State Department
officials who met with him over the years should be under
investigation,” Mr. Caputo said.

No shit! It's one thing if Kilimnik was just another hustler who
moved back and forth between Western and Russian orbits,
trading on connections on both sides. There were countless such
figures in Moscow, especially dating back to the nineties, when
Kilimnik began working for the IRI.

But it’s a different matter if Kilimnik was meeting multiple times a
week with American embassy officials and providing thousands of
words of intel on a regular basis. There’s no scenario where
Kilimnik is actually a Russian spy and that kind of record doesn’t
reflect badly on whoever was regularly downloading and sharing
his intelligence on the American side.

There are two big possibilities: either Solomon’s report is wrong
somehow, and the nature of Kilimnik’s relationship with the United
States government has been misrepresented, or he’s right and
this tale at the “heart” of the Mueller probe has been over-spun in
an Everest (huge mountain) of misleading news reports.
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B nobom cny4yae, 9TO AOMKHO ObITb N3y4eHO. [oxoxe, ogHako,
YTO HMKTO M3 OObIYHBIX NOAO3PEBAEMbIX HE 3aUHTEPECOBaH, TaK
Xe, Kak rnpecca oTkasanacb onyckaTbcs Ha tanuto B nonckax
skoObl «[MauneHTa HynnM» , ManbTUnckoro npodeccopa [xoseda
Mwudpcyaa (koTopbii, Kak roBopunuv, Obif 3aKkOBaH B KBapTUpE B
Pume). B TedeHne ceMu MecsiLeB nocrie Toro, kak cymacLuecteue
Pycrenta cnomanock, npexage YeM naTu Ha 3eMrito).

MSNBC cxer 6ecuncneHHble Yacbl, 04epXUMbl€ OTHOLUEHUAMMU
ManadopTta n KunmmHuka. Bel MoxxeTe HanUTu pacckas,
obcyxgaembii 00 mowHOMbI 34ech , 34ech , 34EeChb , 30ECh U BO
MHOMMX OpYyrmx Mectax, rae KnnnmHmka obbl4HO OonuvchiBatoT B
ahmpe Kak « PYCCKUI aKTUB » C KCBA3SIMU C PYCCKOW pa3BeaKom»,
KOTOPbI AaXe XBacTasncs, YTO BblyYWsl aHIIIUNACKUA OT PYCCKNX
LLMMOHOB.

Cun-3H-3JH Takke caenana orpoMHOE KOSIM4ecTBO OTHETOB O
napHe: cMOTpuTe 34€ech , 34eChb , 30eChb , 34eCb U 34echb . B
HEKOTOpPbIX COOBLLEHMAX TOBOPUTCS, UTO NnoBeaeHne MaHadopTa
«HamekaeT» Ha croeop, a Kpuc Cunuuua roBoput, 4To ero
BCTPEYMN C «PYCCKMM ONEepaTMBHUKOM» ObIfiM « O4YEHb BAKHBIMW ».
[MaBHbIM Bloviator (YpeamepHo pasaysaeT) [xenk Tannep
3agaBarncs BonpocoMm, bbina nun ata uctopus « Urpa, cet, maTy »
ans cnydaa croopa. Kaxablii pas, korga gemMokpaT roBopusn o
TOM, YTO «OLUENOMIISIOLLMM» U «NPOKNATLIMY ObINO M3BECTUE O
TOoM, YTo MaHadopT coobLian Homepa onpoca KnnmmHumka,
penopTepbl NOBTOPASN 3TN YTBEPXKAEHMS B OOHO MIHOBEHME.

A mor 6bl MOWTK BBEPX M BHU3 MO NUHUK ¢ Taumc , B Washington
Post , n apyrmnx ToproBbix TOYKax nedatu. Kaxagas kpynHas
HOBOCTHas opraHmsauusd, KoTopas oceellana « Russiagate »,
ocBellana ag (CruLKOM MHOro CoOBLLIEHNIA) U3 3TOW YacTu
nctopumn. Ho B TOT MOMEHT, KOrla eCTb NPeAnonoXeHne, ecTb
OPYron yron: ceepyku (muLuuHa) .
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Either way, it has to be looked into. It appears, though, that no one
among the usual suspects is interested, just as the press declined
to descend upon ltaly in search of the ostensible Patient Zero of
Russiagate, Maltese professor Joseph Mifsud (who was said to be
shacked up in a Rome apartment for seven months after the
Russiagate insanity broke before going to ground).

MSNBC burned up countless hours obsessing over the Manafort-
Kilimnik relationship. You can find the tale discussed ad
nauseum here, here, here, here, and in many other places, with
Kilimnik routinely described on air as a “Russian asset” with “ties
to Russian intelligence,” who even bragged that he learned his
English from Russian spies.

CNN has likewise done a gazillion reports on the guy: see here,
here, here, here, and here. Some reports said Manafort’'s conduct
“hints” at collusion, while Chris Cilizza said his meetings with a
“Russian-linked operative” were a “very big deal.” Bloviator-in-
chief (bloviate excessively) Jake Tapper wondered if this story
was “Game, Set, Match” for the collusion case. Anytime a
Democrat spoke about how “stunning” and “damning” was the
news that Manafort gave Kilimnik poll numbers,

reporters repeated those assertions in a snap.

| could go up and down the line with the Times,the Washington
Post, and other print outlets. Every major news organization that
covered Russiagate has covered the hell (reported excessively)
out of this part of the story. But the instant there’s a suggestion
there’s another angle: crickets (silence).
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https://www.msnbc.com/mtp-daily/watch/panel-manafort-sharing-polling-data-doesn-t-prove-collusion-but-indicates-big-problem-1422197316001
https://www.msnbc.com/rachel-maddow/watch/trump-campaign-gave-polling-data-to-russian-in-spring-2016-nyt-1448289859698
https://www.msnbc.com/hallie-jackson/watch/speier-don-t-think-for-a-minute-trump-didn-t-know-about-manafort-1423563331815
https://www.msnbc.com/the-beat-with-ari/watch/judge-manafort-lied-to-mueller-faces-spending-his-life-in-prison-1442245699524
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https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/09/politics/paul-manafort-donald-trump-robert-mueller/index.html
https://www.realclearpolitics.com/video/2019/01/10/tapper_is_manafort_giving_polling_data_to_person_with_russian_links_game_set_match_for_collusion.html
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/legal-issues/paul-manafort-shared-2016-polling-data-with-russian-employee-according-to-court-filing/2019/01/08/3f562ad8-12b0-11e9-803c-4ef28312c8b9_story.html?utm_term=.1a94e443afb7
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Russiagate 6bICTPO CTaHOBUTCS NOCT-KYPHANMCTCKUM HOBOCTHbLIM
siBrieHneM. Mbl XxmBem B UHGOpMaLMOHHOM naHawadTe,
HaCTOJSbKO pa3gBOEHHOM, YTO MeAna-KoMMnaHnn He OCBELLLaloT
HOBOCTU, NOTOMY YTO OHU MOIYT NPUOEPKMBATLCH PaCCKa30B.
Kunmmuumk, 6ygy4m nocTostHHbIM MHGOPMaToOpoMm
"ocynapCcTBEHHOrO AenapTamMeHTa, nepecekaet og006peHHyo
MSNBC nuHUIO 0 TOM, YTO OH POCCUNCKNIA pyOeLl, KOTOPLIN
nbiTancsa ucnonb3oBaTb MeHemkepa kamnaHum [JoHanbaa
Tpamna. Takum o6pa3om, 3T0 BykBarnbHO HE MMEET HMUKAKON
LIeHHOCTU AN MHOIMUX KOMMaHWUIM, Ja)ke ecrin 3TO ABHO
OOCTOWHbIN OCBELLEHNSI B HOBOCTAX MO TPaAMULMOHHOM OLIEHKE.

Mexay npounm, coobieHmne ConomMoHa 0 TOM, YTO OHO
npaeamMBo, He 06s3aTenbHO onpasabiBaeT HU KunumHuka, Hm
MaHadpopTa. 3T0 MOXET NPOCTO 03HAYaTb YCIIOXXHEHMNE KAPTUHBbI,
a Takke HeynoOHble Bonpockl ana Pobepta Mionnepa n
COTPYOHMKOB MOCOSbCTBA, KOTopble MMenu geno ¢ KunmmHukom.
BoT uTto Tak cBoguT € yma. Mbl AoLWwnu 4O TOro, YTO HOBOCTHbIE
pedakTopbl 1 npoatocepbl 6orbLUe NOXOXM HA PeAaKToOpoB
HenpepbIBHOCTU hunbMa - 6eCNOKOATCA O NOAAEPKAHUN
nuTepaTypHOW COrnacoBaHHOCTU B OCBELLEHUM - YEM
obpaluaoTecs K 3aCny>XMBatoLLMM BHUMAHNSA HOBOCTHbLIM
CcobbITUSIM, KOTOPbIE MOTYT CABMHYTb HAac B CEpbIE 30HbI.

Hawa npecca oTcTon. ECTb ANKTaATYypbl TPETLErO0 MUPa, B KOTOPbIX
raseTbl cTapatoTcs (bornee cepbesHo), Yem 3gecb. Mbl MpUBLIKHK,
no KparHen mepe, NPUTBOPATLCS, YTO NOKpbIBanu 6asbl. Tenepb
Mbl LUYTKA.
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Russiagate is fast becoming a post-journalistic news
phenomenon. We live in an information landscape so bifurcated,
media companies don’t cover news, because they can stick with
narratives. Kilimnik being a regular State Department informant
crosses the MSNBC-approved line that he’s a Russian cutout who
tried to leverage Donald Trump’s campaign manager. So it literally
has no news value to many companies, even if it's clearly a
newsworthy item according to traditional measure.

Incidentally, Solomon’s report being true wouldn’t necessarily
exonerate either Kilimnik or Manafort. It may just mean a
complication of the picture, along with uncomfortable questions for
Robert Muller and embassy officials who dealt with Kilimnik.
That's what’s so maddening. We've gotten to the point where
news editors and producers are more like film continuity editors —
worried about maintaining literary consistency in coverage — than
addressing newsworthy developments that might move us into
gray areas.

Our press sucks. There are third-world dictatorships where

newspapers try harder (are more serious) than they do here. We
used to at least pretend to cover the bases. Now, we’re a joke.
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8. Jo6bpo noxanoBaTtb B « 3a HOBOCTAMM

(KkaK HOBOCTM CcO3AaloTCH) »

IIpumeuanue nis yuraresaei Substack ...
MaTT Tanoou 21 uioHsa 2019 r.

BTN

BEHIND THE NEWS

Bo-nepsbix, 0 Untitledgate . A He pasodapoBancs B 3ToOM. JTO
ObINI0 HAMHOrO CroXKHee, YeM st oxumaarn, 1 B oopmaTe, B KOTOPOM
MHe perynsapHo NpuxoauTcs BblNycKaTb KAKON-TO KOHTEHT AN
nnaTHbIX NOANNCYMKOB, S YyBCTBYHO, YTO HE MOrYy NPOCTO
NMonNpoCUTb BCEX NPOAOITKATL XAaTh OONbLUOro packpbiTUs. Takum
00pasom, S IKCNEPUMEHTMPOBAS C YEM-TO HOBbIM, YTOObI
caenaTtb B MPOMEXYTKaxX MEXAy HUMWN.
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8. Welcome to 'Behind the News (how

news is produced)’

Note to Substack readers...

Matt Taibbi Jun 21, 2019

BTN

BEHIND THE NEWS

First, about Untitledgate. | haven’t given up on it. It's just been
harder going than | expected, and in a format where | regularly
have to release some kind of content to paying subscribers, | feel |
can’t just ask everyone to keep waiting for the big reveal. So I've
been experimenting with something new to do in the in-between
times.
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Heckonbko neT Hasag, korga g BnepBble Hayan ocseLlaTb
KamnaHuu, y MeHs NnosiBunocb xob6m. A Bbixoamnn ns cBoero
rOCTUHMYHOro HoMepa B Ntobom ropoae, rae 6bl 9 HA HaxoauIcs,
©pan 6ecnnartHble Gymaru, KOTopble OHM OCTaBNANN 3a OBEPbLIO
(4acto B CLUA cez2o0Hs ), a 3aTeM NbiTancs pasrnsgerb kak
MOXHO 6onblie BS Ha nepBov CTpaHuue 3a MUHYTY. , UICMONb3ys
KpacHbI Mapkep.

OcobeHHo, Korga pedb Lia 0 OCBELLEHUM KaMNaHW1, peako Obino
TPYAHO NOMNYYUTb LESyto Noocy, NOMEYEHHYO KPaCHbIM LIBETOM,
MeHee YyeMm 3a MuHyTy. The New York Times - camasi 3a6aBHas
CTaTbsl, KOTOPYK MOXHO MCMOMb30BaTb AN 3TOro ynpaKHEeHus.

A nyman o Tom, 4Tobbl caenaTtb YTO-TO MOXOXEE B 3TOM
npeaBbIBOPHOM Ce30He, TONbKO A 6bl Aenan 3To B BUAe BMAEO,
CHMMas Takke pparmeHTbl Tenenepegad, nokasbiBas YnTaTensam,
roe CKpbiTble MaHMNyNSUMKN K yroBKK. Migesa coctosina Obl B TOM,
4yTOObI pasbirpaTb HEKOTOPLIE M3 TeM Hate Inc. , Ho caenaTb 37O,
ncnonb3ys Tekyllee NonmMTuyeckoe ocBeLleHune.

Moatomy B coTpyaHmnyectse ¢ WEMU , 04eHb KpyTOM MECTHOM
paguocTtaHuunen B [kepcn-Cutn, Mbl pasbirpbiBaeM BEPCUIO
megma-kputa Mystery Science Theatre , KOTOpyt Mbl Ha3biBaeM
Behind The News. [MnaH coctouTt B TOM, 4TOObLI NOAeNaTh BCe
00xoapbl (Mon3aHne TeKCTa B HMXKHEN YacTu akpaHa) , chryons
(TEKCT Noa TENEBU3NOHHBLIM N300paXKeHneM) , MO U HaKa4Ku,
4YTO6bI KONMMPOBaTb Ha COBPEMEHHbIE HOBOCTHbLIE BbIMYCKU -
kabenbHbI bopmaT Ha kabenbHOM hopmaTe NPECTyneHns.

OueBungHO, YTO Mbl BCE elle pa3pabaTbiBaeM U3NOMbI C TOYKU
3pEeHUs TOro, YTo paboTaeT, a YTO HeT, Kak MHOro MOCTOPOHHNX
BeELLEeN BTUCHYTb B 3KpaHbl (Mbl NblTaemcsa nogaenartb 3T0T
ahbpexT, a He KoNMPoBaTb), U Y3HAEM, KaK Mbl MOXEM
ncnonb3oBaTb Bce rpadumyeckue ncu-nansl 6onee 3abasHble, YeM
pasgpaxatrowme, To eCTb 3aCTeHYMBO abcypaHble. Mbl Takke
OOIMKHbI NPONTY Yepes3 MO KPYyTOW Kypc 0By4eHus B Ka4yecTBe
ynTaTtens HoBocTen. Ho ecniv 310 cpaboTaeT, Mbl CMOXEM
co3aTb MHTEPECHBLIN KOHTEHT O TOM, Kak OCBeLLieHNe BbIOOPOB, B
YacTHoCTH, paboTaeT B TedeHne npeaBbliOOpPHOro cesoHa.
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Years ago, when | first started covering campaigns, | developed a
hobby. | would walk outside my hotel room in whatever city | was
in, pick up the complimentary paper they left outside the door
(often a USA Today), and then try to spot as much BS on the front
page as | could in under a minute, using a red marker.

Especially when it came to campaign-related coverage, it was
rarely hard to end up with a whole red-marked front page in less
than a minute. The New York Times is the most amusing paper to
use for this exercise.

| thought about doing something similar this campaign season,
only I'd do it in video form, taking bits of TV coverage as well,
showing readers where the hidden manipulations and tricks are.
The idea would be to play off some of the themes of Hate Inc., but
do it using current political coverage.

So in cooperation with WEMU, the very cool local radio station in
Jersey City, we're playing around with a Mystery Science Theater
version of media crit, which we’re calling Behind The News. The
plan is to spoof all the crawls (text crawling on the bottom of a
screen), chryons (text below a TV image), boxes and overlays to
rip on modern news coverage — cable format on cable format
crime.

Obviously we’re still working out the kinks in terms of what works
and what doesn’t, how much extraneous stuff to cram in the
screens (we're trying to spoof that effect, not replicate), and learn
how we can use all the graphic doo-dads in a way that’s more
funny than annoying, i.e. self-consciously absurd. We also have to
work through my steep learning curve as a newsreader. But if it
works, we should be able to produce interesting content about
how election coverage in particular works through the campaign
season.
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B aTon nepeon yactn BugeodpunbmM ¢ 06bACHEHNEM BCTaBIEH B
Gonee KpynHoe acce, koTopoe byaeT B 06bIMHOM hopmaTe. Peyb
naeT o0 TOM, Kak kabenbHble CTaHuMn (U ra3eTbl) MOHETU3UPYIOT
deHomeH Tpamna TOYHO TakK Xe, Kak OHW 3TO Aenanu Ha
npowsbIX Bblbopax, gaxKe eCriv OHN MPUTBOPSIOTCA, YTO « KpuyaT
(noeHTudmumpys rpexu) » Tpamna. OHu He - 3TO NPOCTO BM3HeC ,
Kak 0B6bI4HO, HO OHW YNOPHO TPYAATCS , YTOObI CKPbITh TO , YTO
OHW genaioT.

B ntobom cnyyae, noxanyncra, nOTepnNnTe MeHs, Noka Mbl
paboTaem Hag Tem, YTobbI BCE 3TO BbIrMsA4eno 6onee nnaBHO B
nocnegylowmnx 4acTsx.

Ckopo Gyaert eule.
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This first installment has an explainer video stuck into a larger
essay, which will be the usual format. The subject is how cable
stations (and newspapers) are monetizing the Trump
phenomenon in exactly the same way they did last election, even
as they pretend to be “calling out (identifying sins by)” Trump.
They’re not — it’s just business as usual, but they do work hard to
disguise what they’re up to.

In any case, please bear with me as we work to make this all look
smoother in subsequent installments.

More to come soon.

Page-111-



9. MNomHuuTe munnuapabl 6ecnnarHoro

NOoKpbITUA, KoTopoe AdoHanba Tpamn

nonyuyuun Ha npouwnbiX Bbibopax? OH

CHOBa noiny4vdaert 31o

JERSEY CITY

BIN

BEHIND THE NEWS
b 4

CAMPAIGN 2020: FESP (34%¢)R T !
..., HEADLINE: YOU WONT HAVE TIME TO DIGEST THIS

> ¥ 4 —

MSNBC u apyrue yxe noka3biBaioT, 4To B 2020 roay
OHU OYyAyT 3apadaTsiBaTh JeHbI'M HA Tpamne, nejas
BU/I, YTO BBICTYNAIOT MPOTHB HEr0

MatT Tanoou22 vioHsa 2019 r.

YacTto uMTupyemblt nokasartenbs coctasun $ 2 mnpa , HO OH
nogHsincsa o $ 5 mnpa k koHuy 2016 roga BbiGopos, B
3aBMCUMOCTU OT NPOH3uTenbHoctn B CMW 0 KoTopom mMaeT peuyb.
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9. Remember the billions of free coverage

Donald Trump got last election? He's

getting it again

JERSEY CITY

BIN

/

CAMPAIGN 2020: FF 52 (342 )R T |
vy HEADLINE: YOU WONT HAVE TIME TO DIGEST THIS HEADLINE

BEHIND THE NEWS
b 4

" 4 —e

MSNBC and others are already showing that in 2020,
they’ll make money off Trump while pretending to
advocate against him

Matt TaibbiJun 22, 2019

The oft-quoted figure was $2 billion, but it went up to $5 billion by
the end of the 2016 election, depending upon the shrillness of the
media outlet in question.
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OTn mmnnuapgbl 66111 TeM, CKONbKo «cBOBOAHBbIX CMIN»
HoHanbg Tpamn npegnonoXuTenbHO NOAYYMI OT rofoAHbIX M0
PENTUHTY (FONOAHLIX AN 3pUTENEl) HOBOCTHbIX areHTCTB B
Hadane nocriegHen NPes3naeHTCKon nsbupaTenbHOM KamnaHui.

Hapsay ¢ Poccuen, Ixenmcom Komu n Wikileaks, ato siBneHue
perynspHo ynoMmHanocb B MNOCMEPTHbIX BbIOOpax Kak OCHOBHast
npuynHa n3bpanms Tpamna. Xunnapu KnnHToOH, koTopasi rpomye
BCEX Xanopanacb, B CBOEM NOPa3NUTESNTIbHOM YNPaXXHEHUN MO
OTPULLIAHMIO Ha BCIO KHUTY MOA HasBaHueM « Ymo cryqunochbs .
OHa Hanucana:

Nx HacToswas npobnema 3aknoyaeTcsa B TOM, YTO OHW HE MOTyT
HECTW CBOK COOCTBEHHYHO pOSib B OKa3aHUM NOMOLLM B n3bpaHum
Tpamna: oT npegocTaBneHns emy 6ecnnaTHOro 3UpPHOro
BpeEMeHM 4O NpeaocTaBneHns MOUM 3f1EKTPOHHbBIM NMUCbMaM B
TpW pa3a 6onbLUero oCBeLLeHNs, YeM BCe BOMPOCHI,
3aTparvBaloLLme X1U3Hb Noden BMeCTe B3STbIX.

Xvnnapu nponyctuna Ty 4YacTb, r4e OHa Takke Nnoslyyuria okoso
3,24 munnuapaa gonnapos B Buae ceBoboaHbix CMW, koTopble
Ha3bIlBaloT « 3apabotaHHbiM1 CMW », Korga Mbl UICNONb3yeM KX
AN OnMcaHusa NOMUTUKOB, KOTOPble HaM HpaBATcs. Mexay
NpoYnM, TeNeKaHanbl, Kak NpaBuno, pasfaaroT «3acnyXeHHble
CMW» nMeHHO nonuTrkam, KOTopble MOryT No3BonuTbL cebe
NnaTuUTb 3a CBOMX NUAaPLLNKOB, 0COBEHHO nuaepam n
JOIMKHOCTHBIM AnLam.

CnocobHocTb Npe3naeHTa Bbi3biBaTb 3UPHOE BPEMS MO CBOEMY
ycMoTpeHuto (Npocto 6ombuTb Koro-To!) AsnseTca ogHuM 3
OCHOBHbIX N3bMpaTenbHbIX NPeNMYLLECTB AENCTBYOLLErO
npe3ngeHTcTBa. [MonuTnkKn, KOTOopble HA CaMOM erne HaxoasaTcs B
Tynuke, - 3To He KNMHTOHbI MMpa, a Tak Ha3blBaemble
«Baxpomyatbie» onpocsl, [eHHnc KyumHuy n PoH Monc, 3uapro
Anrc n Maiik N'pasenc. Jaxe bepHu Cangepc nonyumn B 23 pasa
MeHbLLEe TeNEeBU3MOHHOIO OCBeLLEeHUs, YeM Tpamn, NnpeTeHOeHT,
Ybe BOCCTaHWE Ha BeYepurHKe BbINo 04eHb NOXoXe Ha
NOBECTBOBaHME B HOBOCTAX K pacckasy Tpamna.

Tem He MeHee, nNonyyeHne cpecTB MaccoBOW MHopMauuu,
4TOObI OCBELLATh BAC, ABMNSETCA YaCTbio 3aa4m
bannoTtupoBaTbCcsa B opuce B coBpeMeHHon Amepuke, n Tpamn
ObIN XOpoL B 3TOM. OTO HE ONTMMarbHbIV CNOCcob ynpaBnATb
ctpaHon. Ckopee Bcero, 6bino Obl nyywe, ecny 6bl Npouecc
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Those billions were how much “free media” Donald Trump
supposedly received from ratings-hungry (hungry for viewers)
news outlets early in the last presidential election campaign.

Along with Russia, James Comey and Wikileaks, this
phenomenon was pointed to regularly in election postmortems as
a primary cause for Trump’s election. One of the people who
complained the loudest was Hillary Clinton, in her astounding
book-length denial exercise called What Happened. She wrote:

Their real problem is they can’t bear to face their own role in
helping elect Trump, from providing him free airtime to giving my
emails three times more coverage than all the issues affecting
people’s lives combined.

Hillary left out the part where she, too got about $3.24 billion in
free media, which is called “earned media” when we’re using it to
describe politicians we like. Incidentally TV stations tend to give
away “earned media” to, precisely, the politicians who can afford
to pay for their own PR — frontrunners and incumbents especially.

The president’s ability to summon airtime at will (just bomb
someone!) is one of the major electoral advantages of
incumbency. The politicians who are really at the short end of the
stick here aren’t the Clintons of the world, but the so-called “fringe”
pols, the Dennis Kuciniches and Ron Pauls, the Andrew Yangs
and Mike Gravels. Even Bernie Sanders got 23 times less TV
coverage than Trump, a challenger whose intramural party revolt
was a very similar news narrative to the Trump tale.

Still, getting the media to cover you is part of the challenge of
running for office in modern America, and Trump was good at it.
It's not an optimal way to run a country. We'd likely be better off
with a super-short election process that included a handful of
publicly funded candidate forums.
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BbI6OpPOB Oblf 04EHb KOPOTKUM M BKITHOYaAr HECKOSbKO
dunHaHCHpyeMbIX rocygapcTBoMm hopyMoB KaHAMAATOB.

Ho aTta cuctema y Hac ectb, 1 nocrne 2016 roga HOBOCTHbIE
opraHmsaumm oba3anncb NpPeKkpaTuTb JOUTb ee 3a Hanu4YHbIE.
PacnpoctpaHunocb nsBecTtue, 4To Mbl ObiNK BHe BU3Heca
nomowm Tpamny. He GyaeTt 6onblue TpaHCnAUunn NyCTbIX
noaMyMoB, oxuaarwmx nossneHmsa Orange One.

Ham Takke ckasanu, 4to He ByaeT 6onee NpUsITHbIX CECCUI, Ha
KOTOpbIX Takue nogu, kak Muka n [1)ko, NyckaroT crntoHu B bora
pentuHra . (bor, KOTOPLIN NPUHOCUT MHOIO 3pUTENEN)

MockonbKy Mbl Hecnu nnakat « [JeMokpaTns ymmpaeT BO TbMeE »,
Mbl Oonblle He gaeanu Tpamny 6ecnnaTHbIn Nnap. PakTnyecku,
KOHTEHT Tpamna Obin 66l 06epHYT HACTONBKO HEFATUBHOM
peaakUMOHHOW MNOMUTUKOW, YTO BUAEO HE MOrfo ObiTb
NCNONb30BaHO B €ro nonb3y Agaxe criydyanHo. Emy 6onblue He
OyaeT NO3BOMEHO Aaxe CNOPUTb UM PUTOPUKKM, TaK Kak kabenb
nonset (NonseT Mo HKHEN YacTy aKpaHa) cka3an Takue BeLm,
kak TRUMP BbI3bIBAET OEAMY ®OHOEP U (OH HET) .

MopanuaaTop B OTHOLUEHUN U3MEHEHNS HALLEN MENOANN U
BEPHOCTM « UCTOPUYECKOMY CYXKAEHMUIO » Obin ABHO (hanbLUMBBLIM.
310 6bIN NPOCTO cnNocob No3BONUTL CeTAM DonbLLe OXBaTbiBaTb
Tpamna, n HaobopoT, yAenaTb eLle MeHbLLE BHUMaHUSA TeMaMm, He
oTHocAWwmMMEs K Tpamny.

Bonblwas 6ecnnatHasa pacnpogaxa Ha 9ToW Heaene BKo4vana
obmeH ockopbneHnsmn mexay Tpamnom u ko bangeHom.
Bepcua TL: DR (cnulikom AnvHHas - He yuitana) cCoCTOUT B TOM,
yTto BangeH HasBan Tpamna «3K3nMCTeHUManNbHOM Yrpo3om» Ans
Amepukn, B To Bpems Kak Tpamn HasBan bargeHa «COHHbIN
napeHb», «AYPadvoK» U «HeydauYHUK», KOTOPbI Obin
«MepneHHbIN» N «NCUXNYECKN cnadblin», HECNOCOOHbIN ATU B
HOry € peanbHbIM rpacrkoM KamnaHum.

OH, Tpamn, ckasan, YTo emy He TEPNMUTCSA CTONKHYTbCS C
BangeHom, NOTOMY UTO «MHe HpaBuTcsa beraTb NPOTUB
ncmuxuyeckn cnabbix nioaeny.

Bce, KTO npoLuen kamnaHuio B NpOLUIOM rogy, 3Hanu, 4to
cnyyunock. 31o dhopmyna, Kotopyto ntobut Tpamn. OH B3pbiBaeT
BangeHa B TBUTax 1 BbICTYMNSEHUSAX, MOTOMY YTO NPOBOAUTL
KaMnaHuio nervye, 4em ynpaensTb.
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But this is the system we have, and after 2016, news orgs pledged
to stop milking it for cash. Word spread that we were out of the
helping-Trump business. There would be no more broadcasts of
empty podiums awaiting the appearance of the Orange One.

Neither, we were told, would there be any more chummy sessions
where people like Mika and Joe slobbered on the Ratings God.
(God who brings many viewers)

As we carried the “Democracy Dies in Darkness” banner, we
would no longer give Trump free PR. In fact, Trump content would
be wrapped in so much negative editorializing that video couldn’t
redound to his benefit even by accident. He would no longer be
permitted even argument or rhetoric, as cable crawls (creeping
across the bottom of the screen) said things like TRUMP CALLS
OBAMA FOUNDER OF ISIS (HE'S NOT).

The moralizing about changing our tune and being true to
“history’s judgment” was clearly fake. This was just a way to allow
the networks to cover Trump more, while conversely giving even
less attention to non-Trump topics.

The big giveaway story this week involved an exchange on insults
between Trump and Joe Biden. The TL:DR (too long — didn't read)
version is that Biden called Trump an “existential threat” to
America, while Trump called Biden a “sleepy guy,” a “dummy,”
and a “loser,” who was “slower” and “mentally weak,” unable to
keep up with a real campaign schedule.

He, Trump, said he was anxious to run against Biden, because “I|
like running against mentally weak people.”

Everyone who went through the campaign last year knew what
was up. This is a formula that Trump loves. He’s blasting Biden in
tweets and appearances because campaigning is easier than
governing.
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O6meH 0CKOPBNEHNAMUN C HEYKITHOXKUMM, IKCLLEHTPUYHBbIMU
ObIBLUMMU BULIE-NPE3MAEHTAMU - 3TO ECTECTBEHHOE UIPOBOE Nose
Ansa aToro nonuTtuka. OH nyylle B 3TOM, YeM BCe B NMOSNIUTUKE, KaK
OH nokasas B NPOoLUsibiv pas, korga OH noXxupan Takux, kak [xeb
Byw n Xunnapw KnvHToH, 3amaHmBas ux B rnybokne Boabl
COPOMOpHbIX HacMellek B ctune WWE.

Ecnu Bbl Ha ypoBHe TOro, YTOObI HE NCMONb30BaTb AT BUPXKN,
4YTObbI BbICTPO 3apaboTaTh, 1 Bbl AENCTBUTENBHO
3anHTepecoBaHbl B TOM, 4TOObI OTkasaTbeCs OT BS, 4TO6bI
ocBellaTb pearnbHble HOBOCTU - HAaBOAHeHUA Ha CpefHem
3anapge, KpynHoe cnusHue TenekoMMyHukauun, 6ecnopsiaku B
"oHKoHre n T. [1. - BbI ' A npocTo cayn (npovrHoprposan) aTy
NCTOPUIO.

OTO Aaxe He OTHOCUTCHA K HOBOCTAM kamnaHuu. [1o BbIGOpOoB eLle
rog, u AencTBoBaTh TakK, kKak OyaATO B rOHKE OCTanocb TOMbKO ABa
KaHavaaTa, BbIrOQHO POBHO ABYM FHOASM, KaXabI U3 KOTOPbIX
MOXET Mo3BONUTL cebe KynuTb COOCTBEHHBIV Nuap: banaeH n
Tpamn.

Bce kpynHble ra3eTbl U TenekaHanbl No-NpexxHemMy urpanu
BaXHYyto ponb. « Hero-Nopk Talme» n « BawuHamoH rnocmy»
onybnukoBanu aTo Ha NepBoOn cTpaHuue. « Talme» yitana :

Tpamn n BanaeH cTaHOBATCA NINYHBLIMU B CTbI4YKe ANOBbI
«OK3MCTeHUnanbHasa yrpo3a» U «COHHbIN NapeHb»
CoobujeHue nowern ¢ :

B Anose Bpaxpaa Habupaet cuny

TRUMP, BIDEN, PLAY OFF KAXKOOE OPYIOE

Ha kabenbHble cTaHumm (nnatHoro TB cTaHumMm) nownm rara
(cymacwepnwmn) . Kak Bbl MOXeTe onpasaaTh nepexon K aTomy
dopmaTty cHoBa, NOCIIE TOro, Kak Bbl MPUHANN 3aCny>XeHHOoe
ockopbrieHue 3a To, YTO B NOCMNEeAHUIN pa3 UCnonbL30Banv ero Ans
nony4eHns orpoMHoun Npubelinn? Jlerko: NPUTBOPUTLCS, YTO Thl
3TOro He Aenaelb, N OBBUHATL B TOM, YTO Thl AeNnaellb C
Honanbgom Tpamnom.
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Insult exchanges with bumbling, foot-in-mouth ex-Vice Presidents
is a natural playing field for this politician. He’s better at it than
everyone in politics, as he showed last time, when he devoured
the likes of Jeb Bush and Hillary Clinton by luring them down into
the deep waters of sophomoric, WWE-style taunting.

If you’re on the level about not using these exchanges to make a
quick buck, and you're truly interested in abandoning BS to cover
real news — the Midwest floods, a big telecom merger, Hong Kong
riots, etc. — you’d just blow off (ignore) this story.

It's not even relevant as campaign news. We'’re a year away from
the general election, and acting like there are only two candidates
left in the race benefits exactly two people, both of whom can
afford to buy their own PR: Biden and Trump.

All the major papers and TV outlets still gave it significant play.
The New York Times and the Washington Post both out it on the
front page. The Times head read:

Trump and Biden Get Personal in lowa Skirmish

An “Existential Threat” and a “Sleepy Guy”

The Post went with:

In lowa, a Feud Gains Strength

TRUMP, BIDEN, PLAY OFF EACH OTHER

The cable stations (pay TV stations) went gaga (crazy). How do
you justify jumping to this format again, after you took so much
deserved abuse for riding it to huge profits the last time? Easy:

pretend you’re not doing it, and blame what you are doing on
Donald Trump.
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BpanaH Ynnbsmc B8 MSNBC BbinycTun ¢Bov Bbinyck «11-in yacy» ¢
aTon uctopmen. OH Ha4yan 3abaBHoO :

U ecnu ebi ce2odHsi cmomperiu kaberibHble HO80CMU, U 8Ce
xopowue epaxxdaHe QOSKHBbI ...

MpaBunbHO. Bbl HE NpocTo cMoTpenu peknamHbli ponuk Oil of
Olay nnn peknamy Hooro Infiniti GX50 (oHn 06a cnoHcupoBanu
nporpammy). CMOTpeTb kabenbHoe TeneBnageHme - 310
epaxdaHcmeo. OH NPOAOIHKUIT:

Ecniu ebl ce200Hs1 cmompernu Hogocmu o KabesibHoMy
mernesudeHuo, U 8ce xopouwue epaxdaHe OOKHbI, 8b1 MOasu bbl
nodymams, 4Ymo eceobujue 8b160pbI HasHa4vYeHbl, U [JJoHasb0
Tpamn npsivo celivac bannomupyemcs Ha riepeusbpaHue
npomus kaHOudama om [emokpamudeckol napmuu [xo
BatideHa.

Ho amo, koHeyHOo, He mom criy4yal. [JoHanb0 Tpam 38y4um mak,
Kak 6ydmo oH 6exxum ripomus [xo batlideHa, HO ecmb uenasi
Ky4a deMokpamos, 0ecsimKuU U3 HUX, KOmopble yMOJISiom
omnu4yumMbCH.

Tak 4yTo Mbl HEe BMHOBATHI, U aaxe He [xo bangeH, 4To Mbl
Aernaem NCTopuio, KoTopas 3BY4YMT Kak NCTOPUSA 0 BCEOBLLNX
BblOOpax No KpanHen mepe Ha 12 MecAueB paHblUe. 3TO BMHA
Tpamna.

Tpamn, roBopuUT YUNbsAMC, XO4ET, YTOObI Bbl MOBEPUNM, YTO Ha
rone HeT «OeCATKOB» APYrMX KaHAMAAaToB OT AeMOKpaToB. Tak
4yTo Tpamn - 3TO TOT, KTO XO4EeT, YTOObI Bbl UITHOPUPOBANW ApPYrnx
KaHOuaaToB OT JeMOKpaToB.

3aTeM Yunbsimc NpoaorkaeT UrHOpMpOBaThb APYrUX KaHau4aToB
OT A,eMOKPaTOB.

OH npogomxaeT pacckasbiBaTb UCTOPUIO 06 obmMeHe
ockopbneHnsiMu, 1 Npu aTom geMoHCcTpupyeT okoro 1:06 kagpos,
Ha koTopbix BargeH o6pywmnca Ha Tpamna n3 Tpex oTaeNbHbIX
mMecT B AoBe.
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Brian Williams on MSNBC led off his “11th Hour” newscast with
the story. He began in amusing fashion:

And if you looked at cable news today, and all good citizens
should...

Right. You didn’t just watch an Oil of Olay commercial, or an ad
for the new Infiniti GX50 (they both sponsored the program).
Watching cable TV is citizenship. He went on:

If you looked at cable news today, and all good citizens should,
you might think the general election is set and Donald Trump is
straight up running for re-election against the Democratic
nominee, Joe Biden.

But that is certainly not the case. Donald Trump sounds like he’s
running against Joe Biden, but there are a whole slew of
Democrats, dozens of them, who beg to differ.

So it's not our fault, or even Joe Biden’s fault, that we're doing a
story that sounds like a general election story at least 12 months
early. It's Trump’s fault.

Trump, says Williams, wants you to believe there aren’t “dozens”
of other Democratic candidates in the field. So Trump’s the one
who wants you to ignore the other Democratic candidates.

Williams then proceeds to ignore the other Democratic
candidates.

He goes on to tell the story about the exchange of insults, and in
doing so, shows about 1:06 of footage of Biden railing against
Trump from three separate lowa locations.
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MSNBC no CoCTOsiHWIO Ha NeTo NpoLUnoro roga s3vman okono $
13,550 3a 30-cekyHOHYIO peknamy, Tak YTO Bbl MOXETe caenatb
MaTemaTuKy. OTO Kaapbl, KOTOPble, BEPOSITHO, CTOAT OKOSO
TpUALAaTU ThICHM.

OT0 BaXHble, MHOpMaTUBHBLIE HOBOCTU? Mex (Hy 1 4YTo) . JTO
BangeH HasbiBaeT TpamMna «3K3UCTeHUNarnbHON yrpo3on» u
xanyeTtcs, 4YTo «3To 75-4 rogosuwmHa D-Day, u oH nuweT o bett
Mwugnep?»

Mebl npoeenu Bce neto 2016 roga, cnywas, Kak 4eMoKpaThbl
B3pbIBAOT HeraTvebl Tpamna, ¢ Tex Nop Mbl Mario YTO Crblwanu
(Hukakmx gpyrux ncropui) o MSNBC n CNN. 310 HOBOCTM? JTO
onpeaeneHHo cky4Ho. Kpome Toro, cHoBa banpgeH 6annotupyetca
Ha OOMMKHOCTb. Ecnn SHApto AH fomKeH 3annatuTb, YTobbl
HasBaTb MMeHa Tpamna, TO 1 nnaep AOSKEH.

3aTem ceTb NnepeBopayvMBaeT ceputo Knmnos Tpamna,
BbiCnexuBatoLero (n3dbmeatowero) xo. Cetb gaet Tpamn o 1:11
Bpemst Ha MornoTok (pyHT) bangeH, 4Tobbl ckasaTtb YTO - TO
Bpoae:

OH mak MHO20 pa3 npou3HOCcUs1 Moe UMs, 4Ymo rtodu bornbwe He
moasiu e2o mepriems ... COHHbIU NapeHs ...

Laxxe ecrnu nrodu, npomug Komopbix OH bexxum, 2oeopsim, 20e
OH? Ymo npousowno? OH ebicmynaem & Atioge pa3 e dge
Hedernu, a 3ameM 74 pa3a ynomuHaem Moe UMs 8 0OHoU pe4u. 5
He 3Haro.

3mo HarnmomuHaem MHe Kpugyto (HewecmHyro) Xunnapu. OHa
cOerarna mo xe camoe.

3aTteM Yunbamc npepbiBaeT 1, BbIrMmMaAaaAa mMmpa4vHo, roBOpuUT, 4YTO
TpaMﬂ No3Xe NepeKniynnca Ha «TpyaHble BeLn»:

A cnbiwan batideHa, komopbil HeyOaqyHUK ...
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MSNBC as of last summer was charging about $13,550 for 30-
second ads, so you can do the math. This is footage that’s
probably worth about thirty grand.

Is it important, informative news? Meh (so what). It's Biden calling
Trump an “existential threat” and complaining that “it’s the 75th
anniversary of D-Day, and he’s tweeting about Bette Midler?”

We spent all of the summer of 2016 hearing Democrats blast
Trump’s negatives, we've heard little else (no other stories) on
MSNBC and CNN since. Is it news? It's definitely boring. Also,
again, Biden is running for office. If Andrew Yang needs to pay to
call Trump names, so should the front-runner.

The network then flips to a series of clips of Trump whaling away
(beating up on) at Joe. The network gives Trump about 1:11 of
time to hammer (pound) Biden, to say things like:

He said my name so many times that people couldn’t stand it
anymore... Sleepy guy...

Even if the people that he’s running against, they’re saying where
is he? What happened? He makes his stance in lowa, once
every two weeks and then he mentions my name 74 times in one
speech. I don’t now.

That reminds me of crooked (dishonest) Hillary. She did the same
thing.

Williams then interrupts, and, looking somber, says Trump later
switched to the “hard stuff”:

| heard Biden, who’s a loser....
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A1 dormkeH ckazamb 8aM, OH Opyeol napeHb. OH 8blanadum
UHaye, yem paHbwe. OH delicmeyem He mak, Kak paHbwe. OH
Oaxke MedrneHHee, YeM paHble.

A 6b1 nyqwe nobexar ... baltdeHa, Yyem ko20-1ubo. 5 dymaro, 4mo
OH camblil criabbil ymcmeeHHo. VI MHe Hpasumcsi 6e2amb
rnpomus rtodel, Komopsle criabbl yMcmeeHHO. 5 0ymaro, 4mo
JDxo cambil criabbil 30eck.

B cniyvae, ecnu Bbl nponycTunu «Tskenble Bewmn», MSNBC gaxe
nosaboTuncs o Tom, 4To6bI NokasaTtb poTorpacumm Tpamna co
cnoeamu BIDEN n LOSER Ha Chryon:

TRUMP BbI3OBbI BIDEN A «LOSER (wnuvasn) » MNepen
Bblesgom Ha AVNOBA TRIP (wrtat Anosa)
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I have to tell you, he’s a different guy. He looks different than he
used to. He acts different than he used to. He’s even slower than
he used to be.

I'd rather run against... Biden than anybody. | think he’s the
weakest mentally. And | like running against people that are weak
mentally. | think Joe is the weakest up here.

In case you missed the “hard stuff,” MSNBC even made sure to
show the pictures of Trump with the words BIDEN and LOSER in
the Chryon:

TRUMP CALLS BIDEN A “LOSER (schlimazel)” BEFORE
LEAVING FOR IOWA TRIP (to lowa)
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10. Baner v napeHue cynepreposa Pobepr
Mronnep

Iloka3anus Pobepra MioJuiepa 10/1KHBI ObLIN
03HAMEHOBATh KOHell HAIMOHAJBHOI0 KOIIMapa.
BmecTo 3TOr0 poamniaces HoBasi JiereHjaa

MaT1T Tan66u1 asrycra 2019r.

RN

M3MeHeHns Npom3oLLnm 3a OOUH LMKN HOBOCTEN. HaumHasa ¢ oo m
nocne nokasaHui crnewmanbHoro cosetHuka Pobepta Mionnepa B
KoHrpecce, rnybuHa ameprkaHCKOW penmrmo3Hon MaHmm Gbina
packpblTa. Russiagate npecca yganack npeBpatuTb pearibHOCTb
BCE BOKPYT.
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10. The rise and fall of superhero Robert

Mueller

The testimony of Robert Mueller should have marked
the end of a national nightmare. Instead, a new legend
was born

Matt Taibbi Aug 1, 2019

The change came in the space of a single news cycle. Beginning
before and ending after the congressional testimony of Special
Counsel Robert Mueller, the depth of America’s faith-based mania
was laid bare. The Russiagate press managed to turn reality all
the way around.
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B TOT MOMEHT, korga 310 cobbITMe TpaHCNMPOBanoch B NPSMOM
adupe, oueHka BbICTynneHns akc-gupektopa PBP B kadecTBe

cBugeTens KoHrpecca 6bina noyTn eguHogyLHon. Mionnep 6bin
pacTepsiHHbIM, YA3BMMbIM YENOBEKOM, @ HE HEYTOMUMOM CUTOWN.

«QuyeHb, o4eHb BONbHOY, - cKkasan AaBHUN EMOKpPaTUYECKUN
ctpaTter dasma Akcenbpos.

«5 He 3Hato , YTo #Dems oxmpanu ot #RobertMueller , Ho 310,
BEPOATHO, He Tak,» TBuTTEp MoBapa Fineman.

«Mionnep 6opeTcsay, - NPOKOMMEHTUPOBAN ObIBLLMIA NPOKYPOP U
nogymHeHHbln Mionnepa MneHH KnplwHep. «MHe kaxeTcs, 31O
npobrnema co 340pOBLEMY.

9710 6bIN0 YygoBuwHOe 06BUHeHNe CMI. HecnocoBHOCTb
CneumanbHOro CoBeTHMKa CrieanTb 3a Bonpocammn nnm
3anoMuHaTh KrntoveBble AeTanu (OH «He 6bin 3HakoM» ¢ hmrpmon
Fusion-GPS!) B3opsana gBa roga LWyMuxu.

Mtionnep 6bin NpogaH B COTHAX CTaTen 1 TENEBU3NOHHbIX
nepenad Kak camblili KOMNETEHTHbI YeroBek Ha 3emne,
HacToswwmn cyneprepon . Ero monyanmeas maHepa 1 ym 6puTBbI
AKobbl NpeacTaBNANM Xnsoe NpoTMBOSIANE HaleMy 6ONTyHy-
npesnaeHTy JoHanbay Tpamny. OH Bbin NnepcoHaxeMm n3 «
KomaHdbr Amepuka», GbIBLUMM pyKOBOAMUTENIEM MOPCKOW NEXOThI
®BEP B CeHT-lMonc, MNpuHCTOH, 1 B acnupaHType B YHUBEpCUTETE
KpyTton. « 63TmMeH BepHyncs, YTobbl cnactu AMeEpuKy» , - ckasan
ero ObIBLWN BTOpOK cOTpyaHuK ®BP Tumotn Mepdum B TUNUYHOM
nUcTopuu AByxreTHen AaBHOCTU, Ha3BaB Miornnepa «repoewm, B
KOTOPOM HyxaaeTca AMepukar.

OT0T MM ymep Ha TeneBnaeHun.
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In the moment, while the event was being broadcast live, the
assessment of the ex-FBI director’s performance as a
congressional witness was nearly unanimous. Mueller was a
confused, vulnerable human being, not an indefatigable force.

“Very, very painful,” said longtime Democratic strategist David
Axelrod.

‘I don’t know what the #Dems were expecting from
#RobertMueller, but this probably isn’t it,” tweeted Howard
Fineman.

“Mueller is struggling,” former prosecutor and Mueller subordinate
Glenn Kirchner commented during the event. “It strikes me as a
health issue.”

This was a monstrous indictment of media. The Special Counsel’s
inability to follow questions or remember key details (he was “not
familiar” with oppo firm Fusion-GPS!) exploded two years of hype.

Mueller was sold in hundreds of articles and TV features as
earth’s most competent human, a real-life superhero. His close-
lipped manner and razor intellect supposedly presented a living
antidote to our blabbermouth numbskull president, Donald Trump.
He was as a character straight out of Team America, an ex-
Marine FBI chief by way of St. Paul’s, Princeton, and a grad
program at the University of Awesome. “Batman is back to save
America,” his former FBI second Timothy Murphy said in a typical
story from two years ago, describing Mueller as “the hero America
needs.”

This myth died on television.
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OT0 Npon3oLLIo No owmnbKe, Takon, KOTopas BCcerga ConpsikeHa ¢
pWYCKOM, KOrga Bbl MMeeTe Aeno C TPaHCNAUUSMA B NPSIMOM
achmpe, Kak 0OBHapPYXUnNu gaxke Takme cTporne obecTtsa, kak
Cosetckuin Cotos. [lemokpaTbl B KOHrpecce, Takme Kak rnmaea
cynebHon cuctemsbl MNanatel npegcrtasmtenen hxeppona Hagnep
n Agam Wndpd ns komnteta no passenke, gymanu, 4To Tenewoy
npuHeceT penopTax Monnepa «K >XU3HU».

Kak aT aBa rnynua He 3Hanu unu He yOOCYXUINUCb BbISCHUTD,
yTo Mionnep He cnpaBumncs ¢ 3agadven peLleHns CroXHbIX
BOMPOCOB, TpyaHO noHATb. Hagnep n Wndd oba opucTsol.
CTyOeHT-NnepBOKYPCHUK IOPUANYECKOro dpakynbTeTa HN Ha MUHYTY
He CTaBUT CBMAETENS, €CIIM HE CYMTaTb 3TOro, HE rOBOPS YXKe O
CeMu Yacax HauMoHanbHOro TenesnaeHus.

Ho oHu npogormkanu, yoexaeHHble, 4To CneuunanbHbii agBokat
MOXET BAOXHYTb HOBYIO XW3Hb B €10, KOTOPOE, MO X MHEHWIO,
MOLUSO Ha ybbiNb TONMbKO NOTOMY, YTO ANMHHBIV Aoknag Mionnepa
ObIN «CYyXMM MPOAYKTOM NPOKYPOPCKON paboTbl», KOTOPbIV
nybnuka He Morna unu He mMorna NepeBapuUTb.

9710 camo no cebe 6bino 6ezymmem. ObHagexunearoLmne
OntocTepbl NO BCEN CTpaHe B TEYEHME HECKOMBbKUX MECSILIEB
NOTBOPCTBOBANM YTeHUo goknaga Mionnepa, kak 6yaro a1o 66110
cnoBo boxbe - ¢ TakuMn 3HaMeHUTOCTAMMU, Kak AHHETT BeHuHr,
[>xoH Jlntroy n KeemnH KnavH, HageBawLWMMN YMHbIE OYKU B
ctune Puka Neppu Ans npoBeaeHnst TENEBU3MOHHON Nepeaaym
Esanrenus. ,

OTtyeT 6k packpy4veH MHoro. OH GbiT NPoAaH COTHSAMU ThiCAY
3K3eMMNnsApoB 1 Tenepb TpMHagUuaTb HeAenb BXOAUT B CMMCOK
bectcennepoB New York Times . B #Resistance America ato
Be3gecylue, kak B bubnuu NegeoHa. Kaxetcs, yto Hagnep n
Lndod xoTenn 4To-To NOMUMO 3HAKOMCTBa C paboTow,
Hanpumep, Buaeo Miwonnepa, HasBaswero Tpamna 06MaHLMKOM,
KOTOPbIA MOXHO ObI1r10 O6bl NCNOMNBL30BaTh B pekname.

BMeCTo 9TOro oHM nokasanu To, Yero HUKTO He oxuaan. Tenepb
Mbl NOHANK, NovYemy CneumnanbHbI COBETHUK n3beran npsambIx
obMeHOoB B TeveHue AByx neT, byayyn ogHUM 13 camblx
M3BECTHbIX JIOOEN Ha 3eMne.
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It happened by mistake, the kind that’s always a risk when you're
dealing with live broadcasts, as even censorious societies like the
Soviet Union have found. Congressional Democrats like House
Judiciary chief Jerrold Nadler and Adam Schiff of the Intelligence
committee thought a TV show would bring the Mueller report “to
life.”

How these two goofs didn’t know, or bother to find out, that
Mueller was not up for the task of following difficult questions is
hard to understand. Nadler and Schiff are both lawyers. A first-
year law student wouldn’t put a witness on stand blind like that for
a minute, let alone seven nationally-televised hours.

But they pressed on, convinced the Special Counsel could
breathe new life into a case they believed had waned only
because Mueller’s long report was a “dry, prosecutorial work
product” that the public couldn’t or wouldn’t digest.

This in itself was crazy. Hopeful blue-staters across the country for
months have indulged in readings of Mueller’s report like it was
the word of God — with celebrity jackasses like Annette Bening,
John Lithgow and Kevin Kline donning Rick Perry-style smart
glasses to conduct televised deliverance of the gospel.

The report has been hyped plenty. It's sold hundreds of thousands
of copies and has now been on the New York Times bestseller list
for thirteen weeks. In #Resistance America it's as ubiquitous as
Gideon’s Bible. What Nadler and Schiff seem to have wanted was
something beyond familiarity with the work, like video of Mueller
calling Trump a crook that could be used in commercials.

Instead, they revealed something no one expected. Now we

understood why the Special Counsel avoided live exchanges
across two years of being one of the most famous people on
earth.
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Korga yTpeHHee 3acenaHue Miwonnepa B komutete Hagnepa
3aKkoH4unochb, ctyama NBC kasanacb NOXOPOHHbIM GO .

«Ecnu 6b1 gemokpaTbl Uckanu NepBo3gaHHbI 3BYKOBOW
dparMeHT ANUTENbHOCTBIO OT AeCATU A0 NATHaAUaTh CeKyHa, B
KOTOPOM OHW XOTenu caenatb TO, Yero XoTesnu, Hy, BEPOSTHO,
3TOro He NPOU30LLOY, - ckasan Jlectep XonT.

Yak Togn, koTopbln BMecTe ¢ konneron Panyen Maggoy 6bin
OLHMM 13 CaMblX 3HEPIMYHBIX pPycUrepoB-grakerioHOCLIEB,
nNpeanonoXun, YTo Ha PPOHTE OXMBIEHMs1 Mionnepa nokasaHus
OblNKn « NonHbIM nNposanom ». OH gobaBun, YTo «He Aenan
HMYero, YTobbl MOMOYb» apryMeHTamMmm UMNUYMEHTA.

B TeueHune 48 yacoB HaUNOHasbHbIN KOHCEHCYC NOSTHOCTbLIO
n3meHuncs. 1o 6bINo 3axsaTbiBatoLLe (HEBEPOATHO) .

«Mionnep He nogeen. CTtpaHa aTo caenana », - nuweT
IbxeHHndep PybuH ns The Washington Post . Ee kntoueBon
OTPbIBOK, KOTOPbIV cTan 6bl NpeaMeToM, KOTOPbI MHOTME
noayvepKkmBaniu, Xanoasncsa Ha Ype3MeEpPHbIN aKLEHT Ha «ONTUKEY:

«lMpoBany cBsA3aH He C NPOKYPOPOM, KOTOPbIN 0BHapYxun akThbl,
HO MOXET ObITb NSIOXO MOArOTOBMEH K NMONIUTUYECKOMY
ob6ocHOBaHMIO, a C TeM, YTO cTpaHa He ByaeT untaTb ero goknag,
a CMW ogepx1Mmbl NOACHETOM rofiocoB, BMECTO TOro, YTOObI
COCpPenoTOHUTBLCH HA MPOKISATMW. CNOPHbIE GaKThI.

B ogHO MrHoBeHue aTa ngest pacnpocTpaHuiach noscoay.
«PobepTt Mionnep u TMpaHusa« ONTUKKA » OOBUHUIU AmIaHMmUuKy.
«3abyabTe 0 TeaTpanbHOW KpUTKKE - BbiBoAbl Mionnepa -
HacTosILWasa HOBOCTbY, - Hanucan konnera [asug Mpam.
«[xetbdpunc oTBEpraeT ONTUKY: Mbl XOTENN NOKasaHum OT
Mtonnepa, a He ot PobepTta ge Hupoy, - ckaszan Xussn.
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When Mueller's morning session in Nadler's committee ended,
NBC’s studio seemed like a funeral parlor.

“If, uh, Democrats were looking for a pristine ten to fifteen second
sound bite that made the point they wanted to make, uh, it
probably didn’t happen,” said Lester Holt.

Chuck Todd, who along with colleague Rachel Maddow has been
one of the most energetic Russigate torchbearers, offered that on
the bringing-Mueller-to-life front, the testimony was “a complete
failure.” He added it “didn’t do anything to help” impeachment
arguments.

Within 48 hours, national consensus was completely reversed. It
was breathtaking (incredible).

“Mueller didn’t fail. The country did,” wrote Jennifer Rubin of The
Washington Post. Her key passage, which would become a point
stressed by many, complained about the over-focus on “optics”:

The “failure” is not of a prosecutor who found the facts but might
be ill equipped to make the political case, but instead, of a country
that won'’t read his report and a media obsessed with scoring
contests rather than focusing on the damning facts at issue.

In a heartbeat this idea spread everywhere. “Robert Mueller and
the tyranny of ‘optics” blared The Atlantic. “Forget the theater
criticism — Mueller’s conclusions are the real news,” wrote
colleague David Graham. “Jeffries dismisses optics: We wanted
testimony from Mueller, not Robert de Niro,” chimed in The Hill.
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B CMW n coumanbHbIX CETSIX CTaNo SCHO , YTO ChnyLlaHne He
6b1n0 kKaTacTpodoun, 4To Mionnep dakTudeckn NPoaBMHYICA
Brnepen, COXpaHUB CBOK MOryLLEeCTBEHHYIO penyTauuio. Bugute
nK, OH GbINT B TPYAHOM MOMNOXEHUK, 1 ero 6opbba - 31O 3110, a He
knHo. Daily Beast ckasan Tak ¢ aTum 3aronoskom 1 Lede (nepebii
abzau) :

PoGepT Mionnep, Tpamn XaHTep

HencTBuTtensbHo, ObinM 4eMOKPaThI, pacCePKeHHbIe Ha
cneymnanbHoro coBetHuka Pobepta Mionnepa 3a 1o, 4TO OH Gbin
Po6eptom Mionnepom B cpegy yTpom nepen CyaebHbim
komuTeToM MNanatkbl Npeacrasutenen ? Heyxxenn mbl Tak
HEeNpMBbIYHbI K CKPOMHOMY rOCY4apCTBEHHOMY CriyKallemy,
KOTOpbI FOBOPUT YECTHO U CAEPXKAHHO, YTO 3TO Hac becut ...?

Mucatenb Maprapet KapncoH HactanBana Ha TOM, YTOObI
Mionnepa nonpocunu OCTaBUTb HEBO3MOXHOE, MOCTaBUB 3agavdy
«cnactm 6onbLuyto urpy ¢ nacamm Hail Mary B yetsepTon
yeTBepTu». OgHaKo, NO ee crnoBaMm, OH «HUKoraa He cobuparncs
6pocaTb ANVHHbLIA MAY» (NPOM3BOACTBO MeTadopbl BO3POCIO B
nepuog Mionnepa). Npobnema Gbina He ¢ Mionnepom, a ¢ Hamu,
NOTOMY YTO Mbl HE CMOTTIM «YNPaBNSATb OXUAAHUAMUY.

Takum obpasom, Monnep 6bin He npocto AgpaamMom
JluHkonbHOM, OXOMHUKOM Ha 8aMrupos , HO Takke « Mouceem
Ha rope , UICNONHALWUM AEeCHATb 3anoBeaen, HO He
ApamaTtusmpyowmm nx». bonee Toro, B npeackasyemom
pasBUTUMN IKCNEPTbI YTBEPXKAANN, YTO CIYyXM O
pa3o4vapoBLiBaoLLEeM cBuaeTenscTBe Mionnepa Gbiriv NopoyHoOmn
NOXbt0, COBEPLUEHHON pecnybnnkaHuammn B Cor3e ¢ (Unm « Ha
KONeHsax ») Tpamnom.

Mtionnep BepHynca K Tomy, 4Tobbl ObITb U CBALWEHHOW ourypon, un
cyneprepoem (B AMepuke Npopok Bcerga bbin Takke HagyTb
3agHuLy (kMHO3Be34a Mayo) ). ATo 3aHANo ABa gHsA. Cnycta Tpu
OHA nocrie ero ceugeTenscTBa KatnnH MNMapkep yTBepxaana B «
BawuHamoH nocmy, 4to «TeprneHune» Mionnepa Ha cTenge
caenano ero goctonHbiM MNoveTHon meganu. Crneayrowmm
OTPbIBOK ObifT haKTUYEeCKM ONyGrMKoBaH KEM-TO, KTO
naoeHTndmumpoBan cebs Kak XXypHanucT:
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It became a de rigeur media and social media observation to say
the hearing wasn'’t a disaster, that Mueller in fact moved the ball
forward, his mighty reputation intact. He’d been in a difficult
position, you see, and fighting evil, not movie acting, is his thing.
The Daily Beast said so with this headline and lede (first
paragraph):

Robert Mueller, Trump Hunter

Really, there were Democrats angry with Special Counsel Robert
Mueller for being Robert Mueller Wednesday morning before the
House Judiciary Committee? Are we so unaccustomed to a
modest public servant speaking honestly in a measured voice that
it enrages us...?

Writer Margaret Carlson insisted Mueller had been asked to
deliver the impossible, tasked with “saving the big game with Hail
Mary passes in the fourth quarter.” However, she said, he “was
never going to throw the long ball” (metaphor production has
soared in the Mueller period). The problem wasn’t with Mueller,
but with us, for failing to “manage expectations.”

As such, Mueller was not merely Abraham Lincoln, Vampire
Hunter, but also “Moses on the Mount, delivering the Ten
Commandments but not dramatizing them.” Moreover, in a
predictable development, pundits insisted the rumors of Mueller's
disappointing testimony were vicious lies perpetrated by
Republicans in league with (or “on their knees” for) Trump.

Mueller was back to being both a sacred figure and superhero (in
America, the prophet is always also an ass-kicking leading man
(macho movie star)). This took two days. Three days after his
testimony, Kathleen Parker was arguing in the Washington Post
that Mueller’'s “forbearance” on the stand made him deserving of
the Medal of Honor. The following passage was actually published
by someone self-identifying as a journalist:
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KpynHbiM nnaHom nuuo Mionnepa 6bi1 nopTpeT peakon rnybuHbl,
CBOEro poaa OfMH, CKopee BCcero, HanuTu Ha xoncTe JleoHapao na
BuHuYM co Bcemu ee TeHW, BNaanH 1 ero NPOHUKHOBEHHbIE, MOYTH
nnavya rnasa. A obHapyxun, 4To Aymato O KapTuHax AroHum B
Cagy, nokasbiBaloLLmx nepesepHyToe nuuo Nucyca, korga oH
MOJMICS.

Mtonnep Ha cTeHe (CBMOeTenbCTBYHLWMIA) Oblfl paCTEHNEM B
ropwke. Penoptepsbl Bugenn Mouces u ncyca. Ecnv Bam Hy>KHbl
AoKasaTenbCTBa TOro, YTO Mbl HAXOAMMCSA B PENTUTMO3HON MaHuu,
He cMoTpuTe garnblue. ITo ObIfIo YMCTOE yNpaXHEHNE B
BOCCTaHOBIIEHUWN naona Ans NOKIOHEHMS.

OT0 Obina Takke MeTadopa Ansa NoOBeCTBOBaHNS « Pycckmnx
BopoT» . JlereHga Mionnepa 6bina noctpoeHa 6e3 Kaknx-nnbo ero
arvorpadoB, TpebyOLLMX FOBOPUTL C YENOBEKOM (COBOM) .
MpakTnyeckn Bce 3TO ObINIO NOCTPOEHO Ha CrioBax KOHdeaepaToB
NN @aHOHMMHbIX UCTOYHUKOB. B MaHepe CBSLLEHHMKOB NoBCoAaY C
He3anaMsTHbIX BPEMEH 3TN MCTOYHUKM UCTOSKOBbLIBANM ANl Hac
TalHble BEPOBaHUSA, BbIBOAbI U XenaHUst HeJOCTYNHOro YenoBeka
BbiLLE.

«lMonesHo ycnbiwaTte Apyr u 6biBLIME KOonnern roBopAat o PobepTte
Swan Mueller lll,» Hanucan Bpewms , korga gaBasi TpeTbe MecTto
Mionnepa B Jlvue roga seinycka. Monnep 6bin ourypoin Takom
CEepbE3HON, KaKk HaM ckasasnu, OH HE COM3BONUI rOBOPUTL (MHOIO
roBOpuUTb) :

OHu roBopsT, UTo Mionnep - 3TO TOT YeNOoBEK, KOTOPbLIN
BbIKITIOYAET U BKMNIOYAET CBET y cebsi Aoma, YTobbl cOobLWNTD
rocTaM, YTO Nopa YXOAUTb U3 CBETCKON BEYEPUHKY ...
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The close-up of Mueller’s face was a portrait of rare depth, the
sort one is more likely to find on a Leonardo da Vinci canvas with
all its shadows, hollows and his soulful, nearly weeping eyes. |
found myself thinking of paintings of the Agony in the Garden,
showing Jesus’ upturned face as he prayed.

Mueller on the stand (testifying) was a potted plant. Reporters saw
Moses and Jesus. If you need evidence we’re in a religious
mania, look no further. This was a pure exercise in restoring an
idol for worship.

It was also a metaphor for the Russiagate narrative. Mueller’s
legend was built without any of his hagiographers demanding to
speak to the man (himself). Virtually the whole of it was
constructed on the word of confederates or anonymous sources.
In the manner of priests everywhere since the beginning of time,
these sources interpreted for us the secret beliefs, conclusions,
and desires of the unavailable man above.

“It is instructive to hear friends and former colleagues talk about
Robert Swan Mueller 1ll,” wrote Time when giving the Mueller third
place in its Person of the Year issue. Mueller was a figure of such
great gravity, we were told, he does not deign to speech (to say
much):

Mueller, they say, is the kind of man who flicks the lights off and
on at his home to inform guests that it's time to leave a social
gathering...
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11. Hbio-Uopk Tanmc 6onblue He rasera

3anucum

Penaxkrop Jlun bake npu3sHaer, 4To ero ra3era crajia
MOJIUTHYECKUM OPraHoOM

MatT Tan6bun22 asrycta 2019 .

AMepviKaHLbl Bceraa nobunm HeHaemaeTb « Hbto-Mopk Tatime» |
HO 3no6a Bcerga Bbl3biBarna BOoCXMLLEHNE (YBaXKeHNE) .
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11. The New York Times is no longer the

paper of record

Editor Dean Baquet admits his newspaper has become a
political organ

Matt Taibbi Aug 22, 2019

Americans have always loved to hate the New York Times, but the
rancor always came tinged with admiration (respect).
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Ynpsimoe conpoTuBneHue rasetbl nepemMeHam, ynopcTso U
NPEBOCXOACTBO «HE MaxHyT», Oblfin 3NemMeHTaMm ee o4apoBaHus.
« Cepag neam » - 370 TO MECTO, rae XyAwnuM MaccoBbiM younuen
B CTOPMM OCTaHeTcHa « Muctep 'ntnep », rae B3rnsg rpabutens-
©apoHa Bcerga npmBeTcTBYeTCS B Moge (« MoHOkNb
BO3BpaLlaeTcs kak MOAHbIM akceccyap » - Kraccuka « Tadmcey ), a
« [nybokast ariomka» 0T4acTU 9TO MOXET CTaTb CeHcaumnen nomn-
KynbTypbl, MOTOMY YTO KPUTUK « Taltimc» BuHceHT KaHOM roToBun
ee («Punbm, - BoamyTuncs KaHbu,« nMeeT OTHOLLEHNE He
CTONbKO K pa3HO06pa3HbIM yA0OBOMNBLCTBUSIM OT CEKCa, CKOSbKO K
PU3NYECKON UHKEHEPUM »).

CTunb 1 rpammaTtika raseTbl ObINYM NaMsATHUKAMXU aHanbHOM
ctagum passutua Ppenga. OHM ocTaBanncb Tam
3aMOpPOXeHHbIMN B TedeHne 150 neT. BepxHuin knacc apum
(Mpennorn) aTn epemeH Hukorga He Oblnv CMELLHbI, Hanpumep:

Cnncok 0CHOBHbIX MOMEHTOB 0 cBaabbe KaccaHapbl nbuy n
LoH Pug, nokasaHHbI B pybpuke «KnaTBbl» B MUHYBLUEE
BOCKpeCeHbe, NCKa3un KoM4ecTBo kKaMHen B ee ob6pyyansHOM
Konbue. Y Hero AeBsTb KaMHEN, a He CeMb.

[MoknoHeHWe raseTbl NoYeTHLIM (NMTUYHBIM 3BaHUAM) U CBUHLLOBLIM
(HeykroXxMM) Npo3aM OT TpeTbero nuua (oOH-oHa, a He S UNu Bbl)
ObINO yNakoBaHO B 9TMYECKUI KOOEKC, KOTOpbIN, Byab TO NoboBb
NN HEHaBUCTb, OblNT MasikoM ANs XypHanucToB. « Tadmcy» bbina
©enon NnnuHWen nocpean 4OPorn, MEPHOM Nankown.

Ero penopTaxHbii CTUIb BbIn pOGKUM 40 TaKOW CTEMEHU
©onesHeHHbIM. NMncaTenu 6osinuck NpeanaraTb camble
ManeHbkue MHeHus. Ecnu penopTep « Taldmc » XoTen uMeTb
TOYKY 3pEHUSA B 3aKYSNIMCHOW UCTOPUMK, 06 3TOM HYXKHO ObINo
roOBOPUTb Yepes «aKcnepTa» Unu «aHanuTUKa.

BbiBLUMIN 3amecTuTenb pegaktopa dunun KopbetT B Havane
2000-x rogoB ckasarn, YTO OObEeKTUBHOCTb ABMNAETCSH «HEe TONbKO
OOCTONHOW LeNbio, HO, BEPOATHO, CaAMOW BaXXHOW: LIESbHO,
KoTopasi NexuT B OCHOoBE HOMNbLUMHCTBA APYrMX HaLIUX naeanos,
TakuX Kak cnpaBennmBOCTb U TOYHOCTbY.
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The paper’s stubborn resistance to change, stodginess, and our-
farts-don’t-smell superiority were elements of its charm. The “Gray
Lady” is where history’s worst mass-murderer would remain “Mr.
Hitler,” where the robber-baron look is always welcome back in
style (“The monocle returns as fashion accessory” is a Times
classic), and Deep Throat could become a pop culture sensation
in part because Times critic Vincent Canby panned it ("The film,”
seethed Canby, “has less to do with the manifold pleasures of sex
than with physical engineering”).

The paper’s style and grammar Nazis were monuments to Freud’s
anal stage of development. They stayed frozen there for 150
years. The upper-class airs (pretenses) of the Times have never
not been funny, e.q.:

A listing of highlights about the wedding of Cassandra llich and
Shaun Reed, featured in the Vows column last Sunday, misstated
the number of stones in her engagement ring. It has nine stones,
not seven.

The paper’s worship of honorifics (personal titles) and leaden
(clumsy) third-person (he-she, not me or you) prose came
packaged in an ethical code that, love it or hate it, was a beacon
for reporters. The Times was the white line in the middle of the
road, a measuring stick.

Its reportorial style was timid to the point of morbidity. Writers were
afraid to offer the smallest opinions. If a Times reporter wanted a
point of view in a byline story, it had to be told through an “expert”
or an “analyst.”

Former Deputy Editor Phillip Corbett in the early 2000s said
objectivity was “not only a worthy goal, but probably our most
important one: the goal that underpins most of our other ideals,
like fairness and accuracy.”
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BpemeHa braintrust (reHun 3apsga) oTkasancs Yepes
AEecCATUNETMA NOTY OT CcBOeNn no3uumn. PegakTtopsbl 6binm kak
Apynapl, OXpaHaBLUMe ThicsyeneTHio penurnio. Korga
npousoLnn cbon, kak B criydae ¢ KOKanHOBbIM OOMaHLLMKOM
[bxericoHom briapom (BblayMaHHbIE UCTOPUM O HAPKOTOProBLax) ,
3TO NOTPACNO BECb BU3HEC. (XapaKTepHO 3aHMKEHHOE NpU3HaHne
Times B 3TOM criy4ae COCTOS10 B TOM, UYTO «aBapusi» bnapa
OTKpbIna « TPEeLUMHbI A0BEPUS » AN XYPHANUCTUKK).

Mocne pecaTMneTMn HenpumMMpuMocTK, 6ymara B rogpl bywa
Hadana meHaTbes. B 2004 rogy obLuecTBEHHbIN pedakTop
[annanb OKpeHT B3N Ha cebst BONpoc O TOM, YTOObI ObITb
CMNULLKOM NOYTUTENbHBLIM K 06€MM CTOPOHAM MONTUTUYECKNX
BOMNPOCOB, B CTaTbe Mo Ha3BaHMEM « XOPOLLO ObiTb
00BbEeKTUBHLIM. Jly4dlie 6biTb NpaBbiM ». [Mpumepom Ype3mepHoro
©6anaHca OkpeHTa 6bIn Hekponor PoHanbaa PeviraHa, KOTopbIi
ykasan, 4to uccrnegosanus no CriAdy npoaBuHynmce B nepuog
ero npeangeHTcTea. 310 gomkHo 6bino. ClM0a He 6bino go
Peiirana.

Haxe Times Ha4yan BuaeTb B 3ToM abcypa. MOoCTOAHHbIN akUeHT
Ha «X roBopuT a, Ho Y roBopuT b », Kak npaBunno, Havan
ocnabeBaTb.

« Talimc» pasmecTuna peknamy Ha nepson nonoce B 2009 roay ,
OTKas3aBLUMCb OT 9BHEMUCTUYECKMX (POPMYITMPOBOK,
onucbiBawLmnx Teppopuctmyeckyto BorHy B 2014 roay, u
npusHana cyliectsoBaHue crioBa «ebatb» B 2016 roay.
HekoTopble 13 3TUX N3MEHEHUIN MO BbITb Bbi3BaHbI NOTEPEN
BNacTu: B LMJPOBON BEK, YNOPHENLLEN NPEUMYLLLECTBO
pacnpegeneHnsa camon 60nbLUION eXXeAHEBHOM ra3eTbl Hallero
camoro 60nbLLIOro ropoAa ucnapunach, n « bymara sanucu
(HeohyumansHbIM apxmB HOBOCTEN) » BOPYr NPULLIIOCH
KOHKYpUpPOBAaTb C COTHAMMW, €CIN HE ThICAYM APYTMX HOBOCTHbIX
opraHmMsaumin BO BCEM MUPE OHMawnH rnasHble S0M0oKu.
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The Times braintrust (geniuses in charge) refused across decades
to budge an inch off its stance. Editors were like druids guarding a
thousand-year religion. When there were breakdowns, as in the
case of cocaine-snarfing fabulist Jayson Blair (made-up stories
about drug dealers), it shook the whole business. (The
characteristically understated Times admission in that case was
that the “accident” of Blair opened “credibility cracks” for
journalism).

After decades of intransigence, the paper in the Bush years began
to change. In 2004 Public Editor Daniel Okrent took on the issue
of being too deferential to both sides of political issues in a piece
called “It's Good to Be Obijective. It's Better to Be Right.” Okrent’s
example of over-balance was an obituary of Ronald Reagan that
pointed out that AIDS research had gone up in his presidency. It
had to. AIDS didn’t exist before Reagan.

Even the Times began to see the absurdity in this. The relentless
emphasis on “X says a, but Y says b” as rule began to slacken.

The Times put ads on the front page in 2009, abandoned
euphemistic language describing the War of Terror in 2014, and
recognized the existence of the word “fuck” in 2016. Some of
these changes may have been inspired by a loss of authority: in
the digital age, the hard-fought distribution advantage of our
biggest city’s biggest daily paper evaporated, and the “paper of
record (unofficial archive of news)” suddenly had to compete with
hundreds, if not thousands of other news organizations around the
world for online eyeballs.
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B nepuog ¢ 2006 no cepenmHy 2010-x rogos obLumin o6bem
BbIpy4kn New York Times pe3ko cokpatuncg . OH 6bin BbIHY>XOeH
COKpaTUTb pasMep CBOEN HOBOCTHOM NYHKM NPUMEPHO Ha 5%,
COKpaTWTb KONMMYECTBO paboumx MecCT 1 3akpbiTb NeyaTb B 2008
rogy, HayaB JONrMK NyTb Ha3ag K KOMMeEpPYEeCKON
YKM3HECnocobHOCTN, OCHOBAHHOWN Ha LMPPOBON YMTaTENbCKON
ayautopun. He 6bino 661 6onbLle noBoga ans yMtartenemn
CMUPUTBLCS C 3TUM, ecnn Bbl UM HEe HPaBUITOCb OTHOLLEHME «
Taumc u SH» . Kak n gpyrum cMepTHbIM, « TalMmce» BblHY>XOeHa
Oblna NPOCUTb KIMKOB.

B 2016 roay, korga donanbg Tpamn ctan kaHangaTom ot
pecnybnuvkaHLueB, B razeTe Npon3oLLM CepbEe3HbIE N3MEHEHUS.
HoBas koHUenuus bbina pasbsacHeHa B cTaTbe xuma
PyTteHbGepra ot 7 aBrycta 2016 roga: « Tpamn NpoBeEPSET HOPMb!
0OBLEKTMBHOCTU ».

Ctonbeu nepeonpeaenunn 06 bLEKTUBHOCTb Kak 3HAYEHNE HE
TOJNBKO UCTUHHOIO, HO U UCTUHHOIO «CYXXOEHMUS UCTOPUNY.
PyTteHbepr gobasun:

Ecnu Bbl paccmaTpuBaeTe Npe3anageHTCTBO TpamMna Kak HeYTo
noTeHumManbHO onacHoe, Torga Balum oTyeTbl OyayT oTpaxaTtb
3T10. Bbl 661 NOgowinu 6nuxe, Yem korga-nmdo K onnosnumn. ATo
HeygobHasa n HensBegaHHas TEPPUTOPUSA AN KAKAOro
MEMHCTPUMA, HEMOHATHOrO (06BLEKTUBHOIO) XXYPHaNucTa,
KOTOporo s korga-nvbo 3Han, 1 No HopMarsibHbIM CTaH4apTaMm,
HECOCTOATENbHOro (HEBO3MOXHOIO) .

Ho BOMPOC, C KOTOPbIM BCe CTAlIKMBAlOTCA, 3aKi4aeTCq B
cnepywowem: npUMEHATCA N1 HOpMalibHble CTaH}II,aprI'.7 N ecnu
OHW 3TOro He AEeNatkoT, YTO AOJTKHO 3aHATb UX MECTO?

KonoHka 6bina BocnpuHsiTa kak kopnopaTtuBHas MUCCHS,
ocobeHHo Korga pegaktop [uH bake ckaszan NPR, uto PyTeH6epr
« npnbwun ee ». Korga 6ymara yBoneHa obLecTBEHHbIN peaakTop
JIns Spayd, koTopbin 6bl e4ko NpeaynpeXxaeH oTkas OT HOpM ,
00BEKTMBHOCTM MOryT O3Ha4yaTb NnepeBopaynBas pa3 B « The New
Republic nowna exegHeBHO,» NnpeobpasoBaHue K
«ONMNo3nNLUNOHHOMY TaliMc ObINo odrUManbHbIM.

Kak « Talmcy , KOTopbI KOrga-To LeHMn 06 beKTUBHOCTb Kak
«CaMyH BaXKHYIO» LIeHHOCTb, N3MeHUT cBoln noaxoa? Kak 6bl
BbIFMAAENV Takne N3MeHeHna?
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Between 2006 and the mid-2010s, New York Times overall
revenue numbers saw sharp declines. It was forced to reduce the
size of its news hole by about 5%, slash jobs, and close a printing
operation in 2008, beginning a long slog back to commercial
viability based on digital readership. There would be no more
telling readers to suck it up if they didn'’t like the Timesian attitude.
Like other mortals, the Times had to beg for clicks.

In 2016, when Donald Trump became the Republican nominee,
the paper made a dramatic change. The new concept was
elucidated in an August 7, 2016 story by Jim Rutenberg, “Trump is
testing the norms of objectivity.”

The column redefined objectivity as meaning not just true, but true
to “history’s judgment.” Rutenberg added:

If you view a Trump presidency as something that’s potentially
dangerous, then your reporting is going to reflect that. You would
move closer than you've ever been to being oppositional. That’s
uncomfortable and uncharted territory for every mainstream,
nonopinion (objective) journalist I've ever known, and by normal
standards, untenable (impossible).

But the question that everyone is grappling with is: Do normal
standards apply? And if they don’t, what should take their place?

The column was understood as a corporate mission statement,
especially when editor Dean Baquet told NPR that Rutenberg
“nailed it.” When the paper dismissed public editor Liz Spayd,
who’d acidly warned abandoning objectivity norms could mean
turning the Times into “The New Republic gone daily,” the
transformation to an “oppositional” Times was official.

How would the Times, which once treasured objectivity as its

“most important” value, alter its approach? What would such
changes look like?
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Mbl BbIsICHAEM.

B nocnegHue Hegenun « Talime» n «bakeT» nyénunyHo
NOXOPOHUNM CTaHZapT cedon Bymaru . B cooTBeTCTBMM CO CBOEN
Tpagnumnen camogoctatodHOCTU, 0ObABNEHUE BObINIO CnyYanHbIM
N NPeTeHUNO3HbIM, NOABMBLUMMCS MO yTeYke CTEeHOrpaMmbl
noTeHUnanbHON BCTPEYM YacTHOro coTpyagHuka. Tem He MeHee,
370 GbII0 OTKPOBEHMEM, UK Obino Obl, B ntobon gpyron anoxe. B
anoxy Tpamna penopTepsbl egea 3ametTunn. OHU JOMKHbI UMETb.

Baquet, KoTOpbIR, KaxxeTcs, KoNebnoLWmMNCcs, HEPBHbIN THN
NNYHOCTK, NpU3Basn K CPOYHOMY cOBpaHunio NnepcoHana B
noHeaenbHuk, 11 aerycra. No coobueHnam, y Hero 6bin apomar
KyBLUMHA, BEQYLLErO €AUHCTBEHHOMO UIPOKa, NOocne Toro Kak ero
KOomaHga npouvrpana gecsatb B psag.

Y « Taumc» 6bina Tsxkenas Hegens. B HeymbiwneHHON ownbke
Takoro poga, Kotopas BbIIMBAETCSH B CEPbE3HYI0
WHTENneKTyanbHy NoNeMuKky B XypHanucTuke, pegaktopbi
ncnosnb3oBanu 3aronioBok ctpanuubl 1, TRUMP URGES UNITY
VS. (npotne) PACU3M, koTopbln, Kak ckasanu ymtatenu u
3KCnepThbl, BbIN CrULLKOM A0BEpPYMBLIM. [a3eTy 06BUHUNN B TOM,
YTO OHa BblgaBana Hawum 3asbIM roHwmnkam (NpussbiBas K
PacUCTCKUM HaCTPOEHMSAM) rMaBHOro TBUTEpa (Nonb3oBaTens
TBUTTEPA) NONUTUYECKNE OYKMN.

AnekcaHgpus Okacno-KopTes ckasana, 4To «TpycocTb» Times
«nomorna» npesocxoactey 6enbix. Kopu Bykep ckasan, 4to
XN3Hb «B OYKBaNbHOM CMbICINE» 3aBUCUT OT TOro, Kak « Talmcy
nmeeT ny4line 3aronoBkn. HTepHeT-ABMXEHME N0 OTMEHE
nognuckn Ha Times 6pocunock Yepes Twitter.

Korpa raseta cMeHuna oHranHOBYO BEPCUIO 3arofioBka Ha HEYTO
B6onee aHogHoe (HenTparnbHoe) («YBUNCTBO HEHABUCTU, HO He
opyxus»), kunenun Pro-Trumpers. « Tatmc» , No NX CrioBam,
ybpana akTu4eckn TOYHbIN 3arofloBOK, YTOObLI YCNOKOUTb
npogemMokpaTtuyeckyto ayautopuio. KennuaHHa KoHsewn nasna,
4yTO « TalmMmc» N3BUHAETCA 3a TO, YTO OHa «HEAOCTaTOYHO
beweHany. MeHepxkep kamnaHum Tpamna MaTT YonkuHr ckasan:
«[JeMoKkpaTbl NnpeanoYnTaoT CBoe NOXHOE NOBECTBOBaHME
peanbHOCTM».
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We’'re finding out.

In recent weeks, the Times and Baquet have given a public burial
to the paper’s hoary objectivity standard. In keeping with its
tradition of slapstick self-importance, the announcement was
accidental and pretentious, coming via a leaked transcript of a
would-be private employee meeting. Still, it was revelatory, or
would have been, in any other era. In the age of Trump, reporters
barely noticed. They should have.

Baquet, who seems to be a vacillating, nervous sort of personality,
called for an urgent staff town hall meeting on Monday, August 11.
From reports, it had the flavor of an ace pitcher leading a players-
only confab after his team loses ten in a row.

The Times had had a tough week. In an unforced error of the sort
that passes for a major intellectual controversy in journalism,
editors used a page 1 headline, TRUMP URGES UNITY
VS.(against) RACISM, that readers and pundits alike said was too
Trump-credulous. The paper was accused of giving our race-
baiting (calling on racist sentiments) tweeter-in-chief (Twitter user)
undeserved political points.

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez said the “cowardice” of Times “aided”
white supremacy. Cory Booker said lives “literally” depended on
the Times having better headlines. An online movement to cancel
Times subscriptions rushed over Twitter.

When the paper changed the online version of the header to
something more anodyne (neutral) (“ASSAILING HATE BUT NOT
GUNS”), Pro-Trumpers seethed. The Times, they said, had
removed a factually accurate headline just to assuage pro-
Democratic audiences. Kellyanne Conway barked the Times was
apologizing for being “insufficiently rabid.” Trump campaign
manager Matt Wolking said “Democrats prefer their false narrative
over reality.”
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O6e KpuTKKkKM ObinK Npaebl. HeBaxHO, 4TO Bbl AymaeTe o Tpamne,
nocne nNepBoi MaccoBOW CTPeNbObI MO PacoBbIM MOTUBAM HESb3S
ckasaTtb, YTO KanuTaH « Hasaz » aBnseTcsa pacoBbiM LenuTenem.
9710 caenano bymary noxoXen Ha To, Kak oHa genana nuap
Benoro goma

C opyrom cTopoHsbl, yaanss dakTU4ecKkn TOYHbIN 3aronoBoK B
OTBET Ha xarnobbl B TBUTTEPE, CKasan Kaxaomy
KOHCepBaTUBHOMY UMW HE3ABMCMMOMY YuTaTento, 4to Times
ObICTPO packpacut cebs B oTBeT Ha xawTer (# CancelNYT ). 370
He 6blNo BapnaHTOM, KOTOPbIN Aaxe 6bln OTKPLIT 4N pefakTopoB
B CTapble BpeMeHa (Hemnb3si, 4Tobbl OyMakHble AeTn (Marnbymky,
KOTOpbIe AOCTaBMAT razeThl) 3abupanu 3aronoBkM NeYaTHbIX
N3aaHun), faxe ecrnv oHM BbINK HACTOMNBKO CKIOHHLI (XoTenu) ,
YTO OHW HUKOrga He Bbin.

MNocne ckaHnpana ¢ 3arofoBKOM, a TakKe eLle OAHOro cry4as,
Korga BalUMHITOHCKMI pegakTop [xoHaTtaH BencmaH Ben ceputio
He4YyBCTBUTENbHbIX K paCOBOMY BNUSAHUIO TBUTOB, bakeT
no4yBCTBOBas HE06XO4MMOCTL YCMOKOUTL BOMCKA.

BeposiTHO, 310 GblNa He cTpawHasa naes, Ho KTo-To 3anucan
«paTyLy», B KOTOPOWN 75 MUHYT COTPYOAHUKOB « Talmcy peanu
OpYr Apyra B TOM, YTO OHM cuMTanun atmoccepon AoBepus.
CteHorpamma ceaHca Tepanuu Obina nepegaHa B « CriaHeyy,
4Ymo NPUBESO K NOSBNEHMIO HOBbIX 3arosIOBKOB.
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Both criticisms were right. No matter what your feelings about
Trump, a page 1 head after a racially-motivated mass shooting is
not the place to imply on any level that Captain “Go Back” is a
racial healer. It made the paper look like it was doing White House
P.R.

On the other hand, removing a factually accurate headline in
response to Twitter complaints told every conservative or
independent reader the Times will swiftly red-pencil itself in
response to a hashtag (#CancelNYT). This was not an option that
had even been open to editors in the old days (you can’t have
paper kids (boys who deliver newspapers) snatch back print
headlines), even if they had been so inclined (wanted to), which
they never had been.

In the wake of the headline scandal, plus another in which
Washington editor Jonathan Weisman ran a series of racially-
insensitive tweets, Baquet felt a need to calm the troops.

This probably wasn'’t a terrible idea, but someone recorded the
“town hall,” which featured 75 minutes of Times staffers puking on
each other in what they somehow thought was an atmosphere of
confidence. The transcript of the therapy session was leaked it to
Slate, fueling more headlines.
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12. NocnegHAa pOCCMMUCKAA LUNUOHCKaA

UCTOPUSA BbirNdAauUT Kak elle oamH

CIoXXHbiu o6bmaxn CMU

IHoBecth 00 Osiere CmoJIeHKOBE - 3TO BCEro JHIIb
MOCJIeAHUN I'PY3 BHICOKOYPOBHeBOM LC (uyin
co0aubs), OPOLIEHHAS HA HAC CIELCIYKOaMHu

MatT Tantoun14 centabpa 2019 r.
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12. Latest Russian spy story looks like

another elaborate media deception

The tale of Oleg Smolenkov is just the latest load of
high-level BS (bullshit) dumped on us by intelligence
agencies

Matt TaibbiSep 14, 2019
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Korga mHe 6bino 20 net, a yuuncs B JleHMHrpagckom
NONUTEXHUYECKOM UHCTUTYTE, B NnocnegHue aHn CoBeTCKON
nmnepun. BonbLIMHCTBO PYCCKUX, C KOTOPbIMU S BCTpeYarncs,
Oblnn 3a6aBHO cBOOOAHBI OT CTpecca, BbI3BaHHOIO
nocneayrLwyMm HOBOCTSIMKU. 3ayemM MM 3To becnokonTb? bynn-
tabpukn (FeHepaTopkl epyHObI ), Takne Kak « Poccutickas
2aszema» n « JleHuHepadckas rpasda», BbINN B OCHOBHOM
KONMEKUMAMU YHbINbIX NPaBUTENbCTBEHHbLIX HOBOCTHbIX
BbINYCKOB, NepenncaHHbIX Tak, YTobbl 3By4aTb Kak HOBOCTHbIE
penopTaxwu.

A B1uaen neHvHrpagckue raseTbl, pa3opBaHHble Ha KyCOYKM
TyaneTHon 6ymaru, KoTopble NCMOMb30BanMCh BMECTO LUTOP B
KOMHaTax obLLEXUTUSA, U Aaxe BCTaBNANUCb B NOAKAAKM NanbTo
B KayecTBe usonsaumm. Ho s He Mory BCMOMHUTL PYCCKOrO
yernoBeka, AeVCTBUTENbHO YATAIOLEro COBETCKYHO ra3eTy 3a
coaepxaHue. BoT kak 6ecnonesHsl ObINM ero «HOBOCTUY.

Mbl HanpaBnsiemcs B aHanorndHoe mecto. KabenbHble ceTy,
Hapaay ¢ « Heto-Mopk matiMe» 1 « BawuH2moH nocmy, Bce
Yallle JeNCTBYIOT Kak JOMalLLHME OpraHbl NpaBUTensLCcTBa U, B
YaCTHOCTW, CNeLCcnyXobl.

3nu3oa Ha 3ToW Heaene, pacckasbiBaloLWNM O TOM, YTO
aMepUKaHCKMI LUMWOH «M3rHaH» n3 Poccum ctaHeT
noTeHumanbHbIM, YKpennaeT 370 BneyaTnenune. Peako, koraa
HOBOCTb Bbina 6onee nNpo3payHon, MOLLEHHNYECKOMN.

NcTopusa 6bina npepsaHa CNN B noHeaenbHWK, 9 ceHTSA0ps, noa
3aronoBkoM «/cknounTtensHo: CLUA n3Bneknu rnaBHOro LWnMoHa
n3 Poccun B 2017 rogy »:

B paHee HeunsBecTHOM cekpeTHon muccum B 2017 rogy
CoeanHeHHble WWTaThl yenewHo nssneknun ns Poccun oanH 13
CBOMX CEKPETHbIX NCTOYHUKOB HaMBbICLLETO YPOBHSA B POCCUIACKOM
npasuTenbcTee, coobLwmnnm CNN MHOMOYNCIIEHHbIE YNHOBHUKN
agMuUHUCTpauumn Tpamna, UMetoLLmne npsimble 3HaHWUS.

CNN B Lede (e a nepBbIn ab3all) nepenan HECKOMNbKO YacTen
KrntoyeBbIX MHGOPMaLUN, a HE OOUH U3 KOTOPbIX AEACTBUTENBHO
NoAYepPKMBaOTCA B OCHOBHOM CBOEM HEMOATBEMKAEHNN UCTOPUN:
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When | was 20, | studied at the Leningrad Polytechnical Institute,
in the waning days of the Soviet empire. Most of the Russians |
met were amusingly free of stress caused by following news. Why
would they bother? Bull-factories (Bullshit generators) like
Rossiskaya Gazeta and Leningradsaya Pravda were basically
collections of dreary government news releases rewritten to sound
like news reports.

| saw newspapers in Leningrad shredded into slivers of toilet
paper, used in place of curtains in dorm rooms, even stuffed into
overcoat linings as insulation. But | can’t recall a Russian person
actually reading a Soviet newspaper for the content. That’s how
useless its “news” was.

We're headed to a similar place. The cable networks, along with
the New York Times and Washington Post increasingly act like
house organs of the government, and in particular the intelligence
agencies.

An episode this week involving a tale of a would-be American spy
“exfiltrated” from Russia solidifies this impression. Seldom has a
news story been more transparently fraudulent.

The story was broken by CNN Monday, September 9th, under the
headline, “Exclusive: US extracted top spy from inside Russia in
2017”:

In a previously undisclosed secret mission in 2017, the United
States successfully extracted from Russia one of its highest-level
covert sources inside the Russian government, multiple Trump
administration officials with direct knowledge told CNN.

CNN’s lede (first paragraph) relayed multiple key pieces of
information, not one of which was really emphasized in the main
of its unconfirmable story:
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e /AMepuKa He TONbKO UMena LNUoHa B NpaBUTENbCTBE
Poccuu, y Hee 6bIno HECKONBbKO LMMOHOB, NpU4eM npegmeT
9TOro KOHKpPEeTHOro npeameta Obin NPOCTO OAHUM U3
NCTOYHMKOB "CaMOro BbICOKOro ypoBHS" AMepUKu

e «[lobblvay Gbina 3aBepLUeHa «yCneLHO»

e ACTOYHUKM - "MHOrOKpaTHbIE YNHOBHUKN afMUHUCTpaLmn
Tpamna"

McTopusi pacckasana Ham, YTO Hallu LUMMOHCKWE areHTCTBa
yCneLHO NPOHWKIM B POCCUIACKOE NPaBUTENbCTBO HA CaMbIX
BbICOKWX YPOBHSIX (XOTS1, NO-BMAUMOMY, HEAOCTAaTOYHO XOPOLLO,
4yTOObI NPEeaBNaETL UNW NpeaoTBpaLLaTh KaMnaHuo No
BMeLLaTenNbCTBY Ha BblIGOpax, KOTOPYIO Te XKe areHTCTBa
npoBoAWNM NocneaHve Tpu roga BowT).

Ham Takke ckasanu, 4To areHTcTBa crnacnm 6ecueHHbIN
YyernoBeYyecKknin UCTOYHKK eLwe B 2017 roay, 1 4YTO aTa UCTopUs
npuwna ns agMmHucTpauumn Tpamna. Ho 6onblume npogaxm
NpuLWn BO BTOPOM M TpeTbeM ab3auax (BblgeneHo moe):

PeweHue OCyLLECTBUTL KCTPAKLUUIO MPOU3OLLSIO BCKOpe nocne
2017 ropa mamckomn BcTpeum B OBarnibHOM KabnHeTe , B KOTOPOM
Trump obcyxganu BeCbMa CEKPETHYIO pa3Beaky C MUHUCTPOM
MHOCTpaHHbIX aen Poccun Cepreem JlaBpoBbIM 1 TOrgaLLHWUNA
nocon Poccun B CLUA Cepren Kucnsk. Passefka, kacarowascs
NN B Cnpun, 6bina npegoctaeneHa Mspavnem.

PackpbiTue Npe3anaeHTy poccusiHam, XoTs 1 He O POCCUMCKOM
WNUOHe , NoByamno CoTpyAHUKOB pasBeakun BO30O6HOBUTL Bonee
paHHMEe AUCKYCCUM O NMOTEHLMANbHOM ONacHOCTM pa3obnavyeHus

Ham ckasanu, 4To 3TOT WNMOH Bbin HACTOMBKO BENUK, YTO Yy HEro
ObIn «gocTyn K [MyTUHY», 1 OH «MOr Jaxe NpeaoCTaBUTb
n3obpaxeHns JOKYMEHTOB Ha CTONE POCCUNCKOro nuaepax». ATo
6b1n0 «cornacHo nctovyHnkam CNN», nHTepecHas atpubyums c
TakMMW OTPbIBKAMMU:
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e America not only had a spy inside Russia’s government, it
had multiple spies, with the subject of this particular piece
being merely one of America’s “highest level” sources

e The “extraction” was completed “successfully”

e The sources are “multiple Trump administration officials”

The story told us our spy agencies successfully penetrated
Russian government at the highest levels (although apparently not
well enough to foresee or forestall the election interference
campaign the same agencies spent the last three years howling
about).

We were also told the agencies saved an invaluable human
source back in 2017, and that the story came from inside the
Trump administration. But the big sell came in the second and
third paragraphs (emphasis mine):

The decision to carry out the extraction occurred soon after a
May 2017 meeting in the Oval Office in which Trump

discussed highly classified intelligence with Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov and then-Russian Ambassador to the US
Sergey Kislyak. The intelligence, concerning ISIS in Syria, had
been provided by Israel.

The disclosure to the Russians by the President, though not
about the Russian spy specifically, prompted intelligence
officials to renew earlier discussions about the potential risk of
exposure...

So great was this spy of ours, we were told, that he had “access to
Putin” and “could even provide images of documents on the
Russian leader’s desk.” This was “according to CNN’s sources,”
an interesting attribution given passages like this:
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Mo cnoBam McToOYHMKA, BbIBLLIErO BbICOKONOCTABIEHHOMO
COTpyOHUKa pasBeakn, UICTOYHUK CHUTaNCs UCTOYHUKOM BbICLLIErO
ypoBHs ansa CLUA sHyTpy Kpemns, BbICOKO B MH(PpaCcTpyKType
HauMoHarnbHon 6e3onacHoOCTH.

[lna cTpaH TpeTbero Mupa XxapakTepHo, YTO pa3BefblBaTeNbHbIN
MUP 1 cpeacTBa MaccoBOW MHOpMaLMK NepenseTeHb!
HacCTOJSbKO, YTO He BCcerga siCHo, SIBNSTCS N penopTepbl 1
penopTepbl TeM e nuuom. Koraa Bbl BKItoYaeTe Tenesmsop B
BaHaHoBbIX pecny6nukax, Bbl HUKOr4a He 3HaeTe, Kakasi rpynna
pas3roBapuBaeT C BaMM.

MebI cenvac B Ton e napagurme B AMepuke. 3a nocnegHue
Heckonbko net CNN HaHAN NoYTU A0XKNHY ObIBLLUMX COTPYAHUKOB
pa3Bedkn Unu KOHTppasBedkM B KA4eCTBE aHanUTUKOB. WX
rMaBHbIM SOCTOAHMEM ObINn ObIBLLMIA ANPEKTOP HaumoHanbHoN
passenku [xenmc Knannep, HO Tenepb y HUX Takke eCTb ObIBLUMNA
3amecTtuTens pykoogutens OBEP Qngpto Makkend , GbiBLInni
coBeTHUK ®BP [Ixernmc berikep 1 HeCKONbKO ObIBLLNX
cotpygHukos LIPY, AHB n CHB.

Mexgy Tewm, y 6biBwiero gupektopa LIPY [bxoHa bpeHHaHa ecTb
koHuepT MSNBC / NBC (TpyaoBou AOroBop) , a Takke y ObiBLiero
pykoBogutens annapata UPY n MnHobopoHbl kepemu Bawa n
HecKonbKknx apyrux 6eiBwnx cnykos. The Washington Post
npuHagnexnt xeddy besocy, KOTopbI Takke ABnseTcs
reHepanbHbIM ANPEKTOPOM OAHOro 13 KpynHenwmnx 8 CLLUA
pasBefblBaTenbHbIX NOAPSAAYMKOB (MOCTABLLMK BHELLIHMX

pabOTHMKOB) .

OTa ogmosHas cutyauusa noxoxa Ha 2003-2004 roabl, Korga
kabenbHble ceTu 3aknoYanu COenkm co Bcemu ObIBLUMMMU
reHepanamMmm 1 3KC-LLIMMOHaMM, KOTOPbLIX OHM MOTTIN HAaNTK, Koraa
AoknaabiBanu o BTopxeHuu B Mpak. B kakon-to momeHT FAIR.0rg
0oBHapyxun, 4To 52 NpoLeHTa UCTOYHUKOB B CETEBLIX BbIMyCKaX
HoOBOCTEN ObINKN AENCTBYOLWMMU UK ObIBLUMMMU
NPaBUTENbCTBEHHLIMN YYMHOBHUKAMM.

Yucna B HacTosiLee BpeEMS He COBCEM , YTO nepekoc, Ho CNN un
MSNBC o6a 6biBLIMX pa3paboTyMKOB CTapLUMX JOSHPKHOCTHbBIX N
pasBefKkun , KOTOpble KOMMEHTapPWIA N0 UCTOPUN , B KOTOPbIX OHU
UMenun HenocpencTBEHHOE y4yacTne, ocobeHHOo paccrefoBaHne
Poccun.
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The source was considered the highest-level source for the US
inside the Kremlin, high up in the national security infrastructure,
according to the source familiar with the matter and a former
senior intelligence official.

It's a characteristic of third world countries to have the intelligence
world and the media be intertwined enough that it's not always
clear whether the reporters and the reported-about are the same
people. When you turn on the TV in Banana Republics, you're
never sure which group is talking to you.

We’re now in that same paradigm in America. CNN has hired
nearly a dozen former intelligence or counterintelligence officials
as analysts in the last few years. Their big get was former Director
of National Intelligence James Clapper, but they also now have
former deputy FBI chief Andrew McCabe, former FBI counsel
James Baker, and multiple former CIA, NSA, and NSC officials.

Meanwhile, former CIA director John Brennan has an
MSNBC/NBC gig (employment contract), as does former CIA and
DOD chief of staff Jeremy Bash, and several other ex-spooks. The
Washington Post is owned by Jeff Bezos, who doubles as the
CEO of one of America’s largest intelligence contractors (provider
of outside workers).

This odious situation is similar to 2003-2004, when cable networks
were tossing contributor deals to every ex-general and ex-spook
they could find while they were reporting on the Iraqg invasion. At
one point, FAIR.org found that 52 percent of the sources in
network newscasts were current or former government officials.

The numbers now aren’t quite that skewed, but CNN and MSNBC
both employ former senior intelligence officials who comment
upon stories in which they had direct involvement, especially the
Russia investigation.
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B ctatbe CNN 06 akcdhunbTpoOBaHHOM LUMMOHE LINTUPYeTCS
«ObIBLUMI BbICOKONOCTABMNEHHbIN COTPYOHUK pa3Beakmy,
Be3JecyLUN NepCoHaX, CTaBLUNA COBPEMEHHOWN BepCHen
amepukaHckon macku Mag Pokca . A cnpocun ceTb, KakoBa nx
no3uumsa OTHOCUTENbHO TOro, YyBCTBOBANM N OHU cebs
00a3aHHbIMM packpbiBaTb MHpOPMaUMIo, koraa (Unu ecnu)
NCTOYHMKOM BbIN OANH U3 UX COBCTBEHHbIX COTPYAHNKOB. OHN He
OTBETUMN.

Uepes HecKomnbKko YacoB nocrie Bbixoaa coobuleHna CNN B
2azeme « Hbto-Uopk Tatime» 6bina onybrvkosaHa cTaTbs,
o3arnaerieHHas « Tpoukay : « MHdopmaTop LIPY, nssneveHHbIn
n3 Poccun, nepenan CLUA cekpeTbl Ha AeCATUNETUS ».
HanucaHHasa Tpems U3 nx rmaBHbIX aBTOPOB HaLMOHANbLHOM
6esonacHocTn, Agamom Nongmanom, xynnaHom bapHcom u
[asnaom CaHrepom, nctopus nostopmna nHdopmauuio CNN, Ho
C CYLLLECTBEHHbIM OTINYNEM:

YumHoBHukM LIPY, ob6ecnokoeHHble 6€30MacHOCTbLI0, NMPUHAMNN
TpyaHoe peuleHne B KoHUe 2016 roga npeanoxuTb 4obbiTh
NCcTovHKK n3 Poccun. Cutyaumusa ctana 6onee Hanps)keHHON,
Korga nHgopmaTtop cHavana otkasasncs, COCraBLUNCh Ha
cemenHble Npobnemsi ...

CNN coobwun (u npogorkaeTt coobuaTk), 4TO «peLleHne» 0b
yOarneHuu LWnnuoHa npuLLIno «Bckope rnocne Bctpeyn B mae 2017
roga». The Times , OCHOBbIBasACb HA MHTEPBbLIO C COOCTBEHHOM
napTUEN «HbIHELLIHMX U ObIBLUMX YAHOBHUKOBY», HAacTamBarna Ha
TOM, YTO «TpyAHOe peLlueHne» npuro B «koHue 2016 rogar. «
Talimc» oTMEeTUNa, YTO UCTOYHUK «CHaYara oTkasancs» obiTb
n3BnevYeHHbIM, 06 bSACHNB 3a4EepPXKKY C €ro yaaneHuem.

Kak noHaTb Bce 310? Washington Post pacckas e Xappuc un
OnneH Hakawwnma Bbinyctunu B 6:06 Ha cnefytollee yTpo, «
CLUA nonyymnu kno4eBon aktme 13 Poccum nocne BbI60poB
B3/10MY (OHManH YroH AaHHbIX ¢ cepeepoB DNC) ,» npuaymanu
OKOHYaTenbHyo opmyny. YTobbl yBUAETb CAOXHYIO, HENMENYyHo
PUTOPUYECKYHO KOHCTPYKLIMIO B MOMHOM 06beme, K cCoXaneHuto,
HY>XHO MPOUUTMPOBAaTL NOAPOGHO:

B 2017 rogy CoegunHeHHble LUTaTbl n3sneknu ns Poccumn BaxHbIn
ncTovHuk LPY ...
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The CNN piece about the exfiltrated spy quotes a “former senior
intelligence official,” a ubiquitous character that has become
modern America’s version of the Guy Fawkes mask. | asked the
network what their position was on whether or not they felt
obligated to make a disclosure when (or if) a source was one of
their own employees. They haven’t responded.

Within hours after the CNN report broke, the New York Times had
a triple-bylined piece out entitled, “C.I.A. Informant Extracted From
Russia Had Sent Secrets to U.S. for Decades.” Written by three of
their top national security writers, Adam Goldman, Julian Barnes
and David Sanger, the story repeated the CNN information, but
with a crucial difference:

C.1.A. officials worried about safety made the arduous decision in
late 2016 to offer to extract the source from Russia. The situation
grew more tense when the informant at first refused, citing family
concerns...

CNN reported (and continues to report) that the “decision” to
remove the spy came “soon after a May 2017 meeting.” The
Times, based on interviews with its own batch of “current and
former officials,” insisted the “arduous decision” came in “late
2016.” The Times noted the source “at first refused” to be
extracted, explaining the delay in his removal.

How to understand all of this? A Washington Post story by Shane
Harris and Ellen Nakashima released at 6:06 the next morning,
“U.S. got key asset out of Russia following election hacking
(online stealing of data from DNC servers),” came up with the final
formula. To see the complex, absurd rhetorical construction in full,
one unfortunately has to quote at length:

In 2017, the United States extracted from Russia an important CIA
source...
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OKchunbTpaumusa cocTosinacb CNyCcTs HEKOTOPOEe BpeMS Nocre
BcTpeun B OBanbHOM kabnHete B mae 2017 roga, koraa
npesnaeHT Tpamn packpblil CEKPeTHY nHdopmMaumio o 6opbbe ¢
TEPPOPM3MOM POCCUNCKOMY MUHUCTPY MHOCTPaHHLIX AeN 1 nocny

OTO pacKkpbITUE BCTPEBOXMIO aMePUKAHCKUX YNHOBHUKOB
HaLUMoHanbHoM 6e30NacHOCTU, HO 3TO He BbINIO NPUYNHON
pelweHns yoanute (npuHecTn gomon) aktue LIPY, koTopbin
npeaoctaenan nHgpopmaumo B CoeanHeHHble LTaThl 6onbLue
AEeCATUNETUS, COMNMAacHO HbIHELHMUM U ObIBLUIMM YYHOBHUKaM.

B cTapbix peknamHbix ponmkax «Kybok apaxmcoBoro macna » Pus
NCnonb30Basics CnoraH: « Thl NOAY4YX CBOW WOKONaa B MOEM
apaxucoBoM mMacne ». JTa ctatbs B « [Tocme» rnacut: «Bbl
nony4unnu csoe peweHne B 2016 rogy B Moen akcunbTpauum B
2017 roagy!»

[a3eTa Harno coeguHsET OBa HECBA3aHHbIX NOBECTBOBAHMS,
coobLas Ham, YTO LUMWOH, KOTOPbIV NMPeaoCTaBuI LEHHYHO
nHcdopmaumto B 2016 rogy, 6611 nssneyeH B Havane 2017 roga,
nocne Bctpeyun Tpamna-flaBposa. XoTa aTa nocnegoBaTeflbHOCTb
MOXeT ObITb XPOHOMOIMYECKM NMpaBUITbHON, aBTOPbI pacckasa
roBOpSIT, YTO BCTpeda Tpamna-JlaBpoBa He Obina «NPUYNHON»
ans akcpunbTpaumn. Tak 3a4em 310 ynomuHaTb? bonee Toro, KTo
ObIN 3TOT YENOBEK, U KakoBa Obina peanbHasi NpudnHa, no
KoTopow ero yganeHue ns Poccum 6bino Heobxoammo?

Bo BTOpHUK, 10 ceHTABpS, poccuiickasi razeta KommepcaHms *
packpbiiia MMs WwWnuoHa. OHM ono3Hanm ero kak YmHoBHuka MA0a
cpenHero 3BeHa no nmeHn Oner CMoONneHKOB.
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The exfiltration took place sometime after an Oval Office meeting
in May 2017, when President Trump revealed highly classified
counterterrorism information to the Russian foreign minister and
ambassador...

That disclosure alarmed U.S. national security officials, but it was
not the reason for the decision to remove (bring home) the CIA
asset, who had provided information to the United States for more
than a decade, according to the current and former officials.

The old Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup commercials used the tagline,
“You got your chocolate in my peanut butter.” This Post story is,
“You got your 2016 decision in my 2017 exfiltration!”

The paper brazenly fuses two unconnected narratives, telling us
that a spy who had provided valuable information in 2016 was
extracted in early 2017, after the Trump-Lavrov meeting. While
that sequence may be chronologically correct, the story’s own
authors say the Trump-Lavrov meeting was “not the reason” for
the exfiltration. So why mention it? Moreover, who was this
person, and what was the real reason his removal from Russia
was necessary?

On Tuesday, September 10th, the Russian newspaper
Kommersant* disclosed the name of the spy. They identified him
as a mid-level Foreign Ministry official named Oleg Smolenkov.
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13. Mbl HaxXoauMMcCcSa B NOCTOSAHHOM

nepesoporTe

AMepHKaHIbI MOTYT BCKOPE MOKeJIATh, YTOObI OHH
MPOCTO KAAJTH, YTOOBI MPOr0J10COBATH 32 BBIXO/ U3
3noxu Tpammna

MaT1T Tant6u11 oktabpsa 2019 r.

A nepexun Heckonbko nepeeopoToB. OHN Ge3yMHbI, CrydYaiHbl 1
Y>KacHbl, KaKk CMOTPST CMOPTUBHbIE COCTSA3aHMs (MO Tenesnsopy) ,
3a UCKIMOYEHNEM TOro, YTO Balle nonutudeckoe byayuiee
3aBUCUT OT OLIEHKMN.
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13. We're in a permanent coup

Americans might soon wish they just waited to vote
their way out of the Trump era

Matt Taibbi Oct 11, 2019

I've lived through a few coups. They're insane, random, and
terrifying, like watching sports (on TV), except your political future
depends on the score.
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CtapToBOro HauMHaeTcs Torga , korga odoumumanbHbIR KoY
pelaeT 3aTtpadeHHbIn (6opbby ¢) MCNONHUTENbHOM BriacTbio. C
3TOr0 MOMEHTa NPaBUTENbCTBO CTAHOBUTCS BbICOKOCKOPOCTHBLIM
nogcyeToM rofioBbl (YieHOM KoMaHAbl) . Y Koro ectb
3MEeKTPOCTaHUMs, asponopT, nonuund B ctonuue? CKonbko
pykoBoauTernen genapTamMeHToB OTBeYatoT Ha nx TenedoHbl? KTo
NULLIET CEroaHSLLHIO HOBOCTL?

Korga KI'b B 1991 rogy nonbiTancs BOCCTAaHOBUTb KOHTPOMb Hag,
pacnaswunmcs Cosetckum Coro3oM, apectoBaB Muxavna
FopbayeBa 1 nonbITaBLWKCL 3axBaTUTb MOCKBY, normctuka
ynpasnsna. KomaHga bopuca EnbunHa exana B pOCCUNCKUI
Benbin oM Ha 06bIYHBIX MaLLMHaX , n3bueasi 3arosoplLunkos KI'b,
KOTopble NbiTanncb AobpaTtbcsa A0 MecTa POCCUMNCKOro
npaesuTenbCTBa Ha BpoHeTexHUKe. KnoyeBo MOMEHT HacTynus,
Korga oguH 13 nogen EnbuuHa, AnekcaHap Pyukon, KoTopbliini
Yyepes ABa roga cam BO3rnaBui rocyaapCTBEHHbLIM NEPEBOPOT
npotnB EnbunHa, ogepxan nodedy Hag Manopom B TaHKOBOM
nogpasgeneHnn, Ytobbl 6pocnTb Bbi3oB Npukadam KI'b n
BKITHOUUTb «MNPECTYMHUKOBY.

Mbl gaBHO nsbaeneHbl OT aTOro 6e3ymus B Amepuke. Hawa
LLepeMOHMA noac4yeTa ronocos 6wina B AeHb BbI6opoB. Mbl
Aenanun 3To pas B YeTblpe roga.

Bce koH4eHo, B anoxy Tpamna.

B yeTBepr nossBUNUCb HOBOCTU O TOM, YTO ABa OU3HECMeHa,
KoTopble, Kak coobLaeTcs, «npoaaBanv NPpeanonoXUTENbHO
B3PbIBHYIO MHOPMALUIO O KOPPYNLUUK C ydacTnem Xunnapwm
KnuHTtoH u [Ixo bangeHay, 6binn apecTtoBaHbl B a3ponopTy
[Janneca 3a «HapyLleHns doMHaHCUpOoBaHUs n3brpaTenbHon
kamnaHuu ». MNpegnonaraeTcs, YTO 3TU ABE PUrypbl ABNAKOTCS
6armeHaMy (He3aKOHHbIMM NepeBO3vMKaMUN OEHEr), HeCYLLUMM
«rpsA3b» Ha AEMOKPATOB, KOTOPbIX NPocKi Tpamn 1 ero NNYHbIN
agBsokat Pyan [hxynuanu.
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The kickoff begins when a key official decides to buck (fight
against) the executive. From that moment, government becomes
a high-speed head-counting (team member) exercise. Who'’s got
the power plant, the airport, the police in the capital? How many
department chiefs are answering their phones? Who’s writing
tonight’s newscast?

When the KGB in 1991 tried to reassume control of the crumbling
Soviet Union by placing Mikhail Gorbachev under arrest and
attempting to seize Moscow, logistics ruled. Boris Yeltsin’s crew
drove to the Russian White House in ordinary cars, beating KGB
coup plotters who were trying to reach the seat of Russian
government in armored vehicles. A key moment came when one
of Yeltsin’s men, Alexander Rutskoi — who two years later would
himself lead a coup against Yeltsin — prevailed upon a Major in a
tank unit to defy KGB orders and turn on the “criminals.”

We have long been spared this madness in America. Our head-
counting ceremony was Election Day. We did it once every four
years.

That’s all over, in the Trump era.

On Thursday, news broke that two businessmen said to have
“peddled supposedly explosive information about corruption
involving Hillary Clinton and Joe Biden” were arrested at Dulles
airport on “campaign finance violations.” The two figures are
alleged to be bagmen (illicit money carriers) bearing “dirt” on
Democrats, solicited by Trump and his personal lawyer, Rudy
Giuliani.
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JlbBa MapHaca n Uropst ®pymaHa nonpocsT gatb NokasaHust
crnepoBaTensam No MNUYMeHTY. Mo coobeHnam, oHn
cobupatoTca oTkasatbes. Vix agBokaT [koH [aya Takke roBopur,
YTO OHU «OTKaXYTCs NOABNATLCA Nepes komutetamm MNanatol
npeacrasuTenen, paccnegyrowmmmn npesngeHTa [JoHaneaa
Tpamna». Tem BpemeHeM ®pymaH u NapHac yTBepXxaatoT, 4To y
HUX Oblfa AeNCTBUTENBHO YHUUMKUTENBbHAA nHopmauus o
BangeHe v gpyrmx nonuTtukax, Ho «npasutenbcteo CLUA
NPoSABMMNO Marno MHTepeca K Nony4eHunto ee No opmumnansHbIM
KaHanam».

Ons amMepukKaHueB, He 3HaKOMbIX C A3bIKOM TpeTbero Mmmpa, 3T1o
ABa NpoTUBOMOJIOXKHbIX OTPULLIAHUA NONNTUYECKON NErMTUMHOCTW.

Iltogwn, koTopble ABNAITCA JOBEPEHHbIMU nNuamn [JoHanbaa
Tpamna 1 Pyan [>XxynnaHu B 3TON UCTOPUK, YTBEPXKOAKT, YTO
«ohmumanbHble KaHanbl» O6binmn ncnopyeHsl. Mexay Tem cunbl,
noagepXuBatoLime MMNUYMEHT, FOBOPSAT HaM, YTO Te Xe
06BMHsIEMbIE NPENATCTBYIOT 3aKOHHOMY paccriefoBaHuIo
UMMUYMEHTA.

OTOT nocneaHun MHUNOEHT, HanNpaBeHHbIA NPOTUB MaHUKN 06
UMNUYMEHTE U AKOObI «pacLUMPSOLLErocay paccrenoBaHus,
npoBefeHHoro « Yarnctrentom » npokypopa CLUA [xoHa Oapema,
yckopsieT Haw rpaduk Ao xaoca. Mbel npubnuxkaemcs K cutyaumm,
Koraa KTo-TO B OAHOM M3 3TKX farepel oTkasbiBaeTcs
NOAYMHATLCS rMaBHOMY yKa3y, MOCTaHOBIEHMIO 06 apecTe nnm
pELLEeHNto cyaa, U B 3TOT MOMEHT aMepuKaHLibl MOTYT UCTbITaTb
pPafoCTM CBOEro MONUTUYECKOro OyayLLero, pelaemble
TenedoHHbIMM 3BOHKaMWN reHepanam 1 Nonuuun. HavanbHUKWN.

Mown gmuckomdopT B nocnegHMe HECKONbKO JeT, cHavana ¢
Russiagate, a Tenepb ¢ Ukrainegate n nMNnn4mMeHTOM, CBS3aH C
ybexxgeHnem, UTo ngun, KoTopble HaCcTanBaltT Ha CKOpeNnLIeM
yoaneHum Tpamna, 6onee onacHbl, Yem Tpamn. MHorve
amMepuKaHLbl He BUOAT 3TOro, NOTOMY YTO OHU HE MPUBLIKIN
npocbinaTbCAa B CTpaHe, rae Bbl HE YBEpPeHb!, KeM CTaHeT
npesngeHT K Beyepy. OHM HE MOHMMAIOT, YTO 3TO
3aTpygHUTENIbHOE MONOXKEHNE XYXKE, YEM MITOXOMN NPEe3NOEHT.
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Lev Parnas and Igor Fruman will be asked to give depositions to
impeachment investigators. They’re reportedly going to refuse.
Their lawyer John Dowd also says they will “refuse to appear
before House Committees investigating President Donald Trump.”
Fruman and Parnas meanwhile claim they had real derogatory
information about Biden and other politicians, but “the U.S.
government had shown little interest in receiving it through official
channels.”

For Americans not familiar with the language of the Third World,
that’s two contrasting denials of political legitimacy.

The men who are the proxies for Donald Trump and Rudy Giuliani
in this story are asserting that “official channels” have been
corrupted. The forces backing impeachment, meanwhile, are
telling us those same defendants are obstructing a lawful
impeachment inquiry.

This latest incident, set against the impeachment mania and the
reportedly “expanding” Russiagate investigation of U.S. Attorney
John Durham, accelerates our timeline to chaos. We are speeding
toward a situation when someone in one of these camps refuses
to obey a major decree, arrest order, or court decision, at which
point Americans will get to experience the joys of their political
futures being decided by phone calls to generals and police
chiefs.

My discomfort in the last few years, first with Russiagate and now
with Ukrainegate and impeachment, stems from the belief that the
people pushing hardest for Trump’s early removal are more
dangerous than Trump. Many Americans don’t see this because
they’re not used to waking up in a country where you’re not sure
who the president will be by nightfall. They don’t understand that
this predicament is worse than having a bad president.
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Mpe3ngeHTcTBO Tpamna ABNSEeTCS NepBbiM, KTO OBHapyXun
nonHomacLITabHbIN packon Mexay passegblBaTeNbHbIM
coobuwectsom 1 benbim fomoMm. BbicokonocTaBneHHble nuua B
LIPY, AHB, ®BP 1 gpyrux BegomcTeax OTKpbITO OTOpPBanuch OT
CBOEro noTeHumanbHoro 6occa nepeg nHayrypauuen Tpamna,
HayaB NyGNUYHy0 BOMHY C yTe4kamu, KOTOpas He NnpeKkpaTunach.

MepBbIN KpyNHbIN BbICTpen 6ol NPon3BeAEH B Havarne sHeaps
2017 ropa c 3aronoBka Ha CNN.com: « PykoBogutenu Intel
(pasBegkn) Nnpegbsasunn Tpamny NpeTeH3nn Ha nonbiTkn Poccum
CKOMMNPOMETUPOBATL €0 ». ATa UCTOPUSI O NPeACTaBieHNN
ObiBwero npesvageHTa CLUA Tpamna 7 sHBaps GbiBLIEro
OpuTtaHckoro wnunoHa Kpuctodepa Ctuna, coctosiBlierocs 7
AHBapsi, HaYanacb crnegyowmm obpasom:

CeKpeTHble AOKYMEHTbI, MpeacTaBleHHbIE HA NPOLLSION Heperne
npe3ngeHty O6ame n n3bpaHHomy npesvaeHTy Tpamny,
BKItOYanu B cebs yTBEPXKAEHMSI O TOM, YTO POCCUNCKUNE
ornepaTMBHUKN YyTBEPXKOAOT, YTO OHWM NMOCTaBUIN NO4, Yrpo3y
NNYHYIO 1 PUHAHCOBYIO MHpopMaumto o r-He Tpamne, coobwaioT
CNN MHorouncneHHsle odumumnansHbie nuua CLUA,
HenocpeacTBEHHO 3HaoLWme o bpudunHrax.

YeTblpe HavanbHuKa passeakn [xenmca Komun ns 6P, [xoH
BpeHHaH n3 LIPY, Maiik Pogxepc n3 AHB v gnpekrop
HauMoHarnbHon passegku [hxkermc Knannep npeacraBunm
npesngeHTy ¢ NONUTUYECKN KaTtacTpodmnyeckon nHdopmMmaumen, B
OAHHOM Cnyyae - YacCTHbIM OT4YeT 06 uccnegoBaHUmM onno3nuuu. |,

Cpeawn npo4yero, NOCKOMbKy HOBOCTM Nponanu B TO e camoe
BpeMs, koraa Buzzfeed pelwmn onybnukoBaTtb Bce «6omboBoe»
pocbe CTuna, penopTepbl NPOBENM Ha 3TON Heaene, He
3aUMKNMBasCb He Ha cnocobe Bbixoaa UCTOPUK, a Ha
«npeTeH3nsix». B yacTHocTn, ayantopmm Gbinn Bblicka3aHbl
0OBUHEHMSA B TOM, YTO POCCUSIHE NbITAKOTCA LWIAHTaXNpoBaTb
Tpamna gokasaTenbCTBamMn BEYEPUHKIN C 30510TLIM YLLIEM,
YCTPOEHHOW Ha KpoBaTu, Ha KOTopown cnan cam bapak O6ama.

TeuTTEp B30pBasncs . Hukakas gpyras HOBOCTb He UMena
3HayeHus. B TeueHne cnepyrowmx ABYX NET «NPeTeH3Mn» Ha
KOMMPOMMWCC U «MPOAOIKAOLLMIACS» KO3blPb-PYCCKUA «OBMEH»
BMCenu Haa BenbiM AoMOM, kKak JaMOKMOB Meu.

Crp. 140


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.cnn.com/2017/01/10/politics/donald-trump-intelligence-report-russia/index.html
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.cnn.com/2017/01/10/politics/donald-trump-intelligence-report-russia/index.html
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.cnn.com/2017/01/10/politics/donald-trump-intelligence-report-russia/index.html
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.cnn.com/2017/01/10/politics/donald-trump-intelligence-report-russia/index.html
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://money.cnn.com/2017/01/10/media/buzzfeed-trump-report/
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.complex.com/life/2017/01/donald-trump-golden-shower-russian-memos-twitter-reacts

The Trump presidency is the first to reveal a full-blown schism
between the intelligence community and the White House. Senior
figures in the CIA, NSA, FBI and other agencies made an open
break from their would-be boss before Trump’s inauguration,
commencing a public war of leaks that has not stopped.

The first big shot was fired in early January, 2017, via a CNN.com
headline, “Intel (intelligence) chiefs presented Trump with claims
of Russian efforts to compromise him.” This tale, about the
January 7th presentation of former British spy Christopher
Steele’s report to then-President-elect Trump, began as follows:

Classified documents presented last week to President Obama
and President-elect Trump included allegations that Russian
operatives claim to have compromising personal and financial
information about Mr. Trump, multiple US officials with direct
knowledge of the briefings tell CNN.

Four intelligence chiefs in the FBI’'s James Comey, the CIA’s John
Brennan, the NSA’s Mike Rogers, and Director of National
Intelligence James Clapper, presented an incoming president with
a politically disastrous piece of information, in this case a piece of
a private opposition research report.

Among other things because the news dropped at the same time
Buzzfeed decided to publish the entire “bombshell” Steele dossier,
reporters spent that week obsessing not about the mode of the
story’s release, but about the “claims.” In particular, audiences
were rapt by allegations that Russians were trying to blackmail
Trump with evidence of a golden shower party commissioned on a
bed once slept upon by Barack Obama himself.

Twitter exploded. No other news story mattered. For the next two
years, the “claims” of compromise and a “continuing” Trump-
Russian “exchange” hung over the White House like a sword of
Damocles.
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Mano KTo uHTepecoBarncst MOTuBamMmn obHapoLOBaHUS 3TOM
ncropumn. Kak okasanochb, 6bi510 ABa 06bsicHEHMSA: 04HO Obino
oBGHapoaoBaHo, a Apyroe Tonbko noaxe. NybnnyHoe onpasaaHue,
kak obpucoaHo B ctatbe CNN, cocTosino B TOM, 4TOObI «4aTtb
NOHATb M30paHHOMY NPe3ngeHTy, YTo Nogo6HbIE 0BBUHEHNS B €ro
agpec [pacnpocTpaHsanucb] cpeamn cneucnyxoy».

OpHako, kak Mbl 3Haem 13 3anvckn Komu ot 7 aHBaps 2017 roga
3amectutento AHapto Makkenby n reHepanbHOMy cOBETHUKY PBP
xenmcy Benkepy, 6bino gpyroe o6bacHeHe. Comey Hanucarn:

£ ckasan, 4YTo He roBoOpto, YTO 3TO NpaBAa, TOSIbKO TO, YTO 5
xoTen, 4tobbl [Tpamn] 3Han un 1o, 4To 06 3TOM coobLLIaNoCh, U YTO
oT4eTbl 6bINI BO MHOMMX pyKax. A ckasan, 4To cpeacTtsa
MaccoBOW MHGopmaumn, Takne kak CNN, umenu nx un uckanu
HOBOCTW. A ckasan, 4To BaXkHO, YTOObI Mbl HE AaBanu UM Noeoaa
nucatb, YTo y ®BP ecTb MaTepuan unu [0TpeaakTupoBaHo], 1 4To
Mbl AEPXNM €ero o4eHb 0rm3ko.

MpeactaebTe, ecnu 66l NOgoOHasA cnTyauus NpPousoLLa B ssSHBape
2009 roga c y4actnem nsbpaHHoro npesngeHta bapaka Ob6ambi.
MpeacTtaebTe cebe BcTpeuy mexay Obamon n rmasamu LIPY,
AHB n ®BP, a Takke OB[, Ha KOTOpoW BHOBb N3bpaHHOMY
npes3naeHTy NpeacTaBneH AoKNnan, COCTaBNEHHbIN, CKaXeM,
«CynebHbim HabnogeHnemy, 06BUHAIOLLINIA €ro B CBA3AX C «Alb-
Kangown». , MNpencraBbTe ganee, 4to oHW roeopat Obame, 4To
npegocTaBnsoT eMy 3Ty UHOPMAaLMIO, YTOBbI OH 3Han ob yrpose
LaHTaxa, 1 4Tobbl 3aBEPUTbL €r0, OHN HE AaayT HOBOCTHbBIM
areHTCTBaM «KpH4oK» Ans nyonmkaumm HoBOCTEN.

A Tenepb npeacTaBbTEe, YTO 3Ta HOBOCTbL NosABMNach Ha Fox
cnycTsa Heckonbko aHen. MNMpeactasbTe cebe, 4TO B TeYeHue roga
OQVH N3 YeTbIpex YUHOBHMKOB CTan NnaTHbIM y4acTHUKOM FoxX.
[emokpaTbl cownm Okl ¢ yma B 3TOM CTEYEHUN OBCTOATENBCTB.
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Few were interested in the motives for making this story public. As
it turned out, there were two explanations, one that was made
public, and one that only came out later. The public justification as
outlined in the CNN piece, was to “make the President-elect
aware that such allegations involving him [were] circulating among
intelligence agencies.”

However, we know from Comey’s January 7, 2017 memo to
deputy Andrew McCabe and FBI General Counsel James Baker
there was another explanation. Comey wrote:

| said | wasn’t saying this was true, only that | wanted [Trump] to
know both that it had been reported and that the reports were in
many hands. | said media like CNN had them and were looking for
a news hook. | said it was important that we not give them the
excuse to write that the FBI has the material or [redacted] and that
we were keeping it very close-hold.

Imagine if a similar situation had taken place in January of 2009,
involving president-elect Barack Obama. Picture a meeting
between Obama and the heads of the CIA, NSA, and FBI, along
with the DIA, in which the newly-elected president is presented
with a report complied by, say, Judicial Watch, accusing him of
links to al-Qaeda. Imagine further that they tell Obama they are
presenting him with this information to make him aware of a
blackmail threat, and to reassure him they won’t give news
agencies a “hook” to publish the news.

Now imagine if that news came out on Fox days later. Imagine
further that within a year, one of the four officials became a paid
Fox contributor. Democrats would lose their minds in this set of
circumstances.
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OpHako cTpaHa B OCHOBHOM He COLUia C yMa, NMOCKOSbKY B 3TOM
anusoge He durypuposarna TpaguLMoHHO Npe3naeHTcKas
durypa, Takas kak O6ama, 1 He BbIfo NOHSATHO, YTO OHa Gbina
HanpasfieHa NpoTuB UHCTUTYTa «Bbernoro JoMa» B abCTpakTHOM
BUAeE.

BmecTo aToro ato 6bina nctopums o neyanbHO U3BECTHOM
KoppymMnupoBaHHOM YenoBeke, [loHanbae Tpamne, MOLLIEHHUKe,
XBaTatoLLEM KMUCKY, KOTOPbIN XBacTancs 6aHKpOoTCTBOM, YTOObI
nsbexartb Jonros, 1 Ny6nmyHo xsanun Bnagnmupa MNyTtuHa.
Ayautopus nosepurna B 06BMHEHWUSI NPOTUB 3TOrO YeroBeka U
yBuaena, 4to passedbiBaTenbHoe / KOHTppasBeabiBaTebHOe
coobLLeCcTBO AeNCTBYET NAaTPUOTUYHO 1 AenaeT BCe BO3MOXHOE,
4YTOObI AepXaTb Hac B Kypce 0 BCe elle npoaosKatLemcs
paccrnefoBaHNM MOLLEHHUYECKOro Npe3ngeHTa.

Ho napannenbHas nctopus 6bina npoMrHopmpoBaHa. YTeuku ns
pasBefblBaTeNbHOro COO0LEeCcTBa Yallle BCero CBsi3aHbl C
BHELUHEWN NOMUTUKON. YTeuKa SSHBapCKON «BCTPEUM» MeXy
YeTblpbMs BOXAAMKU U Tpamnom B sitHBape 2017 roga, KoTopas
6e3 CoOMHeHus noBpeanna 1 NPe3naeHTCTBO, U NONoXeHne
AmepuKK 3a rpaHuuen, obina 6ecnpeueneHTHbIM akTOM
HEMNOBUHOBEHMUS.

OT10 ObIN Takke CMenbIn HOBbIM Haber BO BHYTPEHHEN NOMNUTUKe
CO CTOPOHBbI crieucnyx6, KoTopble B NocneaHne AecatuneTms
Hayanu yTeepxgaTb BCEBO3MOXHble MyralLue HoBble
nonHomoumns. OHK NoxuLanu MHoCTpaHues, yomsanm
6ecnunoTHMKamun, NPoBOAUNN BOEHU3NPOBaHHbIE onepauuy 6e3
yBegomneHus KoHrpecca, CTpounu MexayHapoaHblin apxunenar
CEKpeTHbIX TIOPEM U y4acTBOBann B MacCoBOM
HeCaHKLMOHNPOBAHHOM HabrnogeHnn 3a amepukaHuamu. Tornbko
Ha npownon Hegene B cygebHoM Aerne Mbl BbISCHUIN, HACKOMbKO
MacwTabHbIM ABNAETCH HE3AKOHHbIA HAA30p BHYTPU CTPaHbI,
nockonbky ®BP npoBoaut gecatku Tbicay obbickoB 6e3 opaepa
Ha amepurKaHCKNe INEKTPOHHbIE NCbMa 1 TereoHHbIe Homepa
nog Buaom 6opbbbl C MHOCTPAHHOW NOAPLIBHOM AEATENBHOCTHIO.
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The country mostly did not lose its mind, however, because the
episode did not involve a traditionally presidential figure like
Obama, nor was it understood to have been directed at the
institution of “the White House” in the abstract.

Instead, it was a story about an infamously corrupt individual,
Donald Trump, a pussy-grabbing scammer who bragged about
using bankruptcy to escape debt and publicly praised Vladimir
Putin. Audiences believed the allegations against this person and
saw the intelligence/counterintelligence community as acting
patriotically, doing their best to keep us informed about a still-
breaking investigation of a rogue president.

But a parallel story was ignored. Leaks from the intelligence
community most often pertain to foreign policy. The leak of the
January, 2017 “meeting” between the four chiefs and Trump —
which without question damaged both the presidency and
America’s standing abroad — was an unprecedented act of
insubordination.

It was also a bold new foray into domestic politics by intelligence
agencies that in recent decades began asserting all sorts of
frightening new authority. They were kidnapping foreigners,
assassinating by drone, conducting paramilitary operations
without congressional notice, building an international archipelago
of secret prisons, and engaging in mass warrantless surveillance
of Americans. We found out in a court case just last week how
extensive the illegal domestic surveillance has been, with the FBI
engaging in tens of thousands of warrantless searches involving
American emails and phone numbers under the guise of
combating foreign subversion.

Page-142-


https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/fbis-search-for-information-on-americans-was-in-violation-of-the-law-judge-says/2019/10/08/c8570720-e9fc-11e9-9c6d-436a0df4f31d_story.html

HoBbIV TPIOK areHTCTB - BHeapPUTbL ceb5 BO BHYTPEHHIOK NONUTHUKY,
NCnonb3ysa yTeykn n gaeneHne co ctopoHsl CMU. BeTpeya
«HavarbHMKOB pa3Begku» Obina nvib NepBon B cepmm NOAO0GHbIX
NCTOpPUIA, MHOTNE U3 KOTOPbLIX CriefoBanu LWabrnoHy, B KOTOPOM 6bin
CO3[aH JOKYMEHT, nepefaH u3 otaena u3 otaena u npocoyuncs.
O6paszeu:

e 14 deBpans 2017 roga: «4eTbIpe HbIHELUHNX 1 BbIBLUNX
YMHOBHWMKa» coobLatT « Hurto-Mopk malimey, YTo KaMnaHWs
Tpamna nmena «noBTOPHbIE KOHTAKTbI» C POCCUNCKOWN
pa3BeaKom.

e 1 mapTta 2017 roga: «lNpegcrasutenn MuHnctepcrea
HOCTULMN» TOBOPAT, YTO reHeparnbHbIA NPOKYPOp 2a3ems! «
Bawu+HemoH nocmy» Oxedd CeccroH «aBaxabl pasroBapmsan
C POCCUICKMM MOCITOM» U HEe pacKpbiBasn KOHTaKTbl 40 ero
cnyLaHmsl o BONpocy O NOATBEPXKAEHUN.

e 18 mapTta 2017 roga: «ftogn, 3HakoMble C 3TUM BONPOCOM»,
coobwatot Wall Street Journal, 4to 6biBLUMIA COBETHMK Tpamna
no HaumoHanbHoh 6e3onacHocT Mankn PMHH He packpblin
«KOHTaKT» C pycckum B KeMbpnaKCKkoOM yHMBEpPCUTETE, 3NN304,
KOTOpPbIA «NpuBReKk BHMMaHne pa3seaku CLUAY. «.

e 8 anpens 2017 roga: «COTPYAHWKM NPaBOOXPaHUTENbHbIX
opraHoB v gpyrue ocmumaneHble nuua CLIA» coobuwatoT «
BawuHemoH nocmy, YTO TarHbIN CyAbsi NO Hag30py 3a
BHELLHEN pa3BedKon NMOCTaHOBUII, YTO CYLLECTBYET «BEpOATHas
npuyYnHa» nonaratb, Y4TO ObiBLLMI NOMOLWHKK Tpamna Kaptep
Menmk ObIN «areHTOM MHOCTPaHHOM AepXKaBbl». »

e 13 anpens 2017: «UCTOYHUK, ONM3KNIA K BPUTAHCKOW
pasBegke», coobaeTt Jlioky XapauHry u3 The Guardian, 4to
O6puTtaHckuin ananor AHB, GCHQ, coobwmn o
«MNoJ03pUTENDBHbLIX B3AaUMOLENCTBUAX» MexXay «durypamu,
CBSI3aHHbIMK C Tpammnom, N« U3BECTHLIMU UMK
NnoAo3peBaeMbIMN POCCUNCKMMW areHTammn ». AMepurkaHLuam
KaK YacTb «PYyTUHHOIO obmMeHa MHopmaumneny.

e 17 pekabps 2017 roga: «4eTblpe HbIHELUHUX W ObIBLLMX
aMepPUKaHCKMX N MHOCTPaHHbIX YNHOBHMKa» coobLuatoT New
York Times, 4To BO Bpemsi kKamnaHun 2016 roga
aBcTpanunckii gunnomat no nmeHn Anekcangp dayHep
cKasan «aMepuKaHCKMM Komneramy, Yto ObiBLUMA MOMOLLHMK
Tpamna Dxopmx MNManagonynoc 3aasun, 4to «B Poccun ecTb
nonutTuyeckas rpsasb Ha Xunnapu KnnHToH.
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The agencies’ new trick is inserting themselves into domestic
politics using leaks and media pressure. The “intel chiefs” meeting
was just the first in a series of similar stories, many following the
pattern in which a document was created, passed from
department from department, and leaked. A sample:

e February 14, 2017: “four current and former officials” tell
the New York Times the Trump campaign had “repeated
contacts” with Russian intelligence.

e March 1, 2017: “Justice Department officials” tell the
Washington Post Attorney General Jeff Sessions “spoke
twice with Russia’s ambassador” and did not disclose the
contacts ahead of his confirmation hearing.

e March 18, 2017: “people familiar with the matter” tell the
Wall Street Journal that former Trump National Security
Adviser Michael Flynn failed to disclose a “contact” with a
Russian at Cambridge University, an episode that “came to
the notice of U.S. intelligence.”

e April 8, 2017, 2017: “law enforcement and other U.S.
officials” tell the Washington Post the secret Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Court judge had ruled there was
“probable cause” to believe former Trump aide Carter
Page was an “agent of a foreign power.”

e April 13, 2017: a “source close to UK intelligence” tells
Luke Harding at The Guardian that the British analog to
the NSA, the GCHQ, passed knowledge of “suspicious
interactions” between “figures connected to Trump and
“known or suspected Russian agents” to Americans as part
of a “routine exchange of information.”

e December 17, 2017: “four current and former American
and foreign officials” tell the New York Times that during
the 2016 campaign, an Australian diplomat named
Alexander Downer told “American counterparts” that
former Trump aide George Papadopoulos revealed
“Russia had political dirt on Hillary Clinton.
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e 13 anpensa 2018 roga: «aBa UCTOYHMKA, 3HAKOMbIE C 3TUM
BOMpPOCOMY», coobLuaT Makkiamyu, 4To B ocduce
cneymanbHoro coBeTHnka Pobepta Mionnepa ectb
AokasaTtenbcTBa, 4To agBokat Tpamna Mankn KoaH
Haxogwuncs B lNpare B 2016 rogy, «noaTeepxgas 4yactb
aocbke [CTunal».

e 27 HOAGpA 2018 roga: « YOayHbI UICTOMHKK » coobLuaeT
Harding B The Guardian, 4To GbIBLUMIA MEHEOKEP KaMMNaHuK
Tpamna Non ManagopT BcTpeTunca ¢ [xynMaHom
AccaHXxeM B 9KBaJOPCKOM MocosibCTBE B JIOHAOHE.

e 19 aHBaps 2019: «ObiBLUME COTPYOHUKM
NpaBoOOXPaHUTENbHbBIX OPraHoB M Apyrve nuua , 3HakoMble C
paccnegoBaHnem» ckasatb B New York Times , ®bP
OTKPbIJIO paccnegoBaHne «B3pbIBHOE NOCIEACTBMEY B TOM
nunun He pabotan [JoHanba Tpamn OT UMEHM PYCCKMX.

BesycnoBHoO, «ntogun, 3HaKOMble C 3TUM BONPOCOM», 3a
nocrneaHne HeCKOIbKO NneT NponyCcTUN MHOMO NpaBAMBbIX
NCTOPUIA, HO MHOTMe BbinNn ABHO NPoONeMaTUYHbIMKN JaXe BO
Bpems Bbinycka. bonee Toro, Bce 3T0 NPOUCXOANNNO B KOHTEKCTE
NOCTOSIHHOIO TPABNSAOLLIErO AABNEHNSA CO CTOPOHLI
npegctasutenen CMW, COlO3HMKOB MO KOHIPECCY, Takux Kak
aemokpaTbl Agam Windd n Spuk Ceayann, a Takke 6bIBLUNX
YMHOBHUKOB, KOTOPbIE MOITN UCMOSb30BaTb CBON COBCTBEHHbIE
nyGnnyHble NnaTtopMbl B JONOSTHEHME K TOMY, YTO OHM Obinn
HeHa3BaHHbIMU UCTOYHUKaAMM B NpsiMble HOBOCTU. OHM
NCrnonb3oBasnm KOMMepP4YeCcKne HOBOCTHbIE NMIIatdopMbl, YTOObI
Aokasartb, 4To Tpamn COBEPLLWI FOCYAAPCTBEHHYHO U3MEHY |,
AorkeH 6bin 6bITh YaaneH ¢ AOMKHOCTU, U XenaTesibHO TakKe
0OBMHEH KaK MOXHO CKOpee.

LLlokunpytoLmMm Yncrnom aTnx ronocos 6binuv GbiBLLKE OduULEpDI
pasBenkun, KoTopble NpucoeanHunuck K Knannepy n ctanu
NnaTHbIMY aBTopamu HoBocTen . CTpaHuLbl C OTKPLITEIMY
ny6nukaumsiMm n HOBOCTHbIE CETU Tenepb 3anofHeHbl ObIBLLVIMY
«cnykamuy, peaakTUpyLWMMN NCTOPUK, B KOTOPbIX OHU JIMYHO
yvacteoBanu: Mavkn Mopenn , Mankn XengeH , Awa PaHranna n
Onapto MakKenb, cpegn MHOrMX Apyrux, B TOM Yymcrne ocobeHHo
8ce Yembipe U3 NepBbIX « pykosoauTernen Intel». (pykosoantenu
crietcnyx6) »: Knannep, Pomkepc , Komu n xeananHep MSNBC
[>xoH BpeHHaH .
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e April 13, 2018: “two sources familiar with the matter” tell
McClatchy that Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s office
has evidence Trump lawyer Michael Cohen was in Prague
in 2016, “confirming part of [Steele] dossier.”

e November 27, 2018: a “well-placed source” tells Harding at
The Guardian that former Trump campaign manager Paul
Manafort met with Julian Assange at the Ecuadorian
embassy in London.

e January 19, 2019: “former law enforcement officials and
others familiar with the investigation” tell the New York
Times the FBI opened an inquiry into the “explosive
implications” of whether or not Donald Trump was working
on behalf of the Russians.

To be sure, “people familiar with the matter” leaked a lot of true
stories in the last few years, but many were clearly problematic
even at the time of release. Moreover, all took place in the context
of constant, hounding pressure from media figures, congressional
allies like Democrats Adam Schiff and Eric Swalwell, as well as
ex-officials who could make use of their own personal public
platforms in addition to being unnamed sources in straight news
reports. They used commercial news platforms to argue that
Trump had committed treason, needed to be removed from office,
and preferably also indicted as soon as possible.

A shocking number of these voices were former intelligence
officers who joined Clapper in becoming paid news contributors.
Op-ed pages and news networks are packed now with ex-spooks
editorializing about stories in which they had personal
involvement: Michael Morell, Michael Hayden, Asha Rangappa,
and Andrew McCabe among many others, including especially all
four of the original “intel chiefs (leaders of intelligence agencies)”:
Clapper, Rogers, Comey, and MSNBC headliner John Brennan.
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Russiagate nopogun Leny nofiMTUYECKYo NUHUIO -
NpaBUTENBLCTBO B M3rHaHWW, KOTOPOE NpecrnenoBano B cyaebHom
nopsake csoe gerno npotue Tpamna Yyepes3 NOCTOSHHbIN NOTOK
«0000peHHbIX» yTevek, CTOPOHHMKOB KOHIpecca 1 Bce bonee
YHUULMPOBAHHBIV U TEMATUYECKM NocnegoBaTeNbHbIN Habop
KOMMEPYECKNX HOBOCTHbIX areHTCTB.

OTn MexaHn3mbl ObINM NepeHeceHbl Ha gpaMy « YKpanHcKkune
BpaTta» . ATO Te Xe nogun, KoTopble ObtoT B NyOnnyHbie
©apabaHbl, ¢ COOOLEHUAMM, BLIXOASALWMMN N3 OOHUX U TEX XKe
KOMUTETOB KOHrpecca, Yyepes Tex xe Hagnepos, LLndgpdgos n
Ceaneennos. Te e caMble HOBOCTHbIE U3AaHUSA HAaxXoasATCs B
nosnHon 60eBoW rOTOBHOCTM.

OTCcTpaHeHHble «pyKOBOAMTENN BOXAEN» CHOBA UrpatoT
LEeHTpanbHYyl posb B NyGnMYHbIX 3asBrneHnaX. KoMy roBopur: «
Tenepb Mbl MOXEM ObITb B TOYKE », rAe UMNNUYMEHT HeoOXoaum.
bpeHHaH ¢ HenpegHaMepeHHOM NPOHMEN FTOBOPUT, YTO
CoegmHeHHble LWTaTthl « 6onblue He gemokpartus ». Knannep
roBOpUT, YTO Xanoba 3asBuTenemn Ha «YKpanHy» sSiBfseTcs «
OLHOWN N3 camblX 3aCNY>KMBAKOLLMX AOBEPUS », KOTOPYO OH BUAEN.

Kak penopTtep, ocBelLaBLUnin Npe3naeHTCKyto roHky 2015-2016
rogoe, 8 gymarn, 4to kamnaHus Tpamna Obina TpeBOXHOM Ha
MHOIMX YPOBHSAX, HO JTOTMYHOW, Kak HOBOCTb. OH npeycnen no
KrnaccoBbIM MpuynHaMm, U3-3a HefoCTaTKoB B Meauna-busHece,
KOTOopble NoAapunn eMy MacCoBble PenopTaXu, 1 NOTOMY, YTO OH
BOCMNOJSIb30BasnCa XMTPbIM NPENMYLLECTBOM MPOAOIKAOLLMXCA
pasoyapoBaHuin B anektoparte. OH Takke SIBHO oTBevarn
PacUCTCKUM CTpaxam 1 NageHuto AOBEPUSA K TaKUM MHCTUTYTaM,
Kak cpeactea maccoBom nHdpopmauuun, PPC, kopnopaunn, HATO
N, KOHEYHO, pa3BeblBaTeribHble CyX0Obl. B OrpoMHbIX
KonunyecTtsax nsbuparenu oTBEprnn Bce, YTo UM Korga-nmbo
pacckasbiBanu o ToM, KTo 6bin 1 He Bbin KBanUUUMPOBaH Ha
©onee BbICOKYI JOMKHOCTb.

Crp. 145


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.cnn.com/2019/09/25/politics/james-comey-impeachment-tweet/index.html
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/brennan-us-no-longer-a-democracy-under-autocrat-trump
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.foxnews.com/politics/clapper-heaps-praise-on-whistleblower-complaint-as-one-of-the-most-credible-hes-seen

Russiagate birthed a whole brand of politics, a government-in-
exile, which prosecuted its case against Trump via a constant
stream of “approved” leaks, partisans in congress, and an
increasingly unified and thematically consistent set of commercial
news outlets.

These mechanisms have been transplanted now onto the
Ukrainegate drama. It's the same people beating the public
drums, with the messaging run out of the same congressional
committees, through the same Nadlers, Schiffs, and Swalwells.
The same news outlets are on full alert.

The sidelined “intel chiefs” are once again playing central roles in
making the public case. Comey says “we may now be at a point”
where impeachment is necessary. Brennan, with unintentional
irony, says the United States is “no longer a democracy.” Clapper
says the Ukraine whistleblower complaint is “one of the most
credible” he’s seen.

As a reporter covering the 2015-2016 presidential race, | thought
Trump’s campaign was disturbing on many levels, but logical as a
news story. He succeeded for class reasons, because of flaws in
the media business that gifted him mass amounts of coverage,
and because he took cunning advantage of long-simmering
frustrations in the electorate. He also clearly catered to racist
fears, and to the collapse in trust in institutions like the news
media, the Fed, corporations, NATO, and, yes, the intelligence
services. In enormous numbers, voters rejected everything they
had ever been told about who was and was not qualified for higher
office.
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AHTaroHM3m kamnaHmm Tpamna no OTHOLUEHUIO K BOEHHOMY ”
pas3BefblBaTeNIbHOMY MUPY Obin B fyyllem cryvyae TONWMHON B
MunnmumeTp. Kak n no4Tn Bce octanbHoOe, YTO OH ckasan B
KayecTBe kaHamaaTa, 370 Obina yrnoBka, npegHasHavyeHHas ans
nony4YeHus ronocos. To, YTO OH Oblf1 HEMCKPEHEH M NOSIOH 3TOO U
6e30TBETCTBEHEH, NO KpalHen Mepe cHavana, korga oH Hanasn Ha
«rnybokoe rocynapcTeo» 1 «noadenbHble CpeacTBa MaccoBON
NHGOPMALIMNY, HE MEHSIET peanbHOCTb TOro, YTO MPOU3OLLNIO C
Tex nop. [laxe y napaHOUKOB eCTb Bparu, 1 gaxe [JoHanba
«Inybokoe rocyaapcteo» Tpamn ABNAETCs 3aKOHHO U3bpaHHbIM
Npe3naeHToOM, Ybs OTCTaBKa akTUBHO Pa3biCKUBAETCS
pas3BeblBaTerbHbIM COOOLLECTBOM.

Tpamna 0OBUHAOT B TOM, YTO OH MCMOMb3yeT AOMKHOCTb
npesngeHTa ons NpOABMKEHNS MONMUTUYECKUX LiEeNen, B
4YaCTHOCTW, OKa3blBaeT AaBrieHne Ha YKpanHy, 4Tobbl
paccnefoBaTb NOTEHUMANbHOrO KOHKypeHTa B KamnaHum ko
BangeHa. OH BMHOBEH, HO BOMPOC B TOM, HACKONbKO BMHOBAT OH
Mo CPaBHEHUIO C €ro OOBUHUTENSIMNA.

Tpamn, No KpanHen Mmepe, HAaCKONbKO HaM M3BECTHO, He
ncrnonb3oBan pasgen 702 3akoHa 0 Hag3ope 3a BHELLHEN
pa3BenKown ANs MOHUTOPUHra MNONUTUYECKMUX KOHKYPEHTOB. OH He
pa3BepTbiBaETCH KOHTPpPa3BedblBaTENbHbIE «KMH(POPMATOPOBY
yenoeeka criegoBaTh NtoouT XaHtep bangeH. OH He
MaHeBpupoBar, 4Tobbl ob6e3zonacuTsb [leMokpaToB OT
chneumanbHbIX aaBOKaTOB.

W xota JoHanbg Tpamn, NpoBOAALLNIA BHELLHIOK NOSIUTUKY Ha
OCHOBE TOrO, YTO OH BUAMUT B « DOKce u Opy3bsix», Bbl3biBaeT
©eCrnoKOMNCTBO, OH HE HaXOAUTCS Ha TOM Xe ypoBHe, 4To 1 CNN,
MSNBC, « BawuHamoH nocm» v « Hbe—Mpr matmcy, ge-dpakTo
BCTynawuime B napTHepckue oTHowweHns ¢ ®BP n LIPY ang
NOATONKHYTb CUSIbHO NONUTU3MPOBAHHbIE, (hbanbLuMBbIE
NoBEeCTBOBaHMS, Takne Kak Russiagate .

Yrposbl Tpamna B TBUTTEPE U OTMeHa npusuneruii benoro goma

Onsa Taknmx 6onBaHoB, kak [kumMm AKOCTa, TakKke He HauYnHaT

CpaBHMBATbLCA C OMACHOCTbLIO, KOTOPYHO NpeacTasnsaoT Facebook,

Google n Twitter - nog gasneHnem CeHarta - 06beanHANACH C

TakMMu rpynnamu, kak ATNaHTUYEeCKMI COBET, YTODbI cpaxaTbCs »

noaaenbHble HOBOCTU »BO UMS NPEeAOTBPALLEHUAK PaKUraHUsS
asgopa ».
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Trump’s campaign antagonism toward the military and intelligence
world was at best a millimeter thick. Like almost everything else
he said as a candidate, it was a gimmick, designed to get votes.
That he was insincere and full of it and irresponsible, at first at
least, when he attacked the “deep state” and the “fake news
media,” doesn’t change the reality of what’s happened since. Even
paranoiacs have enemies, and even Donald “Deep State” Trump
is a legitimately elected president whose ouster is being actively
sought by the intelligence community.

Trump stands accused of using the office of the presidency to
advance political aims, in particular pressuring Ukraine to
investigate potential campaign rival Joe Biden. He’s guilty, but the
issue is how guilty, in comparison to his accusers.

Trump, at least insofar as we know, has not used section 702 of
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act to monitor political rivals.
He hasn’t deployed human counterintelligence “informants” to
follow the likes of Hunter Biden. He hasn’t maneuvered to secure
Special Counsel probes of Democrats.

And while Donald Trump conducting foreign policy based on what
he sees on Fox and Friends is troubling, it's not in the same
ballpark as CNN, MSNBC, the Washington Post and the New
York Times engaging in de facto coverage partnerships with the
FBI and CIA to push highly politicized, phony narratives like
Russiagate.

Trump’s tinpot Twitter threats and cancellation of White House
privileges for dolts like Jim Acosta also don’t begin to compare to
the danger posed by Facebook, Google, and Twitter — under
pressure from the Senate — organizing with groups like the Atlantic
Council to fight “fake news” in the name of preventing the “foment
of discord.”
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£ He Bepto, YTO BONBLLUMHCTBO aMepuKaHLEeB Npoaymarni, Kak
OyaeT BbirnsaeTb ycnelwHas KamnaHus no uarHanuio JoHaneaa
Tpamna. BonbWKWHCTBO cryYyanHbix NoTpebutenen HOBOCTEN
MOryT gymatb 00 3TOM TONbKO Kak npe3ngeHT Mank. PeanbHas
npobrnema 6yneTt npeueaeHT ge - hakTto passenbiBaTenbHOE
coobLLecTBO BETO Ha Bblbopax, UCMONb3ys cyMacLleaLnii
spookworld (wnuoH BeceneHHyto) 6peH (CTUMb) NOANTUKN
KoTopas AOMUHMpOBarna nocnegHue Tpu roga npotus Trump
arutauun.

MmnunumenT, nogaepxmaembin LUPY / ®BEP, Takke moxeT ObiTb
camouncnonHawmumes npopoyectsomM. Ecnun [loHanbg Tpamn
AyMaeT, 4YTo OH ByaeT 3akmnoyeH B TIOpbMy Nocre yxoaa us
ochu1ca, OH paHo UNKU NO3OHO NONMET, YTO ero €AUHCTBEHHbIN
peanbHbIN LWar - Ha4aTb BecTn cebs Kak «gukratop» MSNBC, n
CNN npogosmkaeT HacTamBaTb Ha CBOeEM . 3a4eM OTKasblBaTbCA
oT benoro goma v xgaTb, NOKa ero apecTyloT, Koraa y Hero Bce
elle eCTb TeopeTMyecke NoSIHOMOYMS NOCbiNaTb BOMCKA
crneuHasa B OKHax Kaxgoro nocnegHero nuaepa " Pyccknx sopot”
n" YkpanHckmx BopoTt" ? 310 6bin 6bl hMHan B CTpaHe TpeTbero
Mupa, 1 3TO TO, KyAa Mbl HaNpaBnNAeMcsl, €CIin KTO-TO HE OTMEHUT
aTo 6esymume. [1obpo noxanoBaTtb B NOCTOAHHYO 60pbby 3a
BnacTb.
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| don’t believe most Americans have thought through what a
successful campaign to oust Donald Trump would look like. Most
casual news consumers can only think of it in terms of Mike Pence
becoming president. The real problem would be the precedent of
a de facto intelligence community veto over elections, using the
lunatic spookworld (spy universe) brand (style) of politics that has
dominated the last three years of anti-Trump agitation.

CIA/FBI-backed impeachment could also be a self-fulfilling
prophecy. If Donald Trump thinks he’s going to be jailed upon
leaving office, he’ll sooner or later figure out that his only real
move is to start acting like the “dictator” MSNBC and CNN keep
insisting he is. Why give up the White House and wait to be
arrested, when he still has theoretical authority to send Special
Forces troops rappelling through the windows of every last
Russiagate/Ukrainegate leaker? That would be the endgame in a
third world country, and it's where we’re headed, unless someone
calls off this craziness. Welcome to the Permanent Power
Struggle.
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14. Hbio-Uopk Tammc onycKaeTcs HUXe

®dDokca

Ero ucropusi 00 OTKpHITHH YTOJI0OBHOI0 Paccjiel0BaHUA
1o nmpoucxoxaeHno Russiagate ormevyaer HOBBIN
MHHHMYM B «MEHHCTPHME)» OCBeLICHUSI

Ma1T Tanb6u26 oktabpsa 2019 r.

Mo3gHo Beyepom B YeTBepr, 24 okTabps, 2azema New York
Times ony6nvkoBana 60MbLUY NCTOPUIO O TOM, Kak

reHeparnbHbI Npokypop bunn Bapp v 6biBLWLIMI NPOKYpOp WTaTa
KoHHekTukyT [koH [lapem Hayanu yronoBHoe paccriefjoBaHve B
OTHOLLIEHUK NpoucxoxaeHnst « Bopot Poccumy .

VicTopuga (ctatesl) - HOBbI MUHUMYM B NpoAorKatoLLemMcs
TpexneTHeM dmacko ocselleHnst Russiagate . The Times npowna
nyTb OT TOro, YTOObl BO33BaTb K CEPbE3HOCTU KaXKA0ro
nccnegosaHusa Tpamna-Poccumn, YToObl CKpbITh Kaxabii ab3al B
npeaynpexaeHusax notpeburtenen, o KOTOpbIX MOryT NnogymaTb
ncnyraHHble YutaTenu camm (He3aBnucumo) .
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14. The New York Times sinks below Fox

Its story about the opening of a criminal probe into the
origins of Russiagate marks a new low in “mainstream”
coverage

Matt Taibbi Oct 26, 2019

Late on Thursday, October 24th, the New York Times ran a big
story about Attorney General Bill Barr and former Connecticut
U.S. Attorney John Durham opening a criminal probe into the
origins of Russiagate.

The story (article) is a new low in the ongoing three-year fiasco of
Russiagate coverage. The Times has gone from trumpeting the
gravity of every Trump-Russia probe to shrouding each paragraph
in consumer warnings, terrified readers might think for themselves
(independently).

Page-148-


https://taibbi.substack.com/p/the-new-york-times-sinks-below-fox
https://taibbi.substack.com/people/263053
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/24/us/politics/john-durham-criminal-investigation.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/24/us/politics/john-durham-criminal-investigation.html

Takoro poga nosegeHvne penoptepoB 06bIYHO HAacMexanoch B
koHcepBaTMBHbIX CMW. FOX npuBbI4Ka CHOCS YrpPOLLEHHbLIM BHU3
(ynpoLueHHbIn Ansa Tyneix 3putenen) chryons n o6xogos
(HebnarogapHbI NpegaTenb 3aMasaHbl KapTUHbl MaHHWHIa
SIBMISIETCS MPUMEPOM), YTOObI yOoeanTbes , 4YTo 3puTenm ,
noYepnHyTbIMM NpPaBUbHOE COOBLLEHNE, BbICMEMBAnW.

OTHocuTenbHO nocrneaHen nctopumn Times , HEMHOro
npeabICTopuun:

Bckope nocne nsbpanus JoHanbaa Tpamna HeHa3BaHHbIE
NCTOYHUKN B pa3BeaKe 1 NMpaBOOXpaHUTESbHbBIX OpraHax Havanu
nybnmkoBaTb CTaTbW B raseTax, Takux Kak « Talmc» N «
BawuHamoH nocmy . Ayautopus Obina 6polueHa (norny4una)
cepuito 60MO (B3pbIBHLIX UCTOPWUIA) , MOYMTU BCE OHU UMENN
OTHOLLIEHME K «CBSA3AMY» UMK «CBA3AMY Mexay [oHanbaom
Tpamnom n Poccuen.

Trump nomoLwHuK hxopax MNManagonynoc 6k ces3aH
(MoaknoYeH) No aNeKTPOHHOM NoYTe Ha « POCCUMCKOM
pasBeablBaTenbHoW onepauuu .» CoBeTHUK Tpamna no
HauuoHanbHown 6e3onacHocTn Mankn PnuHH
NPOAEMOHCTPMPOBAn «04YeBUAHYI 6NN30CTb C PYCCKOM
XEHLLMHOMY B KOHhabe KembpumKcKoro yHuBepcuTeTa, CLeHe,
KoTopas « BCTPEBOXMNA» UCTOYHUK B aMEPUKAHCKOW pa3BeaKe .
CekpeTHbI cya cunTan BeposiTHbIM OCHOBaHME nonaratb, YTo
ObiBLWMI NoMoLLHKK Tpamna Kaptep Mengx 6bin « areHTom
MHOCTPaHHOW AepXKaBbl ».

Bce 370 ObIN10 B JONOMHEHME K B3PbIBHBIM OOBUHEHNSIM, TAKUM
Kak o6BMHEHNE B TOM, 4TO cam [loHanbg Tpamn nogseprancs
CeKkcyanbHOMY LIaHTaXy CO CTOpOHbI Brnagmumupa lMytuHa, y
KOTOPOro, Kak roBopunu, 6bina neHTta ¢ nsobpaxeHmem
npesuaeHTa, Habnaawero, Kak NPOCTUTYTKN MoYaTCs Ha
KpoBaTtu Putu-KapnTtoHa, korga-to cnswero bapakom O6amon.

MHorune 13 aTuUx pacckasoB CTanu 4YacTbio paccrefoBaHus,
NPOBEAEHHOro cneuunanbHbiM cOBETHUMKOM PobepTtom Mionnepom,
KOTOpbI cam siBnsieTcs pesdynbTaTtoM paccnegosannsg P,
obHapogoBaHHoro [hxenmcom Komu B nokasaHusx [Joma B mapTe
2017 roga.
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This is the kind of behavior mainstream reporters used to mock in
conservative media. The Fox habit of blasting out dumbed-down
(simplified for stupid viewers) chryons and crawls (UNGRATEFUL
TRAITOR plastered over a picture of Chelsea Manning is an
example), to make sure audiences gleaned the correct message,
was ridiculed.

Regarding the latest Times story, some background:

Not long after Donald Trump was elected, unnamed intelligence
and law enforcement sources began feeding stories to
newspapers like the Times and the Washington Post. Audiences
were tossed (were given) a series of bombshells (explosive
stories), nearly all having to do with “connections” or “ties”
between Donald Trump and Russia.

Trump aide George Papadopoulos was linked (connected) by
email to a “Russian intelligence operation.” Trump National
Security Adviser Michael Flynn demonstrated “apparent closeness
with a Russian woman” at a Cambridge University confab, a
scene that “alarmed” a U.S. intelligence source. A secret court
deemed probable cause existed to believe former Trump aide
Carter Page was an “agent of a foreign power.”

All this was in addition to explosive allegations like the one
claiming Donald Trump himself was being sexually blackmailed by
Vladimir Putin, who was said to have a tape of the president
watching hookers pee on a Ritz-Carlton bed once slept in by
Barack Obama.

Many of these tales became part of the investigation of Special
Counsel Robert Mueller, itself an outgrowth of an FBI investigation
disclosed to the public by James Comey in House testimony in
March, 2017.
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CkasaTb, YTO OCBeLLeHNe 3TUX nccrneaoBaHnim Obino
JOBEPYMBLIM, - 3HAYUT, HAYErO He ckasaTb. Korga Mionnep 6bin
Ha3Ha4yeH B Mae 2017 roga, ecazema « Talimc» B nepBoM ab3ale
ckasana yuTtaTensam, YTo BONpocC O TOM, YTO MOXET 3aKOHYUTb
NPEe3naeHTCTBO , MOXET ObITb 04EHb BaXKHbIM !

BALUMHITOH - MuHuctepcTBo tocTuuumn HasHauvmno Pobepta C.
Mtonnepa lll, 6biBiero gupektopa PBP, cneunansHbiM
COBETHMKOM B cpeay And HabnogeHms 3a paccrnegoBaHMeMm
CBsA3er Mexay KaMmnaHuen npesvaeHTa Tpamna u poCCUUCKUMN
ohnumanbHbIMK NLAMK, YTO PEe3KO NOBbLICUIO opUanYecKkue u
nonuTU4Yeckne CTaBKU B efe, KOTOpoe yrpoxano nornoTuTb
yeTbIpexmMecsa4yHoe Npe3naeHTCTBO MucTepa Tpamna .

Korpa goknag Mionnepa nossuncs Aesa roga cnycrs, u
oKa3arnocb, YTO He BbINI0 HMKaKOro 3aroBopa pasBenku,
penopTepbl 1 ayanTopusa AOMKHbI Obinv Obl 3aagaBaTbCs
BOMPOCOM: Kakoro 4Yepta? oabl ICTOPUA, OCHOBAHHbIX MOYTH
NCKINIOYMTENBbHO HAa HEHa3BaHHbIX MCTOYHMKAX, 3acTaBunmn
MUSIMOHBI NI0AEN NOBEPUTL B TO, UTO rpe3udeHm CoeduHeHHbIX
LLImamoe - doHanba Tpamn, HO BCe Xe - bbin
CKOMMNPOMETUPOBAHHBIM POCCUNCKMM aKTUBOM.

Uto npomnsowno? Kak n noyemy aToT pacckas Obin pasBepHyT Ans
ny6nukn? Bbinun v HapyLeHs! 3akoHbl? MaHunynuposanu
pas3BenKon UM HEe3aKOHHO YyTeKknn?

Bce aT0 cTano npegmeTom paccnefoBaHUs HOBOrO reHeparnbHOro
npokypopa Tpamna bunna Bappa, KoTopbI B Mae NpoLUnoro roga
Ha3Haunn GbiBLIEro NPokypopa wrata KoHHEKTUKYT [hkoHa
Hapema, 4yTobbl pasobpatbca B 3ToM Bonpoce. B nocnegHee
BpeMs NOSABMAATCA HOBOCTU O TOM, YTo [apem / Bapp, noxoxe,
Ha4anu yrornoBHOe paccrefioBaHue, rnoBbICUB CTaBKY (YBENNYMB
Yrpo3y) ¢ «KaAMUHUCTPATUBHOIO KOHTPOMSA».

Bbino 6bl HeNpaBMbHO NpegnonaraTtb, YTO OTKPbITUE YTONTOBHOMO
paccnefgoBaHua npegnonaraet, 4to apem / bapp packpbin
(0BHapy»xuni) YTO-TO NPOKIIATOE, TaK Xe Kak Obino bl
HenpaBUMNbHO CYMUTaThb, YTO TpamMn BMHOBEH, OCHOBbLIBAsiICb Ha
HoBOCTAX 06 OTKpbITUM paccnegosaHma Monnepa. Ha atom
aTane HUKTO He 3HaeT, 4YTo [lapemM umeeT unun He nmeeT. JTO
MOXeT ObITb 3HAUYNMbIM, 3TO HE MOXET ObITb.
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To say coverage of these probes was credulous is an
understatement. When Mueller was appointed in May of 2017, the
Times in the first paragraph told readers it was a matter of
awesome import that might end a presidency:

WASHINGTON — The Justice Department appointed Robert S.
Mueller 11, a former F.B.I. director, as special counsel on
Wednesday to oversee the investigation into ties between
President Trump’s campaign and Russian officials, dramatically
raising the legal and political stakes in an affair that has
threatened to engulf Mr. Trump’s four-month-old presidency.

When Mueller’s report landed two years later and it turned out
there was no intelligence conspiracy, reporters and audiences
alike should have wondered: what the hell? Years of stories,
based almost entirely upon unnamed sources, led millions to
believe the President of the United States — Donald Trump, but
still — was a compromised Russian asset.

What happened? How and why was this narrative unrolled to the
public? Had laws been broken? Had intelligence been
manipulated or leaked illegally?

All of this became the subject of investigation by new Trump
Attorney General Bill Barr, who last May named former
Connecticut U.S. Attorney John Durham to dig into the matter.
The news breaking now is that Durham/Barr appear to have
opened a criminal investigation, upping the stakes (increasing the
threat) from an “administrative review.”

It would be wrong to suggest the opening of a criminal probe
suggests Durham/Barr uncovered (found) something damning,
just as it would have been improper to conclude Trump was guilty
based on news of the Mueller probe opening. At this stage,
nobody knows what Durham has or doesn’t have. It might be
meaningful, it might not be.
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O6bl4HOM NpoLenypon Npecchl ObIo Obl XaaTh, NoKa He
nosiButcsa 6onee KOHKpeTHas MHOPMaLNSA, HO raseTa yxe
npeaynpexagaet uitarenen ob nHpopmaLmm, KOTOPYH OHa eLle
Aaxe He Bugena. 3aronoBoK 1 NOA3arosIoBOK roBOPAT YMTaTensam
cpasy, kak nepeBapuTb HOBOCTU:

ClrPABELIIMBOCTBL. CKA3AJ1 OTKPbITb YIOJIOBHOE
3AlNPOC B CBOKO PACCJIEAOBAHUE POCCUN

Amom wae, 8eposimHoO, 0mKpoem 2eHepasibHOMY MPOKYPOPYy
068UHEHUST 8 MOM, 4YmMO OH fbimaemcsi 00bumbCsi NosAUMUYecKoU
rnobeodsi npesudeHma Tpamna.

OTO KIaccu4eckun Tmopckmi (KpoTknii) aA3blk Times . [a3eTa He
MOXeT NPsIMO cKasaTb, YTO paccnegosaHve [lapema - aTo
nonuMTuyecKas oxota Ha BebM, NO3TOMY OHa UCMONb3yeT
NacCuBHbIE HOBOCTU, YTOObI CKa3aTb, YTO UCTOPUS «OTKPOET»
Hapema «06BUHEHNsIM» B TOM, YTO paccrnefoBaHue sBnsieTcs
NONMUTUYECKNM.

W3 TpeTbero absaua pacckasa:

Hauano yronosHoro paccrnegosaHus, BEpPOSTHO, BbI3OBET
TpeBory, 4To r-H Tpamn ucnonb3yet MMHUCTEPCTBO IOCTULMN,
4TOObLI NpecnenoBaTb CBOMX Npeanonaraembix Bparos. -H Tpamn
ysonun xenmca b. Komn, aupekropa ®BP, nog HabntogeHnem
KOTOPOro areHThbl CNeaCcTBEHHOro OTAena Hadyanv paccrnegoBaHme
no Poccun, n gonroe Bpems atakosan (atakosar) gpyrmx
BbICOKOMOCTAaBMNEHHbIX COTPYAHUKOB NPaBOOXPaHUTENbHbIX
OpraHoB 1 pa3Beakun Kak napTu3aH, KoTopble NbiTanuncb
3abnoknpoBaThb ero BuloopbI.

Ewe Heckonbko 3asiBrneHnin o6 oTkase OT OTBETCTBEHHOCTU:
paccrnefoBaHne «MOXET Bbl3BaTb TPEBOry» (YMTan: «
BpemeHamuy ), uto Tpamn ncnonbdyetT MMHUCTEPCTBO HOCTULUN,
4yTOObI NpecneaoBaTb CBOMX «NpeanonaraemMbix» Bparos.

CraTtbs npogormkaeTcs:
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The normal press procedure would be to wait to flip out until more
concrete information is released, but the paper is already warning
readers away from information it has not even seen yet. The
headline and sub-headline tell readers right away how to digest
the news:

JUSTICE DEPT. IS SAID TO OPEN CRIMINAL INQUIRY INTO
ITS OWN RUSSIA INVESTIGATION

The move is likely to open the attorney general to accusations that
he is trying to deliver a political victory for President Trump.

This is classic timorous (meek) Times language. The paper can’t
say outright that Durham’s probe is a political witch hunt, so it
uses passive news-ese to say the story will “open” Durham to
“accusations” that the investigation is political.

From the story’s third paragraph:

The opening of a criminal investigation is likely to raise alarms
that Mr. Trump is using the Justice Department to go after his
perceived enemies. Mr. Trump fired James B. Comey, the F.B.I.
director under whose watch agents opened the Russia inquiry,
and has long assailed (attacked) other top former law enforcement
and intelligence officials as partisans who sought to block his
election.

More disclaimers: the probe is “likely to raise alarms” (read: by us
at the Times) that Trump is using the Justice Department to go
after his “perceived” enemies.

The paper goes on:
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3aBucumocTb r-Ha bappa ot r-Ha [lapema, LWMpoKo yBakaemoro u
OMbITHOrO NPOKYpOpa, KOTOPLIN paccriegoBan nbiTkn LIPY n
pa3bun konbua madmm, Mor 661 NTOMOYb OrpaguTb reHepanbHOro
npoKypopa OoT 06BUHEHWIA B TOM, YTO OH BbINOMHAET NOpYyYeHNs
npesmaeHTa n CTaBuT NOMUTUKY Bbille CrpaBeasiMBOCTH.

OTO HOBOCTHas BepCcUsa HacMeLLKKU Tponns B TeutTepe: «Tbl
YBEPEH, YTO 3TO TOT XOSfIM, HAa KOTOPOM Thl XOY€ELLb YMEPETb?» «
Talimc» roBopuT, 4To [Japema «LLMPOKO YBaXKatoT», HO
nogpasymeBaeT, YTO OH NOTepPSAEeT 3TO 3BaHWE, €CIU MPOLAOIIKUT
BbINOMNHATL «MOPYYEHUs NPe3naeHTa» 1 NOCTaBUT «MOSNTUTUKY
BblLLUe CNpaBeasIMBOCTUY.

BonbLue:

depnepanbHbIM criegoBaTeNsM HY>KHO TOMbKO «pa3yMHOe
yKasaHune» Ha To, YTo ObIfIo CoBEpLUEHO NPECTyneHne, 4Tobbl
HayaTb paccregoBaHue, ropa3go 6onee HU3KUM CTaHAAPT, YEM
BEposiTHasi NpU4YMHa, Heobxoanmas Ans nonyyvyeHns opaepa Ha
0o6bick. OgHaKo «O0IMKHO BbITb 0OBLEKTUBHOE, haKTU4ECKOe
OCHOBaHWe Ans Havana paccnegoBaHust; O4HOro npeavyBCcTBUS
HeOoCTaToO4YHO », corfnacHo pykoBoacTey MnHMCTepCcTBa CTULINA

[[a3eTa roBopwuT, YTO TaM HEe OOMMKHO ObITb MHOMO, 4TOOLI [dapem /
Bapp oTKpbIn yronoBHoe paccnegoBaHue. Huuero nogobHoro
TakoM OroBopKe He NosIBUOCh B « TaliMc», Koraa oHa
pacckasblBana Ham 0 Havyane, ckaxkem, paccrnegosaHus 6P no
paccriefoBaHuio yparaHoB «[lepeKkpecTHbIN OrOHbY .

Hanpumep, « Talumc » He npuBeTCcTBOBana nssectue ob yreuke
pocbe CTuna ¢ 3aBepeHnsamMm B TOM, YTO 9TO He nogaaroLlasca
NpoBEepKe UCTOPUS, OCHOBaHHAs Ha «MPOCTOM» HEHAa3BaHHOM
ncTovHmke. BmecTo aToro raseta onybnvkosana AnNUHHYO
NCTOPUIO POCCUNCKOrO «CEKCYarbHOrO LWaHTaxa », OTHOCALLYOCH
K CTannHCKOM anoxe, nogaepXuBas To, YTO okasanochb
6eCCMbICNIEHHON NCTOPUEN.

Cnegyowum 6611 0OANH U3 CaMblX TOHKMX (CaMbIX XUTPbIX ) (U
caMbIX XyALUMX (CamblX rPA3HLIX) ) OTPbIBKOB B Nbece:
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Mr. Barr’s reliance on Mr. Durham, a widely respected and
veteran prosecutor who has investigated C.I1.A. torture and broken
up Mafia rings, could help insulate the attorney general from
accusations that he is doing the president’s bidding and putting
politics above justice.

This is a news version of the Twitter troll taunt, “Are you sure this
is the hill you want to die on?” The Times says Durham is “widely
respected,” but implies he will lose that designation if he goes on
to do “the president’s bidding” and put “politics above justice.”

More:

Federal investigators need only a “reasonable indication” that a
crime has been committed to open an investigation, a much lower
standard than the probable cause required to obtain search
warrants. However, “there must be an objective, factual basis for
initiating the investigation; a mere hunch is insufficient,”
according to Justice Department guidelines.

The paper is saying there doesn’t need to be much there, in order
for Durham/Barr to open a criminal probe. Nothing like such a
disclaimer appeared in the Times when it told us about the
launching of, say, the FBI's Crossfire Hurricane investigation.

The Times for instance didn’t greet the news of the Steele
dossier’s leak with reassurances that it was an unverifiable tale
based on a “mere” unnamed source. Instead, the paper published
a lengthy history of Russian “sexual blackmail” dating back to
Stalin’s era, bolstering what turned out to be a nonsense story.

Next up was one of the subtlest (trickiest) (and slimiest (dirtiest))
passages in the piece:
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®BP Havyano paccnegosaHue B KoHLUe uonsa 2016 roga noa
KoOoBbIM Ha3BaHnem Crossfire Hurricane , nonyyus ot
aBCTpanuMmnckoro npaBmUTENbLCTBA MHPOPMALINIO O TOM, YTO K
COBEeTHUKY KamnaHum Tpamna o6paTunucb ¢ npepnoxeHnem
YKpaAeHHbIX 3JIEKTPOHHbIX MUCEM, KOTOPbIE MOTYT NOBPEANTb
kamnaHun Xunnapw KnnHToH.

AreHTbl ®BP o6Hapyxnnm npegnoxeHne BCKOpe nocrne Toro, Kak
YKpaAeHHble 3NIeKTPOHHbIe NMCbMa AeMOKpaToB Obinun
onyo6nu1KoBaHbl , U COObITUA, @ TaKXKe CBA3U MexXxay ApYrMiMu
coBeTHuKammu Tpamna n Poccuen Bbi3Banu onaceHus, 4To
kamnaHusa Tpamna 6bina croBopom ¢ BMeluaTenscTtsom Poccun.

OpurnHanbHble uctopun « TatiMcy 06 3TOM aNM30ae Kacanucb
Monogoro noMmoLlHuka Tpamna [xopoxa Managonynoca,
KOTOPOro, NpeanosnoXuTensHo, KOPMUIM pacckazaMm O pyCCKom
«rpasuny Xunnapu KnMHTOH TaUHCTBEHHbIN ManbTUNCKUI
npodpeccop no nmenn [hbkosed Mudcya. 3t1oT annsog sensetcs
odoumumManbHOM NPUYNHONM ANst Hadana paccnegoBaHus PP 06
oTHoweHuax JoHanbaa Tpamna ¢ Poccuen. U3 otueta Mionnepa

OT1a uHdopmaums nodyguna PEP 31 nona 2016 roga HayaTb
paccnefoBaHue Toro, KOOpAUHUPOBANW Nv nuua, CBA3aHHbIE C
KosbIpHOW KamnaHunein, poCCUINCKOE NPaBUTENBCTBO B CBOEN
AEeATEeNbHOCTU MO BMELLAaTeNbCTBY.

Mpenblaoywune spemeHa pacckasbiBanu, 4To MNanagonynoc
onpeneneHHo 6bin cBA3aH 3NIEKTPOHHBIMU MUCbMaMM C «
POCCUNCKOW pa3BedblBaTenbHOM onepaumen ». B ecazeme
«Tatimey» ot 30 gekabps 2017 roga, o3aenasneHHoOU « Kak
Ha4yanock paccrnegosaHve B Poccun: NOMOLLHUK B KAMMNaHUW,
HaNUTKM 1 Pa3roBOpbl O NONUTUYECKOW FPA3M », PEKNaMUPOBAancs
anun3og «Mudbcya» Kak YeTkoe ykasaHune Ha cBsA3b Poccum u
Tpamna:

Bo BpeMsi HOUM NbSHCTBA B NPECTUXKHOM NOHAOHCKOM Bape B mae
2016 roga [xopax Managonynoc, MOSIO40M COBETHMK NO
BHELLHEN NonuTMKe KamnaHuu Tpamna, caenan nopasutesnibHoe
OTKPOBEHWE rMaBHOMY aBCTPanMMCKoOMy aunsnomaTty B
BenukobputaHuu: y Poccumn 6b1na nonuTuyeckas rpsisb Ha
Xunnapv KnnHTOH ...
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The F.B.I. opened the investigation in late July 2016, code-named
Crossfire Hurricane, after receiving information from the Australian
government that a Trump campaign adviser had been
approached with an offer of stolen emails that could damage
Hillary Clinton’s campaign.

F.B.l. agents discovered the offer shortly after stolen Democratic
emails were released, and the events, along with ties between
other Trump advisers and Russia, set off fears that the Trump
campaign was conspiring with Russia’s interference.

The original Times stories about this episode concerned young
Trump aide George Papadopoulos, who supposedly was fed tales
of Russian “dirt” on Hillary Clinton by a mysterious Maltese
professor named Joseph Mifsud. This episode is the stated official
reason for opening an FBI investigation into Donald Trump’s
relationship with Russia. From the Mueller report:

That information prompted the FBI on July 31, 2016, to open an
investigation into whether individuals associated with the Trump
Campaign were coordinating with the Russian government in its
interference activities.

Previous Times stories described Papadopoulos as having been
definitively linked by emails to a “Russian intelligence operation.”
A December 30, 2017 Times story called, “How the Russia Inquiry
Began: A Campaign Aide, Drinks and Talk of Political Dirt” touted
the Mifsud episode as a clear indication of a Russia-Trump
connection:

During a night of heavy drinking at an upscale London bar in May
2016, George Papadopoulos, a young foreign policy adviser to the
Trump campaign, made a startling revelation to Australia’s top
diplomat in Britain: Russia had political dirt on Hillary Clinton...
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I'-H Managonynoc sBcTpeTtuncs ¢ [xosedom Mudcyoom,
ManbTUACKMM NPOECCOPOM B HbIHE HE CYLLIECTBYHOLLEN
JloHOoHCKOM akageMum, y KOTOPOro ObINN LEHHbIE KOHTaKTbI C
POCCUMNCKUM MUHUCTEPCTBOM MHOCTPaHHbIX Aen ...

Nx obwen uenbto Obino opraHM3oBaTb BCTPEYY MEXAy r-HoM
Tpamnom un poccuncknm npesngeHTom Brnagmmmpom MNyTuHbiM B
MockBe unun mexay nx cCooTBeTCTBYHOLLMMN MOMOLLHUKaMMU.

OT1a uctopusa cenvac 6ecnopsgok. HMKTO He 3HaeT, KTo, 4yepT
Bo3bMWU, [Pko3ed Mudpcya, n 6bina nu koraa-nmbo pycckas
NPUYaCTHOCTb K 3TON uctopun. Takmum obpasom, « TaliMc» He
MOXET MOWTK TyAa B ONMCaHMN 3TON Heaenu.

BmecTo aToro raseta Tenepb nuLleT, YTO pacckas
[Managonnyrnoca Bbi3Bar «OnaceHus, YTo aTa kaMmnaHus Tpamna
Oblna croBopoM € BMeLaTenbcTBoM Poccmnm» TonNbko no
BPEMEHHbLIM MPUYMHaM, NMOTOMY HYTO OHA NPOMU3OLLIIA «Nocne»
B3rniloma DNC 1 B CBA3U C «CBA3AMU MeEXOY OPYIMMU COBETHUKAMM
Tpamna n Poccusa."

Opyrnmmn cnoBamm, 3TO COBEPLUEHHO HOBasi BEPCUsi COObITUI C
BblYEpPKHYTLIM yrinomMm Mudpcyg (yoaneHo pegakrtopom) . NomHuTe,
YTO 3TO AKOObLI TEPMNENNBLIN HYNEBOW 3Nn3os (Nnepasi npuynHa
nogo3peHus) ansa paccnegosanus Tpamna-Poccum - u B 9ToK
nctopum donblue HeT Poccuu.

The Times He MOXeT 0OBUHUTb 3TO UBMEHEHUE B UCTOYHUKAX.
[axe ecnun «nogsam, 3HaKOMbIM C 3TUM BONPOCOM» TeMNepb
coobuatoT HOBYHO Bepcuto nctopum MNanagonynoca, raseta yxe
noceATMNa cedbsa gpyron Bepcumn . Kak aTo HecooTBeTCTBUE HE
©ecnokouT pegaktopoB?

CtaTbsi npogomxkaeTcs:
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Mr. Papadopoulos met Joseph Mifsud, a Maltese professor at a
now-defunct London academy who had valuable contacts with the
Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs...

Their joint goal was to arrange a meeting between Mr. Trump and
President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia in Moscow, or between their
respective aides.

That story is a mess now. No one knows who the hell Joseph
Mifsud is, or whether there was ever any Russian involvement in
this tale. As such, the Times can’t go there in this week’s write-up.

Instead, the paper now writes that the Papadolpoulos tale set off
“fears that that Trump campaign was conspiring with Russia’s
interference” for timing reasons only, because it came just “after”
the DNC hack and in conjunction with “ties between other Trump
advisers and Russia.”

In other words, this is a completely new version of events, with the
Mifsud angle edited out (removed by the editor). Remember that
this is supposedly the patient zero episode (first cause of
suspicion) for the Trump-Russia investigation — and there’s no
longer any Russia in the story.

The Times can’t blame this change on sources. Even if they’re
now being told by “people familiar with the matter” a new version
of the Papadopoulos story, the paper already committed to
another version. How does this discrepancy not bother editors?

The paper goes on:
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I-H Bapp BHMMaTenNbHO creguT 3a paccnegosaHnem B [lapeme,
Aaxe otnpaeBnssach B Mtanuto, 4Tobbl 06paTUTLCA 3@ NOMOLLbIO K
TaMOLUHUM YMHOBHMKAaM, YTOObI Npeceyb HEO60CHOBaHHbIN
3aroBOp, KOTOPbIV NEXUT B OCHOBE HanaZaoK KOHCEPBATOPOB Ha
paccrnegosaHune B Poccum - TO, 4TO UTanbsAHCKOE NpaBUTENbCTBO
MOMOr0 OpraHn3oBaTb kamnaHuio Tpamna COBETHUK, KOTOPOMY B
2016 rogy ckasanu, 4To Yy POCCUSIH eCTb paspyLUnTENbHas
NMHopMaLms, KoTopas MOXeT NoBpeaAnTb KamnaHun KnmHToHa.

Kak otmeTtun T.A. ®paHk 13 Vanity Fair B noTpsacatoulen cratbe
HEeCKOMbKO Hefenb Hasas , BNofiHe MOXeT ObiTb
«He0obO0CHOBaHHbLIM 3aroBOPOM» CKasaTb, YTO UTaNbsIHCKOE
npaBUTENBLCTBO NOMOITO «co3aaTtby Nanagonynoca. Hanpumep,
HeT HUKaKUX KOHKPETHbIX JOoKa3aTenbCTB Toro, 4to LUPY nopyyuno
ManbTUACKOMY akageMuky HakopmuTb 6egHoro MNanagonynoca
«rpsisHon» ncrtopmen. iges o Tom, 4to LIPY nnn ®BEP 6ykeBansHo
npuaymblBanu Takme noBeCTBOBAHNSA 13 LIENTbHOW TKaHM
(MONHOCTLIO BbIMbILLIIEHHOM), YTOBLI NoacTaBuTb Tpamna, (no
KpanHen mepe, noka) He nogaepXnBaeTcs.

Tem He MeHee, HEeT HN4Yero «HeoboCHOBAHHOIO» B NOMbITKE
BbISICHUTb, KTO, YepT BO3bMMU, [Ixosed Mudcya.

B TeyeHne MHOrMX neT rocnoaCcTBOBaBLUAs TEOPUS Npecchl,
KOTOpyto, Kazanocbk, cam PobepTt Mionnep sBocnpuHnman,
3akntoyvanacbk B ToM, 4To Mudcya 6bin pycckum Beipe3om .
(B3aMMHO OOBEPEHHbBIV NOCPEAHUK, KOTOPbIN HE 3HAET NINYHOCTH
HW OLHOM U3 CTOPOH)

OpHako CrnieumanbHbIN NPOKYPOP HUKOrA4a He goKasbiBan U gaxe
He yTBepxaan, 4to Mudcyg Obin poccMiUckMM areHToMm. BmecTo
aToro Mionnep B CBOeM AoKMNaae NCNonb30oBan HepsLWMBLIA
TEPMUH «KOHTAaKT, CBA3aHHbIN ¢ Poccueny, 4tobbl onucaTtb
Mwudbcyn, KoTopbI AoMmkeH bl cTaTb 60MbLUNMM KpacHbIM
dnarom ansa scex. OrnagbiBasdcb Hasad, BO3HMKAET BOMPOC O
TOM, 3Han nu Mionnep, uyto y Mudcyna He 6bino HacToALWMX
POCCUICKNX CBA3EN, KOrda OH nucan goknaa.

Y Miwonnepa n ®BP genctButenbHO eCTb Koe-kakoe 06bsacHeHne
B OTHOLLEHUM ero xapakrtepuctuk Mudcyna. Mionnep otBeTun: «
A He Mory BonTuM B 3T0 », koraa [xum [kopaaH cnpocun,
asnsetcs N Mudcyn 3anagHom nnm poccuinckon passeakom (oH
Takke He npeanaran TpeTben BO3MOXHOCTH).
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Mr. Barr is closely managing the Durham investigation, even
traveling to Italy to seek help from officials there to run down an
unfounded conspiracy that is at the heart of conservatives’
attacks on the Russia investigation — that the Italian government
helped set up the Trump campaign adviser who was told in 2016
that the Russians had damaging information that could hurt
Clinton’s campaign.

As Vanity Fair’s T.A. Frank noted in a terrific piece a few weeks
ago, it may well be an “unfounded conspiracy” to say the ltalian
government helped “set up” Papadopoulos. There’s no concrete
evidence of, say, the CIA instructing the Maltese academic to feed
poor Papadopoulos the “dirt” story. That idea that the CIA or the
FBI literally concocted such narratives out of whole cloth (entirely
made up) to frame Trump is (at least so far) unsupported.

However, there’s nothing “unfounded” about trying to find out who
the hell Joseph Mifsud is.

The prevailing press theory for years, one Robert Mueller himself
seemed to embrace, was that Mifsud was a Russian cutout.
(mutually trusted intermediary who does not know identities of
either party)

The Special Prosecutor however never proved or even asserted
that Mifsud was a Russian agent. Mueller in his report instead
used the sleazy term “Russia-related contact” to describe Mifsud,
which should have been a big red flag for al. In retrospect, it raises
the question of whether or not Mueller knew Mifsud had no real
Russia ties when he wrote the report.

Mueller and the FBI really have some explaining to do with regard
to its characterizations of Mifsud. Mueller answered, “| can’t get
into that,” when asked by Jim Jordan if Mifsud was Western
intelligence or Russian intelligence (he didn’t offer a third
possibility, neither).
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Daily Beast , He Tak gaBHo cooblanocs , 4to Mifsud, npexae yem
OH yLwen B nognosnbe (BCA 3Ta UCTOPMSA HACTONbKO abcypaHO
npukniodeHyeckmi!), MNMonpocun sawmnTsl UTanNbsSHCKOM MNOMULNNA.
OH npeanonoXxuTenbHO gan 3anMcaHHOoe Ha MIEHKY NOKa3aHue,
YTOObI « 0OBACHUTL, NOYEMY NHOAN MOTYT 3aX0TETb NPUYUHUTL
eMy Bpef ». M3 nctopuun 3eeps :

NcTouHuK B MnHMCTEPCTBE tocTuummn WTanum, BeicTynasi Ha
YCrOBMAX aHOHMMHOCTU, pacckasan The Daily Beast, uto bapp n
[apem vrpanu Ha nneHke...

Ecnu ata 3anuce cyulecTsyeT, Mbl BCe A0MMKHbI ee ycnblwaTtb. Ha
camoM Jene, y4nTbiBasi BaXXHOCTb 3TON UCTOPUKN B TEYEHME ABYX
OONrnX neT yayLlwaloLwmx cnopos, Mbl BCe SOMKHbI BUAETb, Kak
3TOro napHs katat [Jannec B Mackax M Ha KaTtarnke, kak FaHHub6an
Jlektep. Mudpcya MoOXeT okasaTbCsl CrydanHbIM NEPCOHAXeEM,
KOTOpbI/ nonan B 3Ty CAy4anHOCTb CIly4anHo, HO Mbl BCE PaBHO
JOIMKHbI OO BACHUTD.

BpemeHa n 60MnbWNHCTBO «MaccoBOW MHOpMaunn» XoTaT ,
4TOObI Mbl CYMTaAEM , YTO NtobOoe yronoBHOE paccrneoBaHme
Durham (yronoBHoe paccrnegoBaHue [Japem) asnsetca
noaaenbHbIM TaKTUKOM, KMHCTPYMEHT , 4TObbI ObITb B pyKax
NPOTUB NOMANTUYECKUX BParoB.»

Ecnu 370 3By4MT 3HAKOMO, 3TO MOTOMY, YTO PaaNOCTaHLUM BPOAe
dokca 1 Takne NoNUTKKK, Kak Tpamn, XOTAT, YTOObI 3pUTenu
yBMAEnNu paccnegosaHue no geny ob nmnnumeHTe B YkpavHe
MMEHHO B TakoM e cBeTe (« Elle ogHa oxoTa Ha BegbMy , -
rosopuT Tpamn).

O6a aybnsa ynpoweHbl. Mbl 3a npegenamu noboro cueHapwus, rae
eCTb XOpoLluas CToOpoHa v nroxasa ctopoHa. [laxe ecnu 661 no
KaKon-TO OTAaneHHoOW Cry4yanHOCTU 3a BCEM 3TUM OblN SBHbIN
HEBWHHbIV / BUHOBHbIV NapTU3aHCKUI HappaTuB, Mbl Obl 3TOrO He
3Hann, notomy 4to y CMW Hm ogHon na ctopoH BornbLue HeT
BO3MOXHOCTM MaHUNynMpoBaTb HEOAHO3HAYHbIMU HappaTUBaMu.
« Tatmey , kKak n «PoKe», Tenepb CTaBUT NO YMONYAHUIO
HEBEPOATHO ynpoLleHHoe. BonbWNHCTBO APYrMX TOProBblX TOYEK
crneayoT npumepy.
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The Daily Beast not long ago reported that Mifsud, before he
went into hiding (this whole story is so absurdly cloak-and-
dagger!), asked for Italian police protection. He supposedly gave a
taped deposition to “explain just why people might want to harm
him.” From the Beast story:

A source in the Italian Ministry of Justice, speaking on the
condition of anonymity, told The Daily Beast that Barr and Durham
were played the tape...

If that tape exists, we should all want to hear it. In fact, given this
story’s importance in two long years of suffocating controversies,
we should all want to see this guy rolled into Dulles, masked and
on a gurney like Hannibal Lecter. Mifsud might end up being an
incidental character who got sucked into this thing by accident, but
we're owed an explanation nonetheless.

The Times and most of the “mainstream media” want us to believe
that any Durham criminal probe (criminal investigation by Durham)
is a bogus tactic, a “tool to be wielded against political enemies.”

If that sounds familiar, it's because stations like Fox and politicians
like Trump want audiences to see the Ukraine/impeachment
investigation in exactly that same light (“Another witch hunt,”
Trump says).

Both takes are simplistic. We’re beyond any scenario where
there’s a good side and a bad side. Even if by some remote
chance there were a clear innocent/guilty partisan narrative
underneath all of this, we wouldn’t know, because neither side’s
media has any capacity anymore for juggling ambiguous
narratives. The Times, just like Fox, now defaults to the
unbelievably simplistic. Most other commercial outlets are
following suit.
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Hanpumep, y Tpamna, noxoxe, eCTb Janeko nayuue
npeacTaBneHns o ponu YkpauHbl B « BopoTtax Poccum» (oH
MOXET NOBEPUTL B TEOPUIO, YTO YKpauHa Banomana OHP,
Hanpumep). Tem He MeHee, 3TO HEOCTMOPUMbIN PaKT, 4YTo YKpanHa
pabotana, 4Tobbl NOMOYb AeMOKpaTaM NPOTUBOCTOATL Tpamny B
2016 rogy. YKpaunHCKuii cyg, NOCTaHOBWUIT, YTO €ro NpaBUTENbLCTBO
HEe3aKOHHO BMeLUlanochb B amepukaHckue Bbibopbl, B TOM YMcne
npeaocTaBmMB MHPOPMaLMIO O NaTexax, caenaHHbIX ObiBLEeMY
MeHemkepy kamnaHum Tpamna MaHadopTy.

9710 6bINO Nocne Toro, kKak BeTepaH [leMmokpaTu4eckon napTum no
nMmeHn AHgpea Yanyna otnpasuics B YKpavHy B nonckax Tpamna
onno (uccrnegoBaHne onnosnLmm) , YTo, He CMOTPSA Ha To, YTO
KOMY-TO BCE PaBHO, ABMNAETCA UCTOPMEN, NOXOXEN Ha YKpanUHCKMe
BOpOTa , C TON pa3Huuen, 4to Yanyna He Obin Npe3MaeHToM
CoegunHeHHbIX LLTaToB, Koraa oHa nonpocuna y MHOCTPaHHOro
npaBuUTENbLCTBA rPs3b O KaHanaaTe B npesnaeHTol. OgHako gaxe
caenaTtb NpocToe hakTuyeckoe HabrnogeHne o TOM, YTO caerka
mexay Yanynom n YkpanHon coctosanachk, CTano HEBO3MOXHbIM B
HbIHELUHEM MeaUHOM NnaHgwadyTe.

Nctopua Chalupa 6bina nepBoHa4yanbHO CrioMaHa penopTepom
Politico KeHom ®orenem B 2017 roay (« YKpavHCK1e NOMbITKMU
caboTtupoBatb OTBETHbLIN OroHsL Tpamna »). Ho Monumuko Tenepb
onuceiBaeT, 4To Tpamn npuBepxeH «HeobOCHOBAHHbIM
0OBUHEHMAM ... TEOPUM 3aroBopa, YTO YKpamHa noMmorna
aemokpaTaM Ha Bbibopax 2016 roga».

MepBoHavanbHo MNonumuko coobwun, 4To Teopus 3arosopal

BoT Kkak cTpaHHble Belm nonyymnu. 31o 198 4 / PegaktupoBaHue
peanbHOCTM Ha YpoBHE YUHCTOHa CmuTa.

HeT koHTekcTa, B KOTOPOM ObINo Gbl 3aKOHHO MCMNONb30BaTh
BOEHHYI NOMOLLb, PMHAHCMPYEMYIO HanoronnaTenbLmkamm, ans
nony4eHns nHopMaLmmn o IMYHOM NOSNTIMTUYECKOM KOHKYPEHTE.
Ho koHTeKkcT apambl 06 UMNUUMEHTE U3MeHWNcs Obl, ecnn bl
0OKa3arnocb, YTO B OCHOBE « Pycckux BopoT» Obinn HE3aKOHHbIE
JencTeus .
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For instance, Trump seems to have far-out ideas about Ukraine’s
role in Russiagate (he may believe a theory that Ukraine hacked
the DNC, for instance). Still, it's an undeniable fact that Ukraine
worked to help Democrats oppose Trump in 2016. A Ukrainian
court has ruled that its government “meddled” illegally in the
American election, among other things by providing information
about payments made to former Trump campaign manager
Manafort.

This was after a veteran Democratic operative named Andrea
Chalupa traveled to Ukraine in search of Trump oppo (opposition
research), which, not that anyone cares, is a similar story to
Ukrainegate, the difference being that Chalupa was not president
of the United States when she asked a foreign government for dirt
about a presidential candidate. Even making the simple factual
observation that the Chalupa/Ukraine transaction took place,
however, has become an impaossibility in the current media
landscape.

The Chalupa story was originally broken by Politico reporter Ken
Vogel in 2017 (“Ukrainian efforts to sabotage Trump backfire”).
But Politico now describes Trump being committed to
“‘unsubstantiated allegations... a conspiracy theory that Ukraine
aided Democrats in the 2016 election.”

Politico originally reported that conspiracy theory!

That’s how weird things have gotten. It's 1984/Winston Smith-level
reality-editing.

There’s no context in which it would be legitimate to leverage
taxpayer-funded military aid to get information about a personal
political rival. But the context of the impeachment drama would
change if turned out there were illegalities at the heart of
Russiagate.

Page-157-


https://www.ft.com/content/c98078d0-6ae7-11e6-a0b1-d87a9fea034f
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/12/world/europe/ukraine-paul-manafort.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/12/world/europe/ukraine-paul-manafort.html
https://www.politico.com/news/2019/10/25/trump-defends-rudy-giuliani-legal-probe-057578

[axe war BHU3 OT TOro, YTo, NO-BMANMOMY, cyMTaeT Tpamn, o
100% cpenmBopke, MOXET NPUBECTU K pa3pyLUNTENbHOWN
koppynuuun. Hanpumep, ecnu 6b1 LIPY nnu ®BP npocto cnunu
UNn NepeoueHnnun passegnaHHble, KOTopble, Kak OHM 3Hanw,
ObINN NOXHBIMWU NN HEHAOEXHBIMW, MOTOMY YTO OHU CIYXUIN
XKenaemow nonMTu4ecKon Lenu, aTo 6bi1no 6bl HENPOCTUTENBHBIM,
cBoero poga ckangan ¢ OMY BHyTpu CTpaHbl. QTO HE COBCEM
onpaegbliBano 6bl KoOHTpataku Tpamna / [pkynuaHu, HO 3TO
HaBepHska 06BbACHMNO Obl 3TO.

Mbl Mornu 6bl BUOETH LUMPOKOMACLLTAOHY KOPPYNLUIO 1
OTKITOHEHMS OT HOPM BO BCEX HAMpaBreHnsix. ATW OyarbHbIe
paccnefnoBaHus cnegyeT NOHMMAaTb Kak NPentoauio K
Gotterdammerung, B KOTOPOW HM OgHA U3 CTOPOH HE MOXET ObiTb
npaea, u, K coxaneHuto, 6onee BaxkHbI BONPOC MOXET
3aKOHYUTBCS TEM, KTO NepBbiM OTCTanMBaeT CBOK MO3ULMIO.

B Takoe Bpems ntogn HyxxgarTca B (pakTU4eCKMX oT4yeTax
bonblue, Yem Korga-nnbo. BmecTto aToro Bce, YTO Mbl Nony4vaem, -
3TO npecc-penuabl KOMaHabl, NOA0GHbIE 3TOW UCTOPUN OT «
BpemeHa» . Kakon 6ecnopsigok
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Even a step down from what Trump appears to believe, about a
100% frame job, would be devastating corruption. If, for instance,
the CIA or FBI merely leaked or over-interpreted intelligence it
knew to be false or unreliable because it served a desired political
end would be inexcusable, a kind of domestic WMD scandal. That
wouldn’t wholly excuse the Trump/Giuliani counterattacking caper,
but it sure would explain it.

We could be seeing wide-scale corruption and departures from
norms in all directions. These dueling investigations should be
understood as the prelude to a Gétterdammerung in which neither
side may be right, and the more important question, unfortunately,
might end up being who makes their case first.

During a time like this, people need factual reports more than
ever. All we're getting instead are team press releases like this
upchucked Times story. What a mess.
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15. LIBeTHbIE peBOonoLuMM BO3BpaALLAIOTCSH

AOMOM

IIpouecc UMIIMYMEHTA IPUHOCUT PAIOCTh
«npoaBukeHus nemokpatum» B CIIA.

MatT Tanc6u 30 Hosi6ps 2019 1.

\
SAIL

MMepBbI payH TENEBU3NOHHbLIX CMYLIAHUA MO UMMNYMEHTY
OKOHuYeH. Kakon 6bin cmbicn?
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15. The Color Revolutions Come Home

The impeachment process brings the joys of
""democracy promotion®* stateside.

Matt TaibbiNov 30, 2019

\
SAIL

The first round of televised impeachment hearings is over. What
was the point?
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CnywaHusa He okasanu BNUSHUA Ha NogaepXKKy UMNUYMeHTa Ha
HaumMoHanbHOM ypoBHe. B rocyaapcTBax 6MTBbl OOLLECTBEHHbIN
3HTY3Ma3M, BO3MOXHO, Jaxe yMeHblnncs . OcyxaeHune
Honanbga Tpamna B CeHaTte ocTtaetcsa paHTasnemn, NOCKONbKY HU
OOVH pecnybrnvkaHel, He CABUHYICS ¢ MecTa. HecmoTps Ha
MecsLbl MOCTOSAHHOrO OCBELLIEHUS, OCYXXAAoLWero ero Kak
npecTynHuka, penTuHr ogodbpeHnst Tpamna noBbICUIICS .

B kOHLe KOHLOB, UMMUYMEHT MOXET He BbINOJTHUTb HX OOHOro U3
ero npegnonaraemblx Leremn, KpoMe 0JHOro: Kak pynop
cymacwegwero. Ero nngep, rmaesa kommTeTa no passegke
Manatel npeactasutenen Agam Lndd, sensaeTca mysbikanbHOM
KOMeauIMHOW BEPCUEN NHKBU3UTOpPA LWOY-Npolecca. TuecnaBHbIn,
rNynbIA U BEPHBIN, NOMHBIN Cres, YTOObl NPONUTb Ha BEYEPUHKY,
HUKOr4a He UCnonb3ys ABYX CHOB, KOrga €CTb BPEMS HA COTHIO,
KannOopHUNCKNIA AeMOKpaT UCMOSb3YyeT UUPK, YTOObl MCNpaBuTb
LLIBEACKUIA CTON OLLUMOOK.

OH cTpemMuTcs BOCCTaHOBUTb BEPHOCTb TEOPUSIM MHOCTPAHHOM
NoAapbIBHOW AEATENbHOCTH, 3fTOHAaMEPEHHO 3a0bITbiM
NMOCTMIONNIEPOBCKOM NYGIMKON, OCYAUTb KaK « TEOPUIO 3aroBopar
CMyXu O HENpaBOMEPHbIX AENCTBUAX cneucnyx6 n
NpaBoOOXpPaHUTENbHbIX OPraHoB, ANCKPEAUTMPOBAaTbL BCE
HenocnyLwHble / HenpuaHaHHble CMU 1 06bABUTE UX AENOM
3akoH 06 ownbke nsbupartenen, kotopble B 2016 rogy npusenu B
ABWXeHWe cobbIThs, KOTOpble NPMBENN K NOAPbLIBY HALLEro
CBSILLEHHOro KOHCEeHcyca B 0611acT HauMoHansHom
©esonacHocTu.

Ecnn BKkyc nnap-kamnaHmm NpoTUB « MOXOXEro Ha AMKTaTopa »
Tpamna kaxeTcsl 3HakoOMbIM, TO 3TO NOTOMY, YTO Mbl ChbILLANN
370 paHbLue. 1o KpanHen Mmepe, Y MeHa eCTb. S YyBCTBYIO, YTO
CMOTPIO OLHY M TY € UCTOPUIO B BECKOHEYHON NeTne NoYTK
TpuauaTb neT.

AMepVIKaHCKVIe aunnnomaTtbl NpoaBuUraoT HenonynAapHbie
«perOprl»; HauMnoHanncTnyeckoe Asm>xeHne nogHMMaeTCcq B
OTBET, Al\nepvn(a NblTa€TCA CBEPrHyTb HaUMOHaANMUCTa.

Mbl Ha3biBaeM 3TO «NPOABMKEHNEM AEMOKPATUNY, N A OOIDKEH
ObIn HabnogaTh 3a HUM Bonee aecsaTka NeT B pa3BMBaOLLMXCS
CTpaHax, Takmx kak Poccus, MoHronus n YabekucraH.
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Support for impeachment nationally was unaffected by hearings.
In battleground states, public enthusiasm may even

have declined. Conviction of Donald Trump in the Senate remains
a fantasy, as not one Republican has budged. Despite months of
constant coverage denouncing him as a criminal, Trump’s
approval rating has ticked up.

In the end, impeachment may not fulfill any of its ostensible
purposes, except one: as a bullhorn of crazy. Its leader, House
Intelligence Committee chief Adam Schiff, is a musical comedy
version of a show trial inquisitor. Vainglorious, stupid, and certain,
full of tears to be shed for party, never using two words when
there’s time for a hundred, the California Democrat is using the
circus to right a smorgasbord of wrongs.

He seeks to restore fealty to theories of foreign subversion
villainously forgotten by the post-Mueller public, denounce as
“conspiracy theory” rumors of wrongdoing by the intelligence and
enforcement agencies, discredit all disobedient/non-credentialed
media, and declare as a matter of law the error of voters who in
2016 set in motion events that led to the undermining of our
sacred national security consensus.

If the flavor of the PR campaign against “dictator-like” Trump feels
familiar, it's because we’'ve heard it before. At least, | have. | feel
like I've been watching the same story on an endless loop for
almost thirty years.

American diplomats push unpopular “reforms”; nationalist
movement rises in response; America tries to overthrow the
nationalist.

We call it “democracy promotion,” and | got to watch it up close,
over a dozen years in developing countries like Russia, Mongolia,
and Uzbekistan.
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«DP» («[JemokpaTtmyeckoe npoasmKeHne») Ha4MHaeTcs co
CTapTOBbIX HAGOPOB BbIHOCMMBbLIX K BEYEPUHKE MOMOAbIX
aMepUKaHCKUX KOHCYNbTaHTOB, NMPOHUKAIOLLMX B MIHOCTPAHHbIE
CTONUUbI, r4e OHU TYCYHTCS TOMbKO APYr C APYroM B 3aroBope
MOHONUHIBM3Ma. VIx nepeas paboTa 3aknoyaeTcsa B Ha3HaYeHUn
GenbIX WNan n YepHbIX LWASiN MECTHbIM NOMUTMKaM, KOTOpble
OCHOBaHbl M HE COOTBETCTBYIOT aMepPUKaHCKNM 4eNOBbIM
NHTEepecam.

LLar BTopon - ybeautbcs, 4to benble LLnanbl ocTtatoTca y Bnactu
HaBcerga, a YepHble LUnanel octatotes BHe. MNoyutn B 100%
cny4yaeB 31O TpebyeT NoNNTUKK, KoTopas NobyxaaetT MecTHoe
HaceneHne HeHaBMaeTb Hac. [laxe Tam, rae ux HuKoraa He Obino,
Mbl CO3aeM OCHOBaHUA AN aHTUAaMEPUKAHCKUX ABMKEHWUNA.

Poccusi n YkpaunHa, ABa rnmaBHbIX Urpoka B ApamMe UMMUYMEHTa,
ObINY SPKMMKN NPUMEpPaMm.

B YkpauvHe B Hayane AeBsIHOCTbIX rO40B Mbl BEPHYNU KPEAUTbI Ha
cymmy 6onee 371 munnmnoHa gonnapos Yepe3 BcemnpHbii 6aHk B
o6MeH Ha «pedopmMbl ». «Pedopmay Bbina KOgEKCOM KECTKOM
9KOHOMWM, TO €CTb COKpaLLeHMs BroaKeTa, BbI3bIBAOLLIETO
MacCOBbI€ YBOJTbHEHUSI, MPEKPALLEHNE CENBbCKOXO3ANCTBEHHbIX
cybcnann n NoBbILWEHNE LIEH HA NPOAYKTbI NUTaHUA, Ma3syT,
apeHay U MHOXEeCTBO APYrMx NOBCeAHEBHbIX pacxoaoB. Mol
TakKke CMOHCMPOBAanu NPorpaMMbl YCKOPEHHON NpuMBaTn3aumm ¢
MOMOLLIbIO FEHMEB N3 TaKNX yupexaeHun, kak Mapeapa.

OTW Nnporpammbl 3HAYUTENBHO YCKOPUN KOPPYNUUIO B 06emnx
CTpaHax, nockonbky «bernble wnansl» B Mockee u Kuese
NCNoJb30Banu BO3MOXHOCTb «MPMBaTU3NPOBATbY LiEHHbIE
rocygapCTBEHHbIE aKTUBbI B PYKN COPaTHMKOB.

Korga aHTMamepukaHCKMe HaCTPOEHUs BbIPOCIM B OTBET, HaLLn
KOHCYMbTaHThbl NocYnTanu aTo danbLlunBbIMK HOBOCTAMU. Noesa o
TOM, YTO ObIBLUME KOMMYHUCTUYECKNE HAPOObl MOTYT CBSI3biBaTb
UX C 3KOHOMUYECKUMU CTPpafaHUaAMU Unn Koppynumuen, OormkHa
Oblna 6bITb NOPOYHLIM CIYXOM. B kOHLE KOHL0B, ra3eThbl Obinu
3anorHeHbl pacckasammn O CHacTAMBLIX MHOCTPaHLUax,
nepexoasLmx B pblIHOYHYIO SKOHOMUKY, HacnaxaatoLnxcs
OCTPbIMU OLLYLLIEHVUAMWN OT BriafeHUsa BUOAEOMarHMToOHOM,
Pizza Hut u T. 1. B Poccun paxe 6bina ceosi MUKEA!
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“‘DP”(Democracy Promotion) begins with starter kits of party-hardy
young American consultants breezing into foreign capitals, where
they hang out only with each other in a conspiracy of
monolingualism. Their first job is assigning White Hats and Black
Hats to local politicians, based upon which are and are not friendly
to American business interests.

Step two is making sure White Hats remain in power forever, and
Black Hats stay out. In almost 100% of cases, this involves
pushing policies that inspire local populations to hate us. Even
where they never existed, we create rationales for anti-American
movements.

Russia and Ukraine, the two central players in the impeachment
drama, were prime examples.

In Ukraine in the early nineties, we forked over $371 million in
loans through the World Bank back in return for “reforms.”
“‘Reform” was code for austerity, i.e. budget cuts causing mass
layoffs, the end of agricultural subsidies, and raised prices for
food, heating oil, rent, and a host of other day-to-day costs. We
also sponsored high-speed privatization programs with the aid of
geniuses from institutions like Harvard.

These programs massively accelerated corruption in both
countries, as White Hats in Moscow and Kiev used the opportunity
to “privatize” valuable state assets into the hands of cronies.

When anti-American sentiment rose in response, our consultants
thought it was fake news. The notion that ex-communist peoples
might associate them with economic misery or corruption had to
be vicious rumor. After all, newspapers were filled with tales of
happy foreigners transitioning to a market economy, enjoying the
thrills of VCR ownership, Pizza Hut, etc. Russia even had its own
IKEA!
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B yauButensHOM npumepe TOro, Kak Mbl FOHANUCh 3a NAOXUMMN
peleHMsaMn 3a XyaLwumMm, Mbl MOMOrnN opraHnMsoBaTth kpeant MBO B
pasmepe 10,2 munnuapga gonnapos B 1996 rogy, KOTopbli, No
BGpockoMy coBrnageHuto, NOYTM TOYHO COOTBETCTBOBAS YEHYEHCKOMY
BoeHHomy gonry bopuca EnbumHa. Opyrummn cnosamu, 4ToOb!
3awmnTuTb Hawy benyto Lanky B Mockse, Mbl MO CyTK
PuHaHcupoBanu BTopxeHue B ['pO3HbIN.

B KoOHLEe 0eBAHOCTbIX Mbl Obl MTOMOrNM NOMECTUTb MUSSIMOHBLI CNaBsH
13 pabounx MecT, BbIKMOYMIIN UX TEMNMO, OTMEHUNN CBOE
MeguuMHCKoe obcnyXnBaHue, U3MydeHHOe apeHHyto nnary, cosgan
CBUWHCTBO (Hanpumep , CBUHee) Knacc onurapxa (4ng cosgaHus
dmHaHcoBoro 6paHamayapa NpoTMB KOMMYHMU3Ma), U NOMOT
PUHaAHCMPOBATb XXECTOKYIO BOMHY Ha CBOEN TeppuUTopun.

HeyanBuTENBHO, YTO HALMOHANUCTUYECKNE ABMKEHNST YCUIUINCD,
3actaBuB CLUA Gonblue BMelInBaThCs, YTOObI 3alUUTUTL
nepBoHavyanbHoe BMeLWaTenbCTBO. ATOT BECKOHEYHbIN LUK
rNynocTn ABMSETCA OTNIMYNTENBHOM YePTON aMepPUKaHCKON BHELLHEN
NOSNIUTUKN.

K KOHLY TbicAYeneTust Takme opraHmsauunn, Kak «NPoaBMKEHNE
AemMokpaTumny, Takme Kak HaumoHanbHbI 4eMOKpaTUYeCKUi
NMHCTUTYT, MexxayHapoaHbIn pecnybnukaHckuii MHCTUTYT n USAID,
NepeLUnin OT KKOHCYNbTUPOBAHUS» U MaTepuarnbHO-TEXHNYECKON
NOAAEPXKKN KaMNaHUM K Mepexoay OnMnO3ULIMOHHBIX ABUKEHUIA K
nonHoMacLUTabHbIM CBEPXXEHUAM NpaBUTENbCTBA.

Bo Bpems nepBon «LBeTHOM pesontoummy B Cepbumn B 2000 rogy
opranusauum «[MN», puHaHcupyemble USAID, nogaepxanu
NpoTeCcTHOe ABMXKEeHNe Ha MecTax nof HassaHvem «OTnop »,
KOTOpOE opraHn3oBano apMuio npotectytowmx. Ml 3annatunu 3a
5000 6annoH4YMKOB a3p030MbHOM Kpacku, KOTOPY NpoTecTyoLwue
«OTnopa» ncnone3oBanu 4ns HanucaHusa rpadduTi, peyLlero
CnobogaHa Munoweswnya no Bcen Cepbun, B To Bpems Kak 2,5
MunnuoHa «OH rotoB!» HaKnenkn Ha cTeHbl Be3ae.

«LiBeTHble peBontouUny BCNNbINK B 6ONbLUMHCTBE CTPaH pernoHa ¢
nnagepom, He ogobpeHHbIM amepukaHuamu: ['pysnen, KelpreiactaHom,
Mongoson u 1. [1. CueHapuin npegycmatpusan oMHaHCUPOBaHUE
ONMO3ULMOHHBIX ABWKEHUIN, NyONNYHbIE NPOTECTLI U 3a0acTOBKM, a
TakKe HeYCTaHHyH 0OLLIECTBEHHOCTL C BLICOKMM YPOBHEM goriapa.
KaMnaHuu Nno cBsA3sM C 06LLECTBEHHOCTLI0, MpoBOAsLINe
YCKOPEHHbIe pechepeHayMbl O BfliacTu, 4acTo Yepes naprnameHT
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In an amazing example of how we chased bad decisions with
worse ones, we helped arrange a $10.2 billion I.M.F. loan in 1996
that, in a conspicuous coincidence, almost exactly matched Boris
Yeltsin’s Chechen war debt. In other words, to protect our White
Hat in Moscow, we essentially financed the invasion of Grozny.

By the late nineties we’d helped put millions of Slavs out of jobs,
turned off their heat, canceled their health care, jacked up rents,
created a swinish (like pigs) oligarch class (to create a financial
firewall against communism), and helped finance a brutal war on
their territory.

Unsurprisingly, nationalist movements surged, forcing the U.S. to
meddle more, to protect the initial meddling. This interminable
stupidity cycle is the hallmark of American foreign policy.

By the end of the millennium, “democracy promotion”
organizations like the National Democratic Institute, the
International Republican Institute, and USAID were graduating
from “advice” and logistical campaign support to egging opposition
movements to full-blown government overthrows.

In the first “color revolution” in Serbia in 2000, “DP” organizations
funded by USAID backed an on-the-ground protest

movement called “Otpor,” which organized an army of protesters.
We paid for 5,000 cans of spray paint that “Otpor” protesters used
to write graffiti ripping Slobodan Milosevic all over Serbia, while
putting 2.5 million “He’s Finished!” stickers on walls everywhere.

“Color revolutions” popped up in most every country in the region
with a non-American-approved leader: Georgia, Kyrgyzstan,
Moldova, etc. The script involved funding opposition movements,
public protests, and strikes, and relentless, high-dollar public
relations campaigns pushing accelerated referendums on power,
often through parliament.
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Ho TOT ke HegocTaTok, KOTOPbIV NpecreaoBan nepBoHaYarnbHble
YCUNUS MO «NPOABUKEHWNIO EMOKPATUMY - Halla FOTOBHOCTb
3aKpbiBaTb rnasa Ha Koppynumio aMepukaHCKnX «BenbIx Wnsny -
caenan 60onbLMHCTBO LBETHbLIX PEBOMOLUIA HEMEOIEHHBIM
npoBarnom.

Mwuxaun Caakawsunu B 'pysun, Yen pexum xopox Byiu-
Magwnin HasBan « Maskom ceBoboabl », Oblfl OTCTPaHEH OT
OOIMKHOCTN 32 HEKOMMETEHTHOCTb U Koppynumio. B ntore emy
npeabaBunn 06BUHEHMS Kak B py3uK, Tak 1 Ha YKpauHe, rae oH
ObIN apecToBaH nocrne Toro, Kak NOAHANCSA Ha Kpbilwy W yrpoxarn

NPbIFTHYTb .

MepBasa «opaHxeBasay» peBonoUnsa B YKpanHe npueena K Takomy
60nbLWOMY KOHPNUKTY Mexay nonutukamu 3anaga Buktopom
KOweHko 1 KOnnen TUMOLLEHKO, KaXabl N3 KOTOPLIX OOBUHSAN
OPYroro B pasXuraHum Koppynuuu, 4To yKpanHubl B UTore
nporosocoBanu 3a Yyenoseka, kotoporo BocctaHne 2004 roga
ObINO NpM3BaHO He JONYyCTUTb. odunca, Buktop AHykoBuy.

B KbipreiactaHe KypmaHb6ek BakneB maccoBo obGoraTtun CBOK
CEMbIO, B TO BPEMS KakK rpaXkgaHe 3acTbifv B YCOBUAX HEXBATKU
anekTpoaHeprnn. Haw Yenosek B bullkeke 3akoHYNI TEM, YTO
BOEHHOCIYXaLlMe OTKPbINM OrOHb MO TofNam, KoTopble
npoTecToBanum NPOTUB €ro NpaBfeHns, OCTaBMB MO MEHbLLEWN
mepe 85 normbwiux , npexae 4em 6exatb B Benapychb (!).

Bo Bpems kpoBaBbix NpoTecToB «EBpOMangaHa» B YKpavHe B
2014 rogy Mbl noaaepXanv BOOPY>KEHHbIX «60EBUKOB B MacKax»,
3axBaTMBLUNX NPaBUTENLCTBEHHbIE 34aHNS, YTO NPUBENO K CLEHE,
B koTOpou [hkoH MakkenH cTosn psgom ¢ armtatopamm us
yKpauHCcKon opraHmsaumm «Cesobogay - OyKBanbHbIMM
HeoHauMCcTaMu, Yen nepBoHayanbHbIn CMMBON Bbin HA OCHOBE
CBaCTMKM - U cKasasn: « AMepuka ¢ Bamu ».
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But the same flaw that had dogged the original “democracy
promotion” efforts — our willingness to turn a blind eye to

corruption of America’s “White Hats” — made most of the color
revolutions immediate failures.

Mikheil Saakashvili in Georgia, whose regime George W. Bush
described as a “beacon of liberty,” was hounded from office for
incompetence and corruption. He ended up facing charges in both
Georgia and Ukraine, where he was arrested after climbing to a
roof and threatening to jump.

The first “Orange” revolution in Ukraine led to so much infighting
between Western-backed politicians Viktor Yuschenko and Yulia
Tymoschenko, with each accusing the other of fomenting
corruption, that Ukrainians ended up voting back in the man the
2004 revolt was designed to keep out of office, Viktor
Yanukovich.

In Kyrgyzstan, Kurmanbek Bakiyev massively enriched his family
while citizens froze in power shortages. Our Man in Bishkek
ended up having troops fire on crowds that protested his rule,
leaving at least 85 dead, before fleeing to Belarus (!).

In the bloody “Euromaidan” protests in Ukraine in 2014, we
backed armed “masked militants” seizing government buildings,
leading to a scene in which John McCain stood side by side with
agitators from Ukraine’s Svoboda organization — literal neo-Nazis
whose original symbol was based on a Swastika — and said,
“America is with you.”
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AmepurKaHckme guniomaTbl cnnaHMpoBanuy dygyliee YKkpauHbl 4o
MenbYyanwmnx getanen. Pycckne nponycTunum 3anucaHHbIn
TenedoHHbIN 3BOHOK MeXay NOMOLLHUKOM roccekpeTaps
Buktopmen Hynang n nocnom B YkpanHe [xxedpdpu MNanetTom.
HynaHg He Bepuna, uto nuaep / 6okcep onnosvunn Butanui
Kunuko gosmkeH 6biTb «B NpaBUTENBLCTBEY, B TO BPEMS KaK ApYyrom
nugep onno3numm No uMeHn ApceHnn AueHiok JormkeH obiTb. Bo
Bpems pasroBopa bonbLuon 6occ nogan 6ytepbpoa ¢ 4epbMoMm
ManeTTy, KOTOPLIA Cben ero nocne naysbl:

HynaHo: 5 Hadeearo ' m dymaro , ymo Klitsch domkeH uému e
npasumersnibcmeo . 5 He Oymaro, 4mo amo Heobxodumo. 5 He
dymMaro, 4mo amo xopouwiasi udesi.

lNatiemm: (uepe3 maHogeHue). [a, 5 Oymaro ... mbi OymMaews ... C
MOYKU 3PEHUSI MO20, YmMO OH He 8X00UM 8 rnpasumesibCmeo,
npocmo dall eMy ocmambcsi U deslampb C80H MOUMUYECKYH
domauuHow pabomy ...?7

Hynand: (nepebusas) 51 dymaro, ymo SImc - napeHb, y KOmMopozao
eCcmb 9KOHOMUYECKUU Ofbim, OMfbim YrpaseHus ...

Mocne Toro, kKak mMbl ycTaHoBUNM «Haw 4enosek» B Kuese B 2014
rogy, Bnagumup MNMyTuH, KOTOPLIN Tak 60AnCsS amepuKkaHCKoro
BNUSIHUS, YTO U3rHan Takne opranmsaunu, kak USAID, ans
«MNOJNTIUTUYECKON UHXEHEPUNY, B3BECHIca u oTnpaBui BOWCKa B
KpbiM. OTO BbI3Barno 3TOT NOCNEAHNA aMePUKaAHCKNA OTBET
Playbook , pyTuHa « 3Ta arpeccusi He BbIAEDXUT, YyBaK ».

Crp. 164


https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/in-purported-recording-of-us-diplomat-blunt-talk-on-ukraine/2014/02/06/518240a4-8f4b-11e3-84e1-27626c5ef5fb_story.html
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/in-purported-recording-of-us-diplomat-blunt-talk-on-ukraine/2014/02/06/518240a4-8f4b-11e3-84e1-27626c5ef5fb_story.html
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/sep/18/usaid-moscow-putin-protest
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DcyLdtG7KZvw
https://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=en&tl=ru&u=https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DcyLdtG7KZvw

America’s diplomats planned Ukraine’s future to the last detail.
Russians leaked a recorded phone call between Assistant
Secretary of State Victoria Nuland and Ambassador to Ukraine
Geoffrey Pyatt. Nuland didn’t believe opposition leader/boxer Vitali
Kitschko should be “in government,” while another opposition
leader named Arseniy Yatsenuk should be. In the call, the big
boss served a shit sandwich to Pyatt, who ate it after a pause:

Nuland: I dont think Klitsch should go into the government. |
don’t think it’s necessary. | don’t think it's a good idea.

Pyatt: (after moment). Yeah, | guess... you think... in terms of him
not going into the government, just let him stay out and do his
political homework...?

Nuland: (interrupting) | think Yats is the guy who'’s got the
economic experience, the governing experience...

After we installed Our Man in Kiev in 2014, Vladimir Putin — who
was so afraid of American influence that he banished
organizations like USAIDfor “political engineering” — freaked out
and sent troops into Crimea. This triggered this last playbook
American response, the “this aggression will not stand, Man”
routine.
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16. Ha Benukou Pycu Kanep

MatT Tancou31 aekabps 2019 .

i

lMocne npasgHMKOB 9 HAYHY HOBYIO CEPUANbHYHO KHUTY B 3TOM
MecTe, 3aMeHuB « be3 HazsaHusi» Ha «Benukas Poccusi Kaniep».

£ npoBen GoMbLUYIO YacTb NOCAEAHNX TPEX feT, a TakkKe
OOonbLUYO YacTb NPOLLEALLEro fieTa n 0OCeHK, obLasnch ¢ NogbmMm
B Poccun n Bokpyr Hee. B pasroBope co BCeMU NOABNANUCH ABe
TeMbl: OT Lienen paccneagoBaHns 40 NPaBUTENbCTBEHHbIX
cnepoBaTenien u penopTepoB, OCBELLLAEMbIX B HOBOCTSX.
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16. On the Great Russia Caper

Matt TaibbiDec 31, 2019

11 AL

After the holidays, I'll be starting a new serial book in this space,
replacing Untitledgate with The Great Russia Caper.

| spent a good part of the last three years, and much of this past
summer and fall, talking to people in and around the Russia
investigation. Two themes kept emerging, in conversation with
everyone from targets of the investigation to government
investigators to reporters bylined on “bombshell” news stories.
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OOHUM 13 HUX SIBASIETCA paHr KOMeAUN. ANeMeHTbl 3TON UCTopUn
CBSi3aHbl C CEpbe3HbIMM 3N10ynoTpebneHnsamMm BnacTblo, HO
onpeaensioLlen xapakTepucTnkon npotmeopeymin B Poccum
SIBMISIETCS FOPA0OE HEBEXECTBO aMepPUKaHLIEB B rMaBHbIX reposix. B
3TOM OTHOLLEHMM 3TO NOXoXe Ha uctopuio Npaka. a, ato
Kacanocb HedTu, HO HaLl rMaBHOKOMAHAYOLWMI TakKe He y3Han,
4YTO MEXAY CYHHUTamMuM 1 Wwuntamm Obina pasHuua, 4o roga nocne
BTOPXXEHUS, cKasaB: « A gyman, YTo MpakLibl Oblau
MycynbmaHamu !»

B nogTekcte « Russiagate» rosoputcsi 0 pacluMpeHnn COCTOSHUSA
CINeXKW B CTUNe AokTopa 3na 1 0 UMHUYHOM KOMaHO0BaHWUM
CpeacTB MaccoBOW MHPOPMaLIMM B pamKax KaMmnaHum rno
kceHodob Kol naHuke. Ho OCHOBHbIE CHOXXETHbIE NMOBOPOTHI
NpoucTeKalT U3 HeBexecTBa apca.

Poccumn «3kenepT» , Ybe A0Cbe KaneuuT npesuaeHTa He roBopsT
Ha pycckoM (1 He 6bin Tam ¢ baddano urpan B Super Bowl -
1995 ). Onpektop ®EP Hukoraa He cnbiwan o «[asnpomey». YneH
CeHaTCKOro kommTeTa no pasBefke roToBUTCA K CAyLLUAHUAM O
BMeLlaTenbcTBe Poccumn, untas «Toncton u HabokoB».

YMHOBHMKN HaUuoHanbHOM 6e3onacHOCTN, 0ObsACHASA
HeobXo0aNMMOCTb BOOPYXXUTb YKparHy, Bbi3biBalOT NpU3pak
KOMMYHM3Ma, ymepLUero 3a Tpuauartb net; 6oiBwmn rmasa JHP
06ECMNOKOEH TEM, YTO KKOMMYHUCTbI» «OUKTYHOT YCINOBUS
nebartoBy; Bepa B 10, 4TO X0nogHas BolHa npogosnkaeTcs,
HACTONbKO CUITbHA, YTO COTPYAHMKM cneucnyxb ob6BMHAOT
Poccuio B TaUHCTBEHHbIX «aKyCTUYECKUX aTakax» Ha
amMmepukaHckux gunromartoB B Kutae, Ha Ky6e u B Y3bekncTaHe.

Wpeq 3arosopa My6okoro rocyaapcTsa, 4Tobbl nogopBaTh
HoHanbga Tpamna, nonynapHa B pecnybnmkaHckux Kpyrax, HO
BCe 370 6e3ymume, No KpanHen mepe, HECKOSbKO NogpbiBaeT aToT
aHanus. «Bpata Poccumy» okasbiBaoTCst HEBO3MOXHbLIMMW 4115
NOHNUMaHMs 6e3 anemMeHTa UCKPEHHEN, ECNN HE BEPHOW, UMK
6e3ymHon Bepbl. CnegoBaTenu, a 3atemM 1 npeactaBuTenm
npecchbl paccyxganv B 04HOM NpeanoXeHum, YToObl B KOHEYHOM
nTore NonyyYnTb MHOrONETHUE aMepUKaHCKME ropKX, BKIoYaroLme
B cebs nun-nuv, akyCTU4eckme Mo3roBble aTtakn 1 younu, nyTMHCKUX
OenbduHOB (MOArOTOBMNEHHLIX K HEN30EXHOMY TPaHCMNOMSAPHOMY
POCCUNCKOMY HanageHuto ).
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One is rank comedy. Elements of this story involve serious abuses
of power, but the defining characteristic of the Russia controversy
is the proud American ignorance of the main characters. In that
respect, it's similar to the Iraq story. That was about oil, yes, but
our Commander-in-Chief also didn’t learn there was a difference
between Sunnis and Shiites until a year after the invasion, saying:
“| thought Iragis were Muslims!”

The subtext of Russiagate involves a Dr. Evil-style expansion of
the surveillance state and the cynical commandeering of the news
media for a xenophobic scare campaign. But the major plot twists
are informed by slapstick cluelessness.

The Russia “expert” whose dossier cripples a presidency doesn’t
speak Russian (and hasn’t been there since the Buffalo Bills
played in a Super Bowl — 1995). The FBI director has never heard
of Gazprom. The ranking member of the Senate intelligence
committee warms up for hearings on Russian interference by
reading “Tolstoy and Nabokov.”

National security officials explaining the need to arm Ukraine
invoke the specter of communism, dead for thirty years; the former
head of the DNC worries the “communists” are “dictating the terms
of the debate”; belief that the Cold War is still on runs so strong
that intelligence officials blame Russia for mysterious “acoustic
attacks” on American diplomats in China, Cuba, and Uzbekistan.

The idea of a Deep State plot to undermine Donald Trump is
popular in Republican circles, but all this lunacy at least somewhat
undermines that analysis. Russiagate turns out to be impossible to
understand minus the element of sincere, if misguided or insane,
belief. Investigators and then press figures reasoned themselves
into one proposition, only to end up on a years-long roller-coaster
embracing pee tapes and acoustic brain attacks and killer Putin-
dolphins (trained for the inevitable trans-polar Russian assault).
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B ogHoM 13 pasgenoB HegaBHO OnNyOMKOBaHHOMO goknaga
"eHepanbHOro nHcnekropa MmHuctepctsa octiuumn Markna
XopoBuTLa NOKa3aHo, Kak KrtoyeBble UMPOKM OKa3arnuch B NIeHy y
CBOWUX COBCTBEHHbIX YMCTBEHHbIX COCOBHOCTEN ((haHTasum) .

"opoBwWL, y3Han, Y4To KMYeBbIE YTBEPXKAEHMS O croBope Tpamna
n Poccum, noxoxe, NCXxogaT OT POCCUMCKOro onurapxa u
meTannyproe Onera [depunacku, kotopbii B 2016 rogy HaHs aKc-
wnuoHa Kpuctodepa Ctuna, 4tobbl NOMOYbL eMy B cyaebHOM
npouecce NpoTuB noMmoLHuka Tpamna NMNona MaHadopTa. 310
ObIn TOT cambin [Jepunacka, Ybh sikoObl CBA3N C POCCUNCKOMN
pas3BenKon AOMKHbI Bblnn cTaTb LieHTpanbHbIMU B TEOPUAX
croBopa Tpamna n Poccun, NockonbKy OH, Kak coobuaeTcs,
nony4mn AaHHble onpoca oT KamnaHun Tpamna vepes
nocpegHuka.

Opyrumn cnosamu: korga nHcpopmauusa wna k Onery depunacke,
oH 6bin 3nogeem OCB. Koraa oH npuwen ns [lepynacku, emy
posepsanu. MNMoyemy? MopoBML NpounTUPOBan HavanbHUKa
KOHTppas3seaku bunna Mpuctana:

Moyemy poccusiHe n [lepunacka AormkHbI OblTb GNN3KK, OYEHD
6nm3km kK Kpemnio, noyemMy poccusiHe 6yayT NblTaTbCA O4EPHUTD
NPOTMBHMKA, KOTOPbINA, MO MHEHWUIO coobLLIEeCTBa pa3BeqynNKOB,
BbICTYMaeT 3a TOro, KTo Ha caMOM Aiefle He UMES LIaHCOB Ha
nobeny A 6optoch ¢ ... A 3Hat0 No cBoen paboTe B
pas3BefbiBaTeNbHOM coobLLeCcTBe: OHM nogaepxmeanu Tpamna,
OHW NbITATCA 04EePHUTL KNMHTOHA, 1 OHM XOTenn ceaTb xaoc. A
He 3Hato, NoYeMy Bbl MPOBENM KaMnaHWIo Ae3vHgopMaunn,
4TOObI O4EpPHUTL Tpamna Ha CTOPOHE.

UTtobbl paszobpaTbCcs B OQHOM M3 CaMbIX CEPbE3HbIX
CNeACTBEHHbIX BOMPOCOB, C KOTOPbIMU KOrAa-nubo crankmeanach
CTpaHa - BEpOSTHOCTb TOro, YTO KaHAMAAT B Npe3naeHThbl Obin B
CroBOpe C MHOCTpaHHoN passenkon - PEP obpaTtunock k
ObIBLLEMY LUMMOHY C penyTaumen «nroxoro CyXaeHusa» 1
«OTCYTCTBWUSI CAMOCO3HaHNe », KOTOPbIN OKa3ancsi B Be4OMOCTH
Kak conepHuyatoLLen npe3ngeHTCKoM KaMmnaHmm, Tak u
POCCUMINCKOrO MnpuaTens-nnyTokpara (apyra onvurapxa) Bnagumupa
MNMyTrHa. Ha Bonpoc, noyemy oHu JOBEPSAIOT 3TOMY YErOBEKY U
ero UCTOYHUKaM, Bbln UCKPEeHHW OTBET: «[loYyeMy OHM NryT?»
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A section of the recently-released report by Justice Department
Inspector General Michael Horowitz exemplifies how key players
became captive to their own mind loops (fantasies).

Horowitz found out key assertions about Trump-Russia collusion
appeared to come from Russian oligarch and metals baron Oleg
Deripaska, who in 2016 employed ex-spy Christopher Steele to
help him in a lawsuit against Trump aide Paul Manafort. This was
the same Deripaska whose ostensible ties to Russian intelligence
would end up being central to Trump-Russia collusion theories, as
he reportedly received polling data from the Trump campaign
through a middleman.

In other words: when information was going to OlegDeripaska, he
was an FSB villain. When it came from Deripaska, it was trusted.
Why? Horowitz quoted counterintelligence chief Bill Priestap:

Why the Russians, and [Deripaska] is supposed to be close, very
close to the Kremlin, why the Russians would try to denigrate an
opponent that the intel community later said they were in favor of
who didn’t really have a chance at winning, I’'m struggling with... |
know from my Intelligence Community work: they favored Trump,
they’re trying to denigrate Clinton, and they wanted to sow chaos.
| don’t know why you’d run a disinformation campaign to denigrate
Trump on the side.

To dig into one of the most serious investigative questions the
country had ever faced — the possibility that a presidential
candidate was in league with foreign intelligence — the FBI turned
to an ex-spy with a reputation for “poor judgment” and a “lack of
self-awareness” who happened to be on the payroll of both the
rival presidential campaign and a Russian plutocrat pal (oligarch
friend) of Vladimir Putin. Asked why they had confidence in this
person and his sources, the sincere answer was, “Why would they
lie?”
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CoTpyAHUKM pa3Beaku Hayanu paccreoBaHne Ha OCHOBE psifa
npeanosioXXeHni, a 3aTem UCNosb30Banu 3T NPeanosoXeHns B
KayecTBe NPUYUHbI, YTODObI He NoaBepraTb COMHEHWIO 3TU
npeanonoxeHus. Kak ckazan MHe OAvH criefoBaTterb KOHrpecca:
«Bbl HE MOXETE NpuaymaTb 3TOY.

BTopasa BaxHasi Tema - 9T0 Apyras obyBb, KOTOpasa HAaKOHEL-TO
ynana (gonroxgaHHasi cnpaBeasniMBOCTh) Ha BHYTPEHHIOK
LLUMNMOHCKYI0O MalLnHY «BonHa ¢ TeppopomM», CyLLEeCTBOBaBLUYIO
OEecATUNeTUs U PEKOHCTPYMPOBaHHYIO B anoxy bywa-YenHn.
CkaHngan 3akrnoyaeTcs He B TOM, YTO Takue areHTcTBa, kak LIPY n
AHB, pelumnu ncnonb3oBaTb PUKTUBHLIE NPeanorn ans
NpoBeAeHNs LLIMPOKOMAaCLLTabHOro HaBsA34MBOro HabnaeHUs 3a
KaHOMOATOM B NPe3naEHTbl, TakuM Kak Tpamn. OTo TO, YTO OHMU
JenatoT 9T0 CO BCEMU.

B TO Bpems Kak BbICOKOMEpPUE B TOM, YTO YNHOBHUKM M3 CryXObl
©e3onacHocTn YyBcTBOBaNM cebsi Tak cnaboymHo Mo noeogy
BBeAeHMS cebsi B NPe3nOEHTCKYH FOHKY, 6€3yCnoBHO, rOBOPUT O
Gonee WMpPOKOWN NCTOPUM - LUMPOKOM NMPUMEHEHUN CEKPETHbIX
WHCTPYMEHTOB, KOTOPbIE NOSIBUNINCL B 3TOM OAHOM Cy4ae.

KopoTkue (3a ncknioveHnem) ybuncrtea, 6onbluas 4actb
BHYTPEHHErO LNMOHaXa BeLeBON MELLOK Bbilwes B Russiagate :
FISA, lNucbma HaumoHanbHOM ©6e3onacHOCTH, TalHbIMK
0CBEAOMUTENSIMU, MOHUTOPWHT XXYPHaNUCTOB, CUCTEMATUYECKNE
He3aKOHHbIE YTEYKN CEKPETHON pa3Benkn, TO pasopeHne
OTKPbITbIM AOBEPEHHOCTEN-CBA3U C KNUEHTaMU, Ae3nHGopmMaLms
yepes npeccy, HegonycTUMOE UCMONb30BaHNE
KOHTppa3BeAblBaTesbHbIX MHCTPYMEHTOB B YrOMIOBHOM
npecnegoBaHMK (TO eCTb «napannenbHOe CTPOUTENBCTBOY),
Jaxke crnexka 3a YrieHammn KOHrpecca.

AmepurKaHLbl 1 0COBEHHO NMporpeccuBHbIe (KpamHuii criesa) He
MOTryT MNO-HACTOSALWEMY OLEHUTb 3HAYEHNE POCCUNCKON UCTOPUMN,
He BO3BpaLlasch K NporpaMmmamM BHYTPEHHErO LUNMoHaxa,
BMEpPBbI€ PacKpbITbIM TaKUMM XXypHanucTamu, kak Cenmyp XepLu,
B cepefvHe ceMUaecaTbiX.
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Intelligence officials launched an investigation based on a series
of assumptions, then used those assumptions as a reason not to
guestion the assumptions. As one congressional investigator put it
to me, “You can’t make this shit up.”

The second major theme is the other shoe finally dropping (long
awaited justice) on a War on Terror domestic spying machine
dating back decades, and reconstructed in the Bush-Cheney era.
The scandal is not that agencies like the CIA and NSA decided on
bogus pretexts to conduct broad-scale intrusive surveillance on a
presidential candidate like Trump. It’s that they do this to
everybody.

While the hubris in the way security officials felt so little
compunction about injecting themselves into a presidential race is
certainly telling, the larger story is the broad application of secret
tools that appeared in this one case.

Short of (Except for) assassination, much of the domestic spying
kit-bag came out in Russiagate: FISA, National Security Letters,
confidential informants, monitoring of journalists, systematic illegal
leaks of classified intelligence, the busting open of attorney-client
communications, disinformation through the press, the non-
discoverable use of counterintelligence tools in criminal
prosecutions (i.e. “parallel construction”), even spying on
members of congress.

There’s no way for Americans, and especially progressives (the
far left), to really appreciate what the Russia story means without
going back to the domestic spying programs first exposed by
reporters like Seymour Hersh in the mid-seventies.
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MNepBOHavYanbHO OTMEYeHHbIV Kak «CblH YoTeprenTay,
aekabpbcknin goknag Xepla 0 « OrpOMHbIX» LLMUOHCKMX
onepauusix, NnogpobHO ONUCaHHbIN BO BHYTPEHHEM LOKYMEHTE
LIPY, nssectHom kak « CeMenHble OparoLeHHOCTU », MPUBEN K
pacKpbITUIO LUMPOKOMAacCLITabHOro BHYTPEHHEro HabnogeHus 3a
aHTUMBOEHHbIMU N YEPHLIMN 0CBOOOANTENBHBIMU ABMXEHUSIMNA,
NOKyLLEeHMs1 Ha YOUNCTBO, KamnaHUn ge3nHdopMaLunn, Criexka 3a
penopTepamu, NporpaMmma OTKPbITUS NOYThbl, SKCNEPUMEHTbI Ha
noaax u apyrue erncTBus, HaCTONbKO OTBPaTUTESbHbIE, YTO
"eHpu Knccnnoxep, He COBCEM XXECTOKUI, Koraa pedb NaeT o
TakuMx aBTOPUTAPHbIX BeELlax, Ha3Bas ee «KHUTOWN Y>KacoBy.
O6wecTBEHHOE OTBpALLEHME A0SO A0 TOro, YTO NPO3BYyYanu
NPU3bIBbI K NIMKBMAALMUN LUNWOHCKNUX areHTCTB B LIENOM.

Ho BTOpoK peakuuun nocrne Yoteprenta He Npon3oLusio.
NHdopmaunoHHble areHTcTBa, 00eCNOKOEHHbIE TEM, YTO
CrneacTBeHHble COOOLLEHNS 3aLUNN CRIULLKOM Aaneko nocne
CMeLLeHns Npe3naeHTa, nogaepanu UCTopuio 0 BHYTPEHHMX
wnuoHax. MNynnTuepoBCKNin KOMUTET CMIOKOMHO peLuns He
paccMmaTtpuBaTtb AOKNaa XepLua, NOTOMY YTO OH Obin «nepenucan,
nepeoLeHeH, HeoCTaTOYHO UCCneaoBaH U HeJOKa3aH».
KoHeuHo, kaxxgasa nocnegHsas getanb «HegoKa3aHHOWY» UCTOPUK
OoKaXKeTCs NpaBaou, HO 3TO He ByaeT M3BeCTHO HaBepHSKa 4o
2007 roga, korga «CemenHble AparoueHHOCTU» Bbinn
OKOHYaTesnbHO paccekpeyeHbl. K ToMy BpeMeHun areHTcTBa
neperpynnupoBanucb, 1 LMMOHCKNE NPOorpaMmmbl
aKTUBM3NPOBANUCH.

Korga oH BepHynca B benbii 4oM B KayecTBe BULEe-Npe3naeHTa,
ObIBLLMIA YUHOBHMK agMuHUCTpauun ®opaa Ouk YenHn
BOCCTaHOBMI CEKpeTHY0 BropokpaTuio. CunbHO 03abo4veHHbIN
BOCCTaHOBIIEHMEM MONTHOMOYNIA, KOTOPbIE UCMOMNMHUTENBHAs
BMNacTb yTpaTuna B CEMMOECATbIX FO4ax CBOEro ropbKoro onbiTa,
UeliHn BOOPYXnN BCE HOBbIE NN BO3POXOEHHbIE LLMMOHCKME
nporpamMmbl 3aLMTHbLIM y1080M-22 . KpanHne mepsbl,
NPUHUMAaEMbIE MO COObpaKeEHNAM HaLMOHarnbHOM 6e30nacHoCTy,
OTHbIHE Takke ByayT 3almLLeHbl OT cyaebHoro ocnapmBaHms Ha
Tex e OCHOBaHUAX HaLMoHanbHOW 6e30nacHOCTH.
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Originally tabbed the “Son of Watergate,” Hersh’s December 1974
report about “huge” spying operations — detailed in an internal CIA
document known as the “Family Jewels” — led to revelations of
wide-scale domestic surveillance of antiwar and black liberation
movements, assassination attempts, misinformation campaigns,
surveillance of reporters, a mail-opening program, human
experimentation, and other activities so revolting that Henry
Kissinger, not exactly a shrinking violent when it comes to such
authoritarian stuff, called it the “horrors book.” Public disgust
reached the point where there were calls for the abolition of spy
agencies in general.

But a second backlash after Watergate never happened. News
agencies, concerned that investigative reporting had gone “too far”
after unseating a president, backed off the domestic spy story.
The Pulitzer Committee quietly decided not to consider Hersh’s
report, because it was “over-written, overplayed, under-
researched and underproven.” Of course, every last detail of the
“‘underproven” story would turn out to be true, but that wouldn’t be
known for sure until 2007, when the “Family Jewels” were finally
declassified. By then, the agencies had regrouped, and the spy
programs reinvigorated.

When he returned to the White House as Vice President, onetime
Ford administration official Dick Cheney rebuilt the secrecy
bureaucracy. Intensely concerned with restoring the powers the
executive branch lost in the seventies of his bitter experience,
Cheney armed all the new or revived spying programs with a
protective Catch-22. Extreme measures undertaken on national
security grounds would henceforth also be protected from legal
challenge on the same national security grounds.
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JTiobon, KTo HageeTcsa ocnopuTb NIOOY N3 3TUX AENCTBUN -
cekpeTHbIN MOHUTOPUHT ®UCA, BKMOYEHME B CNUCOK O 3anpeTte
NnoneToB UNK gaxe CNMCOK YOMACTB, NonyyYeHne nucbma
HauwnoHanbHon 6e3onacHocTtn oT PEP ¢ TpeboBaHnem goctyna K
KOMMYHWKaLMOHHOW MHpopmaLmm, 0ObIYHOE YrofIoBHOE
npecnegoBaHune, NOAKPENNeHHOe CeKPETHbIMIN
AokasatenbctBamu - CHavana HyXHo 6bino BeiMrpaTb TPYAHYHO
ouTBy, 4TOOLI fOKa3aTb, YTO YTO-TO M3 3TOro BOOOLLE MMENO
MEecTO.

Mocne npeooneHus 3Toro NnpensTcTBus byaet BTopas buTea,
4TOObI YBMAETb NPUYMHBI, MO KOTOPbIM NPaBUTENLCTBO
npeanpuHANo 3Tn AencTBUs. 3aTtem elle ogHa 6utea, YToObI
BblUrpaThb NpaBo ocrnapueaTh ux. M Tak ganee.

Ha npoTsbkeHnn nocnegHux Tpex neT ata Mogesnb noBTopsnacs,
Yyacto abcypaHo. B ueHTpe BHMMaHWSA, BEPOATHO, Obino
06BuHeHMe CneuunanbHoro npokypopa PobepTta Miwonnepa B
Cepun pPoCCUsIH, CBA3aHHbIX C VMIHTEpHET-UCCneaoBaTeNbCKUM
areHTCTBOM.

Korpga agBokaTbl 04HOro N3 0OBUHSAEMbIX HEOXKMOAHHO ABUIUCH B
cya, Mionnep o6baB1A MUNNMOHBI CTPaHUL,
HeKknaccuuUMpoBaHHbIX OKYMEHTOB «CEKPETHBIMUY» U NOMy4mn
3aLUMTHbIN NpUKa3s, 3anpeLaroLmii agBokaTy 3aWwuTbl enUTbCs
AoKasaTenbCTBamMm 0BHapyXeHWs - CO CBOMMWN COBCTBEHHbIMU
knmneHtamu! Hukto B skobbl «nnbepanbHbix CMW» gaxe He
MOPrHYN OT 9TOro Mpa4yHoro 6esymus.

OTa meTadopa Bce eLle pasbIrpblBaETCs, MOCKOMbKY
reHepasnbHbI Npokypop KoHHekTukyTa [hkoH [Japem 3aBsepliaeT
cBoe paccnegoBaHue. Mbl Bce elle HaxoanmMcs Ha ctagum
60pbObl 3a TO, HACKONBKO 0BLLECTBEHHOCTb MMEET NPaBo y3HaThb,
Kakue CeKpeTHble Mepbl ObINN NPUHATLI OT €€ MMeHU. To, 4TO 3TO
3aHMMaeT MHOro BpeMEHHU, 1 gaxe npesngeHty CoegnHeHHbIX
LLitaTOB TPYAHO NOHATb, KAKNE MHCTPYMEHTbLI UCNOSb30BannCh
OIS ero paccneaoBaHust, 4OMMKHO ObITb OFPOMHBLIM KPaCHbLIM
dnarom, gaxe TeM, KTo npeaupaeT Tpamna.
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Anyone hoping to contest any of these activities — secret FISA
monitoring, inclusion on a no-fly or even an assassination list, the
receipt of a National Security Letter from the FBI demanding
access to communications information, an ordinary criminal
prosecution buttressed by secret evidence — first had to win a
difficult battle to prove that any of these things had even taken
place.

Once past that hurdle, there would be a second battle to see the
government’s reasons for taking these actions. Then, another
battle to win the right to contest them. And so on.

Throughout the last three years, this pattern has repeated, often in
absurd fashion. The lowlight was probably Special Prosecutor
Robert Mueller’s indictment of a series of Russians connected to
the Internet Research Agency.

When lawyers for one of the defendants unexpectedly showed up
in court, Mueller declared millions of pages of non-classified
documents “sensitive,” and obtained a protective order preventing
defense counsel sharing discovery evidence — with their own
clients! Nobody in the ostensibly “liberal media” even blinked at
this dystopian insanity.

This is the metaphor still playing itself out as Connecticut Attorney
General John Durham winds up his investigation of the
investigation. We’re still at the stage of fighting over how much the
public is entitled to learn what secret measures were undertaken
on its behalf. That it takes this long and is this difficult for even the
President of the United States to learn what tools were used to
investigate him should be an enormous red flag, even to those
who despise Trump.
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A Hagetocb, YTO ecnu NoAWV YBUAAT AaBHIOK UCTOPUIO O TOM, Kak
Takue MHCTPYMEHTbI UCMOMb30Banucb NPOTUB MeHee 3aMeTHbIX
uenen - oT MycynbmaH, Haxoasiwmxcst B Cnucke HabnogeHus, oo
0OBUHSAEMbIX B HAPKOTUKaX B rOPOACKUX parioHaX, KOTOPbIX
cyamnu no genam « HaBoau 1 NpUBOAY », A0 UHTEPHET-
KOMMNaHUN, CpaXKaroLLMXCA TOMbKO B fonrmx cyaebHbix 6aTtanmsx
ny6nnM4yHO BOPOTLCH C CEKPETHBIMU MOBECTKaMU, KOTOPbIE OHU
nony4unu ot ®BP - oHM MOryT Ha4yaTb AymaTb No-Apyromy o6
3TON UCTOPUM.

Russiagate noxox Ha uctoputo Mpaka B gpyrom cmbicne. JJaxe
nocre Toro, Kak Mbl y3Hanu, 4to He 6o OMY,
WHTEeNNeKTyanbHbIN apryMeHT B Nomnb3y ynpexaaroLen BONHbI
ocTtancs. MNpegnor ncyes, HO naesa coxpaHunach; Mbl BCce elle
Tam TOYHO TakK Xe OCHOBHbIE NOen POCCUNCKOro Kanepca noyTu
HaBepHsKa BbkUBYT [oHanbaa Tpamna.

B Hauane 2017 roga yxogsuwiee npaButenbctBo Obambl
ony6nmKoBano OoueHKy passeku 0 BMellaTenbctee Poccun.
OcBelleHne ObINo cCoCpefoTO4EHO Ha naee, YTo MHOCTPaHHas
CTpaHa nomorna u3bpaTb Tpamna, HO raseTa NoATOSKHyNa
apyrue Tembl. B Hem roBopunock o pewummocTtn Poccnn
noanuTbIBaTb «pagnkanbHOe HE4OBOMBLCTBO» U «HE4OBOMLCTBOY
cpeam Hac, 4Tobbl «nogopeaTth pykoBogmmbli CLUA nubepanbHo-
OeMoKpaTUYeCKNn NOPSLOOKY.

B ctaTtbe npeacrtaBneHbl KOHUEenunn NOHATUN, KOTOpble 6y[J,yT
npoaoJKaTbCA B TEHEeHNEe MHOIrnx neT.

e «Pasgop» B AMepurike BOOXHOBIEH MHOCTPaHLaMK;

e XXanobbl Ha oMHaHCOBOE HEPABEHCTBO, BOWHbI,
Hea(PPEKTUBHOCTb aMeEPUKAHCKON eMOKpaTum 1 gpyrue
npobnembl Takke NO4OrPEBAOTCS MHOCTPAHLLAMU;

o CyllecTByeT ONacHOCTb B paspeLLeHun nepeceyeHus
MeXAy NEBbIM M NpaBbIM NOMYNUCTCKUMW ABWKEHUSIMU,
anennupylLWmMMmn K 3TUM xarnobawm;

o CBobogHasa npecca v Heperynupyembin IHTepHeT -
UrpoBble NNowaaki AbsBona, a 6ANTenbHOCTb 3KCNEPTOB
Heobxoamnma, 4Tobbl 3aWMTUTL HAC OT MHOCTPaHHOM
«ae3vHdopmMauuny.
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It's my hope that if people see the long background of how such
tools have been used against less prominent targets — from
Muslims on the Watch List to inner-city drug defendants tried in
“tip and lead” cases to Internet companies fighting long court
battles just to publicly fight the secret subpoenas they’'ve received
from the FBI — they might start to think differently about this story.

Russiagate is like the Iraqg story in another sense. Even after we
found out there were no WMDs, the intellectual argument for pre-
emptive war remained. The pretext vanished but the idea
persisted; we're still over there. In the same way, the core ideas of
the Russia caper are almost sure to survive Donald Trump.

In early 2017, the outgoing Obama government issued

an Intelligence Assessment about Russian interference. Coverage
focused on the notion that a foreign country had helped elect
Trump, but the paper pushed other themes. It talked about
Russian determination to fuel “radical discontent”

and “dissatisfaction” among us, in order to “undermine the US-led
liberal democratic order.”

The paper previewed concepts pundits would continue hammering
for years:

“Discord” in America is foreign-inspired;

e Complaints about financial inequality, wars, the inefficacy
of American democracy, and other problems are also
fueled by foreigners;

e There is danger in allowing crossover between the left and
right populist movements appealing to these complaints;

e The free press and an unregulated Internet are the devil’s

playgrounds, and the vigilance of experts is needed to

protect us from foreign “disinformation.”
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OTn naen nogToNKHYNM Hac K onbiTy npsimo u3 Opyanna:
ApamaTnyeckoe 1 NoYTM MrHOBEHHOE U3MEHEHME NONYNAPHbIX
npeanonoxeHui. CaMonpoBO3ralleHHble « NPOrpeccucThbl
(kparHue neBbie) », KOTOPbIE BCEro NULLb OECATb NET Ha3ag,
cnnoTunucb 3a [nken Yukcom, Tenepb crinaTbiBatoT nyratoLmne
TpakTaTbl, HANNCaHHble B DanbLUNBO-KUPUITIIMYECKUX TEKCTAX O
«aKTuBax» cpeam Hac. ToT e Teppop A0 HEBMAAHHbIX Yrpo3,
KOTOpble OXBaTUNN aMepuKkaHLUeB 13 HebornbLUMX ropogoB nocne
11 ceHTAbpS, TeEnepb NOKOPUN HaLLM FOPOACKUE BbICLLME KNaCChl.
Honanbaa Tpamna HegoCcTaToO4YHO, YTOObI OO BSACHUTL 3TO.

Jaxe ecnun obLLECTBEHHOE MHEHNE HEe U3MEHUTCS, CTOUT
HanucaTb UCToputo aToro 6esymusa. A Hagetoch, YTo Gyaywme
nokoneHusa 6yagyT 4OCTAaTOMHO 34PaBOMbICAALWMMM, YTOObI HE
noBepuTb B 3TO.

Cnepyowas yacTtb HaunHaeTcs ¢ « CeMenHbIX gparoLeHHOCTEN Y,
y4yebHuKka «BorHa ¢ TeppopoM» 1 napbl cyaebHbIX NPoLEecCoB.

(®orto Maunjenst Hran / AFP yepes Getty Images)
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These ideas have pushed us into an experience straight out of
Orwell: a dramatic and almost instantaneous flipping of popular
assumptions. Self-described “progressives (far leftists)” who just a
decade ago rallied behind the Dixie Chicks now gobble up scare
tracts written in faux-Cyrillic texts about “assets” in our midst. The
same terror before unseen threats that gripped small-town
Americans after 9/11 has now conquered our urban upper
classes. Donald Trump is not sufficient to explain this.

Even if public opinion doesn’t change, it feels worth writing a
history of this madness. | hope future generations will be sane
enough to disbelieve it.

Part one, next, begins with the Family Jewels, a War on Terror
primer, and a pair of lawsuits.

(Photo by Mandel Ngan/AFP via Getty Images)
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rnoccapmm

Cneayowme TepMyHbI NOSNE3HblI 06BbACHEHNEM

Russiagate lNocne ckaHgana ¢ YoTeprenTtom, B
pesynbTaTe KoToporo Pnyapa HukcoH
MOKMHY”N cBoK nocT B 1973 rogy, Kaxabin
KPYNHbIA NONUTUYECKUA CKaHaan B
CoepaunHeHHbIX LTaTax Obin
noeHTUULMpPOoBaH ¢ CyhPUKCOM «-
BopoTay. Tiabbi ncnonb3yet TepMuHbI
Spygate, Reportergate n Ukrainegate
cpeav Apyrux.

"my6okoe MocTosiHHasA 6lopokpaTust, Haa KOTOPOW

COCTOSIHME n3bpaHHbIN Npe3ngeHT cnabo
kOoHTponupyeT. LLinnoHckne areHTCTBa
ABNSATCS €ro SAPOM.

aHTUrnybokoe CTpemMsicb yMeHbLNTb cuny rnybokoro

COCTOSIHNE COCTOSIHUSA.

paccekpeunBaTtb | CoenaTb CEKpeTHbIe JOKYMEHTbI
AOCTYNHbIMW ANst 00LWEeCTBEHHOCTM

CopTuposatb O6bsBUTL MHOPMALMIO KaK CEKPETHYHO

no

a30yka AmMepurKaHcKas BellaTenbHas ceTb

AP Accowmuantepn lNpecc

BS durua (epyHaa)

CBS AMepuKaHcKkas BellaTenbHas ceTb

CDOs O6sa3artenbcTBa no obecnevyeHHOMy

gonry (obecneyeHHbIn Jonr)

NcnonHuTenbHbIN

"eHepanbHbIN OUPEKTOP

OUpeKTop (kopnopaTtuBHbIN NIMaep)

LPY LleHTpanbHoOe pa3seabiBaTeNbHOE
ynpaBneHue (3apybexHble
paccnegoBaHus)

CNI LleHTp HaunoHanbHbIX UHTEPECOB

CNN KabenbHas HoBocTHas CeTb
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Glossary

The following terms benefit by explanation

Russiagate Ever since the Watergate scandal that
drove Richard Nixon from office in 1973,
every major political scandal in the United
States has been identified with the suffix
"— gate". Tiabbi uses the terms Spygate,
Reportergate and Ukrainegate among
others.

Deep state The permanent bureaucracy, over which
the elected President has little control.
The spy agencies are at its core.

anti deep- Tending to reduce the power of the deep

state state.

declassify Make secret documents available to the

public

classify Declare information as secret

ABC American Broadcast network

AP Associated Press

BS bullshit (nonsense)

CBS American Broadcast network

CDOs Collateralized Debt Obligations (secured debt)

CEO Chief Executive Officer (corporate leader)

CIA Central Intelligence Agency (foreign
investigations)

CNI Center for the National Interest

CNN Cable News Network

DIA Defense Intelligence Agency, an organization
that coordinates the intelligence activities of the
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DIA O60opoHHOE pa3BeabliBaTENbHOE
yrnpaBreHune, opraHmsauus,
KOOpOUHUpYoLLas passebiBaTenbHyo
0eATeNnbHOCTb aMepUKaHCKNX
BOOPY>KEHHbIX CUST.

DNC HauunoHanbHbIN AeMoKpaTUyYecKkni
KOMUTET, NapTUMNHbLIN OpraH
OEeMOKpaToB, ONMNO3nLNA NapTum
HoHnanbga Tpamna, pecnybnukaHupl.

MWHUCTEPCTBO MuHucTepcTBO 060POHDI

00OpPOHLI

DP [MpoaBuxeHne gemMokpaTmm

ESPN KaHan kabenbHoOro TeneBnaeHust co
CMOPTMBHLIM OCBELLLEHNEM

FAIR.org CnpaBeaniMBoOCTb U TOYHOCTL B
OTYETHOCTU

FARA 3aKOH O perMcTpauumn MHOCTPaHHbIX
areHToB

OBP depepanbHoe 60po paccnenoBaHUN
(BHYTpEHHWE paccneoBaHns)

FISA 3aKoH 0 Haa3ope 3a MHOCTPaHHOM
pa3Bekon

Jlnca AmMepurKaHcKas BellaTenbHas ceTb

oCb Poccuiickoe LINMOHCKOe areHTCTBO

unc BpuTaHckoe 3neKkTpOHHOE LUMNOHCKOEe
areHTCTBO

GOP Bonblwas crapasa naptusa (1. E.
PecnybnukaHckasa naptus)

GRU Poccuinckoe areHTCTBO BOEHHOM
pasBegkm

nr. [ NaBHLIN MHCNEKTOP

MBo® MexayHapogHbin BantoTHein doHA

IRI MexayHapoaHbIn pecnybrMKaHCKniA
WHCTUTYT - MeXAYHapOaHbI
aHanUTUYECKNin LEHTP, CBA3AHHbLIN C
PecnybnvkaHckon naptuen

ISI AreHTCTBO pasBegku [aknucrtaHa

ISIS Wcnamckoe Nocypapcteo Upak -

apabckas TeppopucTuyeckas
opraHusaums
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American armed services.

DNC Democratic National Committee, the party organ
of the Democrats, the opposition to Donald
Trump's party, Republicans.

DOD Department of Defense

DP Democracy Promotion

ESPN Cable TV channel with sports coverage

FAIR.org | Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting

FARA Foreign Agents Registraation Act

FBI Federal Bureau of Investigation (domestic
investigations)

FISA Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act

Fox American Broadcast network

FSB Russian spy agency

GCHQ British electronic spy agency

GOP Grand Old Party (ie, Republican party)

GRU Russian military intelligence agency

IG Inspector General

IMF International Monetary Fund

IRI International Republican Institute — international
think tank associated with Republican party

ISI Pakistan intelligence agency

ISIS Islamic State of Iraq — Arab terrorist organization

JCS American Joint Chiefs of Staff

JFK President Kennedy

KGB Russian spy agency before the FSB

LLC Limited Liability Corporation — non-public
corporation

MSNBC | Microsoft NBC

NBC American Broadcast network

NPR American Broadcast network

NSA National Security Agency

PSI Pounds per Square Inch (14 PSI =1
atmosphere)

RNC Republican National Committee
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JCS AmepurKaHCKM 00 beaMHEHHbIN
KOMUTET Ha4arbHWKOB LWTaboB

JFK MpeasnaeHt KeHHeau

KI'b Poccuinckoe LWNMOHCKOe areHTCTBO
nepeg ¢CbH

000 Kopnopauusi ¢ orpaHMyeHHom
OTBETCTBEHHOCTbIO - HENyGnmnyHas
Kopnopauusa

MSNBC Microsoft NBC

NBC AMepukaHcKasi BellaTernibHas ceTb

aHepreTndecknn | AMepukaHckas BellaTesibHas ceTb

SAepHbIn

peakTop

NSA HauuoHnanbHoe AreHcTBO
BesonacHocTu

PSI ®yHTLI Ha KBagpaTHbIN Aonm (14
dyHTOB Ha KBaapaTHbIA Aonm = 1
aTMmocdepa)

CPH PecnybnukaHCKuUin HauMoHanbHbIN
KOoMUTET

RT Poccusa cerogns

TL: DR CnuuKom A0nro - He yuTan

Tbl CKA3AT ArentctBo CLUA no mexgyHapogHoMy
pasBUTUIO

BPC Opyxune MaccoBOro YHUYTOXEHUSA
(mnoBoA Ans Havana BTOPOW BOMHbLI B
Npake B 2003 rogy

WWE World Wrestling Enterprises, manbie

MaCCOBbI€ pa3BJie4HeHUNA
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RT Russia Today

TL:DR Too Long — Did not read

USAID US Agency for International Development

WMD Weapons of Mass Destruction (the excuse for
starting the second Iraq war in 2003

WWE World Wrestling Enterprises, lowbrow mass

entertainment
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