Sympathy for the Slightly Older Guy


Lucy recently talked about older guys chasing younger women, making it sound like we were all just dirty old men looking to take advantage of your tender young bodies.  Ha ha Ha.  As though we were evil incarnate.  But sometimes it is useful to take a look at the world from the villain's point of view.  You will do that for the beast in beauty and the beast, or for Shrek.  Why not for the slightly older guy?

You assume that you all know what men want.  Pretty young girls!  Just like you!  That explanation works pretty well, except on evenings when there are football games to watch, or afternoons when the fish are running, or times when your lover boy gets an invitation to go out for a glass of beer.  Then somehow your youthful charms don't seem to work all that well.

You may find the lover you want.  Thoughtful, considerate, a perfect gentleman, with a good income.  And no desire to settle down.  He's happy to be around you – but also happy not to be around you!  He's delighted to be your boyfriend – and he'll be glad to do it for 20 years, until the question of getting married and raising a family is even an issue anymore.  His indecision drives you crazy!

Or, even worse, you find that the man of your dreams is the man of everybody else's dreams.  More than that, he does his best to satisfy everybody else's dreams, on a different pillow every night.  You can't hold him.

But let's go back to the simple assumption about a guy.  He wants to come home to a cold beer, a hot meal, and a warm body to share his bed with.  That's not universally true, but is not a bad operating assumption.  Then comes the question – what do YOU want?

Men have spent thousands of years trying to figure out what women want and I assure you we don't know.  One thing seems pretty evident – most of you don't know yourselves what you want.  It is a lot easier to start with what you don't want.
Start with the obvious.  

No alcoholics, drug addicts, ex-convicts, gangsters or bums.  That leaves about 70% of us.  Not bad.
Then:

You don't want anybody who's shorter than you.
You don't want somebody who is ugly or fat.

You don't want somebody stupider than you.

You don't want somebody less educated than you.

You don't want somebody with less money than you.

You don't want anybody addicted to video games.

You don't want somebody who doesn't know how to make conversation.

Ideally, you don't want somebody who can't dance, doesn't like to travel, and doesn't like your kind of music.

You don't like somebody who's going to criticize your cooking, your housekeeping, or your clothes.
You don't want somebody who is helpless, who will make you his cook and servant.
You really, truly don't want somebody who's going to mention that you're a couple of pounds overweight or criticize the way you kiss and make love.
And, you don't want anybody more than 5 years older than you.  Aside from that, you are not picky whatsoever!  Why isn't there anybody out there for you?
<long pause>

I would propose that you make a slight modification to your parameters.  Don't call it lowering your standards – just broadening your horizons!  Consider slightly older guys.  This would be blatantly self-serving, except that I am married.  To be honest, I didn't have to make this argument to my wife.  We fell in love very quickly and age was never an issue.  But let me make the case for other older guys.

We know what we want.  A lot of men, as they get past their 20s, lose interest in women.  Some of them even discover they have an interest in men!  If you have a guy in his 50s or 60s who likes women, you can be pretty confident that he… likes women.

You don't have to wonder about his future.  Will he be successful?  Will he turn to booze?  Will he get fat and lazy?  Spend all of his time in front of the TV?  No.  If that were going to happen, it would already have happened.  What you see is not only what you get, but what you are going to get.  
You don't have to worry about an older guy running around on you.  These patterns are set early in life.  If he says he wants to settle down with you, he probably means it.  He probably has one or two marriages and several serious relationships in his past.  You can learn about him by just asking.  He is no longer in the process of learning about himself.  He will be grateful to have you.
There is a general agreement that society is getting coarser and more self-centered with every generation.  We grew up in an era in which family was important.  Kids respected their parents, and people expected their marriages to last forever.  Obviously, if an older guy is single there is a reason for it, but there is a fairly good chance he still believes in true love.  Probably a better chance than with younger guys, especially if that's what he says he is looking for and he acts like he means it.

Then there is the question of money.  Statistically, people tend to get wealthier by the year, at least until they hit their early 60s.  They earn more, and they know how to take care of it.  What the statistics don't tell you is what people do with their money.  By the time a guy is 60 he has already done the wild things he wants to do with money.  If he wanted a sports car, he has one.  If he wanted to travel all over the world, he has done that.  If he wants a ton of gold jewelry, you will see him wearing it.  And if he wants you, the odds are he will spend money on you rather than himself.  He knows where his happiness lies.

You girls all read the lies they publish in Cosmopolitan magazine, which suppose that you want a rock hard hunk of man who will make love to you all night and leave you exhausted in the morning.  Be honest with yourselves.  You don't like feeling like a dishrag in the morning as you crawl off to work.  You would rather control the situation than to have some guy tell you how it's going to be.  And you know in spite of what Cosmo says it's the emotion that counts, not the physical act.
"Men fall in love with their eyes, women fall in love with their ears."  A young guy wants to hear about himself.  If your ears like being reassured that you are beautiful, and that he loves you, get an older man.  Just one caution: ladies, appreciate what he knows, but don't press him hard about how he learned!
You learn things you never knew about your friends when you start dating an older guy.  They can do arithmetic better than you imagined.  "When you're 50 he'll be (fingers and toes now) um, 80!  Oh my God!

Actually, an 80-year-old guy feels pretty young if he has a 50-year-old wife.  He has reason to keep on going!  But even if he croaks, you will be a respectable widow, hopefully with a fair amount of money.  It is a better deal than being left destitute by an unemployed 50-year-old when he goes chasing some young bit of fluff.  Get real, ladies!  Look around you.  How many 50-year-old women do you know who are still married and in love with their husbands?  Not very many.  A man of 80, if he loves you, is a whole lot better than average.  Heywood wrote 500 years ago "Better to be an old man's darling than a young man's slave."  An older guy will appreciate you.

I hope that most of you want to have kids.  I'm probably wrong, but that's what I hope.  Younger guys have kids by accident, or maybe because his wife talked him into it.  An older guy will have kids because he wants them.  He knows what he's getting in for, and he accepts it.  Look at the Dedushki in the park with their Vnuki.  They love kids.  More than that, they have time to spend with them.  We were brought up pretty well ourselves and have a strong idea how to raise kids.  Maybe we even learned from our past mistakes.

Ronald Reagan said he would not allow age to become an issue in the 1984 election.  The 73-year-old Reagan got a big laugh when he said that he would not exploit his 51-year-old opponent's youth and inexperience for political purposes.  I'm not going to say that all young men are bad bets as lovers and husbands, just that there is a lot to be said for maturity.  
Life is unfair.  Men's heads are programmed to swivel when they see a fertile woman.  When she passes 40, she is shocked to find that they stopped swiveling.  Robert Herrick got it right when he advised young virgins to " Gather ye rosebuds while ye may.  Old Time is still a-flying."  Don't hate men for the fact that it flies quicker for you than them – take advantage of it, and you can make a comfortable life for yourself.
Before you decide that there really aren't any guys out there, it pays to rethink what you mean by "there."

