

Let me tell you stories about women in my life. And the money they made.  Equal Pay


Right now I'm having major dental work done at a clinic called med beauty. The dentists are Irena and Ksenia.  I chose them even though they are more expensive than Taras because I think they do better work.

The kindergarten where Eddie goes is run by Tanya. Others who work there include Natosha, Olga and Alla.  These women have to make less than 3000 hryvnya per month.

My wife Oksana works in music education. She would earn about the same as these women, but she doesn't work. She doesn't have any income, but she spends more on herself than I do. She attends conferences, travels more and spends more on clothes and jewelry than I do. How unfair is that?

I have convinced her that she is far more valuable as a conscientious mother for Eddie and the baby due in August.  My former wife, Marianne, makes $300,000 a year – a huge sum. But she dictated that we let babysitters and teachers raise our children. They did not learn character: honesty, hard work, and politeness.

They simply don't know how to treat a romantic partner. They are also not very well suited for work. Today Marianne lives in an empty 500 m² castle. Money enough to do anything in the world, but no husband, children or grandchildren to do it with.

Let's turn to men.  Valery and Alex are our main guys. They take care of the heat in our house, they installed in attic ventilator and they demolished the old dacha behind our house. I would have used women to do this work but, guess what, I don't know women who do this kind of thing.

We have also replaced the septic system, had the septic system pumped, and replaced the well. The guys who do this probably make more than 3000 hryvnya a month. I would have gladly used women, but there don't seem to be any.

When I was a computer consultant, my partner Joe and I hired quite a few people, men and women. Good computer experts are hard to find. We charged what they were worth and gave the employees salary and a bonus based on how much they billed. It turned out that the men earned more than the women. Why is that? The men would work longer hours and they were more willing to travel.  

One of the happiest moments was when two of our consultants, Joanne and Sam decided to get married. Sam kept working as hard as ever but Joanne worked less and took care of Sam. Is that unfair?

For all these reasons men generally earn more than women. They work harder. They do the dangerous and dirty jobs. And most important, they leave women free for the most important job in society, something only women can do, bearing at raising children.

If women really did earn less, the smart thing to do would be to start a woman-owned business, like my dentist.  You could make a higher profit by paying less.  You would advertise, "women only."  But you never hear about this!  Most people, aside from feminist magazines, think the world is fair.  And they are right.

[bookmark: _GoBack]When it comes to fairness, consider who spends the money, not just who earns it. Married or single, women have the upper hand!

In the end, the world is not a fight between men and women. If it were, we would all die out! We need to work together.  There is no great male conspiracy against women. We love you!
