My wife suggested that I do a speech on how to be a perfect husband.

There is no such thing as a perfect husband, but there is a smart wife.

The first thing you need is a sense of humor. Men are from Mars and women are from Venus. We will never understand each other and a lot of the time all you can do is laugh.

You need to appreciate why you get married in the first place. Marriage is a partnership. Two can live more cheaply than one. You each have different skills. Oh, and by the way, you have each other as lovers.

This is the part that has gotten thoroughly confused. If you read Maxim magazine or Cosmo you would think that life was all about making love. Wrong, wrong, wrong! Despite the brainwashing, men and women remain very different.

Look at the other species of mammals. It is the male's job to present himself, but the female who chooses. And the man who thinks the female will be in the mood whenever he is is going to be seriously disappointed.

The first thing you have to appreciate about marriage is enjoying being with each other. You have to enjoy, and cultivate, holding hands, saying nice things to her, putting her arms around her and kissing her. If you do it all the time, you will find that she was in the mood some of the time. You have to find pleasure in building the mood all the time, and accept the fact that "later" is all part of the game.

Before he gets married, a man is a connoisseur of woman. He dates a lot of women, you look at their good in their bad qualities, and decides which ones you want to pursue in which ones are really not for him. That is a time to be judgmental.

But when you marry, you make the biggest choice of your life. After that, the choic is not which woman, but how to make the single choice you made work. You have to change your thinking 180°.

[bookmark: _GoBack]You have to tell her you love her all the time. She likes to hear it, and you need to convince yourself day in and day out, burnt meals, dirty house, too tired and everything. Sometimes the magic work slowly, but you have to believe in magic.

My mother raised me to be a husband. The greatest piece of wisdom that she ever shared was that you have to be competent. Women like that. There's a kind of reverse psychology. Women will like you better if you don't need them. A man who can cook, keep house and iron his own clothes is not dependent on a woman. He can live perfectly well without them. This is kind of a puzzle for women. He doesn't need a woman! It's a challenge for her to prove that you do.

And it's a delight for you to coyly answer that challenge. It turns out that the only things that you need a woman for are the things only a woman can do. With a few exceptions such as the United States, in most places every man wants a woman as a lover. And even in the United States, still, for the moment, it takes a woman to be the mother of your children.

If you meet a woman who might want to marry you for your attractive features – good looks, sense of humor, and, oh by the way, nice income – you want to make her offer the things that only a woman can: good looks, a loving touch, and the promise of being the mother of your children.

Children are the bottom line. If you don't have children you might as well not get married, and you can certainly drift apart. Raising children is the most important partnership you'll ever undertake in life.

You will find that sometimes the little angels look just like you, a mirror of all of your good qualities. At other times the little devils take right after their mother. You'll need your sense of humor and you'll need to practice saying "I love you."

A woman is never more romantic than when she is making children.  That is the kind of romance you will remember for a lifetime.  On the other hand, once it has worked, and the process is underway ,and especially after the baby is born, romance is the farthest thing from her mind. Forget about all that stuff from Maxime magazine! She will love you because she depends on you, she will hold hands and cuddle all day long, but she might not have time for the other stuff. She will love you for being understanding,

