The Value of a College Education
Introduction
I'd like to start off by asking a couple of questions.
	How many sexes are there? 
	Two is the wrong answer. There is no right answer.

	Is it okay to say black lives matter? 
	Yes! It's mandatory.

	Is it okay to say white lives matter? 
	No! It is hate speech.

	If, as a professor, I told you the first day of class that the pronouns you have to use when referring to me are ve, ver, vis and verself, what happens if you slip and say something like “He gave me a D?”
	There are no mistakes!  It is hate speech.


If you failed this test, you are not ready for university in the United States. 
What are the benefits of a college education?
First, they might teach you something useful. Accounting, statistics, engineering, and medicine are skills that can be taught and are in demand in the real world. If that's what you want, college is the place to go.
Second, they might help you learn broadly applicable life skills. Mathematics, researching and writing with top this list. In today's world you can add computer skills – working with common computer tools.
Third, they they used to claim that they would make a gentleman or gentlewoman out of you. They pretended they would teach you with history, literature, geography and other topics an educated person ought to know. This might have been true a century ago. It is so wrong now they don't even make the claim anymore.
Fourth, there used to be some social benefits. The mark of an educated person was a broad vocabulary, the ability to dress and the poise to conduct yourself as an adult. All of that is long gone. One social benefit remains – colleges where you can meet other smart people. The contacts you make can help you throughout life. They might result in marriage.
Fifth, and most important, a college diploma used to be the essential credential for getting a job. Employers have always been cynical enough to know that you don't necessarily learn a whole lot in college, but the college admission process used to screen out dummies. Since the law does not let employers give IQ tests to applicants, they used to let colleges do it for them. A college diploma was an assurance that you had passed an admission test.
Those are the supposed benefits . What's the cost?
Tuition at Berkeley was $900 a year when I was there in the 1960s. Since then we have had 1000% percent inflation.  That would be $9,000 in today's money. When I graduated I got a job paying seven times as much – $65,000 in today's money. College made sense.
Berkeley today costs at least three times as much in constant dollars. Harvard costs $75,000 a year. Meanwhile, starting salaries have fallen in real terms. Unless your education gives you skills that are in demand in the workplace – accounting, statistics, engineering, medicine and so on – college doesn't make financial sense.
Why has education seen so much inflation?
College education, unlike manufacturing, has been hard to ship overseas.  Travel, language and credentialing systems are US-based.  The universities are a cartel.  They compete only with each other.
Government money has turned universities into businesses.  The federal government guarantees student loans, so every student can borrow money to attend college. Colleges can charge more, but it is a trap. The students carry the debt for a lifetime.
Colleges get a vast amount of money through government contracts.  Teaching is only incidental for big universities They need to live by government rules.  They have hired vast numbers of people who don't teach. Diversity experts, policeman, counselors and so on. They have raised the salaries for administrators. 
Harvard has 35% more administrators than undergraduate students.  Most of them are involved with diversity.
Universities are on a building spree.  They can charge high tuitions, and they are flooded with government grants. They splurge on unnecessary construction.
The benefits have eroded.
As I mentioned, starting salaries for college graduates have fallen in relative terms. There are just too many of college graduates.  Too many young people think they are too good to work with their hands.
Diversity has destroyed the value of a diploma. Universities take the color of a person into account for everything: admissions, grading and graduation. Since no honest system would make all colors appear equal, they have eliminated them.  They don’s require standard tests for college entrance.  They have relaxed grading so there is no difference among groups of students. At Harvard the average grade is an A. The Harvard credential – like those of most universities - no longer indicates intellectual ability. 
Universities are afraid to teach. They are afraid of a diversity of opinions. The most important topics of the day are off-limits:  Intelligence, Climate, Epidemiology, Evolution, Economics , Health vs. medicines/surgery (allopathic medicine), Sex and gender (wrong answers).   Classroom discussion of these topics is forbidden, and a paperm however well researched, expressing an incorrect point of view will be awarded a poor grade.
Universities long ago gave up the idea that they should civilize their students. They no longer expect proper speech, polite speech, or even civil speech. They certainly do not care how students dress. Students’ sex lives have long been none of the University's business.
There has been a sustained attack on the literary canon – books written by dead white men. One hundred years ago there were things every educated person ought to be familiar with – the Bible, Shakespeare, great music, great painters, Renaissance architecture and the like. By white men.  The works of white men have been removed, to be replaced replaced by – nothing at all. Our common cultural references are movies like The Matrix and singers like Madonna. Or worse.
University reputations have been thoroughly mined out.
Rankings
US News rates the best universities in the world as
    Harvard University         #1
    Stanford University         #3
    University of California Berkeley   #4
    Yale University            #11
Free Speech
FIRE, the Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression, rates the  worst universities for freedom of expression.
1: Harvard University
15: Yale University
42: Stanford
100: Cal Berkeley (bad, but not terrible)
Government pays for research not to find things out, but to justify what government wants to do.  Or, the rich people who contribute to politicians – Bill Gates, Jeff Bezos, George Soros and the like.
The last thing they want is “free speech” to question the research.  It is entirely predictable that the research goes to the universities with the most prestige, and those universities cannot tolerate intellectual dissent that would threaten their government contracts.  
So they do not allow free speech.
The most prestigious universities have the worst records with regard to free speech: Harvard, Yale, Stanford and my own University of California, Berkeley. They coast (and set their tuitions) on reputations earned 50 years ago. Their students and administrators treat their most distinguished scholars abominably.
Escape to the Second Tier
As a result, many of today's best scholars of the era teach at second-tier institutions where they won't be bothered, such as the California State colleges (no – not the universities) and places you never heard of such as Ulster University in Northern Ireland, Oulu University in Finland, University of Western Ontario and such. The Internet, and conferences have replaced the campus as a forum for intellectual discussions. These scholars have the integrity to resist the pressure to sell out so they can get published easily, advance in prestigious universities, and enjoy the acclaim of their students.
It should not escape notice that many of the most successful recent entrepreneurs – Steve Jobs, Bill Gates, Larry Ellison among them – were accepted to prestigious universities but, finding nothing of value, dropped out before graduating.
Alternatives for today's students
The University campus today is not a place to learn how to research and express one's ideas. They squash dissidents. Instead, it is a place to learn to conform and mouth popular but patently false platitudes.
What other approaches are there? Study online, with MOOC courses that are offered by many universities. You can get college credit at a reasonable price. Studying online, you can hold a job. Exchanging ideas over the Internet is just as fruitful as in the average college class.
If you enroll in a university that is physically close, you may be able to meet other students in person and coffee shops, conferences and other face-to-face venues.
There are a lot of credentialing alternatives for online students. You can often get a certificate of attendance after having attended online. You can take proctored exams on the subject matter. You can earn two or three years' credit online, then attend a physical University to obtain the degree.
Conclusion
The essential thing for a student to recognize is that you teach yourself. You need to teach yourself to research, to write, to do statistical and mathematical analysis, to speak clearly. 
A teacher's role is to help you.  To give you useful assignments.  To help if you have difficulties. To give you feedback. If you are committed to learning, you can get this help from other kinds of sources as you need it.
The American University today is an expensive waste of money. There is more indoctrination than education. Your decision should be to learn – not to attend the University.
