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Why are you looking at me?  You are supposed to!  You know how to be polite.  But, if you were children, you would not do it unless I were interesting.  Children are awfully honest like that.  They don’t like being bored.

I'm talking about children as a way to introduce myself.  I’ve never grown up.  I have been a traveler, a businessman, a husband, a father, an investor, a writer, a student and a teacher, and the constant factor I see in my life is curiosity.  Like a child.  I love to play with kids and to teach them.  Playing is how they learn. I want kids to be my friends.  So, how do I make friends with children?

Get to know a child when he's with his mother.  He feels comfortable and secure around mom, but he’s so familiar with her that he’s a bit bored.  It's a great time to engage his curiosity.  Mother needs to be in on the game.  She knows that her kids are smart and wonderful and loves it when somebody else sees it too.  Moms get worn out entertaining kids and are usually happy to let somebody else take over for a while.  

If I engage a child, making faces, squinting, and twisting my features, he is curious.  Do that for a little while, then hide my face behind a magazine, he will be waiting for me when you drop the magazine.  He wonders what I’m doing.  At this point the game is on.  If it is on the Metro, the game ends when somebody gets off or gets bored.  If it is a social gathering it can go on.

Here are a couple of games my grandparents taught me might occupy him for 10 or 15 minutes.  Here's the church and here's the steeple open the doors and here are all the people.  Or, here are mother's knives and forks and here his mother's table here is grandpa's rocking chair and here is baby's cradle.  He feels so good when he can show Mom how to do it.

Touching is a tricky business.  It is like making friends with cats or dogs.  You want the kid to come to you, not the other way around.  You would like to do it at their level.  Mom and Dad to overcome their size difference by picking the kid up and looking him in the eye.  If I try that he will scream bloody murder.  Too soon!  If I can, I get down to his level.  I sit on the floor.  This is a funny thing for a grown-up to do.  If I keep looking at him, he will keep looking at me.  He comes closer to see what's going on.  

Children are shy about looking at you eye-to-eye.  Normal animal behavior: It is aggressive to look another animal right in the face.  As I've been talking to you I have been doing something with my hands.  I'll bet that just like children you are curious.  Here he is!  The children don't have to talk to my face.  They can talk to my friend the Dragon.  He is not threatening.  He is a lot of fun.  The kid and Mr. Dragon can have a long and easy conversation.  

Next something magic!  An exchange.  I give the dragon to the child and he gets to be the dragon; he's playing a game.  The conversation goes on.  

Another paper trick helps overcome our size difference.  It makes the kid bigger.  This is a pressman's hat, what newspaper men used to use to keep ink out of their hair in the printing room.  It takes about five minutes to make.  But look what happens when you put it on somebody.  It makes them big.  A king, a queen or a bishop.  And they start to act big and important and feel very good about themselves.  

To recap. You want to get to know a child someplace he feels safe, and the best place is with his mother.  You engage his curiosity by being different than other adults.  Play eye games.  Focus your attention on him.  If you can, bring yourself down to his level.  Always let his curiosity draw him to you instead of the other way around.  Lastly, give him something.  Anything; it is the gesture that matters.

At this point you have to wonder, why does Graham do this?  Is he weird?  No, not at all.  I loved all of the kids that came to play with my own children when they were little, I like the kids I teach, and I like the children of the women that I have been dating.  But it goes even deeper, to my first point.  I'm still a kid, and I like to play.  And although I play at being a computer expert, a writer, a teacher, a student, and lots of other things, the people who most like to play are other kids.

