Love and marriage throughout history
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They advise a man to take a good look at his mother-in-law before he gets married. That is what he will be waking up to in 30 years.
I add: look at your father-in-law also. How is he treated? That's you!
So every year on Valentine's Day I bought my wife a large beautiful Valentine's card expressing the most sincere and undying love, my appreciation of her kind and generous nature.  I know that awful things happen if I forgot!
This is the day we think only good things about love, and where we expect it to lead -- to marriage! Our fantasy is true love for ever more. We sing songs about it:
Love and marriage love and marriage go together like a horse and carriage.
Dad was told by mother you cannot have one, you cannot have none without the other
People have been writing about love forever.  The Bible reports about King David's (Давид) love problems 3000 years ago. He got Uriah killed so he could marry the widow Bathsheeba. Another wife Michal got mad because he loved dancing with servant girls.
Greek poets wrote about love that certainly wasn't marriage. Homer wrote about love between soldiers, and Sappho (Сапфо́) wrote about love between women. 
Ovid (Овидий) gave guys this advice 2000 years ago in " Искусством любви " 
What wise man doesn’t mingle tears with kisses?

Though she might not give, take what isn’t given.

Perhaps she’ll struggle, and then say ‘you’re wicked’:

struggling she still wants, herself, to be conquered.
He wasn't talking about marriage – that's totally different.  The Germans say "Nothing ruins love like getting married."
People used to live in tribes.  Kids were essential because people kept dying of war and disease.  The chief would say "you are married to him, you to him, and you, you and you, to me. If a woman had a child, the whole tribe would do their best to make sure that the kid grew up. Love and marriage didn't matter – kids did.
With agriculture some people got rich. Whose kid was whose mattered; they might inherit land or a few cows from the old man or his clan.  Cities meant – strangers.  You would not want your daughter to marry one! Men took more control over who their women spent time with. 
That is the state of the Arab world today. Tribes make allies by arranging marriages between their daughters. The same thing happened with kings and queens in Europe. You got Catherine the Great as a friendship gesture from Germany.  It wasn't love – she had Peter III murdered.  Same until recently in China, Japan, and even Russia and Ukraine. Having kids was the important thing. The guy in charge would say, you marry him, and that was it. 
So whose crazy idea was it that you ought to marry the person you love, love the person you married, and ignore everybody else? The English seems to be the first.
As far as they can tell, starting about 1000 years ago a man and his wife usually moved into their own house after they got married. They spend a lot of time together. So they had both the ability and good reasons to be in love with whoever they married.  
Within a marriage, women needed the man to do the hard work and to deal with society. A man needed a woman to take care of the house and the kids.  They needed kids to work the farm.  It was a pretty good deal, one that lasted until well into the 20th century.
Now, machines do all of the things that you used to need a man to do, you can hire people to do most the things that women do, and a lot of people do not want to bother with kids. The church, our parents, our country and our communities do not bug us to get married, to stay married, or to have kids.  My advice to you?
1. Find your true love

2. Get married

3. Live happily for ever more

PS: first take a good look at your mother-in-law
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NOTE TO THE EVALUATOR: The purpose of this project is for the speaker to present a five- to seven-minute speech that begins with a humorous story. The story must be related to the speech topic and appropriate for the audience. The story may be based on an actual personal experience the speaker has had or on a story from another source. The speaker is to personalize the story. In addition to your oral evaluation, please give written responses to the questions below.

I How well did the opening story relate to the speech topic?

I Was the story appropriate for the audience?

I Was the story amusing to you?

I Did the story attract and keep your attention?

How did the speaker's delivery of the story help or hinder the story's impact on you?

1 How could the speaker improve the story's delivery? Comment on the setup, delivery, and pause.

How comfortable and confident did the speaker appear to be while telling the story?

I Was the speech body organized clearly and logically?

I What could the speaker do to improve the speech?

