1) When we look at the world’s problems, a bit of humility is in order.  What were the top problems of 1975?
i. Nuclear war with the USSR – we would all die!
ii. Global cooling (!?)  We would freeze to death!
iii. The population bomb (we would run out of food and land by 2000, and die!)
2) None of it happened.  The researchers of that time are forgotten.

3) But… they weren’t all that dumb, and not all that wrong.  Let me tell you about John B. Calhoun.  Famous then forgotten now – and it looks like he was right!

4) Professor Calhoun studied rats.  In 1947 he introduced five pregnant female rats into a 10 sotok enclosure in Maryland to see what would happen.  They had no enemies and enough to eat.  He computed that the colony could grow to 5,000 rats.

5) It never happened.  The population leveled off at 150, thirteen colonies of a dozen rats each.  Why?  

6) It turned out that the reason were social.  Each colony was dominated by a male.  He had as many females as he could manage, and chased off other rats.  One way or another the excess rats died, and the population remained stable.

7) Calhoun’s results attracted attention, and he got money to do more experiments.  He moved indoors, creating rat utopias.  His most famous was called “Universe 25,” this time with mice. It had everything mice could want.  Nesting places, nesting material, endless food and a controlled climate.  All that was limited was space.  What happened?
8) The population exploded.  There was not enough space for the mice to avoid each other.  In a very short time males were no longer able to establish and defend territories.  What next?  Let me read an account of this rodent paradise:
9) “Dominant males became aggressive, some moving in groups, attacking females and the young. 
10) Mating behaviors were disrupted. 
i) Some became exclusively homosexual. 
ii) Others became pansexual and hypersexual, attempting to mount any rat they encountered. 
11) Mothers neglected their infants, first failing to construct proper nests, and then carelessly abandoning and even attacking their pups. 
i) In certain sections of the pens, infant mortality rose as high as 96%, 
ii) the dead cannibalized by adults. 
12) Subordinate animals withdrew psychologically, 
i) surviving in a physical sense but at an immense psychological cost. 
ii) They were the majority in the late phases of growth, existing as a vacant, huddled mass in the centre of the pens. 
13) Unable to breed, the population plummeted and did not recover. 
i) The crowded rodents had lost the ability to co-exist harmoniously, even after the population numbers once again fell to low levels. 
ii) At a certain density, they had ceased to act like rats and mice, and the change was permanent.“
14) Calhoun’s work had a huge, immediate impact.  Major American cities were falling apart in the 1970s.  Out of money and riddled with crime.  A woman named Kitty Genovese screamed for an hour as she was murdered outside a New York apartment house.  Hundreds heard her – and nobody helped her.  
15) What next?  Calhoun experimented with physical layouts to make it possible for mice to live densely but in harmony, but.

16) He became politically incorrect, lost his funding, retired and died.

17) Human population did not explode.  Just as in Calhoun’s experiments, we have lost our ability to reproduce.

i) For a stable population, every woman needs to have an average of 2.1 children.

ii) This is not the case for any white nation, nor China, Japan or Korea.  Not even close.

