Michael Bedwell and I recently discovered that we know several of the same poems from our childhood. The most memorable are by AA Milne,. You probably know him as the author of Winnie the Pooh. Although, you probably do not recognize the real Winnie the Pooh because what you have seen are the Russian Винни Пух and American Disney cartoons, , which simply Milne's characters.

Milne's poetry is classic. It appeals to my son Eddie at three years old even though he doesn't understand it. There's a wonderful rhyme to it and a very English, whimsical sort of nonsense.

Poetry is one of the hardest things to appreciate in a foreign language. Poetry is so complex – a mixture of words, images, rhymes, alliteration, metaphor and more. But this children's poetry, while it is complex enough to be interesting to adults, is still simple enough to be understood by non-native speakers.

One of the pleasures of Milne's books is that they were all illustrated by the same highly gifted man Ernest Shepard. The illustrations were small, in keeping with the small size of the books. I have blown them up here to A3 size. There of course rather fuzzy, but I think that you people in the back of the room will be able to see them.

The pictures help you understand words such as dairymaid, curtsey and Aldernay.   I offer them for a second reason. A lot of people come here with their graphics in A4 format, which is simply too small for people in the back to see. These big these A3's, which are 420 x 297 cm, may still be a little bit hard to see in the back rows. But I hope that they are good enough.  Incidentally, they cost only 4 hryvnya apiece at the copy shop.

With that introduction, here is The Kings Breakfast

I've memorized one more poem to present as a filler if somebody if we need a short speaker at one of our meetings.

To repeat, I think that everybody here pretty much understood this poem even though some of the language was new to you. I hope that the illustrations helped you understand the language whether their dairy made is and what an Aldernay cow is.  I hope the A3 paper was big enough.

I've got Milne's four books with me if you'd like to take a look at them. Not very many of you have children, but I know that most of you think about them, and you should know that these this wonderfuf children's literature is available when you get around to reading to children in English. 
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