An American in Kiev, a plot without direction


(personna 1)  (looking at paper)
Из-вен-ии-ще,   Г-де  Про-спект   Лю-бов-ни-ца?

(personna 2)  
Какой проспект? Не понемаю!
 (personna 1)  (looking hard again) 
Г-де  Про-спект ЛЮ-БИ-МО-ВА?   
Asking directions is certainly one way to get around Kiev.  It will take you to some unexpected places.  Two words people do not use when it comes to giving directions are “Не знаю"
This is a "how-to" speech.  I'm going to tell Americans how to get around in Kiev.  But not just Americans, because I noticed that some of you natives do not always know where you are going either.  I'm going to talk about the unique features of maps, street signs, and architecture that make this such an interesting place to get around in.

Good maps are available.  They come printed in English and Ukrainian.  English you can read and Ukrainian is what will tie the map to physical reality.  However, Russian is how most of us ask and answer questions.

A foreigner can't avoid knowing a bit of the language to get around here.  Either to ask directions or read maps and street signs.  We figure out the Cyrillic alphabet fairly quickly. Even at that, we continue for a long time to confuse P with R, N with H, and one B with the other.  If you want "Mister Snack," just ask an American to point you to "Mister Check." 

Language problems aside, maps would be more useful if Ukrainians were in the habit of using them.  Many can't help you because they don't use maps themselves.  Metros, marshrutkas and trollybusses they know.  Directions? Not so much.  You will never hear "walk three blocks west on Перимоги."  So your sense of direction is between you and the map.
For those of you who have a hard time telling South from North - you don't have to raise your hands - even numbers generally appear on the North and the West side of streets.  Odd numbers are on the East and the South.  If you are facing Червоноармійська 101, you are looking east.  

Here are some more clues.  The sun comes up in the East, is in the South in the Middle of the day, and sets in the west.  For those few days when the sun doesn't come out, it is useful to remember that moss grows on the north side of trees.  

A bit of information for Americans.  When a European stands beside a river looking downstream, he calls the side on his left the "left bank."  Worth remembering.  In Kiev, the left bank of the Dnipro is east.  

Street signs are rare.  Last week I walked two blocks on Сагаидачаого without finding one.  They occasionally appear where you expect them, on street corners.  Sometimes there is a relic of a sign on a Stalin-era building.  

In any case, suppose somebody has given you the address of a store.  In the center you ask:
(exaggerated voice) "Извияться, Я ишу Великий Васильківській 33
"Ето там "(point)

So you go look (opposite side of stage).  "Hmm.  Should be a big street.  But this is Червоноармійська.  

"Извияться, Где булить Великий Васильківській?"

"Ето Червоноармійська "

Я, знаю, что Червоноармійська (point to sign).  Пожалуста, где булить Великий Васильківській?

"это то же самое, что Красноармійська "
Спасибо для информация.  Пожалуста, где Красноармійська?

"Ето Красноармійська "

and so, using elementary Russian, you can go for hours.  With better Russian it might be days.  
Once you find the street, you need a number.  I offer a few clues that will be useful for natives and non-natives alike.  Most of the streets are numbered from the center of the city out.  If the numbers are getting smaller, the chances are you're walking towards Maidan.

Street numbers can have more information than you really need.  I live at 2-4/7 Pushkinskaya.  Where is that?  It's very simple.  It's number two Pushkinskaya.  What does the four mean?  Oh, well, it's also number four Pushkinskaya.  Two numbers for the same building?  And the seven?  Oh by the way, it's also number seven Prorizna.  That's where the door is.  This  elegant system offers redundant information that does nothing but confuse everybody, even the taxi drivers.  I think was devised by the KGB.  

Your problems do not end when you find the address.  The building you want, with a number on it somewhere, may cover an entire block.  You are back to asking directions.  Where, within this huge building, is apartment 498?  Or, The address maybe has a letter suffix.  Buildings numbered by letters are spread without much plan around the inside of a city block.  Don't expect the building B (no, not that B, the other one that sounds like V) will be next to building A.  Just go through the archway and poke around, jumping fences and dodging cats and pigeons.  It's there somewhere.

The one thing everybody knows is the Metro.  The first thing anybody needs to do in this city is learn the name of the nearest metro, and how to walk there.  From that point, you are only a short sentence away from being saved.  "Где Метро?"

Kiev is a delightful city for walking and also for friendships.  Using these simple instructions you may be able to find your way to work, shopping and friends, and find you way home again.   
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The city fathers know it can be tough finding things in Kiev.  They give you some directions.  You are driving down Chervonoarmiska and see a helpful sign that tells you that Bozhena is 1.5 km away.  Nice to know, but wouldn't it really be more useful the cross street where you are is Щорса, which you  happen to be looking for?





Kiev is a city built on seven hills.  Those hills get in the way.  Try getting from Lesi Ukrainka to Chervonoarmiska.  They are separated by a ridge.  There aren't any paths over that ridge.  Similarly, try getting from the Klovska Metro to Pechersk.  There are thousands of paths that ought to be, but only one that is.  You get there by following other people.  It is the same way you get from Shulyavska to the радио рынок.  Follow the ant stream of people through the maze of African run shops, under a decaying bridge and out onto the street once again.





You might find a street number on the front of a building.  Not the right number, but a clue.  Clues, though, can be misleading.  Xmelnitzkovo 64, ah, yes.  Across the street from a Xmelnitskovo 63... and a block away, up a steep hill.











