Biographies are the most interesting kind of story. It is also human to compare ourselves with others, and biographies are usually written of successful people.

Back in the Christian era, some time before you were born, we used to look for morals in biographies. I'm going to tell you the biographies of two contemporary Americans.

The first was born in pinpoint, Georgia, a community of about 100 people about 15 km from savanna Georgia, in the tidal swamps. He was a member of a minority, the Gullah people, who had been making a marginal living in that part of the world for a couple of centuries. Isolated as they were, they spoke a different dialect of English, one which informed any local person that they were poor and ignorant.

He met his father only twice, once when he was nine and again when he graduated from high school. He was raised by his grandfather, who delivered heating oil in his old truck. The young man did well in St. Benedict's, the poor Catholic school in his neighborhood, and moved to high school at the time the civil rights movement was making changes throughout America. He was a good student, and was able to enter the best Catholic high school in savanna. From there he was accepted into a religious seminary, then to a Catholic college in Massachusetts. He always studied hard and got good grades, which was essential. He had no money so he depended on scholarships.

During the 1960s he experimented with Marxism and radical politics, but after two years he gave it up. He concluded that anger would get him no place -- he needed to prove to the world what he could do. It worked: he was admitted to Yale Law school. Even after graduation from one of the best law schools in the country, he had to fight to prove himself. In one critical turning point he was given a very high paying an important job because he was a minority. He enjoyed it for about a year, until he could no longer tolerate the assumption that he had gotten where he was only because of his background. He quit, proved himself as a "real lawyer" and is now serving on the US Supreme Court.
The other man was born into better circumstances. His mother was a PhD anthropologist, and his father a leading politician in a foreign country. His father and mother split when he was young, and he was brought up by his grandparents in a comfortable suburban setting, attending the best private school in Hawaii. He did not do anything exceptional in high school, and was admitted to Occidental College in Los Angeles.

This was a time when Premier colleges throughout the country actively recruited minority students. Despite the fact that he did nothing exceptional in the way of academics , he transferred to the more prestigious Columbia University in New York City, from which he graduated.

After four years working as a
"community organizer" in Chicago, he was accepted to Harvard Law school. About the same time he met his wife, who had attended the prestigious Princeton University also presumably on an affirmative action scholarship. Significantly, whereas we know the test scores and academic records for George W. Bush and his Democratic opponents, nothing is known about this man's academic performance. There is secondary evidence: he graduated magna cum laude from Harvard Law school and was the editor of the Law Review. Very surprisingly, however, he has never published anything under his own name, even when he was the editor of the Law Review.

Upon getting his law degree, this gentleman went into the business of racial grievances. He fought for the cause of black Americans, demanding that governments and the white establishment give them jobs, housing, and other entitlements. He started a civil rights law firm and lectured on race issues at the University of Chicago Law school. He was elected to the Illinois state senate. In 2004 he had a very good bit of luck when the Republican senator from Illinois was brought down by a sex scandal. With the help of the corrupt Chicago political machine he easily defeated an unknown Republican candidate to become senator. In 2008 he defeated the badly tainted Hillary Clinton to become the Democratic presidential nominee, and defeated John McCain to become president.

Of course, the second man is Barack Obama, our president. There are several themes in his biography. At every step of his career he benefited greatly from programs to assist black students and black people in general. He has no experience whatsoever working in any sense that you and I would call working. His only work experience has been agitating and making demands on government and businesses for more money for black people. He continued to do the same as a senator.

The first time I heard his name was from a Democratic lobbyist in Washington, who said nothing about his qualifications, only the fact that he could get elected. He has been elected, and is being very effective every warding the people who supported him by distributing public money and unimaginable quantities for the benefit of his supporters. He has doubled the United States national debt in two years. He is a hero to black people, and to everybody who expects to get something for nothing from the government.

The second man is twice as black as Obama, with no white blood whatsoever in his family. He is one of the Supreme Court's conservatives, strongly holding the position that governments only obligation is to ensure that people have an equal opportunity to make a good living, not the government should give them a good living. Other black people hate him. His name is Clarence Thomas.

