Don't be cruel to smokers

Humorously Speaking #3 – Keep them laughing


It used to be that a teenager would walk into a drugstore and say "give me a pack of cigarettes" and then whispered to the druggist "and a pack of condoms."  Now it has "give me a pack of condoms" and, psst, a pack of cigarettes.

Ukraine is beginning a holy war against smokers. It started in the United States in the 1970s and swept through Europe in the 1980s. If you smoke, you are the devil incarnate! When are you guys going to stop copying the United States? It is bizarre. You demonize us for all the nasty things in the world: big cars, fast food and rap music, then turn right around and copiers. Are you that stupid?
Let me tell you some wonderful things about cigarettes.
· Tobacco is a very social weed.  While the other robots are chained to their computers, the smokers get together outside and talk about what is really happening in the company.

· If you smoke instead of eating, it does keep you from gaining weight.

· You look cool. Cigarettes give you something neat to do with your hands.  You learn lots of  useful skills like lighting a match in the wind.  You look sexy. Is there any comparison between Humphrey Bogart and an overgrown puppy dog like Brad Pitt?

· Cigarettes save the country money. Pensions are expensive, and smokers do not collect nearly as much.

· Cigarettes make money for the country. There is a tax on every pack.

Smoking signals a lot of useful information about a person.
· This one every guy knows. If a girl is going to test the limits with cigarettes and drinking, you can be pretty sure that she will be up to other sinful activity.

· A girl knows that if a man is careless with his own body, He probably will not respect hers.

· Employers know that smokers are more inclined to fight the system. They become loudmouths, union organizers, and other kinds of troublemakers. They do not work as hard, even after you take their smoke breaks into account. It is a good idea not to hire smokers.

· It helps business.  Drug dealers know the person who smokes is much more inclined to try marijuana, heroin, and mood altering substances.  Life insurance, health insurance, and even car insurance sellers know to avoid smokers.  
Aren't we being just a little bit hypocritical to single out smokers among all the other kinds of sinners? What about drinkers? Or fat people? Or people who chew gum? Or people who take two parking places or run pedestrians down on the sidewalks? Why is it that marijuana smokers get more respect than tobacco smokers in the United States?
It is scary when the government gets involved in the smoking business. In some cities in California it has become illegal to smoke even in your own apartment, on the theory that other people will be forced to breathe your secondhand smoke.

Good Lord, people! People have been breathing secondhand smoke ever since cave men first tamed fire. By this logic government certainly ought to outlaw cars, which foul the air a whole lot more than smokers do.  Where does it end? Aren't Ukrainian's tired of having other people tell you how to live?
I have made a list of obnoxious things about living in Kiev. Let us outlaw them all!

· Fat ladies rudely pushing you to get onto the Metro.

· People walking around the line and crowding in front of us to get up the stairs on the Metro. In fact, people crowding in front of you everywhere.
· Stupid girls on cell phones strolling slowly down the street in packs of four and five so you can't get around them.

· People parking a black Porsche Cayenne on the sidewalk where there is not any marked space, so it gets you dirty as you squeeze by.
Secondhand smoke is obnoxious, but it would not be at the top of this list. Where does it end? As I recall, the Soviets were less than successful in creating their perfect "New Man." The United States government tried outlawing alcohol. It worked about as well as generations of wives outlawing alcohol, which is to say, it did not work at all. People found more dangerous places to drink. Come to think of it, that is pretty much what our drug policies do. Make it illegal, so people share needles and get AIDS. That is a great government policy, isn't it? Sure cuts down on your pension costs.
I will close again in asking for a little sympathy for people who are addicted to cigarettes, fags, coffin nails, cancer sticks, or whatever you want to call them. That is right -- feel sorry for them. Urge them to stop. And if you feel compelled to go dancing at a nightclub where everybody smokes, why not be honest with yourself and admit that dangerous people excite you?  Put up with a little bit of smoke! It is not nearly as dangerous as accepting an invitation from one of those people to go someplace else, and that is what you're looking for! Do not be a hypocrite.
