More power to Oakland! There's nothing more pleasant than to watch two bullies going head-to-head, and to see the federal law enforcement people butting heads with the black power people is rather satisfying. In this one I hope that black power wins out. It would be too much of a good thing if some of the derelicts from the streets of Oakland became psychedelic agronomists. Won't happen. I'm sure that the delightfully amoral oriental businessman who furnish them with hard liquor and Colt 45 today will be equally pleased to provide marijuana, and the same folks will remain in the gutter.

In any case, as Everett Dirksen said, a billion here, a billion there, pretty soon it starts to add up. If we can get rid of the war on drugs, and release a few platoons of potheads from prison, we can save some money. I am sure we will manage just piss it away on the indigent obese and their diabetes, but that is probably a better application.

I do wish that Canada would lead the way, following the Netherlands, Switzerland, and a decade ago Portugal in giving up this war on drugs nonsense. Those countries are doing at least as well as we are, and are not measurably worse off for not picking on potheads.

Dan, there are some subjects on which we will never agree. It is fundamentally a matter of values. As I outlined my course on ecology, I note that teaching ecology is a matter of examining our values. I offer the following:

What is success in human terms? (reading – Cultures and Organizations)

•
Maximum human life span/minimum human death

•
maximum quality of life for a human

•
maximum number of people on the earth

•
maximum intellectual achievement by the people on Earth

•
minimal impact on our natural environment by people

•
maximal survival of the human race, in terms of years

•
religious and cultural goals:  
propagation of religious beliefs, perseverance and dominance of your culture, propagation of your own seed

If our fundamental values are different, I'm quite sure that our opinions as to how to solve perceived problems will also differ.

It is my belief that individual people should pretty much sink or swim on their own, and that governments role should be limited to ensuring them equal protection under the laws. People earn money through the fair exchange of goods and services under contracts guaranteed by the government. This is, of course, unreal. Government has its hands in affairs everywhere, and there is no such thing as a free market. But I idealize. You obviously idealize somewhat differently.

I recommend "The Forgotten Man", a highly regarded book of the last couple of years, for a re-examination of the Great Depression. The authors thesis is that Roosevelt created so much uncertainty that capital did, to use Dan's words, simply go on strike for a decade. I don't want to pester you with all of the quotes that I see, but I read more and more analysis that says that that is what is happening today under Obama.

Thanks, Dan, for your comments about relocating to Canada. Canadians are so basically decent that it is a very attractive idea. And it is true there are a lot of Ukrainians there, and that the Diaspora that I meet here are pretty nice folks. However...

Oksana wants to live someplace warm, and I would like her to learn Spanish with the objective of relocating south if we don't head back to Ukraine. A good argument for Canada might be the universities. They are top quality and rather inexpensive.

Anyhow, Dan, I am flattered that you would invite my ilk to share a country with you. Or maybe it is just Oksana you favor. By the way, I just posted a new picture of us on our website. We put the paperwork in to City Hall yesterday and the civil ceremony should be on September 21. Meanwhile, we are taking off for Kraków and then Barcelona next week, a short vacation.

The Economist had a great article a couple of weeks back on the incarceration rate in the United States, and the zeal with which prosecutors chase people. A lot of innocent people wind up behind bars. I think the United States needs to come to a new way of thinking.

On the other hand, the rate of violent crime has decreased significantly since we have locked up black people by the car load. People argue the statistics back-and-forth, but I think that the average SCIA (you need to make this pronounceable, Dan) still thinks the prisons are a bargain.

What is missing is an articulation of the sense of rough justice. The people that get locked up on three strikes laws, narcotics laws, and other bullshit are unfortunately probably the same people who are committing violent crimes for which we are not prosecuting them. In other words, we are rounding up the usual suspects, not without cause, and by inventing reasons to incarcerate them. It is not the way justice should be done, it is not fair, but in a broad sense it works.

Dan, your worst fears realized, in that a conservative such as I is teaching an ecology course this year.  I am teaching from 20-year-old textbooks, which gives an odd perspective on things. Global warming rates all of two pages in each of the 400 page textbooks. On the other hand, entire units of three or four chapters apiece are given to population and the problems of overpopulation. It is amazing how our perceptions change.

As a conservative, I believe that whether or not global warming is proven -- I'm not convinced -- the only prudent thing to do is to pretend that it is. We should not continue to emit greenhouse gases. We need to find alternatives to fossil fuels. My fear is that when government says "I'm going to help" it will simply be an expensive failure like Jimmy Carter's synthetic fuels initiative. We need to find things that work. We need to ensure that government does not misdirect resources, and that if it is involved it's doing something useful. Looking at the way Obama shovels money towards his friends, I would say that we do not want this crowd in Washington allocating funds to save the planet. They know how to save Democrats, but saving the planet will require some intelligence. I don't think they have it.

I’m attaching a diagram you never saw anywhere.  I regressed fertility data from the Internet against IQ data from IQ and the Wealth of Nations.  Pretty good fit, and pretty scary conclusion.  No major country with an average IQ greater than 92 (Turkey) is repopulating itself.  
Anyhow, I wrap up while the Internet still works.

Graham
