A stupid idea whose time has come

Though Mankind has always had a genius for stupid ideas, the nature of our stupid ideas changed with the Enlightenment.  Before it was superstitions. Since the age of reason, we have scientifically based stupid ideas.

Men used to accept their fate as God's will. With science, we demand explanations when reality didn't agree with theory.  

Science is the business of proposing and proving theories.  Being human, however, we fall in love with beautiful theories whether or not they are true.  This is the moralistic fallacy – a proposition is true because it ought to be true.  

Rousseau theorized that man's innate goodness would be revealed when government was abolished.  This belief led to the Reign of Terror following the French Revolution.  A theory called scientific socialism – Communism - claimed over 100 million lives, twenty times more than the bloodiest religious war ever.

Much of the damage has been done by the theory of equality.  Different groups of people - social classes, ethnicities, races, sexes – are supposedly equal.  But they have different levels of success:.  An injustice needs to be rectified!  Immediately!  By whatever means necessary!

Sometimes a great threat to society needs to be corrected.  Right now!  These threats have included the population bomb, the drug epidemic, global cooling, and now global warming.  

These fads sweep through society in predictable pattens.  There are four stages to a social trend:

· Emergence: Some professor notices and composes a theory about a problem or injustice that needs to be addressed.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Coalescence: a group of people accept the theory and come together to do something.  These are true believers.  Social causes are the religion of our day: Although most people don't want to be bothered, the true believers' passion carries the day.
· Bureaucratization.  The cause develops a number of vested interests, people who profit from the movement.  In the words of a cynic, people who "do well by doing good."  And, incidentally, take advantage of the female groupies who inevitably gather around the charasmatic leaders.
· Decline.  The problem is solved or people lose interest.

The foreign aid that rich countries give to countries like Ukraine is a good example. The newspapermen wrote that rich countries ought to "do something" For the poor countries. Presidents Truman and Eisenhower and started giving money away. Europe joined in, and pretty soon everybody was doing it. The theory was that the poor countries were poor because of slavery, colonialization and exploitation. Nobody ever really tested the theory. African dictators learned that the more they condemned the greedy West, the more money they would get. A great many Western companies and consultancies got rich on aid money. It became unstoppable. However, for about the last two decades people have gotten bored with it. Trump has said he is going to radically cut foreign aid, and there hasn't been too much outcry.

Global warming is going pretty much the same way. A few scientists in the 1970s thought they noticed that temperatures were going up all over the world. It was hard to know – it depends on a great many factors, among them local weather and where you put the thermometers. But there were careers to be made. Al Gore championed it when he was vice president and has made a great deal of money since then. Global warming has definitely reached the stage of bureaucracy. There is an entire worldwide bureaucracy getting rich off of taxpayers money. It looks to me like it is entering a state of decline. However much they hear, people don't notice the world getting hotter. It is surrounded by controversy and there are other problems. There is not room for new people to make a name with global warming. The meme is dying.

The big social movements of our time have mostly come from the left. They are running out of ideas. Obama's latest idea was that schoolboys and schoolgirls should use whatever bathroom they want. That idea is so stupid that even the dumbest citizens took notice. Angela Merkel had a stupid idea that Germany should accept a million Arab and African immigrants. The people of Europe are rebelling. Nationalist parties are on the rise all over the world.

Don't expect any end of stupidity, just a change. People will now agree with conservatives when they observe that all peoples are not equal. This might lead to the mistaken conclusion that all peopleof some ethnicities are innately dumber or more given to violence. Conservatives might convince you that just because the pesticides scare, the population bomb, global cooling and now global warming proved untrue, we should not worry about the environment. Wrong again!

Stupid people will always want simple solutions to complex problems. They will always listen to demagogues who promise simple solutions. The more it changes, the more it's the same thing.



List of stupid ideas:
Judaism and Christianity and their deviant sects: inquisitions, witches, raptures and so on
human equality, such as must be enforced by socialism or communism
human equality with regard to individuals, sexes, races
the oppression of homosexuals
the oppression of women
the oppression of minorities races
schools hold girls back
drugs are a good thing
the population bomb
global warming
fluoridated drinking water is harmful
vaccines will kill you
gender is fluid and can be chosen
human nature is socially constructed, not inborn
all peoples are equally intelligent


what to they have in common?
The average man cannot assess the validity of the idea
experts weigh in convincingly
the common man is happy to give others power to solve the perceived problem


I am a born conservative. Since childhood almost every one of my fondest beliefs has been challenged by bien pensants who tell me I am ignorant, stupid, and morally inferior. Let me list them.
1. When I went to school we thought that the Jews and Chinese were smart, we white folks not so dumb, and the other kids in school were not up with us. That was the evidence of our eyes.
2. When I went to school we thought everybody was either a man or a woman. We knew that some people liked others of the same sex. We accepted it, but we didn't believe it should be encouraged.
3. When I went to school we thought that everybody was responsible for making his own living and taking care of his own life. It was a man's responsibility to pay his own doctor and earn his own living.
4. We thought that boys play rough in girls play with dolls because later in life men will have to compete for a living and women will be raising families.
5. We thought that every country ought to mind its own business. If other countries were poor or did things differently that was their business. We had no moral obligation to help them or defend one against another.


6. I had a right to join any club that would have me; they had a right to reject me
7. I had a right to do business with anybody I wanted to, or not to.
8. I had a right to do stupid things with my body such as smoke
9. I had a right to politely express my opinion without getting fired
10. I had a right to tell a pretty girl she was pretty.
11. I had a right to tell a fat person he was fat. It wasn't a good idea, but I had the right. 




